
THE LARGER AND SHORTER CATECHISMS. 
 

WHAT MAN OUGHT TO BELIEVE CONCERNING GOD 

 

QUESTION # 13. 
 

(Larger Catechism) 
Q #13. What hath God especially decreed concerning angels and men? 
A. God, by an eternal and immutable decree, out of his mere love, for the praise of his 
glorious grace, to be manifested in due time, hath elected some angels to glory;1 and in 
Christ hath chosen some men to eternal life, and the means thereof:2 and also, according 
to his sovereign power, and the unsearchable counsel of his own will, (whereby he 
extendeth or withholdeth favour as he pleaseth,) hath passed by and foreordained the rest 
to dishonor and wrath, to be for their sin inflicted, to the praise of the glory of his justice.3 
_________________________ 
Question 1—What is the election of God? 

Answer—The election of God is an eternal and immutable decree, Eph. 1:4; Ps. 33:11.  
It is a choosing from eternity as it arises in the mind and will of God, which are eternal, 
and are the foundation of this election, 1 Pet. 1:19, 20; Matt. 25:34.  This choosing, being 
the eternal purposing of God, is also immutable, not subject to a change in the mind of 
God nor to be overturned by the counsel of men, Isa. 14:24, 27. 

This decree, as affecting the creature, arises from his mere love, and no consideration 
to be found in the creature himself, Rom. 9:11-13.  It is God’s mere love that is expressed 
toward the creature in this choosing of one rather than another, Mal. 1:2, 3.  This love is 
the voluntary intention of the spiritual well-being of those creatures so chosen by God, Jer. 
31:3.  Again, this love is uninfluenced, as nothing in the objects of this love did call it into 
exercise toward the creature, Deut. 7:7, 8.  Thus, God loves from himself according to his 
own purpose, or will, 2 Tim. 1:9.  Any love the creature bears to God is due to God’s love 
first finding the creature, 1 John 4:19. 

As touching himself, God’s decree of election is for the praise of his glorious grace, 
Rom. 11:36.  All things being determined by the eternal and immutable decree, God’s end 
that is studied is his own glory, Rev. 4:11; and, this is to be the end to which all creatures 
shall also be constrained to turn, Phil. 2:10. 

This purpose of election, being founded in eternity, is only manifested toward men in 
time, Tit. 1:2, 3.  It is only in time that men come to know of the election that respects the 
rational and intelligent creatures, both angels and men, 1 Tim. 6:14-16. 

First, this election respects angels, 1 Tim. 5:21.  This election does not respect angels 
as subjects of salvation but as to the keeping of their first estate, Jude 6.  The angels that 
did not fall from this estate have been confirmed in a state of blessed holiness whereby 
they are designated as holy angels, Rev. 14:10.  These angels have been elected to 
partake, or share, in that glory which is God’s, Matt. 16:27.  These angels, though not 
chosen in Christ, are yet chosen for Christ and for his purposes toward his church, Job 
38:7; Col. 1:16, 17; Matt. 13:41, 42, 49, 50. 
                                                           
1 1 Tim. 5:21. 
2 Eph. 1:4-6; 2 Thess. 2:13, 14. 
3 Rom. 9:17, 18, 21, 22; Matt. 11:25, 26; 2 Tim. 2:20; Jude 4; 1 Pet. 2:8. 



Second, this election extends so to men that God has elected some, in Christ, to 
eternal life and glory, 1 Thess. 1:4.  This is not an election which depends upon the will or 
desire of men, Rom. 9:16; nor does it stand in the works of men, 2 Tim. 1:9; nor is it 
founded upon any holiness in men, Eph. 1:4; neither is it the result of any obedience 
wrought by men, 1 Pet. 1:1, 2.  Election solely and wholly depends upon the sovereign 
good pleasure and grace of God toward his chosen people, Eph. 1:9; Matt. 13:11; Rom. 
8:28; 11:5, 6. 

According to this election of God, he has chosen some men to salvation through a 
Redeemer, Christ, Eph. 1:4-6; they are chosen in Christ, though their election is not 
founded in Christ, cf. Isa. 42:1.  Furthermore, this election is not to salvation apart from 
means but in and through the appointed means, 2 Thess. 2:13, 14.  Election is the cause 
why some men make use of the appointed means while others given them no heed, Acts 
13:48. 
Question 2—What is the reprobation of God? 

Answer—Reprobation is that decree whereby God has left some men to perish for 
their sins, 2 Tim. 2:20.  Christ’s command to the wicked in the final judgment is proof of 
the reality of this disposition of some men and angels, Matt. 25:41.  It is a decree which 
consists in two things: 

First, there is a preterition, or passing by, whereby some men were not taken into this 
election of grace, Matt. 11:25, 26.  This preterition is no mere passing over, or omitting, 
but is a consequential determination by God, Rom. 11:7.  Preterition, then, is not a 
passive disposition but a negative disposition toward some of the creatures, John 12:40.  
Thus, while the names of the elect are written in the book of life, before the foundation of 
the world, Luke 10:20; Phil. 4:3; the names of the reprobate are excluded from this book, 
Rev. 13:8.  This preterition extends to the realm of angelic beings as well as men, Ps. 
78:49. 

Second, there is a foreordaining which is twofold: 1.) To dishonor, whereby the 
reprobate are foreordained to a general purpose of being agencies of evil, Prov. 16:4.  
Although wholly disposed to the doing of wickedness, their disobedience is always 
channeled and subject to the purposes of God, 1 Pet. 2:8; Acts 2:23; 4:23.  2.) To wrath, 
that is the destruction that inheres in this disobedience to God, Jude 4.  Whereof the 
apostle affirms, they are made to such an end as this condign destruction, 2 Pet. 2:12.  
This foreordination to dishonor and wrath extends to the angelic realm also, Rev. 12:7-9; 2 
Pet. 2:4. 

Although reprobation forms the remote and primary cause of this damnation, yet the 
immediate and efficient cause of the suffering of the reprobate in the pains of hell is due to 
their actions and owning of the sinfulness of those evil actions, Rom. 2:5; John 8:24. 

Nonetheless, this reprobation stands not in the power of men, but in the power of God 
to do whatsoever he pleases, Eph. 1:11.  Therefore, it is a matter of his sovereign good 
pleasure whether he create one vessel for honor and another for dishonor, Rom. 9:21, 22; 
2 Tim. 2:20.  Likewise, it stands in the unsearchable counsel of his own will, whereby he 
extends or withholds favor as he pleases, Rom. 9:15, 17, 18. 

This reprobation is to the praise of the glory of his justice, Ps. 7:17.  Reprobation, 
being part of that eternal decree of God, is part of the very counsel whereby God 
manifests himself to his intelligent creation and is, therefore, both honorable and glorious, 
Ps. 111:3.  This shall form part of the matter of praises throughout eternity, Rev. 15:3, 4. 


