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-- 

Jesus said interesting things. Consider this famous quote from Matthew 5:13 (NKJV): 

"You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is good for 

nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men." 

-- 

Salt is perhaps the most common sesasoning known to man. But in the days of Jesus, it was used as a 

currency. Thus the origin of the saying for someone who was lazy, "They are not worth their salt." Salt is 

even more, it was a preservative. I think that's the emphasis Jesus is using here. His followers were to 

have a positive, preserving influence on those around them. They were to be a good influence in society, 

just as Jesus was. 

-- 

TEN WAYS TO MAKE PEOPLE THIRSTY FOR JESUS: 

 

1. MAKE OTHERS FEEL IMPORTANT 

(Matthew 5:3 - Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven".) 

Those who are "poor in spirit" have no trouble making others feel rich in their spirit as they realize they 

have an infinite amount of the Holy Spirit to pass on to others. 

-- 

2. SHARE THE HURT OF OTHERS 

(Matthew 5:4 - "Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.") Jesus didn't say here that 

we were only to mourn over our own troubles. The Bible instructs us to "rejoice with those who rejoice, 

and weep with those who weep" Romans 12:15. Have you done any of that in a concrete way lately? 

-- 

3. HAVE A MILD DISPOSITION 

(Matthew 5:5 - "Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth." This philosophy did not originate 

in the halls of Washington D.C. or in Yale School of Business. In Matthew 11:29 Jesus personally 



describes Himself in these words, "Take my yoke upon you and learn of me for I am meek and lowly in 

heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls." PEOPLE PREFER TO FOLLOW THOSE WHO HELP OR UPLIFT 

THEM NOT THOSE WHO INTIMIDATE THEM. 

-- 

4. LIVE A CONSISTENT LIFE 

(Matthew 5:6 - "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled.") A 

perfect life is unattainable for all but Jesus, a consistent life, on the other hand, is an attainable goal. 

There is the term, "a long obedience" and that is what it takes to make an eternal impact. 

-- 

5. HAVE A FORGIVING SPIRIT 

(Matthew 5:7 - "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.") If you are a grudge bearer forget 

about having very much influence on leading others to Jesus. 

-- 

6. KEEP YOUR HEART PURE 

(Matthew 5:8 - "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.") This is the part of you nobody 

sees but God and yourself. However, the results of a pure heart ARE VISIBLE, and that's where your 

"saltiness" comes in to play. The harboring of "secret sins" like jealousy, lust, greed, bitterness, etc., 

causes us to treat others with selfishness and disrespect. 

-- 

7. BE EASY TO LIVE WITH 

(Matthew 5:9 - "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.") Ask yourself this 

question: "If I were someone else, would I want to live with me?" 

-- 

8. AVOID HAVING A MARTYR COMPLEX 

(Matthew 5:10 - Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven.") Jesus marks it as a sign of honor for you to be mistreated for His cause because you are His 

follower. He tells us not to feel sorry for ourselves. Not to be surprised. Not to complain. Not to 

entertain a "martyr complex." 

-- 

9. ENDURE UNFAIR TREATMENT 



(Matthew 5:11 - "Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against 

you falsely for My sake.") If you are willing to allow yourself to be mistreated and not retaliate, it will 

have a tremendous impact on your credibility as a follower of Christ. To endure unfairness requires 

God's eternal perspective in all things. 

-- 

10. BE POSITIVE AND EXCITED! 

(Matthew 5:12 - "Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they 

persecuted the prophets who were before you.") Here is a part B to part A. Rather than folding in fear, 

we need to hold on in faith. 

-- 

Our family and friends who have not yet made a commitment to Christ are not going to want to do so if 

we act like following Christ is a dreaded disease. So we are back to our original statement regarding this 

overview. What if Jesus wanted us to be a blessing more than just receive a blessing? He lays out here 

the manner in which we can do that. 

-- 

It reminds me of that old poem by Edgar Guest: 

I'D RATHER SEE A SERMON 

I'd rather see a sermon than hear one any day; 

I'd rather one should walk with me than merely tell the way. 

The eye's a better pupil and more willing than the ear, 

Fine counsel is confusing, but example's always clear; 

And the best of all preachers are the men who live their creeds, 

For to see good put in action is what everyone needs.  

I soon can learn to do it if you'll let me see it done; 

I can watch your hands in action, but your tongue too fast to may run. 

And the lecture you deliver may be very wise and true, 

But I'd rather get my lessons by observing what you do; 

For I might misunderstand you and the high advice you give, 

But there's no misunderstanding how you act and how you live. 



-- 

That attitude will cause others to become thirsty for the Water of Life - Jesus. 

The salt of the earth? WHO? ME? YES? YOU!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 


