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Witnessing the Light 
John 1:6-13 

 
Our sermon text is John chapter 1, verses 6 to 13.  We’re going to read from verse 1 down to 
verse 13.  Before that, we’ll pray and ask God’s blessing.  Please join me in prayer.   
 
Father in heaven, we do ask that you would speak to us this evening from your word.  Lord, 
please give us ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts that understand and obey.  We ask in Jesus’ 
name.  Amen. 
 
Reading from John chapter 1, verses 1 to 13, looking tonight at verses 6 to 13: “1 In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the 
beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.   
 
“6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to 
bear witness about the light. 9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the 
world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know 
him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive 
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, 
not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.”  Amen. 
 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was 
in the beginning with God.”  John tells us more about the Word, if we look at verse 4.  The Word 
had life, and He had life in Himself, “and that life was the light of men.  The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”  We did look at those couple of verses briefly 
last week, but we need to just get a little bit better understanding of them.  Those verses actually 
form the bridge into this evening’s text.   
 
“In him was life.”  The Apostle John is there saying that Christ had life in and of Himself, as He 
was truly divine, “the Word was God.”  Being God in His divine nature, He is self-existent.  He 
relies on no other thing to uphold His life.  He, indeed, is life.  He doesn’t draw His life from any 
other source, He is life.  He can give life, because He has life.  And He can give life without 
reservation, because He’s not reliant upon any other source.  He is the source of life.   
 
Then John says that that life, that self-existent, self-reliant life, was the light of men.  So we 
know immediately when John here speaks of light, he’s not necessarily speaking of what’s 
coming out of the fluorescent tubes over my head, or what the sun is pouring down upon the 
carpark outside.  That’s light, and John loves to use the picture of light, but that’s not what he’s 
meaning.  He’s saying that this light that Jesus gives is the light of life.  Now what would that be, 
other than the knowledge of God?  To receive the light of Jesus is to receive the knowledge of 
God.  And to know God and to be known by God is to have life.  Life, therefore, transitions into 
light.   
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And then John says, “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”  
After that explanation, verse 5 tells us that there is a natural state of humanity.  And what is that 
natural state?  Darkness.  Where God has not given light, there there’s darkness.  That’s the 
natural state of humanity.   
 
Now we come to verse 6, and we start into this evening’s text.  “6 There was a man sent from 
God, whose name was John.”  Immediately you see a contrast.  Go back to verse 1.  “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God.”  Now remember last week how I tried to 
explain that what the Apostle John is saying here is that the Word who was with God and who is 
God, when it says, “in the beginning,” is not saying He began at the beginning, it’s saying that 
when the beginning happened, what we understand as the beginning, the Word was there.  The 
Word was there before the beginning of the beginning, because the Word is God, and God is 
eternal, outside of the bounds of time.   
 
Now look at how John the apostle describes John the Baptist.  “There was a man”—not, “There 
was a word.”  There was a man.  Not only was there a man, the man was sent from God, whose 
name was John—John the Baptist, as we call him.  Verse 7: “He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe through him.”  We’re going to be talking about 
John the Baptist more as we go forward through the gospel of John, so I’m not going to go into a 
great deal of depth here this evening about John the Baptist at this moment.  But what I want you 
to see John the Baptist as, is the embodiment of Old Testament light.  He’s the end of the line, 
with regards to Old Testament prophets.  All who came before him were pointing to this 
moment.  And you could imagine him as being the spearhead of Old Testament prophecy.   
 
One of the things that was happening when Jesus submitted to the baptism of John is that He was 
submitting to all that God had said before.  John the Baptist was the representative of Moses and 
Isaiah and Elijah, and all of the others.  John the Baptist is, in this instance, the witness of God’s 
Old Testament revelation, bearing witness about the light.  Verse 7: “He came as a witness, to 
bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him.”   
 
There’s a certain amount of background that a person has to have to actually know who Jesus is.  
You actually need your Old Testament.  You need to learn Scripture.  Now I’ve said to you many 
a time, and I mean it—a person can become a Christian on a very minimal amount of knowledge.  
You’re sharing the gospel with somebody, you talk to them, and you might say, “Jesus is the Son 
of God.  He died to bear our sins.  He rose on the third day.”  That can be enough.  A person can 
be converted on that simple a word.   
 
But to really truly know Jesus, you need to really truly know the Scripture—all of the Scripture, 
from Genesis through to Revelation.  And what you find when you get into Genesis through to 
Malachi—the Hebrew Scriptures, or the Old Testament—is that there, it’s all pointed towards 
the coming one.  It’s all about one who will come and set things aright.  Now you’ll find that in 
types, you find that in shadows, you find that in word pictures and stories—and I’m not saying 
the stories weren’t true when I use the word “stories”; probably I should use the word 
“narratives.”  You find that in narratives, constantly pointing forward to Jesus.  Well all that 
comes to a fine point in John the Baptist.  John the Baptist speaks the last word of the Old 
Testament.  When Jesus spoke of John, remember He said, “No one born of woman has been 
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greater than he; and yet, the least person in the kingdom of heaven is greater than John the 
Baptist.”  John comes to testify that this is the light.  What light?  The light sent by God, the light 
that God had promised, the light that God is sending out. 
 
Let’s have a look at a few examples here.  Turn to Isaiah chapter 9, verse 2.  Now this is an 
extended messianic prophecy.  Verse 2: “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone.”  You see, John’s 
saying, “Here is the light.”  John’s witness, his testimony, is that Jesus is the promised light.   
 
We started off the service with a reading from Psalm 43.  Just turn quickly to Psalm 43, reading 
verses 3 and 4.  The psalmist says, “3 Send out your light and your truth; let them lead me; let 
them bring me to your holy hill and to your dwelling! 4 Then I will go to the altar of God, to God 
my exceeding joy, and I will praise you with the lyre, O God, my God.”  “Send out your light 
and your truth.”  Think of some of Jesus’ I AMs.  “I am the light of the world.”  “I am the way, 
the truth, and the life.”   
 
So you start to see what it is John testifies.  John testifies that this man is the one who fulfills.  
This man is the one who completes.  This man is the sent-out light that the prophets have spoken 
of.  That’s the testimony of John.  Verse 8: “He was not the light,” speaking of John.  “He was 
not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.”  It’s interesting.  The historians of that 
time—for example, Josephus—tell us that in terms of popular appeal to the broad masses, John 
was the superstar; Jesus was the sideshow.  When John and Jesus were in an overlapping 
ministry context, John was the one who was drawing thousands upon thousands.  Now we see 
later in the gospel of John, John the Baptist says, “I must decrease; He must increase.”   
 
But there was a cult—at the time they wouldn’t have been called a cult, but we would think of 
them as a cult, or a sect, or a group of Jews who were becoming convinced that John the Baptist 
himself was the light that was promised, the messianic one.  There was a group, or a sect, who 
were convinced that John the Baptist was the messianic light.  So the Apostle John has written, 
and he has put it very bluntly: “He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.”  
He was the witness, the necessary one, the one who testifies, the one who preaches, in a way, the 
gospel.  He was one who spoke.  He was the bright and shining lamp. 
 
Now let’s read on.  Verse 9: “The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the 
world.”  The true light, which gives light to everyone.  Now you’ve got to ask the question, 
“Okay, the true light—we know we’re talking about Jesus—which gives light to everyone was 
coming into the world.”  Light to everyone.  John here has given us a very big category—Light 
to everyone coming into the world.  And what’s that saying?  Well, he actually explains it further 
down.  Verse 18 tells us, “No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, 
he has made him known.”  Or if you’ve got the New King James, it’ll tell you, “the only 
begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father.”  It means the same.  It’s a textual variant, but it 
means the same.  You reason it back to its original meaning, you’ll find the same message. 
 
What’s he saying?  That every bit of knowledge of God that humanity has ever had comes 
through Jesus Christ; that God revealing Himself to humanity, from the beginning of creation, 
was done by and through the person of the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  That’s why the Apostle 
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Paul could say in Romans chapter 1 that all have the knowledge of God and suppress the truth in 
unrighteousness.  They “hold the truth down,” is the word he uses.  The Apostle John is saying 
here that the knowledge of God that all of humanity has, they have through the work of Jesus 
Christ.  They may not know His name; they may not know His nature, according to Scripture; 
but even creation itself, as we have said many times, testifies to God and the nature of God.   
 
What did it say earlier?  “Without him was not any thing made that was made.”  That’s why, all 
over the world, wherever the missionaries go, they find religion.  They might not find true 
religion—they don’t find true religion—but they find people who are in some way conscious of 
God, some way conscious of a spiritual world, some way conscious of eternity.  Why?  Because 
Christ has always been revealing God.  How much has He been revealing?  He’s been revealing 
enough that anybody who has denied the living God can be rightly and justly condemned for 
their denial.  People don’t come towards the light, as we’re going to see.  Everybody in the world 
has some kind of light, and they don’t come to the light.  Let’s keep reading. 
 
“9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the 
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his 
own, and his own people did not receive him.”  What did it say back there at verse 5?  “The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it”—His own people.  Now John has 
narrowed the categories down.  He came into the world; the world was made through Him; yet 
the world did not know Him.  That’s a general statement.  That covers what we would call all of 
creation, all of humanity.  He’s come into the world.  They were “made through him, yet the 
world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.”  It 
kind of literally says, He came to His own home, and there He was not welcome.   
 
He came to His own, and his own people did not receive Him.  Now we’re getting specific.  He’s 
referring here now to the nation of the Jews, the biological descendants of Abraham.  He came to 
His own, and His own did not receive Him—the people who had the Scriptures, the people who 
had the Old Testament, the people who had the light that God has given through His word, the 
people who should have heard the testimony of John the Baptist, the one who was witness to the 
light—the last of their prophets.  That’s it.  When it came to John the Baptist, that was truly the 
end.  It didn’t end with Malachi.  There was a break of around 400 years, and then God sent out 
John the Baptist.  The last of their prophets testified that the light has come—this is the One.  
Not only did they reject the light, they rejected the one who testified of Him.   
 
When the Jews to this day celebrate Passover, they leave an empty seat for somebody.  They 
don’t leave an empty seat for the Messiah, they leave an empty seat for Elijah, because the 
prediction in Malachi is that God would sent a forerunner in the likeness of Elijah.  Now Jesus 
told us in the gospels that John the Baptist was Elijah, “if you will accept it.”  But they set a 
place for Elijah.  Why?  Because they say that not even the forerunner has come.  The Messiah 
has not come, nor has the prophet who was the forerunner of the Messiah come; therefore, at the 
Passover, we are waiting for the prophet who will testify of the Messiah.   
 
So not only have the Jews rejected Christ, but you see, they have rejected the one who testifies of 
and about Christ.  And they do that to this day, don’t they?  As a nation, apart from the grace of 
God, but in a general category as a people group, they reject the testimony of God’s grace in 
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Jesus Christ.  They do not accept the offer of salvation from the Lamb of God.  They choose 
darkness.  They remain in the darkness.  Now, we know from Scripture—Paul tells us in Romans 
chapters 9, 10, and 11—that this darkness is from God, that God indeed has put them in this 
state, first, as a judgment, and second, that salvation would be sent forth into the Gentile world.  
But there it is.   
 
So the Apostle John narrows the categories.  He came to His own, and His own people did not 
receive Him.  Now he narrows the categories even further: “But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name.”  So you see the steps—from the world, to the people of Abraham, to those 
who receive.  He’s narrowing down “to all who did receive him, who believed in his name.”  
And we should stop now and think a little bit about this idea of “believing in His name.”  What 
does this mean?  What is this all about?   
 
Well first of all, let’s turn to John chapter 3.  There we also have some very similar themes and 
concepts where we get words about light, and words about life, and also about believing in the 
name of Jesus.  Now this is coming after Jesus has told Nicodemus that you cannot enter or see 
the kingdom of heaven unless you be born again.  We’ll start reading at verse 16:  
 
“16 ‘For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in 
the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, 
and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 20 For everyone 
who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be 
exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that 
his works have been carried out in God.’” 
 
Just going back up to verse 18: “19 ‘Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever 
does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son 
of God. 19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the 
darkness rather than the light because their works were evil.’”  So “believed in the name of the 
only Son of God” is that tie-in phrase to what we’re looking at back in John chapter 1.   
 
“Believed in the name of the only Son of God.”  What does this mean, to say that you “believed 
in the name of the only Son of God”?  I mean, we say we believe in Christ.  We say we believe 
that which Scripture teaches concerning Christ.  Scripture has taught us that He is the Son of 
God.  Scripture has taught us that He lived a perfect sinless life.  Scripture has taught us that He 
died upon the cross, bearing our sins.  Scripture has taught us that He rose on the third day.  
Scripture teaches us that He reigns even now.  But it says here that you’re to “believe in His 
name.”  Well, to the Jewish mind, and in the Jewish context, that can really only mean one thing, 
and that is to be putting the name of Jesus of Nazareth, or Jesus Christ, upon the same footing, or 
the same level of holiness, the same level of respect as the very name of the covenant God, 
Yahweh.   
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Let’s have a look.  Turn to Isaiah chapter 44, verses 6 to 8: “6 Thus says the LORD,” thus says 
Yahweh, “the King of Israel and his Redeemer, Yahweh of hosts: ‘I am the first and I am the 
last; besides me there is no god. 7 Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and set it 
before me, since I appointed an ancient people. Let them declare what is to come, and what will 
happen. 8 Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? And you are my 
witnesses! Is there a God besides me? There is no Rock; I know not any.’” 
 
That’s God speaking.  That is, in a way, God’s sarcasm.  That’s God laying out a challenge.  
Basically, He’s saying: All right, all you peoples, you have your gods—wonderful gods!  And 
they look so great, and they do whatever you want them to do.  And you’re sacrificing to your 
gods.  All right, I lay down a challenge.  Let one of your gods come before me and tell me the 
way things are.  Let one of your gods come before me and make a prediction regarding the 
future.  Who is like me?  Let him proclaim it!  Let him declare it, and set it before me, since I 
appointed an ancient people.  Verse 7: Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen.   
 
You see the challenge of Yahweh: Bring before me one of your gods, and let your god tell me 
how the future’s going to unfold.  Notice at the end, He says, Is there a Rock besides me?  
“There is no Rock; I know not any.”  Now what did Paul say, in First Corinthians for example, 
regarding the rock that was in the desert, from which the water flowed?  “And Christ was that 
rock.”  Thus says the Lord—the double repetition of Yahweh in verse 6: “Thus says the Lord,” 
or Yahweh, “the King of Israel”—we’ll see a little later in the gospel of John that when 
Nathanial was called, he said, “You are the King of Israel.”   
 
“Thus says Yahweh, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts.”  Who are those 
two people, by the way?  Think about that.  “Thus says Yahweh, the King of Israel and His 
Redeemer, Yahweh of hosts.”  Doesn’t that sound just a little bit like two people are being called 
Yahweh there?  Yahweh the King, and Yahweh the Lord of hosts?  Remember there was light in 
the Old Testament.  The concept of more than one person being God is not a purely New 
Testament revelation.  Back in the book of Genesis, when Sodom was destroyed, it specifically 
and particularly says there Yahweh rained down fire from Yahweh in heaven.  One of the angels 
was Yahweh, and that angel who was Yahweh was raining down fire that He had received from 
Yahweh in heaven.  There you have two people being called Yahweh.  Yahweh is Yahweh, God 
the Father; Yahweh, God the Son; and Yahweh, God the Holy Spirit.   
 
It’s not actually a foreign concept to Scripture that though there be one and one only God, there 
is more than one person who is God.  And so we’re told that we must believe in the name of 
Jesus.  Turn to Isaiah 45.  This is one of my favorite passages in the Old Testament.  Starting at 
verse 15 of Isaiah 45: “15 Truly, you are a God who hides himself, O God of Israel, the Savior. 
16 All of them are put to shame and confounded; the makers of idols go in confusion together. 
17 But Israel is saved by Yahweh with everlasting salvation; you shall not be put to shame or 
confounded to all eternity. 18 For thus says Yahweh, who created the heavens (he is God!), who 
formed the earth and made it (he established it; he did not create it empty, he formed it to be 
inhabited!): ‘I am the LORD, and there is no other.’”  I am Yahweh, and there is no other.  Now, 
what are we told here about Yahweh?  We’re told that Yahweh is the Saviour, that He gives 
eternal and everlasting salvation, that He created the heavens, that He formed the earth and made 
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it, and that He made it to be inhabited.  Now hold those few thoughts in your mind, and go back 
to what the Apostle John has told us.   
 
John 1: “3 All things were made through him,” speaking of the Word, speaking of Jesus.  “And 
without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light 
of men. 5 The light sines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”  Dropping down 
to verse 9: “The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was 
in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him”—the world 
that He created, the world made through Him.  You see what John’s telling us, don’t you—that 
the one of whom we are speaking is Yahweh, truly, fully, and completely Yahweh: Yahweh of 
Hosts; Yahweh the Son, the eternally begotten Son.  “12 But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name”—think of it.  What else can it mean but when you’re speaking of someone 
writing from the background of a Jewish context, someone who’s been raised up in the 
Scriptures, someone who knows the Psalms and the prophets, when he says that you must 
believe in the name of Jesus, there’s only one name that a Jew would ever believe in—the God 
of the covenant, Yahweh.  You see the equivalency that John is making.  He actually is 
continuing his testimony that the Word who came from God is indeed God, the everlasting Son 
of God.  He’s continuing to put Jesus on exactly the same throne as Yahweh, the God of Israel.   
 
“To all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right”—the right, the power, 
the authority, the ability—“to become children of God.”  Now He gave “the right.”  If He had to 
give it, that means that before, it was not there.  You understand my point?  Now this is where 
we look and find, for example, our Reformed theology.  If Jesus had to give the right to someone 
to become a child of God, or a son of God, before He gave it, it wasn’t there.  If it wasn’t there, 
no one could therefore, by just simply exercising their own choice, make themselves a child of 
God.  They didn’t have the right, the power, or the ability until, what?  Until Jesus gave it.  “To 
them he gave the right to become children of God.”   
 
Then John really spells it out.  He wants to make sure we understand that.  He’s making it really 
very clear now who were born.  These people who have the right to become children, or sons of 
God, “were born, not of blood.”  What’s that mean?  Not of a bloodline, not because they were 
born of Abraham, not because they’re of a particular race or nation.  These ones were born, “not 
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh.”  Here John is not necessarily using that word “flesh” in the 
context of flesh versus Spirit, so he’s not speaking of our old nature.  He’s simply saying they 
were not born because there was a desire to produce children.   
 
They were not born because any person desired to have children, nor were they born “of the will 
of man.”  No one chose, in human terms, to make themselves a child of God, and no one can 
choose that someone else should be a child of God.  No will of any person, no will of any 
human, makes someone a child of God.  No man has the power to grant this life—“born not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.” 
 
Now looking back before we see “but of God,” what’s he talking about?  “Born not of blood nor 
of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of [the will of] God.”  That’s what that 
progression tells us—that the verb before is applying here.  No will of man made it happen; no 
man willed that it happen; no desire of the flesh made it happen; but the will of God made it 
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happen.  We’re born of God.  John chapter 3 makes it even clearer, but it’s already crystal here in 
John chapter 1, that to be born of God is the result of the exercise of the will of God.   
 
We don’t have it in us to choose Him of our own selves.  We just don’t.  We see the light.  All of 
creation sees the light, all the world, as the apostle has said, sees the light.  All the world knows 
of God through the works of Christ even if they do not know the words, even if they don’t have 
the words, “Father, Son, Holy Spirit,” even if they don’t know the name of Jesus, even if they 
don’t have Scripture.  John is saying that all of the world can look at creation, see and know that 
there is a Creator God, and that knowledge is not enough to save them, even though it is light.  
But it is enough to condemn them, because in refusing to submit to the living God, they are 
sinning against God.  So all of humanity starts from where?  It starts from darkness, starts from 
condemnation, starts from death.   
 
Turn forward to John chapter 5.  Jesus gives a sermon, if you like, on His equality with the 
Father on His place in the Godhead, teaching them that He and the Father are one.  Look at verse 
24 of John chapter 5: “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who 
sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.”  
What is the state of the person before believing?  Death.  I ask the question, What do dead men 
do?  Nothing.  There is no power, there is no ability in a dead man.  But God grants life.  Why?  
What’s God’s motivation?  Because He does, and that’s God’s motivation.  God is God, the 
sovereign Lord.  He didn’t do it because He was lonely, He didn’t do it because He needs us, He 
didn’t do it for any other reason than that He desired to do it, to make His glory known, to reveal 
Himself to His creation.  He did it for no other reason than to receive the glory that is due to Him 
as God.   
 
You meet any person who wants glory for themselves—and if you’re anything like me, you very 
quickly get bored with that person.  You don’t want to talk to them, you don’t really want to 
know them, you don’t want to be around them.  It’s not much fun talking to someone who only 
wants to talk about themselves.  And it’s not much fun being with someone who always demands 
that they are the center of attention, that the spotlight’s on them.   
 
You know the kind I mean.  Often they’re good at sports—I’ll use that for my illustration.  Often 
they’re good at sports.  They’re the kid who is the best at everything without trying.  Now I’ve 
known one or two.  They can play at cricket, basketball, rugby, soccer—you name it—
gymnastics.  They can do it all, and they don’t even seem to try, and all the little hanger-onners 
just follow them around from one place to the next.  And they get quite used to being the center 
of attention, and they quite like being the center of attention.  They don’t make very good 
friends, and if you haven’t noticed, that crowd of hanger-onners that follows them around is 
constantly changing, because someone gets sick of them and drops out, and a new one comes in. 
 
But God is rightly self-interested.  We, as created beings, know no higher being than the self-
existent being of God.  God, as a self-existent being, is the self-existent being.  What did we hear 
in Scripture?  “I am Yahweh, and there is no other.  I know no other.”  God knows nothing 
higher than Himself.  God rightly delights in His own perfection.  He rightly delights in His own 
goodness and glory.   
 



 9 

The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit have an eternal—I’ll use the word—love affair.  But I’m 
not trying to use that in any worldly way.  They have an eternal love for one another that is never 
satisfied, that never becomes old, never becomes tiring.  They know one another, and their own 
perfections, and they utterly delight in one another.  They enjoy one another’s goodness.  They 
enjoy one another’s life.  They enjoy one another’s love.  They delight in the holiness of God.  
They know that they are God, the one God, and they are filled with love for themselves as God, 
and it’s right that they should be so.   
 
It’s right that God be self-interested.  It’s right that God be preoccupied with the revelation of 
His glory.  It’s right that when God made humanity in His image, His desire was that His image 
glorify Him.  And we as people are never happier than when we are in submission to God, 
glorifying Him through obedience.  We were made to love, and the object of our love should in 
the very first instance be God.  He is what we were given the gift of love for—this desire to 
submit to self-sacrifice, to bow before something, to hand over to something.  Somewhere in all 
of us, it’s there.   
 
You find it in a child.  A child would look at a parent, especially a good and beloved parent, and 
imagine that parent was superman, or Mum was superwoman, and imagine that that parent 
knows everything and can never get it wrong.  That’s already the search for God.  And they draw 
great comfort in that over-estimation of their parents’ goodness.  But we as parents, we’re to take 
our children and turn them to God.  They’re to love God, to desire God, to understand, to know, 
and to enjoy His perfections.   
 
The goodness of God, the most beautiful being whom we can imagine is God.  And we don’t 
often think of the beauty and the goodness of God, but we should.  The reason we love beautiful 
things is because God created them beautiful, revealing His own beauty.  We will never tire of 
knowing God.  In Jesus’ high priestly prayer recorded in John chapter 17, He prays that we will 
know Him as the Father knows Him; and that in knowing Him, we will know the Father as Jesus 
knows Him.  Jesus prays that we will join into this eternal love affair that goes on between the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
 
The light—the light of life that is self-existent and perfectly good, the greatest thing—we can 
conceive no greater thing, for there is no greater thing.  This Great One, God, who is God, has 
said to us that there is no God beside Him.  You know, my friends, you have the greatest 
knowledge that is to be had by all of humanity, for God has revealed Himself to you through the 
light of His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  And God, by the power of His indwelling Holy Spirit, 
grants life, that you can become children, or sons, of God.  Now even that phrase “children of 
God”—and it is literally, “sons of God”—is a loaded phrase.   
 
Turn back to Exodus chapter 4.  We’ll start reading at verse 21: “21 And the LORD said to Moses, 
‘When you go back to Egypt, see that you do before Pharaoh all the miracles that I have put in 
your power. But I will harden his heart, so that he will not let the people go. 22 Then you shall say 
to Pharaoh, “Thus says Yahweh, Israel is my firstborn son, 23 and I say to you, ‘Let my son go 
that he may serve me.’ If you refuse to let him go, behold, I will kill your firstborn son.”’”  Israel 
is my firstborn son. 
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You see my friends, when you start to mine into the depths of Scripture, what you start to find is 
that all of Scripture speaks to you today.  The Exodus, which happened thousands of years ago, 
becomes to us a great picture of the deliverance with which God has delivered us.  “Israel is my 
son,” but now Jesus has given to us the right to be sons of God.  Now Jesus is the Son of God, 
sharing in the nature of God, and we have been given the right to be sons of God—sharing, as 
Peter says in Second Peter, partakers of the divine nature.  We’re never going to be God with a 
capital “G”, but we are actually going to partake of that divine nature, that divine love, that 
divine self-knowledge.   
 
Furthermore, God is infinite.  We’re never going to get to the bottom of this.  You’re never going 
to get to the end of this.  You’ll have all eternity to learn, I have all eternity to learn, and we’re 
going to be kindergarten kids at the end of ten thousand years.  At the end of a hundred thousand 
years, you’ll still be in kindergarten—you’re still learning.  You’re never going to matriculate, 
and you don’t want to!  It’s actually the school that we want to go to.  We went to some pretty 
sad schools in this world, but there’s a school that we’ve been enrolled in, an eternal school, 
where you never matriculate and don’t want to.  All you want to do is stay in school!  And that’s 
actually spiritual maturity. 
 
I don’t know if you’ve known anyone who stayed in school for three, four, five years longer.  I 
actually do know a few people.  They kept going back and doing year twelve again—and the 
reason?  It wasn’t actually about trying to get good marks.  Childish and immature people, they 
enjoyed being in school and just wanted to pretend they were teenagers forever and a day. 
Well, we are going to be in school for all eternity, and not wanting to be anywhere else.  We’re 
going to be in God’s school, the school of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, caught up in 
their eternal, self-giving love, loving God with all of our heart and with all of our soul and with 
all of our mind and with all of our strength.  That commandment is actually a prophecy.  That’s 
where we’ll be.  That’s what we’ll be doing, and never tiring of it, never wanting a change.   
 
Imagine something so good that you never want to change it.  We say that sometimes.  We’ll 
imagine we’ve had the perfect day, or we’ve had the perfect holiday, or the perfect meal.  We’ve 
never gotten anywhere close!  In the last week, being the Christmas week and having visits from 
relatives and stuff, I can tell you, I had three absolutely beautiful baked dinners—beautiful!  We 
had pork, we had duck, we had lamb.  Great!  And I said to Lesa at the end of the third one, “I 
don’t want a baked dinner til well into February.  I’ve had enough.  I want to get back onto light 
food and a normal diet.”  You can’t have a baked dinner every night.  It’s just too much. 
 
Well, this is something that we can have forever and for all eternity and it will never be too 
much.  It will never be enough.  It is our destiny and the purpose for which we are created.  As 
we know more of God, we will glorify God even more.  As we glorify God even more, we will 
know more of God.  Eternity is an eternity of happiness and joy in the presence of God, living 
for the very purpose for which we were created.  That’s the eternity, of course, for the sons and 
the children of God.  I mean, there’s been some fairly high-profiled people die during the last 
few weeks, and you see a whole lot of stuff on the TV about how they’ve gone off to a better 
world.  Well, I don’t really have any confidence in that idea.  I don’t think that just because 
they’ve died, they’ve gained entrance into heaven.  In a way, for some of them, possibly the best 
thing they could’ve done was die and leave us alone.  But even that was not a good work, 
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because they would rather not have died.  I don’t think now they’re now in eternity with God, 
because all that you ever saw of them was that they were self-centered and people who wanted 
the spotlight.  They did not want to give glory to God, and they did not want to receive the glory 
that comes from God.  They wanted the glory that comes from man, and they got their fill of it in 
this life.  They’re not going to be spending eternity in the presence of the living God.   
 
So where do we go from here?  What’s our closing thought?  I want it to come from Matthew 
chapter 5, so turn to Matthew chapter 5.  John the Baptist came to testify of the light, to bear 
witness about the light.  And Jesus says that John the Baptist was a bright and shining lamp.  But 
we’re told that we are to be a people of the light.  We’ll start reading at verse 13: 
 
“13 ‘You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It 
is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. 14 You 
are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and 
put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let 
your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven.’”  “In the same way, let your light shine before others.”  Those of us 
who have received the light are supposed to be bright and shining lamps, just as John the Baptist 
was.  We’re supposed to be those who give testimony to the light who has come into the world.  
We’re supposed to be those who share the light and the life of God.  That’s our mission—salt, 
the preservative; a lamp, not put under a basket but on a stand, giving light to all of its house.  
That’s our role, that’s what we’ve been called to do—to live before people in a way that sheds 
the light of God abroad “so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father 
who is in heaven.”   
 
My friends, we’ve received the light.  Can the light be seen in us?  That’s the question.  If you 
feel you have received the light, if you know that you have received the light, if you indeed are a 
person of a true living faith, regenerate by the power of the Holy Spirit, knowing and loving the 
Lord Jesus Christ—my friends, if you say that, what this tells me is that you have received the 
light, and what this tells me in Matthew is that you are to shine that light.  People are to actually 
know that we are Christians.  People are to actually know that we are servants of God most high.  
People are supposed to be able to look at us and to see the light of God shining in us.  And they 
see it through things that we do—good works, and giving “glory to your Father who is in 
heaven.”  We glorify God in our obedience.  We must live Christ-like—He being the light, we 
being given light to shine forth.  We must live Christ-like.  We must serve, we must love.   
 
I confess before you, every day I’m a failure.  Every day, I’m a disappointing Christian.  
Nevertheless, this is the command of God.  Repent, get down on your knees, ask for God’s help, 
and continue.  Repent, get down on your knees, ask for God’s help, and continue.  Day by day by 
day.  This is the Christian life.  Let’s close in prayer. 
 
Father in heaven, we do pray and ask that we indeed could be lights in a dark place, that we as a 
church could be a light upon a hill, giving light to the city around us.  Father, we thank you that 
in Christ we have been given the gift of life, that we have been made sons of God.  Father, we 
pray that in our lives, in the things that we do, in our words, in our love, in our worship of you, 
that we would be a light in this world.  We ask in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 


