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Matthew 22:35-39 (NKJV) “35 Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying, 36 ‘Teacher, which is 
the great commandment in the law?’ 37 Jesus said to him, 'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
and with all your mind. 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.'” 
 
 
 
I.       The Primary Motive: Our Love for God and His Glory  
 

A. What Does It Mean to Love God? 
 

1 Peter 2:7a (NKJV) “Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious…”  
 
Loving God is Holy Spirit-enabled affection. 

 
 
 
 

B. What Does It Mean to Glorify God? 
 
 

Psalms 96:7-8 (NKJV) “7 Give to the Lord, O families of the peoples, give to the Lord glory and strength. 8 Give to the 
Lord the glory due His name; bring an offering, and come into His courts.” 
 
Philippians 1:20b (NKJV) “…so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death.” 
 
 
2 Timothy 4:18b (NKJV) “…To Him be glory forever and ever. Amen!” 
 
“This should be the single desire of the Christian. I take it that he should not have twenty wishes, but only one. He 
may desire to see his family brought up well, but only that, ‘to God may be glory forever.’ He may wish for prosperity in 
business, but only so far as it may help him promote this: ‘to whom be glory forever’…This one thing I know, Christian: 
you are not acting as you ought to do when you are moved by any other motive than the one motive of your Lord’s 
glory”.”                                                                                                                                                —Charles Spurgeon 
 
Judges 17:13 (NKJV) “Then Micah said, ‘Now I know that the Lord will be good to me, since I have a Levite as 
priest!’” 
 
 
 
 
Romans 1:20-21 (NKJV) “20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 21 

because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their 
thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.” 

 
 
 
 



II.      The Secondary Motive: A Love for the Lost in Light of Their Future 
 
 

Ephesians 5:29a (NKJV) “For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it…”   
 
“Hell is a place of eternal conscious punishment for the wicked.”                                                                —Wayne Grudem 
 
 
A. Hell Is a Place 

 
“The pit is prepared, the fire is made ready, the furnace is now hot, ready to receive them; the flames do now rage and 
glow. The glittering sword is whet, and held over them, and the pit has opened its mouth under them…O sinner! 
Consider the fearful danger you are in”..”                                                                                         —Jonathan Edwards 
 
 
 
“Some say, ‘I could not rest comfortably if I believed the doctrine about the ruin of men.’ Most true. But what right have 
we to rest comfortably?”                                                                                                                    —Charles Spurgeon 

 
 
 

B. Hell Is a Place of Eternal Conscious Punishment 
 
 

Matthew 25:41 (NKJV) “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, 'Depart from Me, you cursed, into the 
everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels.’” 
 
Luke 16:22-24 (NKJV) “22 So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The 
rich man also died and was buried. 23 And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, 
and Lazarus in his bosom. 24 Then he cried and said, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he 
may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.'” 
 
Matthew 25:46 (ESV) “And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
 
2 Thessalonians 1:7b-9 (ESV)  “7 …when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels 8 in flaming 
fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 
9 They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his 
might.” 

 
 
 

C. Hell Is a Place of Eternal Conscious Punishment for the Wicked 
 
 

Revelation 21:8 (NKJV) “But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, 
idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.” 
 
 
1 Corinthians 6:9-11 (NKJV) “9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor 
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. 
But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit 
of our God.” 
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   Matthew 22:35-39 (NKJV) “
35 

Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and 

saying, 
36 

‘Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?’ 
37 

Jesus said to him, 'You shall love the 

Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. 
38 

This is the first and great 

commandment. 
39 

And the second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'” A lawyer in Jesus’ 

day was actually quite similar to what we mean by that word today. The difference is that today lawyers 

are “experts” in the laws of the government and in Jesus’ days they were “experts” in Jewish law (both in 

the Old Testament and the traditions or the oral laws). To answer this lawyer, the Lord took him back to 

the Scriptures to a passage that was the most quoted and copied of all the Scripture by faithful Jews. It 

was a part of what was called the “Shema”. That comes from a Hebrew word that means “to hear” The 

Shema started with the words “Hear O Israel”. The Shema came from Deuteronomy 6:4-9; 11:13-21; and 

Numbers 15:37-41. Jesus said in essence to this lawyer, “The answer to your question is easy; you quote 

it every day.” 

   I believe that in this passage where Jesus shares the two greatest of the commandments, we find the two 

greatest motives not just for missions, but for making disciples, whether in our own neighborhood or in 

another continent. I believe that these two commands give us a measuring stick to determine if our 

motives are correct in obeying the great commission (Matthew 28:19-20) that Jesus gave to His church. I 

struggle to keep these two motives in place in my life, but it’s worth the struggle to assure that your 

motives are pleasing to God.  

 

I.       The Primary Motive: Our Love for God and His Glory  

   This is basic, but many have never seen it. If our love for God and our desire for His glory is not the 

primary reason we do what we do, our efforts will be burned up as wood, hay, and stubble at the bema, 

the Judgment Seat of Christ. Motives count! Let’s make sure that we understand some key terms. What do 

we mean when we speak of loving God and what do we mean by glorifying God? 

A.   What Does It Mean to Love God? 

   Loving God is when something changes inside a person and they treasure the Lord above all things. 

Peter describes loving God this way in 1 Peter 2:7a (NKJV) “Therefore, to you who believe, He is 

precious…” Loving God is not obedience to His commands; loving God is Holy Spirit enabled 

affection. That affection is always evidenced by our obedience, but obedience isn’t loving God. It is 

possible to obey in actions and not love God. Loving God is not our deeds but our delight in Him. 

Loving God is when His glory, His beauty, captures us, delights us and enthralls us.  

B.   What Does It Mean to Glorify God? 

   Psalms 96:7-8 (NKJV) “
7 

Give to the Lord, O families of the peoples, give to the Lord glory and 

strength. 
8 

Give to the Lord the glory due His name; bring an offering, and come into His courts.” God’s 

glory, very simply put is the summation of His beauty and perfections. His love is a part of His glory; His 

omnipotence is a part of His glory, and so forth with all the perfections of God. To glorify God does not 

mean that we can add to God’s glory. He already has all glory and His glory is perfect. To glorify God or 

give God glory means that we put His glory on display in our lives and our worship. A synonymous term 

to “glorify” in the New Testament is to “magnify” God or Christ. Philippians 1:20b (NKJV) “…so now 

also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death.” You could substitute the word 

“glorified” and not do injustice to the meaning of the text.  

   I love to quote Charles Spurgeon because he says what is on my heart so much more eloquently than I 

can say it. After quoting 2 Timothy 4:18b (NKJV) “…To Him be glory forever and ever. Amen”, 

Spurgeon said this, “This should be the single desire of the Christian. I take it that he should not have 

twenty wishes, but only one. He may desire to see his family brought up well, but only that, ‘to God may 



be glory forever’. He may wish for prosperity in business, but only so far as it may help him promote this: 

‘to whom be glory forever’… This one thing I know, Christian: you are not acting as you ought to do 

when you are moved by any other motive than the one motive of your Lord’s glory”. [Quoted in 1200 

Quotations from the Writings of Charles H. Spurgeon  Page 83]. Let’s apply that to missions. Our primary 

motive for missions is that the God that we love with all our heart, soul, and mind would be glorified. Any 

motive that supplants this motive is doing missions with the wrong motive. It is all about His glory – that 

is the primary reason why we give and why we go. Matt and Sarah are in Boston that God may be 

glorified by seeing rebels in Boston turned into worshippers of our God who is worthy. It is for the glory 

of God that Gary and Connie are at CBM; it is for the glory of God that Edgar and Pam are in South 

America; it is for the glory of God that Toffer and Becky are in Asia; it is for the glory of God that 

Gideon and Grace are in Kenya, and the same for all of our guests and all of our hundreds of people who 

go on short term missions. It is not primarily because you care about the people or that you long for 

people have joy in Jesus – it is primarily for the glory of God.  

   In my opinion, the greatest missions message ever preached in modern times was a message preached 

by Paris Reidhead about 50 years ago. The title of the message is “10 Shekels and a Shirt”. His text for 

the message was Judges 17. In that strange seeming chapter, we meet a man who was a Levite (the 

priestly tribe) who became a private priest for a man named Micah (not the prophet who wrote a book in 

the Bible) who had built his own little shrine to worship from. We see Micah’s self-centered motive in 

Judges 17:13 (NKJV) “Then Micah said, ‘Now I know that the Lord will be good to me, since I have a 

Levite as priest!’" The priest sold himself to Micah for 10 Shekels and a shirt. I want you to hear an 

excerpt from this message. It is a necessary to have correct motives as we do the Lords work, and the 

correct motive is God’s glory, not a payment like 10 shekels and a shirt. The whole message is about 51 

minutes (available on YouTube), but I want you to hear a 3 ½ minute excerpt. [Play Paris Reidhead video: 

3 minutes and 33 seconds].  

   The Bible tells us that the primary sin of the lost is a failure to give God the glory He deserves. Romans 

1:20-21 (NKJV) “
20 

For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being 

understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without 

excuse, 
21 

because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but 

became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.” Beware of man centered motives 

as your primary motive in missions 

   

II.      The Secondary Motive: A Love for the Lost in Light of Their Future 

   Remember that the greatest command is God centered – to love Him with all of our heart, soul, and 

mind. The corresponding highest motive in all we do is the glory of this God we love supremely. But the 

second most important commandment is to love your neighbor as yourself. We know from the parable of 

the Good Samaritan that God views our neighbor to be anyone in need that we can come alongside and be 

God’s instrument in meeting that need. Jesus adds this second commandment because it always flows out 

of the first. Loving God becomes visible in loving others. These two are a package deal. The same work 

of God in us that enables us to love God always results in loving others. When God’s love is shed abroad 

in our hearts by the Holy Spirit (Romans 5:5), it makes no difference if our neighbor is a friend or an 

enemy; we love them because of who we are in Christ, not because of what they do. Notice what this love 

looks like. It is loving them as we love ourselves. Contrary to some modern interpretations this love is not 

driven by human psychology. This second greatest command is not telling us that we must learn to love 

ourselves and have great self-esteem in order to love others. This kind of loving ourselves is assumed! 

Ephesians 5:29a (NKJV) “For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it…” When 

we get hungry and thirsty we set about to find food and water. When we are cold, we set out to find 

covering or a source of warmth. It has nothing to do with self esteem. Man’s problem is not that we don’t 

love ourselves; our problem is that we love ourselves too much! But when the Holy Spirit does a 

regenerating work in our life, He gives us a love for God and that love manifests itself in loving others by 

inconveniencing ourselves to meet their needs even if they aren’t lovable. 



   What is the greatest need in our neighbor? The greatest need is to be reconciled to God, because if they 

are not they will spend eternity separated from God in a literal place called hell. Our second greatest 

motive in missions and in making disciples wherever we are is that others be reconciled to God and as a 

result escape an eternity separated from Him. Again, the highest motive is that their lives bring glory to 

God by no longer being a rebel but a worshipper, but don’t neglect the secondary motive of seeing them 

find the joy – the sheer joy of knowing God and worshiping Him for eternity in Heaven and thus never 

experiencing hell. I don’t want people to go to hell!  

   To stir up this secondary motive within us, I want us to spend a few minutes talking about this awful 

place called hell. It is good and profitable to meditate on and desire heaven, but it is also needful to 

meditate on hell to be thankful for what we have been saved from and to stir us to love our neighbors who 

are lost by sharing with them the Gospel with the longing that they may never go there. To accomplish 

this stirring to love our neighbor, I want us to look at a simple description of hell from theologian Wayne 

Grudem. Hell is a place of eternal conscious punishment for the wicked. Let’s break down that 

description. 

A.   Hell Is a Place 

   To believe in hell as a literal place is really unpopular in our day. Many, if not most of professing 

Christianity have “moved beyond” believing in a literal hell. Some surveys show that 50% of theology 

staff members do not believe that a literal hell exists. In the early days of America (even in the Colonial 

days) most everyone believed in hell as a literal place. Jonathan Edwards has been called the greatest 

intellect America has ever produced. Listen to this highly intelligent and highly educated preacher in a 

famous sermon called, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”. “The pit is prepared, the fire is made 

ready, the furnace is now hot, ready to receive them; the flames do now rage and glow. The glittering 

sword is whet, and held over them, and the pit has opened its mouth under them… O sinner! Consider the 

fearful danger you are in”. [Quoted in Jeffress, page 71].  

   Charles Spurgeon said this about the impact the doctrine of hell should have on believers. “Some say, ‘I 

could not rest comfortably if I believed the doctrine about the ruin of men.’ Most true. But what right 

have we to rest comfortably?” How can we rest comfortably knowing that billions without Christ are 

headed to a literal hell? 

B.   Hell Is a Place of Eternal Conscious Punishment 

   Many (if not most) of those who say they believe in hell have turned it into something that hardly 

resembles what the Bible says about it. Jeffrey Sheler writing in U.S. News and World Report summarizes 

the result of this “revision” of hell. “[Jonathan] Edwards would scarcely recognize the hell of today. After 

decades of near obscurity, the netherworld has taken on a new image: more of a deep funk than a pit of 

fire… suggesting that hell may not be so hot after all.” [ Quoted in Jeffress, page 72-73]. We must be 

careful to not look to contemporary opinion about the reality and the nature of hell; we must go back to 

Scripture. 

   Using Grudem’s definition, first, we see that hell is a place of punishment. It was created initially as a 

place of punishment for the devil and the demons that followed him in his rebellion. Matthew 25:41 

(NKJV) “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, 'Depart from Me, you cursed, into the 

everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels.’” Without hell, God would not be a just God. 

Without hell where would justice be for Judas, Nero, Hitler, Stalin, or Osama Bin Laden? Yet, when we 

see sin as God sees it, all sin that is not atoned for must be punished if God is just. All sin compared to the 

absolute holiness of God is what R. C. Sproul calls “cosmic treason against God”. Since God is truly just, 

then all sin is either forgiven in Christ because He made atonement (paid the penalty) or it must be 

punished in hell.  

   According to the Scripture, the sinner is conscious in hell. In Luke 16, Jesus pulled back the curtains 

and gives us a glimpse of hell. We see a nameless rich man who is in hell and he is very conscious. We 

read in Luke 16:22-24 (NKJV) “
22 

So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to 

Abraham's bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. 
23 

And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up 

his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 
24 

Then he cried and said, 'Father Abraham, 



have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for 

I am tormented in this flame.'” Time does not allow us to go into the details of the difference between 

Hades and the Lake of Fire where the unredeemed spend eternity, but the fact I want us to see is that Hell 

is a place of conscious punishment. 

   We also see in that definition that hell is eternal. All attempts to show the annihilation of the lost end up 

violating the clear teaching of Scripture. Jesus drew a link not only between the reality of heaven and hell; 

He also linked the duration of heaven and hell in Matthew 25:46 (ESV) “And these will go away into 

eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” In Revelation 19:20 and Revelation 20:10 we see 

the Beast and the false prophet still in hell after 1,000 years. 2 Thessalonians 1:7b-9 (ESV) “
7 

…when 

the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels 
8 

in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on 

those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 
9 

They will suffer 

the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his 

might”.  

C.   Hell Is a Place of Eternal Conscious Punishment for the Wicked 

   The question we must answer is, “Who are the wicked?” Most would not have a problem with Hitler or 

Osama Bin Laden or serial killers in hell, but what about a moral person who never repented of their sin 

and trusted completely in Christ? God is the one who gets to define wicked and He describes those in hell 

in Revelation 21:8 (NKJV) “But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, 

sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, 

which is the second death." The wicked include those who from fear refused to confess Christ, all those 

who refused to savingly believe in Christ, all who hated others (Jesus called that murder), all who 

experienced sex outside of a covenant marriage, as well as those we tend to think of as wicked. The 

wicked includes all whose sin has not been cleansed by the atoning blood of Christ. 

CONCLUSION 

   Oh what a message we have for our neighbors – all in need of a savior. We have the message of the 

Gospel that God’s grace has made a way to satisfy His justice and all sinners, all the wicked (including 

me and you) who come to Christ in repentance and looking to Him to save them will be washed clean. I 

love 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 (NKJV) “
9 

Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom 

of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor 

sodomites, 
10 

nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the 

kingdom of God. 
11 

And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you 

were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.”  

   How can we say we love God with all of our being when we are not doing all that we can do in 

going, giving, and praying so that He might be glorified by multitudes of sinners becoming saints 

whose lives for all eternity will display His love, mercy and grace? How can we say we love our 

neighbor when we are not sacrificially giving, praying and going to the hard places, the 

dangerous places, and even next door with the glorious Gospel of grace? Love God. Share the 

Gospel that He might be glorified. Love your neighbors that they may be reconciled to the God 

who created them for Himself and that they might escape an eternal hell. 


