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Message:  A Reversal of Joy and Sorrow
Text:         Revelation  18:16 - 19:10

Introduction 

  A.  If you had your choice of having your team ahead at halftime but eventually losing, or
initially losing midway through the contest, but ahead when the game ends, which would
you choose?

      1. The side who is ahead at halftime is having fun.  Members of the other side could be
tempted to be worried, disappointed, sad, frustrated, angry, to backbite and blame each
other, and to quit.

        2.  But if the trailing side could know the lead would be reversed at the end of the game,
instead of ...

a.  worry - confidence e.  anger - peaceableness
b.  disappointment - hope f.  depression - hope
c.  backbiting/finger pointing - harmony g.  giving up - perseverance
d.  discontentment - contentment h.  sadness - joy

  B.  In this cycle of visions the Lord zooms in on the end of the game, so that His church,
pummeled by a world at war with us, might have such confidence, hope, harmony,
perseverance, along with a measure of the joy that will be ours in fulness when Jesus
Christ is revealed from heaven in the glory of His Father.  For in the end, when God sends
Jesus, God wins!

  C.  The visions we now see are given by God to Christ to give to us, His servants, are intended
to bring God’s blessing upon us who read and hear and keep these words with a good
heart, a heart of faith in Christ, and so take hold of eternal life.

Revelation 1:1  The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His
bond-servants, ...  Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the3

prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near. ... 19

"Therefore write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the
things which will take place after these things. 

I.  The things which are:  This world’s kingdom now oppresses and wars against the
church.

  A.  God describes our present situation using the metaphor of a harlot, symbolizing the world’s
seats of power, ruling over the beast, the kingdoms of this world, prosecuting Satan’s war
with God and His church.



Revelation 17:1 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and spoke
with me, saying, "Come here, I will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits
on many waters, 2 with whom the kings of the earth committed acts of immorality,
and those who dwell on the earth were made drunk with the wine of her
immorality." 3 And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness; and I saw a
woman sitting on a scarlet beast, full of blasphemous names, having seven heads and
ten horns. 4 The woman was clothed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and
precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a gold cup full of abominations and of
the unclean things of her immorality, 5 and on her forehead a name was written, a
mystery, "BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH."

Revelation 12:3   Then another sign appeared in heaven: and behold, a great red dragon
having seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads were seven diadems. ...  And the 9

great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan,
who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were
thrown down with him. ...  So the dragon was enraged with the woman, and went 17

off to make war with the rest of her children, who keep the commandments of God
and hold to the testimony of Jesus. 

  B.  At present the bride, the church of Jesus, is suffering at the harlot’s hand.

Revelation 17:6 And I saw the woman drunk with the blood of the saints, and with
the blood of the witnesses of Jesus. 

II.  The things to come:  God will reverse the joy of the world and the sorrow of His saints
when He sends Jesus in all of His divine glory.

  A.  The world’s joy will be turned to sorrow.

      1.  God through His prophets has long announced this future reversal of joy and sorrow.

Isaiah 65:13 Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, My servants will eat, but you
will be hungry. Behold, My servants will drink, but you will be thirsty. Behold, My
servants will rejoice, but you will be put to shame. 14 "Behold, My servants will
shout joyfully with a glad heart, but you will cry out with a heavy heart, and you
will wail with a broken spirit.

      2.  At His first coming to earth Jesus spoke of such reversal.

Luke 6:20 And turning His gaze toward His disciples, He began to say, "Blessed are you
who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 21 "Blessed are you who hunger
now, for you shall be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.
22 "Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you, and insult you, and



scorn your name as evil, for the sake of the Son of Man. 23 "Be glad in that day and
leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven. For in the same way their
fathers used to treat the prophets. 

24 "But woe to you who are rich, for you are receiving your comfort in full. 25 "Woe
to you who are well-fed now, for you shall be hungry. Woe to you who laugh now,
for you shall mourn and weep. 26 "Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for
their fathers used to treat the false prophets in the same way.

      3.  Revelation 18:8-11, in the end Babylon’s joy in all the things she enjoys will be turned to
sorrow.  The picture of sorrow.  - no sound of mall shopping, MTV, ESPN, Wall Street
gains, weddings, schools, football games, water skiing on Lake Murray, smart phones and
text messages, etc.

Revelation 18:8 "For this reason in one day her plagues will come, pestilence and
mourning and famine, and she will be burned up with fire; for the Lord God who
judges her is strong. 9 "And the kings of the earth, who committed acts of immorality
and lived sensuously with her, will weep and lament over her when they see the smoke
of her burning, 10 standing at a distance because of the fear of her torment, saying, 'Woe,
woe, the great city, Babylon, the strong city! For in one hour your judgment has come.' 11
"And the merchants of the earth weep and mourn over her, because no one buys their
cargoes any more--

Revelation 18:19 "And they threw dust on their heads and were crying out, weeping
and mourning, saying, 'Woe, woe, the great city, in which all who had ships at sea
became rich by her wealth, for in one hour she has been laid waste!'

Revelation 18:22 "And the sound of harpists and musicians and flute-players and
trumpeters will not be heard in you any longer; and no craftsman of any craft will
be found in you any longer; and the sound of a mill will not be heard in you any
longer; 23 and the light of a lamp will not shine in you any longer; and the voice of
the bridegroom and bride will not be heard in you any longer; ....

      4.  The reasons for Babylon’s judgment.

a.  Self-worship vs God-worship

Revelation 18:7 "To the degree that she glorified herself and lived
sensuously, to the same degree give her torment and mourning; for she says
in her heart, 'I SIT as A QUEEN AND I AM NOT A WIDOW, and will
never see mourning.'

b.  Deceiving the nations into idolatry, immorality, sensuality.



Revelation 18:23 and the light of a lamp will not shine in you any longer; and the
voice of the bridegroom and bride will not be heard in you any longer; for your
merchants were the great men of the earth, because all the nations were
deceived by your sorcery.

Revelation 18:9 "And the kings of the earth, who committed acts of
immorality and lived sensuously with her, will weep and lament over her
when they see the smoke of her burning,

c.  Shedding the blood of the saints

Revelation 18:24 "And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints
and of all who have been slain on the earth."

  B.  The church’s sorrow will be turned to joy.

      1.  The call to joy of all who love God in heaven and earth. 

Revelation 18:20 "Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you saints and apostles and
prophets, because God has pronounced judgment for you against her."

      2.  The response of joy - Hallelujah!  19:1,3,6

Revelation 19:7 "Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the
marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready."

      3.  The reason for joy.

a.  God’s vindication of His righteous character and that of His Son.

        (1)  God has pronounced Himself righteous and has promised that in justice and
righteousness He would deliver and vindicate His people.

    (2) But His delay in revealing His justice and faithfulness to His promises causes some 
to call into question His truthfulness and righteousness, and causes the saints to
long for the revelation of  His righteousness in the judgment of the world.

Revelation 6:9 When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the
souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God, and because of the
testimony which they had maintained; 10 and they cried out with a loud voice,
saying, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from judging and
avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?" 11 And there was given
to each of them a white robe; and they were told that they should rest for a little
while longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brethren who
were to be killed even as they had been, would be completed also.



    (3)   But for His own sake God will act, displaying His righteousness by judging all 
wickedness.

Ezekiel 36:23 "I will vindicate the holiness of My great name which has been
profaned among the nations, which you have profaned in their midst. Then the
nations will know that I am the LORD," declares the Lord GOD, "when I prove
Myself holy among you in their sight.

Revelation 19:1   After these things I heard something like a loud voice of a great
multitude in heaven, saying, "Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to
our God;  BECAUSE HIS JUDGMENTS ARE TRUE AND RIGHTEOUS; 2

for He has judged the great harlot who was corrupting the earth with her
immorality, and HE HAS AVENGED THE BLOOD OF HIS BOND-
SERVANTS ON HER."  And a second time they said, "Hallelujah! HER 3

SMOKE RISES UP FOREVER AND EVER."  And the twenty-four elders and 4

the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who sits on the throne
saying, "Amen. Hallelujah!"

b.  God’s vindication of his people’s faith as He has promised.

Deuteronomy 32:36 "For the LORD will vindicate His people, and will have
compassion on His servants, when He sees that their strength is gone, and there is
none remaining, bond or free.  ... 43 "Rejoice, O nations, with His people; for He
will avenge the blood of His servants, and will render vengeance on His
adversaries, and will atone for His land and His people."

Revelation 18:20 "Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you saints and apostles and
prophets, because God has pronounced judgment for you against her."

Revelation 19:2 BECAUSE HIS JUDGMENTS ARE TRUE AND
RIGHTEOUS; for He has judged the great harlot who was corrupting the earth
with her immorality, and HE HAS AVENGED THE BLOOD OF HIS BOND-
SERVANTS ON HER."

Revelation 3:9 'Behold, I will cause those of the synagogue of Satan, who say
that they are Jews and are not, but lie-- I will make them come and bow down at
your feet, and make them know that I have loved you.

c.  God’s people inherit His presence and glory.

Revelation 19:7 "Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the
marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready." 8 It
was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen
is the righteous acts of the saints. 9 Then he said to me, "Write, 'Blessed are
those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.'" And he said to
me, "These are true words of God."



III.  The grace filled heart of God toward us is revealed in these visions.

  A.  In the blessing God has planned for those who love Him.

Revelation 1:3  Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the
prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near. 

John 17:24 "Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me
where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved
Me before the foundation of the world.

Revelation 21:3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the
tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be
His people, and God Himself will be among them, 4 and He will wipe away every
tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be
any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away." 5 And He who
sits on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new." And He said, "Write, for
these words are faithful and true." 6 Then He said to me, "It is done. I am the Alpha and
the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the
spring of the water of life without cost. 7 "He who overcomes will inherit these
things, and I will be his God and he will be My son.

  B.  In revealing in these visions what He has appointed for the future so that we might persevere 
in faith and rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.  Such a revelation with such a 
purpose underscores God’s kind and tender purposes for us, His people.

IV.  The grace fueled heart of the church is revealed in her response to God.

  A.  By God’s grace His people keep the commandments of God and the testimony of Jesus amid
persecution.

Revelation 12:17 So the dragon was enraged with the woman, and went off to make war
with the rest of her children, who keep the commandments of God and hold to the
testimony of Jesus.

  B.  By God’s grace God’s people follow Jesus with pure hearts wherever He leads them, putting
on the image of Christ.

Revelation 14:4 ... These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These
have been purchased from among men as first fruits to God and to the Lamb. 5 And no lie
was found in their mouth; they are blameless.

Revelation 19:8  It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean;



for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. 

Romans 13:12   The night is almost gone, and the day is near. Therefore let us lay aside
the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.  Let us behave properly as in the 13

day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in
strife and jealousy.  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the 14

flesh in regard to its lusts. 

  C.  By God’s grace God’s people in faith flee Babylon, the harlot, to be identified with the new 
Jerusalem, the bride of Christ.

Revelation 18:4 I heard another voice from heaven, saying, "Come out of her, my
people, so that you will not participate in her sins and receive of her plagues;

  D.  By God’s grace we live and rejoice in the hope of inheriting the glory of God when Jesus
returns.

Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith
into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.

Romans 8:17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if
indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him. 18 For I consider
that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that
is to be revealed to us.

Conclusion

  A.  God has given everyone here today 2 visions of 2 groups of people.  Everyone here belongs
to one of these 2 groups.  

      1.  The first identifies with the harlot, drinks from the cup of her immorality, and practices 
self-indulgence in order to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin.

      2.  The second group identifies with the bride of Christ, practicing self-denial in order to
enjoy the eternal pleasures of glory in the presence of God and His Son.

  B.  Though these visions God is inviting all of us to share the blessing of this latter group when
Jesus returns by entrusting all that we are to all that Christ is.  Those who do, in spite of
the world’s opposition, can live, replacing ...

a.  worry with confidence e.  anger with peaceableness
b.  disappointment with hope f.  depression with hope



c.  backbiting/finger pointing with harmony g.  giving up with perseverance
d.  discontentment with contentment h.  sadness with joy and thanksgiving

  C.  So reject the harlot and embrace the Bridegroom of the church, Jesus Christ.
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