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Discovering God in Proverbs: Part 2 
Various Texts !

B.I: Understanding the way of wisdom begins with divine revelation that leads us to 
the knowledge of God. !
     This morning I’d like you to turn in your Bible with me to Proverbs 30. Here we find 
the words of a man named Agur. Frankly, we don’t know who this inspired author is 
except that his father’s name was Jekeh. He may have been an official in Solomon’s 
court, and was likely a Gentile convert to Judaism. Nevertheless, God used Agur to 
record the following insightful words: (Read from ESV 30:1-6 – the NAS misses some 
key words). 

    ESV: “The words of Agur son of Jakeh. The oracle. The man declares, I 
am weary, O God; I am weary, O God, and worn out. 2 Surely I am too 
stupid to be a man. I have not the understanding of a man. 3 I have not 
learned wisdom, nor have I knowledge of the Holy One.” 

     Here is the humble confession of one who apparently has attempted to find wisdom 
for life in the philosophies and speculations of men. He has come to the end of his quest 
for truth exhausted and empty, and discovers that his only recourse is to cry out to God. 
He has come to realize that if he is to know true wisdom, God must teach him. 

    Notice how he describes himself: “I am too stupid to be a man.” In other words, Agur 
has concluded that whatever it means to be truly human, he has missed it. Why? Because, 
He says: “I have not the understanding of a man. I have not learned wisdom, nor have I 
knowledge of the Holy One.”  

    I want you to notice three terms here that we have already become familiar with. They 
are Understanding, Wisdom, and Knowledge of the Holy One.” These are precisely the 
three terms Solomon used to explain the purpose of this book. It is to give understanding, 
and Wisdom, that originates in the Knowledge of the Holy One (1:7; 9:10). 

      Where does that knowledge come from? It doesn’t come from the mind of man. What 
human being could be so great as to attain ultimate wisdom? Agur (perhaps remembering 
the book of Job) put this question in more poetic language (4).  

Who has ascended into heaven and descended? Who has gathered the wind 
in His fists? Who has wrapped the waters in His garment? Who has 
established all the ends of the earth? What is His name or His son’s name? 
Surely you know!  

      But that’s the point. Apart from the knowledge that only God can give, no man can 
know. So in the next verse (5) Agur writes, “Every word of God is tested; He is a shield to 
those who take refuge in Him. 6 Do not add to His words Or He will reprove you, and you 
will be proved a liar.” 
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      There is more than could be said about this passage, but the point is that “real wisdom 
must find its starting point in God’s revelation.”   That is, true wisdom begins with 1

knowing God.  

     Why is the world, and our nation in particular, embroiled in such conflict, confusion, 
and mind-numbing foolishness? Is it not because we are living by standards of wisdom 
and morality that are rooted in nothing deeper or purer than sinful human intellect? 

     The current state of humanity today is a living rebuttal to the rationalism of the so-
called “Enlightenment,” which contended that unaided human reason can attain truth. It’s 
a failed proposition! And yet those who reject God have no other recourse but to believe 
what is false and to pursue it even to their own destruction.  

For the scientist who has lived by faith in the power of reason, the story 
ends like a bad dream. He has scaled the mountains of ignorance; he is 
about to conquer the highest peak; as he pulls himself over the final rock, 
he is greeted by a band of theologians who have been sitting there for 
centuries (Robert Jastrow, God and the Astronomers).  

     Where does true wisdom for living come from? It comes from knowing God as He has 
revealed Himself in His word.  

!
I. God as “LORD”:  
1. Last week we began looking at the four names of God as found in the book of 
Proverbs. They are LORD, God, Holy One, and Redeemer. We have already discovered 
that the name LORD (all caps) means YHWH, who is the eternal, self-existent, covenant-
keeping God who never fails to keep His promises to us.  

2. The second name for God in Proverbs is simply translated “God.” 

!
II. God as “God.” 
1. It may be surprising to discover that the name “God” is only used 8 times in Proverbs; 
that, compared to the 87 times He is referred to as YHWH – the LORD.  

2. In this case the Hebrew word translated “God” is “Elohim.” For example, 

Prov. 25:2 “It is the glory of God to conceal things…”	

Prov. 30:5  “Every word of God proves true; he is a shield to those who take 
refuge in him.” 	

Prov. 30:9 “That I not be full and deny You and say, “Who is the LORD?” Or that I 
not be in want and steal, And profane the name of my God.”	
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2. The name “Elohim” means that God is not only transcendent over the universe but that 
He is the God of infinite power who created the universe and all there is. This is the name 
used of God in Genesis 1:1 - “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  

3. So Wisdom begins in part by recognizing that man is not some kind of cosmic accident 
that occurred by the chance mutation of random amino acids accidently coming together 
in perfect order all by themselves. No. Wisdom begins with believing that God created 
man; that we were created for God’s Purposes and in God’s very image. In fact, the 
reality that we were created in God’s image reveals the purpose of our existence; namely, 
that we exist to show the world what God is like. 

A. One of the reasons the world has plunged itself into such senseless 
materialism, appalling narcissism, and degrading immorality is because we 
have bought the lie that there is NO God; that man evolved by chance, so life is 
purposeless and all we can do is experience whatever pleasure we can in the 
few short years we have.  

B. But that’s not wisdom! That kind of thinking leads NOT to life, joy, and 
purpose, but to the death of the individual and society at large. On two 
occasions in the book of proverbs Solomon says: “There is a way which seems 
right to a man, But its end is the way of death” (Prov. 14:12; 16:25).  

C. Notice that it is a way that “seems” right. Plausible arguments are offered 
to support certain ideologies and strategies in life, but they end in all kinds 
of death. It may be the death of your marriage, your business, your 
reputation, your family, or it may even be physical death brought on by 
utter despair.  

4. As we have already learned in our study, man was not created to live without the 
governing influence of God’s sufficient word. Rejecting or ignoring the word of God 
doesn’t lead to happiness. Look at what happened to Adam and Eve when they 
rejected God’s word! And what happened to them happens to everyone who 
disregards the wisdom of God. 

A. Solomon repeatedly teaches us that sexual sin leads to death (2:18; 5:5; 
7:27). 

D. He warns that the pursuit of easy money by harming others leads to death 
(10:2) 

E. Practicing evil brings death (11:19) 

F. Lack of self-discipline and the blurting out whatever is on your mind leads 
to death (18:21; 19:18) 

G. Lying is another way to an untimely death (21:6) 

H. Laziness also leads to death (21:25). 
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I. On the other hand, however, “The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life, 
To turn aside from the snares of death” (13:14)   

!
6. Where does that teaching or instruction begin? Not with philosophy, or biology, or 
psychology, but with Holy Spirit-inspired theology. In other words, true wisdom begins 
with studying God.  

A. Recently, our family went to a state park in Oklahoma where the night sky was 
free of all the smog and light pollution of the city. When the sun set and it 
became difficult to see the ground we were walking on I happened to look up 
and witnessed one the most densely populated star-filled skies I have seen in 
years. 

B. And by God’s grace my first thought was “Look at what God has made!” This 
is the handiwork of Elohim – Creator God who – in an instant – made every 
meteor, comet, moon, planet, star, solar system, and galaxy but who also made 
ME and my wife and my children and every soul in Calvary Bible Church for 
His good purposes. 

C. You don’t get joy, meaning, and purpose for living by believing that “Nothing 
+ No one = Everything.” And you don’t find it in the teaching that man is some 
kind of evolved animal whose salvation is found in psychology. 

7. The way of wisdom begins with God’s word. Not with education or natural intellectual 
ability, but by faith the Word that reveals to man what we already kinow by nature; 
namely that “God exists.” He is Elohim – the powerful God who created all things. And 
he is YHWY, the eternal God who keeps His promises.  

8. But there is another name for God in Proverbs. We have seen God as YHWH; God as 
Elohim, and now… 

!
III. God as “The Holy One”: 
1. We see God called “The Holy One” two times in the book of Proverbs. The second 
time is in chapter 30 (the passage we saw at the beginning of this message). The first time 
is back in 9:10. Let’s turn there for a moment and consider what this name means.  
2. Read 9:10  (“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom and the knowledge of the 
Holy One is understanding”). Now, what does it mean to call God “The Holy One”? 

3. The name “The Holy One” pertains to His being “unique, and pure in the sense of 
superior moral qualities.”   It also means He is transcendent over (i.e. infinitely above) 2

humanity in every way. He is not subject to the restraints of time, space, people, or 
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circumstances. Nevertheless, He chooses to involve Himself in the affairs of men, 
offering blessing to the righteous and retribution to the unrighteous. 

4. As we have already observed, there are many in our day who reject the idea that there 
is a God. Paul explains in Romans 1 that the only way they can do that is by continually 
suppressing the truth because it is obvious in every aspect of creation. The things that 
God has made testify powerfully and infallibly that He exists.  

5. But I think it is not so much the existence of God that people find so repugnant. Some 
in the Intelligent Design camp would say that there must be some kind of intelligent force 
that created all of this. No, the really repulsive thing about God is not that He exists, but 
that if He exists at the Bible says He exists, then He is holy and we are accountable to 
Him. For sinners, this is a terrifying prospect. 

6. One of the key characters in the book of proverbs is the “Fool.” Solomon holds his 
actions and impulses up against the Wise man throughout the book to show that the way 
of the wise is better. But we need to understand that “Fool” is not simply a term for 
stupidity or ignorance. No, through the book of Proverbs the Fool is considered wicked, 
evil, and unrighteous.  

Prov. 1:7 “Fools despise wisdom and instruction.” 

Prov. 10:18 The fool conceals hatred, he lies, and he slanders. 

Prov. 10:23 “Doing wickedness is like sport to a fool.” 

Prov. 14:9 “Fools mock at sin…”	

7. Why does he live like this? Because, as David writes, “The fool has said in his heart, 
‘There is no God” (Psa. 14:1). That is, he intentionally suppresses the most obvious truth 
in the world! Why? Because the thought of having to give an answer for the way he has 
lived terrifies him. 	

8. If the Bible is right, then (as Hebrews says) “It is appointed for man to die once and 
after that, judgment” (Heb. 9:27); and “It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God” (Heb. 10:31), “For our God is a consuming fire” (12:29). 	

9. You see, God is not just the Creator and the ultimate Promise Keeper, He is also The 
Holy One. He is the One before whom the Seraphim stand in heaven crying out day and 
night “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord God Almighty!” To enter into His presence with a 
sinful heart is to risk incineration. Nobody likes that. So what are your options? Life in a 
state of perpetual fear? Live in a perpetual state of denial pretending He’s not there?  No. 
There is a better way. 	

10. The better way is found in the last of the four names of God. He is YHWH (the self-
existant, eternal Promise Keeper). He is Elohimi (the Creator of all that is). He is the 
Holy One who will judge the wicked, but he is also the Redeemer.	

!
IV. God as Redeemer:	
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1. There is only one instance of God being called “Redeemer” in this book of wisdom. 
Proverbs 23:10–11 “Do not move the ancient boundary Or go into the fields of the 
fatherless, 11 For their Redeemer is strong; He will plead their case against you.”  

2. This wise saying is offered as a warning to the Fool who takes advantage of the poor, 
but by the name “Redeemer” God is revealed as man’s Savior. In this verse He saves the 
poor from the greedy wicked. But that is not the only salvation God offers.  

3. To redeem means to “purchase” or to “buy back.” It was a word that was used when a 
man bought a slave off of the auction block. We see this in the book of Hosea when the 
prophet’s wife (Gomer) had left him for another man, and had children by other men, and 
then gave herself as a temple prostitute and violated her marriage in every way. In the end 
the only thing she was good for was to be sold as a slave. And when she was presented on 
the auction block as an emaciated, useless specimen of humanity, who came forth by her 
back but her very own husband. The man whom she had so horribly mistreated and 
betrayed was the very one who loved her enough to pay whatever was necessary to 
Redeem her for himself.    

4. The whole point of the book of Hosea is to say to sinners: This is what God is like. Yes 
He is holy, and yes He makes demands that you can never meet, but He is willing to meet 
those holy demands for you. He has the means to pay off all your debts through the blood 
and righteousness of His only begotten Son. And He wants to adopt you into His family 
and make you His own.  

5. Hebrews 9:11-12 reveals: 

When Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, He entered 
through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to 
say, not of this creation; 12 and not through the blood of goats and calves, but 
through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained 
eternal redemption.  

6. My friend, do you know this Redeemer? Have you come to the end of yourself and 
found in Him the forgiveness of sins, an eternal relationship with His Son, and the 
wisdom for life that comes from Him alone?   

7. Solomon knew that the “fear of the Lord” is the beginning of wisdom because he 
believed the Scriptures that reveal who God is. Do you want to know wisdom for your 
life, your marriage, your money, your children, your neighbors, your eternity? It all 
begins with knowing God. And the only way to know God is to discover Him in His 
sufficient word. 

!
B.I: Understanding the way of wisdom begins with divine revelation that leads us to 
the knowledge of God. !
!
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