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Why ask this?
We believe and confess that “The grace of faith, whereby the 

elect are enabled to believe to the saving of their souls,… is 

ordinarily wrought by the ministry of the Word… ” [1689 ch. 14 ¶1]

But infants and toddlers, or those whose brains never develop 

past that point, are incapable, as far as we know, of being able to 

heed the Word and repent and put their faith in Jesus. 

What happens to those who die in that state?



It affects people we know:
America in 2014:

○ Over 23,000 infant deaths (0-1 year olds)

○ 15-20% of pregnancies end in a miscarriage

○ Over 954,000 abortions took place 

Worldwide in 2009:

○ 2.6 million stillbirths (8,200 deaths a day)

○ 2.8 million die in the first week of life



Review: 
3 Various View



3 Views
View 1: There are no elect 

infants

View 2: All infants dying in 

infancy are saved

View 3: Some infants dying in 

infancy are saved



Review: 
5 Premises



Premise 1:
● Should God choose to save infants; he could save infants in 

infancy. God can even regenerate in the womb (Luke 1:15; 

John 3:3, 5, 6; John 3:8; Psalm 22:9-10).

○ In Luke 1:15 John the Baptist is filled with the Holy Spirit in 

the womb and Luke consistently uses being “filled with the 

Spirit” as an aspect of the Spirit's work among those who are 

regenerate (Luke 1:41, 67; Acts 2:4; 4:8, 31; 6:3, 5; 9:17; 11:24).



Premise 2:
● If God saves infants it is still by the principle of grace and not 

by works, obviously infants cannot have works. If saved they 

are only saved by the atoning work of Christ (Romans 

11:5–6).

○ Romans 11:5-6 - “So too at the present time there is a remnant, 

chosen by grace. But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis 

of works; otherwise grace would no longer be grace.”



Premise 3:
● Infants have original sin and guilt and are worthy of death in 

Adam (Romans 5:12–14, 5:17–19; 1 Corinthians 15:22).

○ Romans 5 is clear that “In Adam all die”, we know they have 

Adam’s guilt because they do indeed die.



Premise 4:
● God is absolutely just in whatever he does (Genesis 

18:24–25).

○ In Genesis 18:25 Abraham rightly declared, “Shall not the 

Judge of all the earth do what is just?”.



Premise 5:
● God is merciful and a savior by nature, and completely 

sovereign over salvation (Exodus 34:6-7; Ezekiel 18:31–32; 

Romans 9:15-16).

○ In Romans 9 God declares, “I will have mercy on whom I have 

mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have 

compassion. So then it depends not on human will or exertion, 

but on God, who has mercy.”



If there are no explicit 
Scriptures answering this 
question, are there any 
indirect Scriptures?



View 1 // There are no elect infants
● There are no elect infants and every infant that dies in 

infancy was reprobate.

○ This is basically going off of Premise 3 (Infants are guilty and 

worthy of death and judgment in Adam) and Premise 4 (God 

is absolutely just).

○ The Bible does declare that we are by nature “children of 

wrath” (Eph. 2) and "the wicked are estranged from the womb; 

they go astray from birth, speaking lies" (Ps. 58:3)



“If we are all born under sin, 

and salvation is by faith in 

Christ (which infants do not 

seem to have the mental 

capacity to exercise), then it 

might at first seem that no 

infants can be saved. 

We are not, however, aware 

of anyone who actually takes 

this position. We are 

convinced that it would be a 

premature, unbiblical 

conclusion.”

Matt Pearman // Author



“Surprisingly, I was able to find little 

official support for this view. It is surprising

because, generally, where Scripture does 

not explicitly state a doctrine, Christians 

are slow to speculate. It would seem that 

this view requires the least amount of 

speculation. Herman Bavinck believed we

could have no assurance saying, ‘I would 

not wish to deny, nor am I able to affirm.’ 

Cornelius Venema concurs, saying caution 

is preferable to the confident denial or 

affirmation of this possibility.”

Tim Challies // Pastor, Author



“I do not think we 

can make this 

inference from 

scripture and

therefore this view 

is unwarranted.”

Jay Jesuroga // Pastor



View 2 // All infants dying in infancy are saved
● Babies owned by God & considered “innocent” (in a sense)

■ Ezek.16:4-7, 20-22; Jer. 2:34, 19:4

○ Even infants of unbelievers are called “innocent”

■ Jonah 4:11; Jer. 19:4-7 

● Sacrificers of infants not buried (2 Sam. 21:10–14; 1 

Sam. 17:44, 46; Ps. 79:2; Deut. 21:22–23; Josh. 8:29)

○ Similarly to King Jeroboam’s (& his house’s) fate in 

1 Kings 14:9-11

■ Except his baby (1 Kings 14:12-13)



View 2 // All infants dying in infancy are saved (cont.)
● There’s a better life after this life for those dying in infancy

○ Job 3:1-19; Eccl. 6:3-6



“Although the stillborn does not experience the 

activities of life, he experiences a calmness (rest) 

exceeding those who do. 

His missing life under the sun 

does not exclude his life

‘beyond the sun.’ This is a clear 

statement of the personhood of 

the fetus.”



“I hope you are both well 

reconciled to the death 

of your child. I cannot be 

sorry for the death of 

infants. How many 

storms do they escape!

Nor can I doubt, in my 

private judgment, that 

they are included in the 

election of grace.”

John Newton // Pastor, Author (1725-1807)



View 2 // All infants dying in infancy are saved (cont.)
● There’s a better life after this life for those dying in infancy

● We are saved by grace, but damned by works done “in the 

body”

○ 2 Cor. 5:10; Rev. 20:11-15; 1 Cor. 6:9-10; Gal. 5:19-21; Eph. 5:5; 

Col. 3:6; Rev. 21:8; Rev. 22:15



“It would seem that when Judgment for eternal condemnation 

is taken into account the fact is that those who are judged are 

judged according to their deeds and not only their original sin.

This does not mean that infants are not worthy of judgement 

for they are not innocent (see premise 3); 

but when judgment is concerned men are judged 

according to their deeds, so this seems to put 

infants into another category, because they have 

no evil deeds, hence they are 

all saved by Christ.”
Jay Jesuroga // Pastor



“The imputation of Adam�s sin and guilt explains our inability to 

respond to God without regeneration, but the Bible does not teach 

that we will answer for Adam�s sin. We will answer for our own. 

But what about infants? Have those who die in infancy committed 

such sins in the body? We believe not.

One biblical text is particularly helpful at this point. After the 

children of Israel rebelled against God in the wilderness, God 

sentenced that generation to die in the wilderness after 40 years of 

wandering. ‘Not one of these men, this evil generation, shall see the 

good land which I swore to give your fathers.’ (Deut. 1:35) [cont.]”



“But this was not all. God specifically exempted young children 

and infants from this sentence, and even explained why He did so:

‘Moreover, your little ones who you said would become prey, and 

your sons, who this day have no knowledge of good and evil, shall 

enter there, and I will give it to them and they shall possess it.’

(Deut. 1:39) The key issue here is that God 

specifically exempted from the judgment those who 

‘have no knowledge of good or evil’ because of their 

age. These ‘little ones’ would inherit the 

Promised Land, [cont.]” Danny Akin // Seminary Pres.



“and would not be judged on the basis of their fathers� sins.

We believe that this passage bears directly on the issue of infant 

salvation, and that the accomplished work of Christ has removed 

the stain of original sin from those who die in infancy. 

Knowing neither good nor evil, these young children 

are incapable of committing sins in the body – 

are not yet moral agents – and die secure in the

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Al Mohler // Seminary Pres.



View 2 // All infants dying in infancy are saved (cont.)
● We are saved by grace, but damned by works done “in the 

body”

○ Little ones have “no knowledge of good or evil”

■ Deut. 1:35-39; Isa. 7:16

○ No willful rebellion, unbelief, or debased behavior

■ John 3:36; 8:21-24; Matt. 15:18-20

○ No willful suppression of the truth given to all

■ Rom. 1:18-32

● Are they ones with excuse?



“Jesus says in John 9:41 to those who were 

offended at his teaching and asked if he 

thought they were blind-he said, ‘If you were 

blind, you would not have had sin; but since 

you say, “We see,” your sin remains.’

In other words, if a person lacks the natural 

capacity to see the revelation of God's will or 

God's glory then that person's sin would not 

remain - God would not bring the person 

into final judgment for not believing 

what he had no natural capacity to see.”

John Piper // Pastor, Author



“I base my belief that God does not condemn 

babies who die on Romans 1:19-20: ‘For what 

can be known about God is plain to them… 

Therefore, they are without excuse.’

The ‘therefore’ at the end says that mankind 

would seem to have an excuse if they had 

not seen clearly in nature what God is like. 

And so, because I don't think little babies 

can process nature and make conclusions 

about God's grace, glory or justice, it 

seems they would fall into the category 

of still having an excuse.”

John Piper // Pastor, Author



View 2 // All infants dying in infancy are saved (cont.)
● King David knew where his infant was going (2 Sam. 12)

○ David commits adultery with Bathsheba then has her 

husband murdered. 

○ Nathan confronts David, David repents but is told the 

baby will die.

○ The child is stricken with sickness once born.

○ David fast and prays to God day and night for the child.

○ The baby dies on the 7th day.



View 2 // All infants dying in infancy are saved (cont.)
● King David knew where he was going 

○ He knew that he would, “dwell in the house of the Lord 

forever.” - Ps. 23:6

○ He knew he would behold God’s, “face in righteousness; 

when I awake, I shall be satisfied with your likeness.” - Ps 

17:15

○ He said God would, “not abandon my soul to Sheol…  in 

your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand 

are pleasures forevermore.” - Ps. 16:9-11



View 2 // All infants dying in infancy are saved (cont.)
● King David knew where his wicked son Absalom was going 

(2 Sam. 18)

○ When Absalom was an adult he developed a conspiracy 

and chased David right out of Jerusalem even seeking to 

murder his own father.

○ Many events happen and eventually David finds out that 

Absalom dies.

○ David has the opposite reactions to the death of his sons



“He stopped mourning when the baby 

died, he started mourning when 

Absalom died. What's the difference?

He knew the baby was in the presence 

of the Lord. He knew Absalom was not.

In that first son there was hope of a 

reunion, in the second there was horror. 

No sorrow for the death of the first, 

almost unrelieved sorrow 

in the death of the second.”

John MacArthur // Pastor, Author



“It should also be 

emphasized that the 

salvation of all who die in 

infancy is not inconsistent 

with unconditional election

(the view that God chooses 

whom to save of His own 

will, apart from anything in 

the individual). 

As Spurgeon pointed out, 

[cont.]”

Matt Pearman // Author



 “It is not that God chooses 

someone to salvation because 

they are going to die in infancy.

Rather, He has ordained that 

only those who have been 

chosen for salvation will be 

allowed to die in infancy. 

God's justice in condemnation 

will be most clearly seen by 

allowing those who will not be 

saved to demonstrate their 

inherent sinfulness through 

willful, knowing transgression.”

Charles Spurgeon // Pastor (1834-1892)



“The Scripture weighs 

very heavily towards the 

fact that innocent 

children are in Heaven, 

redeemed and dwelling in 

the presence of God. 

In Revelation we read 

that in Heaven we will 

find people ‘out of every 

tribe and tongue and 

people and nation.’ (Rev 

5:9)”

John MacArthur // Pastor, Author



“There are tribes and 

tongues today… who have 

never heard the gospel. Yet 

God’s Word says 

representatives from those… 

will be in Heaven. How is 

this possible?

One way is through the 

redemption of their little 

ones.” John MacArthur // Pastor, Author



“Now the point that we have to 

make is that infants who die 

are given a special dispensation 

of the grace of God; it is not by 

their innocence but by God’s 

grace that they are received

into Heaven… We come into 

this world with a sin nature,

and so the baby that dies, dies 

as a sinful child. And when that 

child is received into heaven,

he is received by grace.”
R.C. Sproul // Pastor, Author



“My wife has had four 

miscarriages, and we fully 

hope and expect to see those 

children in heaven with us.

We assume that we have six 

children and not only two,

and we’re looking forward to 

a reunion with the children 

that we’ve never been able to 

know personally.”

R.C. & Vesta Sproul // Parents



View 3 // Some infants dying in infancy are saved
1. It is apparent that God can save children in the womb like 

John the Baptist.

2. Just because an infant dies- does not mean that they were not 

elect.

3. It is too much to assume that there are no elect infants who 

die in infancy. 

“This in my opinion is the best view.” - Pastor Jay



Elect infants dying in infancy are regenerated and 
saved by Christ through the Spirit; who worketh 

when, and where, and how he pleases; so also are 
all elect persons, who are incapable of being 
outwardly called by the ministry of the Word.

1689 | ch. 10 ¶3



“Thou art good and doest good.” 
//  Psalm 119:68


