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The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson-8    Princess Chapel Church 
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Pastor, Douglas Salyer       November 12, 2014 
 

KJV – Revelation 2:18-29 

 

“The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson-8” 

Introduction: 
 
     Thyatira is the fourth church that we will look at in this series. Thyatira is known as present day 
Ak-his-ar, it was a literal church and they had a literal problem. According to R. H. Charles this 
church was gone by the end of the second century, so by A.D. 199 there was no church at all located 
there at Thyatira.  
 
     Up to this point throughout the lesson we have looked at the following: 
 

- The Church at Ephesus, the Loveless Church. 
- The Church at Smyrna, the Persecuted Church. 
- The Church at Pergamos, the Compromising Church. 

 
     This evening’s lesson, we move to Thyatira, the corrupt church. There was more written to 
Thyatira than any other church. It was located halfway between Pergamos and Sardis and the city 
remained under Roman rule for nearly 300 years. The city was originally started as a military 
garrison and situated in a long valley that stretched 40 miles to Pergamos. During Roman rule it 
was the reserve garrison that protected the capital city of Pergamos. Since it had no natural 
defenses, it had a history of being destroyed and rebuilt.  
 
     Originally it was occupied and populated by soldiers of Alexander the Great and later under 
Roman control. Lydia of Acts chapter 16 came from Thyatira was not known for its culture, religion 
or politics it was only known as a city of industry and commerce during the days of Roman rule. 
Even though one of the seven churches was located here it would seem like they would not have too 
many issues, however they had a major problem that we will look at this evening.  
 
Revelation 2:18-29 

18 And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of God, who hath his 
eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass; 

19 I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the last to 
be more than the first. 

20 Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which 
calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat 
things sacrificed unto idols. 
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21 And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not. 

22 Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, 
except they repent of their deeds. 

23 And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth 
the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works. 

24 But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, and which have 
not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other burden. 

25 But that which ye have already hold fast till I come. 

26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the 
nations: 

27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: 
even as I received of my Father. 

28 And I will give him the morning star. 

29 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 

     Because Thyatira had become a city of industry and commerce it had become the home to 
several workers unions or “guilds.” These were commonly known as craftsmen’s guilds and because 
they were still in a pagan centered society each one of these guilds had three main features.  

1. Guild deity – each guild had its own idol “guardian god.” 
2. Guild feasts – each guild would have their various guild feasts throughout the year. 
3. Guild festivals – each guild would have their wild parities with their immoral acts. 

Revelation 2:18 

18 And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of God, who hath his 
eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass; 

     In every letter, Jesus opens up with a specific description of Himself. Notice how each description 
of Him fits the overall general character of the church He is addressing.  

• EPHESUS  – He that holdeth the seven stars in His right hand, who walketh in the midst of the 
seven golden candlesticks: 

He says to Ephesus - Repent, and do thy first works or else I will come and remove thy 
candlestick out of his place. 

• SMYRNA – He that is the first and the last, which was dead and is alive. He is projecting 
persecution and as He was persecuted and died, they will live again also.  
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He says to Smyrna – Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer, but to be faithful unto 
death, and I will give thee a crown of life. 

• PERGAMOS – He which hath the sharp sword with two edges; referring to His sword of 
judgment, a stern warning against the false teaching of their day. 

He says to Pergamos – Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly and will fight against 
them with the sword of my mouth. 

• THYATIRA – The Son of God, who hath His eyes like unto a flame of fire, and His feet are like 
fine brass; 

He says to Thyatira –I gave her space to repent (Jezebel) of her fornication; and she 
repented not. Judgment by the Son of God upon the false church, the idolaters of the day. He 
said – I will bring them into great tribulation, I will kill her children with death; and all the 
churches shall know that I am He which searcheth the reins and hearts; those eyes like unto a 
flame of fire. 

Revelation 2:19    

19 I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the last to 
be more than the first. 

     This verse contains the commendation for the church by the LORD Jesus Christ. He knows their 
works, all of it; there is nothing that goes secretly done, quietly spoken or deeply thought that He 
does not know all. Here He commends them with one verse with an assessment of positive things 
about the church.  

     The verb used here for know is the Greek word (οιδα) – oi’da; which means a full and complete 
knowledge that Christ has of all things. He does not have to look around and analyze this church to 
learn these things, because God cannot learn. He just knows it because of His omniscience’s.  

     There were five commendations He gave to the Church of Thyatira, in which He offers praise of 
their commendable actions.  

1. The LORD has full knowledge of their works; I know thy works, He knew just how serious 
the work of the ministry meant to these people. He knew of all of their specific works and 
deeds that surrounded this church. 
 

2. The LORD has full knowledge of their love; I know thy works, and charity, He knew of their 
turn genuine love, this was real love otherwise it would have not been commended.  

 
3. The LORD has full knowledge of their service; I know thy works, and charity, and service, this 

word service is the Greek word (την διακονιαν) – de’ockoia’ where we get our English word 
Deacon from. Because that is what it means, to serve. These believers took their church life 
seriously and they viewed it as a sacred ministry where they served God. They were 
committed to His service, and if your committed to the Head, will be committed to the body 
and it will show with your service. 
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4. The LORD has full knowledge of their faith; I know thy works, and charity, and service, and 
faith, the elect within this church had a tremendous amount of faith in God. They defended 
the doctrine of justification by faith and not by works. Christ commends this church for their 
faith.  

 

5. The LORD has full knowledge of the patience; I know thy works, and charity, and service, and 
faith, and thy patience; this word patience is the word perseverance. Not just waiting but 
enduring the things that came upon them while they waited upon to the LORD for 
deliverance; that is perseverance. They stayed with it and did not quit even during difficult 
and dark times. This is the same word “perseverance” that is used seven times in Revelation 
referring to the enduring of the elect. 

     I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the last 
to be more than the first. The LORD is saying here that as they grew in the grace, faith and 
knowledge of the LORD Jesus Christ their works, love, service, faith and perseverance grew in 
Christ. This is the marks of a true believer in Christ.  

Revelation  2:20 

20 Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which 
calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat 
things sacrificed unto idols. 

     This woman here is referred to as Jezebel, probably a pseudonym for a woman  who influenced 
the church in the way Jezebel had influenced the Old Testament Jews into idolatry and immorality. 
“But there was none like unto Ahab, which did sell himself to work wickedness in the sight of the LORD, 
whom Jezebel his wife stirred up. And he did very abominably in following idols, according to all things 
as did the Amorites, whom the LORD cast out before the children of Israel” (I Kings 21:25-26). 

     This was an idolatrous group within the church that influenced true believers as Jezebel had 
done in the Old Testament. This movement resulted in sexual acts of immorality such as fornication, 
worshiping idols and eating things sacrificed to idols as a part of that worship.  

Revelation 2:21-22 

21 And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not. 

22 Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, 
except they repent of their deeds. 

     There was a clear space of time given for these idolaters to repent, but “she” is speaking of the 
body of this false idolatrous church did not repent. Looking at it from an eschatological stand point; 
what happens to those who do not repent and are left behind after the rapture of the church? They 
are ushered into great tribulation.  
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     Christ gave this women and her follower’s ample time to repent, yet she had pleasure in her own 
sin, she had no desire to change her devilish mindset. God judged her upon her own bed and all 
those that laid with her, the results of their acts would be greatly judged during great tribulation.  

     When God’s people continue to tolerate that which is unbiblical, and God has graciously given 
them time to get things straightened out but they refuse, His judgment will come. Just because one 
is not instantly judged due to God’s grace, does not mean it will not eventually happen; remember 
God is longsuffering. 

     Notice in verse 21; it’s not a command because time is up. Verse 22 goes straight into the 
pronouncement of His Sovereign judgment.  

Revelation 2:23 

23 And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth 
the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works. 

     This church was about 40 years old when John was writing this letter. So the teachings and the 
doctrines of this woman had already produced a second generation advocating the same type of 
debauchery.  

     Those eyes like unto flames of fire will come and judge; He will search the reins and the hearts 
for He knoweth all things and He will execute His judgment with righteous justice according the 
everyman’s own works.  

Psalm 7:9 

9 Oh let the wickedness of the wicked come to an end; but establish the just: for the righteous God trieth 
the hearts and reins. 

Proverbs 24:12 

12 If thou sayest, Behold, we knew it not; doth not he that pondereth the heart consider it? and he that 
keepeth thy soul, doth not he know it? and shall not he render to every man according to his works? 

Jeremiah 11:20 

20 But, O LORD of hosts, that judgest righteously, that triest the reins and the heart, let me see thy 
vengeance on them: for unto thee have I revealed my cause. 

Jeremiah 17:10 

10 I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and 
according to the fruit of his doings. 
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Jeremiah 20:12 

12 But, O LORD of hosts, that triest the righteous, and seest the reins and the heart, let me see thy 
vengeance on them: for unto thee have I opened my cause. 

Revelation 2:24-25 

24 But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, and which have 
not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other burden. 

25 But that which ye have already hold fast till I come. 

     There were some in this church who had not embraced this false satanic doctrine and had not 
fallen into the dark depraved levels of sexual immorality and idolatry. Christ says to this group of 
faithful people “I will put no other burden on you.”  

     This has been interpreted three ways:  
1) I am not burdening you faithful people with a warning of illness and execution.  

 
2) I am not burdening you faithful people with any new specific areas you need to change  

in your lives at the present time. Just continue to stay away from this woman and her  
teaching.  
 

3) I am not burdening you with any new burden except to hold fast and remain faithful until  
I come.  

 
     Regardless of how big or how small the church is, regardless of how many people drift away and 
follow after the idolatry; God always has a remnant of faithful people who love Him and His Word. 
This may be just a very small group, however small they will hold hast until He comes. They “the 
remnant will endure to the end.” This means to stay faithful, to hold tight to the true doctrine until 
the end.  
 
Revelation 2:26-28 

26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the 
nations: 

27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: 
even as I received of my Father. 

28 And I will give him the morning star. 

     It is the overcomers that is given over to rule with Him over the nations. This is speaking of His 
reign during the Millennial Kingdom. And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a 
potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father. Literal translation means He 
will Shepherd them with a rod of iron. The LORD Jesus Christ will enforce His rule and protect His 
sheep with His iron scepter from any who would seek to harm them.  
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     They will be given the morning star; John will later reveal Jesus as the “bright and morning star” 
in Revelation 22:16. But to the overcomers they will have Him, now we presently have Him already 
dawned in our hearts but someday we will have Him in His fullness presently with us in the person 
of Christ all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.  

Revelation 2:29 

29 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 

     Notice this message is to the elect, born again believers of the churches. Because you cannot hear 
the Spirit with understanding until you have been born of God, and taught of God. When this occurs 
you can know that you are being kept by the power of God because you are being changed by the 
power of God and you have overcome in Christ. 
 
     And just who is it that will overcome? 
I John 5:4-5 

4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith. 

5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? 

 

 


