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KJV – Revelation 11:1-2 

 

Revelation Prophecy Study – Lesson-9                                                                                                                    
“The Anti-Christ’s Temple” 

Introduction: 

     There will be an actual Tribulation Temple that fits into the history of Israel’s Tabernacle and 
Temples. Let’s look at the command given to John during the unfolding of the events that will occur 
during Daniel’s 70th Week or the Great Tribulation. 

Revelation 11:1-2 

1And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the 
temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. 

2 But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the 
Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months. 

     This is quite an extensive subject on the Tabernacle and the Temple’s but this lesson is designed 
just to give a brief over view of the Anti-Christ’s Temple during the Great Tribulation. 

     But keep in mind, even after the Tribulation Temple there will be another Temple that will be 
built that will replace the Anti-Christ’s temple after the Great Tribulation. Let’s review these 
structures through the dispensations where God has been primarily dealing with the Jews to review 
their relationship to Israel and see how even the Anti-Christ’s Temple will play a part in the future 
of Israel. We will begin with the very first of these structures that God commanded Moses to build, 
staring with the tabernacle. 

1. The Tabernacle: 
 
     The Tabernacle (the tent) precise details was given to Moses for the building of this place of 
worship which is also known as a temple. 
 
“So Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and after they had drunk. Now Eli the priest sat 
upon a seat by a post of the temple of the LORD” (KJV; I Samuel 1:9). 
 
     The tabernacle is also referred to as a temple in the Psalms of David, because this was the temple 
in which God dwelt, it was the House of God. Still only a tent yet this tent was brought through the 
forty years of the wilderness journey and existed for four-hundred years mainly at Shiloh before 
Solomon’s temple was built. 
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2. Solomon’s Temple: 

     “And for the house he made windows of narrow lights. And against the wall of the house he built 
chambers round about, against the walls of the house round about, both of the temple and of the 
oracle: and he made chambers round about: The nethermost chamber was five cubits broad, and the 
middle was six cubits broad, and the third was seven cubits broad: for without in the wall of the house 
he made narrowed rests round about, that the beams should not be fastened in the walls of the house” 
(KJV; I Kings 6:4-6). 

     First Kings calls this construction a temple, built by the king with the material his father King 
David had gather around 970 B.C. This temple was literal as well as the tabernacle built by Moses. It 
was so literal in fact it is even recorded in secular history as being destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar in 
586 B.C. and the contents were taken away into Babylon. 

3. Zerubbabel’s Temple: 

     Another literal temple recorded in the Old Testament book of Ezra. “Now when the enemies of 
Judah and Benjamin heard that the people of the exile were building a temple to the LORD God of Israel, 

2 they approached Zerubbabel and the heads of  fathers’ households, and said to them, “Let us build 
with you, for we, like you, seek your God; and we have been sacrificing to Him since the days of 
Esarhaddon king of Assyria, who brought us up here.” 

3 But Zerubbabel and Jeshua and the rest of the heads of fathers’ households of Israel said to them, 
“You have nothing in common with us in building a house to our God; but we ourselves will together 
build to the LORD God of Israel, as King Cyrus, the king of Persia has commanded us.” 

4 Then the people of  the land discouraged the people of Judah, and frightened them from building,” 
(NASB – Ezra 4:1-4). 

     This temple was rebuilt by the returning exiles in the days of Ezra and Nehemiah. It was nothing 
like Solomon’s temple; in fact it was so insignificant in comparison that many people wept. Martin 
writes: “the enemies used two methods of opposition to try to keep the temple from being built. First 
they offered to help in the construction process, thereby hoping to infiltrate the ranks and sidetrack 
the building project. When that did not work, they frightened the builders (perhaps with threats on 
their lives) and even hired counselors to frustrate them” (Walvoord & Zuck, 1985, p. 660). This 
temple was completed around 516 B.C. and stood for over 500 years and then was destroyed by 
Antiochus Epiphanes. 

4. Herod’s Temple: 

     The fourth mention of a temple was the temple of Herod the Great in the time of Christ. “The Jews 
then said, It took forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?” (NASB – 
John 2:20). Yes this also was a literal temple because even the Jews indicated to Christ that there 
would be no possible way He could raise it up in three days because it took forty-six years to build 
it. This temple was built by Herod and later destroyed by Titus the Roman Emperor in 70 A.D. just 
as the LORD Jesus Christ had predicted in the Olivet Discourse. “Then Jesus went out and departed 
from the temple, and His disciples came up to show Him the buildings of the temple. And Jesus said to  
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them, “Do you not see all these things? Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone shall be left here upon 
another, that shall not be thrown down” (NKJV – Matthew 24:1-2). 

     During the period of the Jews God has saw fit a part of His Sovereign plan to always have a 
temple for the Jewish People. Christ told His disciples that this last temple (speaking of Herod’s 
Temple) would be destroyed and there shall not be one stone left upon another, that they should all 
be thrown down. This was literally fulfilled in A.D. 70 with the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
world wide dispersion of the Jews. Yet this period a new dispensation had already begun, this was 
the dispensation we are currently living in called the “Church Age” or the Dispensation of Grace. 

     This is a period in which the LORD God has left off dealing primarily with the Jews and has begun 
dealing with the Gentiles. As Paul tells us in Romans – “For I would not, brethren that ye should be 
ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened 
to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles are come in.” 

     This is the completion of God’s purpose for this current age in which God is calling out Gentiles 
unto Salvation. Note though that during God’s initial plan for calling of a nation and giving them His 
Law, (Israel) they had a tabernacle during a period of which God was primarily dealing with the 
Jews. 

     During Daniel’s 69 weeks the 483 years after the exile of the Southern Kingdom, Israel had a 
Temple because God was primarily dealing with the Jews. At the end of Daniel’s 69th week when the 
Messiah was cut off God opened the door of Grace up totally to all the Gentile nations and had left 
off dealing with the Jews. This is the current Church age, the fullness of the Gentiles and there is no 
Temple. 

     Yet there is a period of 7 years left where God will return back to dealing with the Jews. The 
Temple will be rebuilt for this period of sorrow, the time of trouble which is referred to as the Great 
Tribulation. This is a period of time where God returns dealing directly with Israel. 

5. The Antichrist’s Temple: 

     All though there is not a detail description given of this temple we know from the Scriptures that 
it is literal from the writings of the Apostle Paul. “Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is 
called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that 
he is God” (KJV; II Thessalonians 2:4). The Dome of the Rock mosque that currently stands in 
Jerusalem will somehow be demolished and a new temple will be built for the son of perdition “that 
man of sin.” 

     What does the current Mosque have to do with the tribulation temple? This Dome of the Rock is 
sitting at the site of Solomon’s Temple where Abraham was commended to offer young Isaac upon 
the altar, but God provided the substitute. The Antichrist Temple will be built on the present 
location where the current Dome of the Rock is. So that means something will have to happen to 
this Mosque. What do you think will happen to the Dome of the Rock in preparation for the 
Tribulation Temple? 

     The Anti-Christ will come onto the world scene as a bringing of false peace. He is that rider upon 
that white horse and the breaking of the first seal in Revelation 6:1-2. He is holding a bow, yet no  
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arrows. A deliverer of false peace into a world that has just been placed into to total state of chaos 
because of the translation (Rapture) of the church. 
 
     There will no doubt be total panic, riots, and chaos as a result of this global event. Of course the 
center of all religious tension throughout the ages has been the Holy Land and the city of Jerusalem. 
It will no doubt be attacked and a major war will develop in the middle-east. When the Anti-Christ 
comes on the scene one of the first things that He does is sign a peace treaty with the nation of 
Israel and the surrounding countries, as a result of this major conflict. It is my opinion that it will be 
a result of this conflict after the Rapture of the Church that the Dome of the Rock will be destroyed. 
 
     The Anti-Christ will bring a short temporary end to the fighting and chaos in the Holy Land when 
he shall confirm his covenant with many for one week, or 7 years. Of course this is false peace, but 
the dome has been destroyed, and temporary peace has been delivered to the land to allow the 
construction of the Tribulation Temple. We know it will be completed by the 3 ½ year mark, 
because the Anti-Christ breaks his covenant in the midst “middle” of the week. He goes into the 
temple and brings about the abomination of desolation. 

     The Anti-Christ’s Temple plays an important part of the history of Israel and fulfills Bible 
Prophecy. It fulfills the many prophecies that are foretold about this place of worship for the man of 
sin, the son of perdition. So this Temple is a very important piece of history, yet to come for Israel. 
Although this Temple does not have to be built prior to the rapture, we know from the Bible that it 
does have to be built prior to the half way point of the seven years of the tribulation. There are 
many Bible prophecies that will be fulfilled with the Temple as a part of these prophecies. Dr. 
Thomas Ice noted; “that if the building were to start today it would result in a wild jihad from the 
Muslim world.” 

     Although the Temple does not have to be built prior to the rapture, we know from the Bible that 
it does have to be built prior to the half way point of the seven years of the tribulation. There are 
many Bible prophecies that will be fulfilled with this Temple.  The Apostle John was even given a 
command in Revelation chapter eleven to measure this Temple and the altar. So my friend it is real, 
this is not some future-fiction story made up by the church, it is not an allegory but an actual Bible 
Prophecy that will be completed before Christ returns. 

Revelation 11:1-2 

1And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the 
temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. 

2 But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the 
Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months. 

     We can clearly see from the Scripture that this Tribulation Temple is real and it will be built to 
fulfill God’s plan, exactly how the LORD has purposed it. 


