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We'll go right to the text this morning and read the text and then we'll ask the Lord's 
blessing upon it. Our text this morning will be found in the second letter to the 
Corinthians, chapter 5, verse 17.

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are become new. 

Let us pray.

Dear heavenly Father, most gracious and holy Lord, I thank thee, Lord, for this hour and  
the hour to come. I thank thee, Lord, for thy faithfulness in all that you've preserved for 
thy people. Lord, I pray now as we come before they word, Lord, I pray that you would 
bring us there, that you would bring us to sit at thy feet, that Lord, you would bring us in 
the stripping room to strip us of all of the creature reliance, all the creature 
righteousness, all of the creature that rears its ugly head each day in our lives. Lord, 
may you strip us of that at this time. May you bring us to thy word, Lord, that it would be 
a mirror, a mirror of who thou art and a mirror of thy work in our souls, Lord, if it is 
found there. Reveal that this hour, Lord, for the praise and glory of thee and may you be 
glorified in Jesus' name I pray. Amen.

As I said, our text this morning comes from 2 Corinthians 5:17. This week, as I was 
instructing the children, we had come to John 10 and when we were looking at John 10, I 
made a comment from the beginning. When we come to John 10, everybody knows that 
chapter as being the Shepherd and the Sheep but if that's all you know it as, if that's the 
way you look at the word of God and as you come to the word of God, you say, "Okay, 
there's a shepherd and there's a sheep," and yet the Holy Spirit does not testify that you're 
one of those sheep when you're reading a passage like that, does the word of God, does 
the Holy Spirit come to your soul and say, "You're one of those sheep. You are the one 
who has heard his voice. You are the one who he has opened the ear. You are the one the 
Porter has opened to," and that's my prayer for all of us, all of God's children in this room 
at this hour.
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We come to the passage that we have today that the Lord reveals our place in it. Now, 
this passage is full of Christ but that first phrase is "if you be in Christ." That's our 
question again: what does being in Christ mean? And if this truly is the fruit of being in 
Christ that he is a new creature and that old things are passed away and beyond all things 
are become new, that's the examination of the hour. That's the experiential word I pray 
that the Lord puts upon our soul today and opens up our soul to understand: have old 
things passed away? What are those old things that have passed away? Then, is there a 
newness of life? Is there a newness of life in the newness of the Holy Ghost and not in 
the deadness of the letter? That's the question this hour.

So as we begin verse 17, "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, all things are become new." As soon as we come to this 
verse, we get that first word we have to deal with "therefore." It's a connecting word. It 
tells us that Paul had a thought that he was now going back to that thought. He says, 
"Because of what I just wrote, because of the point that I just made, therefore, if that is 
the fruit, therefore, you are in Christ." So we're going to back up to verse 14 because 
verse 14 is where he begins this thought and he begins it in verse 14 saying, "For the love 
of Christ constraineth us." Paul talking and writing to the people of God, it's no different 
this morning when I say those words to you. It's the love of Christ that constrains the 
people of God. What does that mean? It means an irresistible power of his love is what 
keeps the child of God. It permeates his life in all of his relationships. His relationships in 
this life are not man-to-man, man-to-woman, woman-to-man, man-to-child if Christ is his 
life. Christ must be the head of all relationships. Christ's love must constrain us to walk in 
this life, to live in this life and Paul says, "For the love of Christ constraineth us." It does. 
It constrains. It forces, if you will. We don't like those words because we think that we 
are not a rebellious person like we are but we are and for the Lord to overcome that flesh 
and to overcome that desire that lies in all of us in the old nature, he comes with love. He 
comes with love to the new man. 

He comes to show us the errors of our ways and that's what the rest of this verse says, 
"For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge." Remember, this is how 
we get down to "Therefore if any man be in Christ." There is our first reflection this 
morning, therefore, do you judge this? Do you judge because we thus judge. If one died 
for all and that "all," of course, meaning the elect world and them only, if he died for all, 
then we're all dead. There is our first examination: are you dead in Christ Jesus? You say, 
"Well, wait a minute. I don't like that." But there are things through the death of Christ 
that we are dead to. What are those things? Are you dead to the law? Are you someone 
who is in bondage to the law every day because as you read the word of God it becomes a 
book of what to do and what not to do? You put yourself under that law and you have no 
understanding that the love of Christ and what he did in his finished work was that he 
fulfilled the law. Not only did he fulfill the law, he exhausted all of its claims that the law 
puts on man to do this and live. You and I when left to ourselves are not going to do this 
and live no matter what the penalty is or no matter what the prize is. We can't save 
ourselves. It's not going to happen.
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But the Lord Jesus Christ, because of his love, the greater love has no man that a man 
lays down his life for his friends. That is the love that constrains the child of God. Is that 
the love that fills your soul this hour? Is that the love that has revealed to you that you too 
are dead to the law because of his perfect fulfillment and his perfect obedience? What 
does that mean in your life? Or are you in some kind of bondage to it? Are you in the 
bondage to the have-tos and the must-dos and the duty? Has the Lord delivered you from 
that? Well, Paul writing here is saying that as the love of Christ constrains you, as that 
love takes you to the stripping room, it strips you of your legal obedience. It strips you of 
our legal bondage that you're in to a knowledge, to an understanding, to attain something 
outside of what Christ gives and that's quite a statement because we all seem to have a 
desire to be things that maybe we're not and the Lord has to come and show us where 
contentment is, it's in his Son. It's the love of Christ that constrains us.

But what else are we dead to? Are we dead to sin? Are we dead to understand that sin has 
lost its damning power? We will sin. We will as Bradbury wrote one time, we must sin. 
It's a thing that we do in our fallen nature. We sin. We're not going to get away from that. 
There is no sinless perfection here on earth but are you in bondage to it? Are you dead to 
sin because of the life in Christ and the resurrection life of Christ and the blood of Christ 
that covers all of those things? Has it made you free? This is the love of Christ. Do we 
judge that if one died for all, then we're all dead? Were we there with him when he died? 
Did he take the names and the children of God upon him and as he died, did we die too? 
This is experiential living. This is how the Lord by his faith, comes and says, "Yes, I am 
dead to the law. I am dead to sin." 

And then a big one, the biggest one I believe is dead to self. In fact it's so big that Paul 
even hints on it here and talks about it in verse 15 because then he said, "And that he died 
for all, that they which live," in the resurrection life of Christ, "they which live should not 
henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again." This 
life, this new man, this "Therefore if any man be in Christ." That's what Paul said, 
"Therefore," therefore what? He's concluding this argument. The argument is: is the life 
of Christ in your soul? Is the fruit of Christ lived out in you? And I'm not going to put a 
timetable, I’m not going to say it has to be daily or whatever but in your life, does the 
Lord come in those days of the Lord? Does he separate you from the world? Does he 
separate you from your carnal self because this verse tells us that the love of Christ and 
his sacrificial work and the power of the resurrection life is what separates you from 
yourself. There is a death to self. That's why the Lord could say, "Deny yourself. Take up 
your cross and follow me." There must be a death to self.

"And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, 
but unto him which died for them, and rose again." Sometimes I think we live so much 
and we focus so much on the first Adam and we look at the fallenness of the first Adam 
and we're so much focused on that and we never see the last one until the Lord comes and 
he shows us the error of our ways that all this time, I’ve been living unto myself. What is 
Christ's life? Well, it's sacrificial and is that the love of Christ that constrains you? We 
have so many things in this life that in our fallen nature, in our fallen depraved mind, we 
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want to do, we have to do, we must do but are we dead, it says, to themselves? I was 
going to say "dying" but it doesn't say that. 

"And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, 
but unto him which died for them, and rose again." What we see in this verse is that 
beautiful picture of experimental oneness. It's the oneness of what being in Christ is and 
every time I’m faced with those words as we are in today's text, "If a man be in Christ," 
the Lord always takes me back to what that oneness is. That oneness that we'll look at 
John 17 in a minute, just a little portion of it, to remind us of what the Lord said to the 
Father as he prayed about what that oneness is as he defines it. But you know, we have 
such a problem when we get to here, there is so much in this life that comes and grabs a 
hold of us because we have so many hats we wear, if you will: we have the dad, the 
preacher, the teacher, the mom, the worker. All these different things that we do and in 
each part of our life, there is something pulling at us in that life to live unto ourselves in, 
whatever it is. Wherever we go, we carry that self with us. Listen, I know that as I said 
sacrificial life, the first thing that comes to our mind is, "Oh, that means I live unto 
others. I live for others." Listen, the life of Christ and the love of Christ does put others 
above yourself but nowhere in this passage will you see that your life is to be lived unto 
others or for others. 

It is a life living unto Christ that they "should not henceforth live unto themselves, but 
unto him which died for them, and rose again." What a mercy. What a mercy that the 
Lord could work that in our life, that we could die to self. We can just look back on the 
things of this last week and think of how many things and how many times we've done 
things for ourselves and with ourselves being the focus and ourselves being...listen, it is a 
great mercy and I cannot underscore the mercy of the Lord in the killing and the 
mortifying, the putting to death of self. It is the biggest weight that is on the Christians 
back. It's the noose around his neck, that self that just keeps wanting to exalt itself every 
day. We need a dependency as a newborn child. We need that dependency on our Lord to 
strip us of self and to carry us into the bosom of our Lord.

Then we move on to verse 16 where we have yet another thought, "Wherefore," because 
of the life of Christ, because he is life and there is death outside of him, because of that, 
"henceforth know we no man after the flesh." Now, we're back again in that examination 
time because as we look around the room and as we know the brethren in this room and 
most of us spend a lot of time with them, I wonder how much this verse means to you. 
Can you stand in the word of God now and say, "Yes, that's true. Henceforth I know no 
man after the flesh." I don't look on the infirmities in the tried and tempted soul of my 
brethren and I judge them because of sin. I don't do that because I have life in Christ. I 
don't look at when somebody else falls and I’m sitting there and I’m ready to condemn or 
I’m ready to judge or I’m ready to kick them while they're down. I don't do that because 
of the life in Christ. 

That's what this means, "Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh," and 
what a mercy it is to be able to not see or not to indulge in or not to harp on or not to 
criticize the flesh of our brethren. Romans 7:18 says, "For I know that in me, that is, in 

Page 4 of 12



my flesh, dwelleth no good thing." Do you know that? Has the Holy Spirit taught you 
that in the life of Christ, that in you dwells no good thing? That in your flesh dwells no 
good thing, "for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find 
not." Does the Holy Spirit convict you that you are the chiefest of sinners? Or are you 
ready to look at that little speck that's in your brother's eye and condemn them because of 
that? 

You see and I’m going to tell you something, I never looked at that passage in the Old 
Testament, you know, I’ve always kind of glossed over it with the two sons of Noah 
when Noah got drunk and he was laying there on the bed naked and his one son came in 
there and looked on his son but the other two sons didn't. They took a blanket or a 
covering and they walked backwards and they put that on him because they couldn't look 
on his sin. They wouldn't look on his sin. Why? Why do you think that is? That one son 
who did was the cursed one but why is that? It's the love of Christ that constrains us. 
They didn't want to look on their dad's sin and I never looked at that passage that way 
until I looked at it that way this week. I've always glossed over it because it's just one of 
those things that you look at and you're like, "Ah, okay, I don't quite understand that." 
But you think about that. You think about how they would not partake in or look upon 
what Noah fell in his flesh at that moment. You say, "Wow, that's a great love that has to 
constrain us to not do that," especially for us that are with each other all the time and can 
see the infirmities. Some of the people in here, we don't see but on a weekly basis so 
that's not as hard to do but especially like the loved ones in my own house I see every 
day, I can see what they're warring against. It's easy to point those things out without 
being shown the finger pointed back at me.

But the love of Christ, if it constrains the child of God and if we have newness in the life 
of the risen Lord and if we're dying to ourselves or being killed to ourselves or being 
mortified, this is one of the things we're mortified to, that "henceforth we know no man 
after the flesh." Not only that, "yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now 
henceforth know we him no more." What does that mean? That means we're not walking 
around with one of these crucifixes on our neck, rubbing it and saying, "Oh, that's my 
Lord right there." We don't know him after the flesh. We must be instructed and must see 
him after the Spirit. We must worship him in spirit and in truth. We don't carry around 
beads, rubbing on them and hoping for Christ. I think about Mary in the garden and when 
the Lord revealed himself, she didn't know him. She thought he was a gardener. She no 
longer looked at him in his appearance and could realize who he was. She had to have 
enlightenment to know that it was Christ. The two on the road to Emmaus were the same 
way. What does that tell us? It tells us what Paul is saying here. For the child of God to 
know Christ after the flesh, what good is that? To know that he was a man that came? Is 
there anything saving in that? As we take the ordinance of the Lord's Supper, is there a 
savingness in the blood and the bread that actually become him? God forbid. We don't 
know Christ after the flesh, we know him after the Spirit. We know him because of the 
faith of the Son of God and that's the only way.

As you see all of this, what all of this whole passage is doing is it's removing, removing, 
removing the creature and the creature is dying and dying and the Lord Jesus Christ is 
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exalting and increasing and increasing to where his rightful place is. That's soul work. 
That's what Christ does in the soul. That's how when we get down here in just a second 
which we've gotten to now, "therefore," has that happened in your life? Now we've 
moved to the passage now to look at what the passage means but now we understand 
what "therefore" is and as we come to this, Paul says, "Now because of this life, because 
of the love of Christ that has constrained us, because of his death and resurrection, 
because that we died with him, because that he died, we live unto him and we don't live 
unto Adam or the fallen nature of Adam." Because of all of this. Because now that we 
know him no more after the flesh. Because we no longer know the ones in Christ after the 
flesh. We said, "But we do." Yeah, that's the pollution of this life but my question to you 
in the examination room of the Holy Ghost and the word of God is: do you find this 
resident in you? Has the Lord Jesus Christ every taken that mote or that beam or that out 
of your eye so that you could not see the speck or that you overlooked it the blood of 
Christ that covers all sins? The love that covers the sins of your brethren? Does that ever 
happen in you?

I shamefully say up here that if it does, I know it's his work because I’m too quick to do 
that. Too quick to sit there and go, "Gosh, here we go again." It's the Lord. Only the Lord 
can bring unity in the people of God and that's how he does it. We can't look at each other 
after the flesh. That's why that passage with Noah was so powerful to me. Wow. You 
know, they couldn't do that. And we look at it in a physical sense and say, "Well, that's 
kind of an uncomfortable thing to be talking about." It is and that's why you just gloss 
over that but, oh, a deep spiritual lesson, deep experiential lesson if the Lord is pleased to 
reveal that to our souls.

Now, with all of that being said and all of that now in the forefront or now we come to 
17. "Therefore if any man be in Christ." Now, a couple of weeks ago we looked at this 
passage in 1 Corinthians 1:30, "But of him are ye in Christ Jesus." I mention that again 
this morning because we need to know how we're in Christ, of him. We're in Christ by 
Christ. It's kind of like what I was telling the children this week as we were looking at 
John 10 again and the Lord is the shepherd, the Lord is the door and sometimes if you're 
reading that, you're starting to get, well, wait a minute now, if you're trying to put a one-
to-one on it, you say, "Okay, well, Jesus is this then who is the shepherd?" Well, that's 
Jesus. "Well, then who's the door?" He says that in verse 7 and 9, "I am the door."  "Well, 
I’m getting all confused here." That's Christ is all-in-all and that's what our carnal minds 
do, they compartmentalize. "This is Jesus. He does this. I'll have Jesus on Sunday and 
then Monday I’ll go back to my carnal life and then if I have a Bible class, I’ll think 
about Jesus and then I’ll go after that and I’ll do this and I’ll go and live out in the 
world." That's the way our minds work, our fallen mind. And don't make any mistake of 
thinking that's something spiritual or something regenerated, it's not. The life of Christ 
and the mind of Christ is on Christ and Christ is the preeminent one. It's not a mixture. 
That's one of those things we're going to hear in a minute that hopefully have been passed 
away. It's one of those things that has passed away.

Now we have this force, "if any man be in Christ." So we have that 1 Corinthians 1:30, 
"But of him are ye in Christ Jesus," and then we tell how it's not. I have to bring this up 

Page 6 of 12



every time I speak about being in Christ because John 1:13 tells us how it's not and that's, 
"Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God." And those two at the end are the two we struggle with the most: the will of the 
flesh and the will of man. We want so much for the will of man to like us or the will of 
man to accept us or the will of man to pronounce to us that everything is going to be 
okay, that we are a child of God. Listen, no will of man can do that. The only way that 
Christ deals with his children is one-on-one, the Holy Spirit in the soul of the child of 
God. He must testify that you are his. He must and it's not by the will of your flesh either. 
It's not by what you've done in your life. It's not looking back at your life and seeing what 
kind of life you had or what you've done in it or what you're going to do. It's not of the 
will of the flesh because our flesh does have some very strong will to do those things that 
it wants to do. No, it's none of those things. It's not of blood nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man but of God.

In Christ we're made alive. Understand that. In Adam, we're all dead and that's why 
adoption is so beautiful when you understand the picture of being taken out of that line of 
death and being adopted and put into the line of Christ and all this done before the 
foundation of the world. There has to be that time in your life that you have seen that you 
were walking an adverse way. It has to be. There was a time in your life and we're going 
to get to that in a minute. "Therefore if any man be in Christ," and that's the examining 
point of this passage again. We don't all just jump up and down and go, "Yes, that's all of 
us," because we're here at Grace Particular Baptist Church and we're here together and 
we're worshiping here on Sunday morning and that makes us all in Christ. No, the Holy 
Spirit must testify to your soul as you sit in this room today or as you leave this room 
today and as you go into your life. He must come to your soul and say that you are in 
Christ and then reveal to you what that means. What that means and that's the beauty of 
this passage today. It's talking to us what it means. There is a life and there is a death to 
some things which we're getting to.

Then we come to the next section. "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature." A new creature. A new creation. Now, we have to say this when we start: it's 
not a renovated creation; it's not a beautified creation, okay? It's not something that's 
dressed up and made better, it's a new one. It's a new creature. It's a new creation. You 
would be surprised how far our minds go with that thought at times that we're dressing up 
the flesh, that the flesh is getting better. "Oh, if I could just get better at this. Oh, I’d be 
better if I could...if I got angry less or I did this less, I could be better. I could reform 
myself." That's the danger when we get involved with reforming things. Our minds start 
to think, "Well, that's what God did. He reformed something." No, he didn't. It's a new 
heart and that new heart and that new man has no mixture with that old man or that old 
nature. As I said, it's not one that's growing and getting better. That's very important for 
us to know and to understand that he's a new creature, a new creature in Christ Jesus. All 
of the spiritual blessings that we have and all that is given is given in this new creature.

Titus 1:2 says, Paul wrote at the beginning of that letter he says, "In hope of eternal life," 
and that's one of the things I want to stress in this. This new creature, it has eternal life. If 
you really want to get everything boiled down and you want to see what is it that 
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separates it, it has eternal life, the new creature. The old creature, it has eternal death. As 
I said, there's not a crossover here. It's like the parable where the one said, "There is a 
great gulf fixed between me and between him." Rich man, you're not going to get over 
there to where Lazarus was. You're not going to do it. There is a great gulf fixed and 
there is a great gulf fixed between the new man and the old man. He's a new creature.

I love John 9:25. We covered this about a week ago. It was in the account where Jesus 
healed the blind man and last week we sang "Amazing Grace" and if you looked up at the 
top of that, every one of our hymns have a verse up there where they take the song from 
and that was John 9:25. John 9:25 says this, "He answered and said, Whether he be a 
sinner or no, I know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see." Now 
we're right back in that room again of examination. This blind man who had been blind 
his whole life, he said, "Do you know what?" and they were arguing, "Is this man a 
sinner? He healed you on the Sabbath day. He had to be a sinner because he did that," 
and this one that was brought and had a newness of life in him and had the faith in the 
Son of God and it was beginning to be stronger and stronger and he stood right up there 
with the threat of being thrown out of all of religion, out of everything and he said, "This 
is what I do know, that where I was blind, now I see." There's my question: do you have 
the same testimony? Were you blind to the finished work of Christ? Were you blind to 
the rest that's in Christ? Were you blind to all that Christ did and all that Christ has done 
for you? Were you blind to that?

Now, the other side to that is: now do you see? Do you see that everything has been 
finished in him? Do you see him as the totality of life? Do you see him as the preeminent 
one in your soul? I can't answer that for you. Nobody in here can answer that for you. It's 
you and your soul. What has preeminence today in your soul? And can you say that, "I've 
been delivered from a blindness, a blindness to who Christ was and now I can see. I see 
what he did on the cross. I see that he did it for me. I see that he stood in my place. I see 
that he became a substitute for me. He took on my sins." Because there was a time you 
were blind to that. You were blind to everything and you worked out your own 
righteousness and you worked out your own salvation and you worked out everything for 
you and everything, this is that selfism again, has that self been slain and put down? 
When we come to this powerful passage, he's a new creature. A new one and that's the 
power of the new creature is the power of Christ in him, the hope of glory. It's a strong 
hope and it's a living hope and it's just not a notion. It's a partaking of divine life. In fact, 
that's what Peter says in 2 Peter 1:4, he says, "Whereby are given unto us exceeding great 
and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature." That's 
the new creature. We're "partaking in the divine nature," of the Son of God, "having 
escaped the corruption that is the world through lust." There's your question again: have 
you been delivered from the corruption that's in this world through your lust that you lust 
for? Have you? Because that's a newness of life. That's the life of Christ in the soul. 
There's not a bondage to it. It's been broken. You've been set free. Why? Because I'm a 
partaker of his divine nature. You see how it's not a notional thought in your mind? You 
see how it's not just a mind work? It isn't just up here, "Oh, I’m a child of God." No, 
you're a partaker of divine nature and Christ has set up residence in your soul. I can't tell 
you if that's the case. I can hope it for you but I can't tell you.
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Now I want to take you to that oneness. That's what I was saying: this passage is full of 
that experimental oneness. I like to call it that. It's the experiencing the oneness of Christ. 
Oneness meaning that he is in me. He's in me. I feel it. I know he's there. John 17, at the 
end of his high priestly prayer in John 17:21-23, he says, "That they all may be one; as 
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may 
believe that thou hast sent me." That's the world of the elect again. "And the glory which 
thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one." You see, 
this whole passage is just oneness, the oneness, the oneness. Don't ever miss that. That's 
the Gospel in your soul is that you have a oneness with Christ. You have a oneness with 
the Holy Spirit. You have a oneness with the Father. "I in them, and thou in me, that they 
may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and 
hast loved them, as thou hast loved me." Wow. And if the Holy Spirit is pleased in this 
moment to open our heart and our minds and our understanding to this oneness, there is 
nothing more glorious than this oneness, to see that the Lord is speaking to his Father and 
saying, "Father, this is the oneness that we have with the ones I'm about to lay down my 
life for," and you and I, if we be dead in him, we are also risen in him and we have that 
resurrection life that we'll talk about here in a moment.

That leads us now to, at least I think it does, "old things are passed away." Now, I didn't 
write that, the Holy Ghost did. That's the whole point: this newness of life, "If a man be 
in Christ, he is a new creature," and that means that "old things are passed away." Now, 
what do we know about that? Let's just look at the Bible for a minute. Let's look at all the 
ordinances. Let's look at all of the pieces of the tabernacle. Let's look at all of those 
things. They were glorious. They are glorious but they had their time. The law was so 
glorious but it had its time. It's now been fulfilled in the Lord Jesus Christ. We don't look 
at the law. We don't look at the shewbread. We don't look at the candlestick. We don't 
look at the temple. We don't look at all of those things, the Ark and all those pictures of 
Christ that all had their time. Those are the old things. What do we have now? Are those 
old things passed away? Do you know why they're passed away? Because they're fulfilled 
in the Lord Jesus Christ and you see from that how wrong it is to try to throw yourself 
back under that bondage, back under the law, the must-dos, the have-tos. It's been 
fulfilled in Christ. That has passed away. Once again, this is the creature, the new 
creature in Christ Jesus, is that you? Are all of these things passed away? Is the curse of 
the law passed away? What I mean by that curse is that we're going to die under it 
because we didn't do it.

I've experienced that lately with some of you that I have talked to in here. "Oh, I didn't do 
that. This is going to happen to me because I did this that was bad." Hm, that's the curse 
of the law. Well, let me tell you a couple of things here about the curse of the law. Christ 
in Galatians 3:13, "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse 
for us." "Wow, you mean he stood in my place?" Yes, he did. He was "made a curse for 
us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree." That was written in the 
Old Testament. Christ was hung on a tree. He was made a curse for us to fulfill every jot 
and tittle by his perfect obedience. Everything for you and I. We are no longer under that 
curse. 
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What about Romans 10:4, "For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one 
that believeth." And that "every one that believeth" is very important because we 
understand how we get to understand that is by the faith of the Son of God. There is no 
other way. Christ is the end of the law. "Well, how do I understand that?" By the faith of 
the Son of God, because he spoke it to my soul and he said, "I am. I have taken on 
everything of the law. I've fulfilled it. I've done everything for you. You are free in me." 
Hallelujah.

But what about condemnation? Romans 8:1 says, "There is therefore now no 
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus." We like to stop there but that's not the 
whole verse, "who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." Listen, I hope you 
understand there is condemnation for you walking after the flesh and I’m glad that there 
is. I'm glad there's something there that's telling me that it's wrong and that that walk is 
going to burn in hell. I'm glad that the Lord has said, "Listen, walking that way is death 
but walking after the Spirit is life." And the condemnation that we have by the 
application of his precious blood, he takes that away. He shows us what his blood did. It 
paid for all of those sins that we committed. He stood in our place as a perfect substitute. 

I read this verse this week, John 18:8 and this is when they came to arrest Jesus and, you 
know, you read that account a lot, I do. As I go through the word and I think about what 
the Lord has done for me and I go to that time in the Gospels and I read about how he 
was arrested and how that horrible trial or whatever it was, but in John 18:8, "Jesus 
answered, I have told you that I am he: if therefore ye seek me, let these go their way." 
Have you ever thought about that little verse? Do you know what that is? That's 
substitution and not only is that substitution, that's power in substitution because do you 
know what? They all went their way. Not one of them was detained. They couldn't be. 
That's the power. The power of the Lord said, "If you come for me, take me but you're 
not going to take them." That's how he has freed the child of God. He has stood in our 
place as a perfect substitute.

So that has passed away. Have these things passed away? What about death? What about 
the fear of death? Or the bondage of death? And death is ordained but it can never be felt 
by one who is in living union with Christ. It can't because Christ is life. I love reading in 
the New Testament where it talks like, Stephen, "He fell asleep." Why? Because that's 
what it is for the child of God, you fall asleep. You fall asleep in the arms of Christ as he 
ushers your soul and takes it to be with him. What a glorious thought that is. How can 
death have any sting? How can death have any victory? Well, it does to my fallen nature 
because it's still a slave to it but the new creature, that's one thing that's passed away. Has 
it passed away for you? That's a tough one. Colossians 3:4 says, "When Christ, who is 
our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory." Wow, that's a beautiful 
thought. That's a powerful thought and an antidote to death. Appear with him in glory.   

Now, turn with me over to 2 Timothy 1 real quick to complete this thought. 2 Timothy 
1:8-10, "Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his 
prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of 
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God; Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, 
but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before 
the world began, But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who hath abolished death." Is that real to you? Is that real to the new creature? Is that real 
today that all this death that we have in ourselves, that we have the sentence of death in 
ourselves that he says, that we have newness of life in Christ and Christ alone? "Who 
hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. Is 
this Gospel to you today? That this is what Christ has done and made you a new creature? 
I can't make it that way for you. 

I have to say one more thing about passing away. What has passed away in your life? Do 
you have a new way or a new vision of who Christ is? Is your old religious ways and 
your old thoughts of mixture and how, "I can do something," and "I need to do something 
for Christ than Christ did for me so I feel..." has that passed away? What about your 
wisdom? What about your knowledge? What about your understanding? Do you ever 
have thoughts that I did that you have to be greater or add a stature to yourself? Has that 
passed away? What about your righteousness? What about being more righteous in what 
you do? More righteous in all those things I mentioned earlier, the different hats that we 
wear. "I need to be more righteous this way in this. I need to have a righteousness in 
this." Has that every passed away? Are you still in bondage to that? Because if Christ is 
all of those things and if Christ is the fulfillment and if Christ is everything to his 
children, then what need do you have of self? What need do you have of your 
righteousness? What need do you have of your old notions of having to do something or 
to add to what Christ has done? Have you ever experienced the rest in Christ Jesus? 
That's what the new creature has. Old things are passed away. The old deadness to the 
letter and the dry doctrine and the learning of doctrine and the doctrine and the doctrine? 
Have you ever learned of Christ?

The word of God talks about learning of Christ. It talks about his word. It talks about his 
doctrine. Has that become the single goal, I should say or preeminence in your life? To 
know him and the power of his resurrection? I say that because that leads us into the final 
finality of this verse, "behold, all things are become new." Is there a newness of life in 
you today? Does the new man, the new life, do you live in a new world? The world of 
Christ as your head? The world of Christ as your life? The world of Christ as your all-in-
all? Do you experience life in a risen and an ascended Lord?

The last place I want to take you today is, of course, as we talk about resurrection life, 
John 11:25-26 which I’m sure we know so well. "Jesus said unto her," unto Martha, "I 
am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead," that's 
where we were brought today, you are dead with Christ, you are dead in these things, 
though you were dead, are you living now? "Yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and 
believeth in me shall never die." Then that searching question that only Christ could 
answer to our souls: "Believest thou this?" Do you? Do you believe that the resurrection 
life of Christ is the life that Christ gives to you in your soul? Is that the life that you 
believe you live by? Believest thou this? Do you believe he's enough? Do you believe 
what Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 5:17 where we'll end today reading the text one more 
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time, "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become new."

Dear heavenly Father, may you reveal thy truth in this passage today in our souls. 
Reveal, Lord, thy finished work. Reveal, O Lord, that you have called us away and given 
us newness of life in thee and thee alone for the praise and glory of you. In Jesus' name I 
pray. Amen. 
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