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Message #14                                                                                                            Ezekiel 11:1-25 
 
Just this past week someone said it really doesn’t matter who becomes leader of this country 
because in the end it won’t make much difference.  According to the Word of God, it makes a 
big difference.  That point is clear right here.  Leaders who reverence God can lead people to the 
blessings of God, but corrupt leaders can lead people to the judgment of God.  That point is clear 
from this text in Ezekiel. 
 
CORRUPT RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL LEADERS WERE THE CA USE OF GOD’S 
GLORY LEAVING HIS LAND, BUT GOD WILL ALWAYS CARE FO R AND BLESS 
THOSE WHO REMAIN FAITHFUL TO HIM AND ONE DAY HIS GL ORY WILL 
RETURN AND ISRAEL WILL BE FULLY RESTORED TO HER LAN D. 
 
As chapter 10 ended, we saw the glory of God getting ready to leave Jerusalem.  In this 
chapter it does leave. 
 
There are three main parts to this chapter. 
 
PART #1 – Ezekiel is brought to the east gate of the Temple to see the corrupt leaders and 
                       God’s future destructive judgment.  11:1-13 
 
Notice how the chapter begins–this was all led by God’s Spirit.  This is not some thought 
dreamed up by Ezekiel; God’s Spirit was in every bit of this.   
 
In verse 1 we learn that Ezekiel was transported to the east gate of the Temple and when he got 
there he saw twenty-five men, some of whom he knew by name.  Now remember, he is in 
Babylon so God is letting him see who is in the Temple and what is going on there. 
 
Two men stood out to Ezekiel, Jaazaniah son of Azzur and Pelatiah son of Benaiah.  Now back 
in chapter 8 and verse 16 he had seen 25 men with their backs to the Temple and Jaazaniah, who 
was the son of Shaphan, was there (8:11).  Apparently these were two different leaders with the 
same name and they also had the same corruption.  In chapter 8 they were the religious 
leaders and here in chapter 11 they are 25 civic and political leaders.  So what we have here 
are religious leaders and political leaders in Jerusalem and they are all corrupt.  Every one 
of them.   
 
Now their names indicate that these leaders did know the Lord or should have known the Lord.  
Jaazaniah means he who will be heard by the Lord.  Azur means helper.  Pelatiah means he who 
is delivered by the Lord.  Benaiah means he who is built up by the Lord.  These men, by virtue 
of their own names, knew the truth about God and yet they deliberately turned away from 
it. 
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Now the description of what these leaders were doing is seen in verse 2; these are men who 
devise iniquity and give evil advice to the people of the city.  
 
What we learn in verse 3 is what they were saying was a saying that gave a false sense of 
security to the people in Jerusalem.  They were telling people that Jerusalem was the pot and 
they were the choice contents left in the pot.  They were the true people.   
 
The statement about “time not near to build houses” may mean they were telling the people that 
they were so secure that it wouldn’t be long and before they would experience prosperity and 
would be building more houses.  They were probably making fun of and mocking the prediction 
that judgment would soon come against them (Ezek. 7:2).  They had heard of the fact that 
Jeremiah had told the exiles that they were to build houses in Babylon and live there for a while 
and they were telling the people that we are in Jerusalem and we can build here.  Don’t sweat it. 
 
If other people can build where they are, certainly we can build our houses here.  God will not 
judge us.  These people had not been taken captive in the first and second Babylonian cam-
paigns.  So the leaders were saying you are faithful; God has left you here because you are so 
godly.  Those other people were bad.  After the Rapture the Antichrist will try to convince 
people they will be okay. 
 
These corrupt leaders were trying to convince the people that they were fine.  They were telling 
the people just the opposite of the truth. 
 
So in verse 4, God tells Ezekiel to prophesy against these leaders and people.  Ezekiel, you are to 
prophesy against them. 
 
Notice again that in verse 5 the Spirit of the LORD fell on Ezekiel, directing him in precisely 
what to say.  I want you to give them seven messages: 
 
Message #1 - You think you are the protected house of Israel, but I know your thoughts.  11:5 
 
Ezekiel, you begin by telling the people I see and know what you are thinking.  I see and know 
what the religious leaders and political leaders and the people are thinking.  God knew that these 
people were not interested in Him or His Word. 
 
Message #2 - You tell the leaders that you have multiplied the slain and filled the streets with  
                            dead bodies.  11:6 
 
In other words, the flesh is dead bodies.  These leaders were charged with actually killing people 
(19:3, 6; 22:6, 25).  They apparently killed people for profit, including widows (22:25).  They 
would be held accountable for letting their people be destroyed. 
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Message #3 - You leaders will be brought out of the city and slain with the sword.  11:7-8 
 
The thing that prompted them to fear the sword was the fact that they knew in their conscience 
that this is what they deserved.  You are telling people that Jerusalem is a safe city; it is a war 
zone.  It will not be a refuge for anyone. 
 
Message #4 - You will be specifically brought out to strangers and they will execute my  
                          judgment on you.  11:9 
 
You tell those leaders I will bring them out of the city and I will permit My people to be 
dominated by foreign powers who I will let execute judgments upon My own people. 
 
Message #5 - You will be killed by the sword to the border of Israel.  11:10 
 
The border of Israel is the farthest point away from Jerusalem.  The borders of Israel clearly 
remind us of the wonderful blessings of the land when Joshua divided it among the nation  
Israel.  Hamath was the northern border of Israel.  At Riblah, in Hamath, the king of Babylon 
condemned Zedekiah and the princes of Judah (Jer. 52:9-10). 
 
Message #6 - You will not be living in Jerusalem as in a pot, you will be judged  
                              to the border of Israel.  11:11 
 
As we said, much of this was fulfilled partially when Nebuchadnezzar literally received prisoners 
at the borders of Israel at Riblah (II Kings 25:18-21; Jer. 52:24-27). 
 
Message #7 - You will know that I am the LORD and you have not obeyed My Word.  11:12 
 
You acted more like the heathen nations than the people of God. 
 
According to verse 13, as Ezekiel was giving this prophecy, Pelatiah died.  He literally dropped 
dead.  He dropped dead as a Divine judgment of God.  He had been a leader in promoting 
idolatry and as Ezekiel was prophesying, he literally dropped dead. 
 
Now this is a very rare judgment of God.  This is one like Acts 5, with Ananias and Sapphira. 
Typically when someone dies it is not like this.  But when one drops dead in the middle of a 
prophetic message, it is a judgment of God. 
 
Well some might think God would never do this now in the Grace Age.  Revelation 2:20-23 says 
that there are times when God will do this kind of thing in a church.   
 
When Ezekiel saw God do this, he fell down on his face and said Lord God are you going to 
completely destroy Israel?  God was starting to drop people dead and Ezekiel wondered if He 
was going to destroy all of Israel.   
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PART #2 – Ezekiel is given a promise of future national restoration and blessing.  11:14-21 
 
Just as God’s Word promises judgment, so it also gives hope.  Ezekiel was so overwhelmed with 
the judgment God was sending that he wondered if it was all over for Israel.  So God gives 
Ezekiel one of the great visions of national restoration for Israel.  There are six messages He 
gives to Ezekiel: 
 
Message #1 - Even though I have judged them and they are far away from Me and the Land,  
                          I am their sanctuary no matter what country they are in.  11:15-16 
 
This was so foreign to what the religious and political leaders were telling the people.  They were 
telling the people that God would bless them in the land and God said, “No,” “I am blessing My 
faithful people who are in exile.”  He said I have removed them far from the land (v. 16), but I 
am their sanctuary.  I will take care of them and protect them. 
 
This is amazing grace.  God is the one judging Israel for her apostasy and yet He is still looking 
out for them.  Notice the emphasis: “your brothers”; “your relatives”; “your fellow exiles” and 
the whole house of Israel. 
 
God says I am the One who scattered you.  God sovereignly displaced Israel because of her 
rebellion and allowed her to be scattered among many nations.  However, God says I was a 
sanctuary for them in those countries.  In other words, I was caring for them and watching out  
for them and providing for them. 
 
This is so good to know.  God takes care of His faithful people regardless of what is going on in 
the religious and political world. 
 
Message #2 - I will regather you out of all the countries and give you the land.  11:17 
 
The Promised Land is Israel’s land and one day God will give her the entirety of her land. 
 
Message #3 - When this happens they will remove all detestable and abominable things 
                           from the land.  11:18 
 
When Israel comes back to her land there will be idolatrous evidences of abominations that once 
were there.  Israel will remove those things and will purge the land of all the abominations. 
 
Message #4 - God will give Israel a new spirit and new heart.  11:19 
 
Notice the text says that God will give them one heart.  They will have a united, singleness of 
focus on God and His Word.  There will be, as Moshe Greenburg said, a “singleness of mind and 
constancy of conduct” (Ezekiel 1-20, p. 190). 
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No longer will she be rebellious against God and His Word.  I have said this before, one of the 
great prayers to God is that He would give us a clean heart and keep our hearts and minds pliable 
and sensitive to Him. 
 
Message #5 - The result of the new spirit and heart will be they will obey My Word as My  
                          people and I will be their God.  11:20 
 
The people will obey the Word of God.  They will seek to obey and apply all God has given 
them. 
 
This is so important for every dispensation.  God determines a relationship with Him in 
connection with how seriously His people are about His Word. 
 
Message #6 - Those whose hearts go after detestable things will be judged.  11:21 
 
Any who do not have this one heart focus on God and His Word will be judged.  Those who 
persist in their devotion to vile and detestable things will receive the wrath they deserve. 
 
PART #3 – Ezekiel sees the glory of the Lord leaving the city.  11:22-25 
 
Ezekiel sees the majesty of God leaving the city.   
 
It is interesting that the glory paused over the mountain east of the city which is the Mt. of 
Olives.  This was the very mountain from which the Lord Jesus ascended back up into heaven 
and it will be to this very mountain that He will again return.  This is a sacred place. 
 
One Jewish Rabbi wrote, “For three and a half years the Presence tarried on the Mount of Olives, 
proclaiming thrice daily, ‘Return, wayward sons’ (Jer. 3:22).  When it saw they would not 
repent, it flew away, saying ‘I will go back to my abode till they realize their guilt; in their 
distress they will seek me and beg for my favor’” (Hos. 5:15) (Ibid., p. 191). 
 
According to verse 24, when the vision was over, Ezekiel was brought back to the exiles in 
Chaldea and he told them everything the Lord had shown him. 
 
It is critical that religious and political leaders stay focused on the Word of God.  This is a key to 
the people experiencing the blessings of God.  But even if leaders don’t keep this focus, God will 
always be a sanctuary for those who love Him and His Word. 


