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The Real Lord’s Prayer 
Part 2 

John 17:1-5 

BI: One of the greatest privileges of the Christian life is that we get to behold the glory of 
Christ.  

     What do you think God the Son would say to God the Father the night before He would offer 
Himself up as a sacrifice for the sin of the world? This is what John 17 is. In these 26 verses the 
Holy Spirit invites us to listen in on a conversation between God the Father and God the Son 
while the Son is still on earth.  

     I am calling this message “The Real Lord’s Prayer” because the passage in Matt. 6 that so 
many of us learned from childhood and have called “The Lord’s Prayer” is actually a prayer 
Jesus never prayed. In fact He could not have prayed that prayer because in it the one praying is 
to ask for forgiveness of sins that Jesus never committed. So if you really want to meditate on a 
prayer the Jesus actually prayed, the best place to turn is arguably here in John 17. This is the 
“Real” Lord’s prayer. 

     We began wading into the deep waters of this prayer last time and discovered, even from the 
first verse, that it is one of the deepest and most significant passages of the N.T. It is often 
referred to as Jesus’ High-priestly prayer. Wescott calls it “The greatest prayer recorded 
anywhere in Scripture,” and “the ‘holy of holies’ of the Gospel record.”  MacArthur calls it the 
most profound and magnificent prayer of the N.T.   Martin Luther said that this prayer “is so 
deep, so rich, so wide, no one can fathom.” German reformer Philip Melanchthon wrote, “There 
is no voice which has ever been heard, either in heaven or in earth, more exalted, more holy, 
more fruitful, more sublime, than the prayer offered up by the Son of God Himself.”  Lenski said 
of this 26 verses prayer, “Its serenity, its majesty, and its authority befit only the heart and lips of 
Him who is the Son. Before this prayer all our prayers fade like [candles before] the sun.” And J. 
C. Ryle said it is “the most remarkable [chapter] in the Bible. It stands alone, and there is nothing 
like it. It is unequaled for depth and scope in all the Scriptures.   

     With this in mind, let us approach this chapter once again in a spirit of humility and worship 
as Jesus takes us into the secret place of the tabernacle of the Most High God. 

     The context of this prayer is of paramount importance. Jesus is perhaps only a few hours 
away from being arrested, which will result in His crucifixion on the next morning. Knowing 



that His hour was at hand He spent His final night with His disciples teaching, exhorting, and 
encouraging them for what lay ahead. They have no idea what is about to take place, but Jesus 
knows all too well the price He must pay to take upon Himself the sin of the world.  

    In this first of three sections, Jesus prays for Himself. And the first thing He asks the Father for 
is restored glory.  

I. Jesus Asks for Restored Glory: 

Read v. 1 

1. As I said last time, my purpose in this message is to help us see something of the glory of 
Christ. This is without question the most important thing in the Christian life. Being a faithful 
son or daughter of God is NOT FIRST about obeying the law, or listening to sermons, prayer, 
singing, or evangelism, or anything else. The highest privilege and most important duty of the 
Christian life is to behold by faith the glory of Christ. He is everything to us. He is (as Paul will 
say 1 Cor. 1:30) our “wisdom and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption.” He is our 
all-in-all. John Owen, in his little book The Glory of Christ, writes,  

Only a sight of His glory, and nothing else will truly satisfy God’s people. The 
hearts of believers are like a magnetized needle which cannot rest until it is 
pointing north. So also, a believer, magnetized by the love of Christ, will always 
be restless until he or she comes to Christ and beholds His glory.   

2. I will not take the time to re-preach verse 1 (especially since it took the whole hour last time), 
but we should be reminded that we see Christ’s glory in just about every word of this text. For 
example, the very first word of His prayer, “Father,” points to Jesus’ uniquely intimate 
relationship with God as His personal Father. It also pointed to the fact that as Son of God He is 
equal with God, and yet it also distinguishes between the Person of the Father from the Person of 
the Son. The members of the trinity are One in essence but Three in Person – Father, Son and 
H.S. 

3. We learned too that when Jesus spoke of His “hour” he was speaking of the appointed time 
that would manifest His glory more than anything He ever did. “It was” as Owen explains, “the 
hour in which the Son of man would terminate his labors by rendering the one and only atoning 
sacrifice for the sin of mankind; the hour of fulfilling prophesies, types, and symbols; the hour of 
triumph over the prince of this world; the hour of dismissing the old [covenant] and ushering in 
the new.”  

4. By this act of self-sacrifice for the sin of the world, the Father would glorify the Son. 
Spurgeon’s eloquence is unmatched on this point. He writes,  



When you think of the physical agonies, of His metal torture, of His spiritual 
darkness – when you consider that all the powers of earth and Hell were let lose 
upon Him. And when, worst of all, you remember that the Father’s face was 
hidden from Him till he cried, “Why have You forsaken me?” and yet consider 
that our Champion, having begun the redeeming work, went through with it and 
never drew back His hands from the Covenant which He had made, nor flinched 
under the strokes He bore – I say [to you] He was glorious in His passion and His 
prayer was heard! The Father did glorify His Son even on the [cross]! This was an 
hour of Glory that might dazzle angel’s eyes – that hour when He said, ‘It is 
finished,’ and gave up the ghost. What had He finished? He had finished that 
which saved his people! He had peopled Heaven with immortal Spirits who shall 
delight in Him forever and had shaken the gates of Hell! God indeed glorified his 
Son in enabling Him to bear - and bear so well - all the weight of sin and the 
penalty that was due it.  

5. Yes, beloved, the Son would be glorified. Through the cross, resurrection, and ascension, Jesus 
would have restored to Him the glory that was His before the creation of the world. And He 
would do it not merely to glorify Himself, but as always, that His Father would be glorified in 
Him. 

6. So Jesus prayed for Restored glory.  

II. Jesus Acknowledges His Divine Authority: 

Read v. 2  

1. What it means to be the Son, the Mediator, and Messiah is that Jesus has absolute authority 
over all people, and the power to give them eternal life. Remember, in Matt. 28:19 Jesus says, 
“All authority is given to me in heaven and in earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations…” The reason Jesus could accomplish His work as Mediator and Messiah is that His 
Father had given Him all authority to do so. So if you want to see Christ’s glory, consider His 
authority. Consider the fact that the Father gave Him authority to give eternal life. And to whom 
does He give it? He gives eternal life to all who the Father has given Him. Isn’t that was it says? 

2. There’s no way around this, beloved. This speaks to the mystery of Divine election. Now it’s 
important for us to take a bit of time on this one. There are some who don’t believe in divine 
election because they want to preserve the doctrine of man’s free will. I understand that. No one 
wants to be a robot and no one wants to believe anything that might make God appear to be 
unjust.  



3. On the other hand others believe that while it’s true that all those whom God gives to the Son 
will be saved, it may also be true (they say) that SOME who are NOT “given” to the Son will 
also be saved. Now let’s think about that from the perspective of the text.  

A. Here in John 17:2  we read that Jesus gives eternal life to all the Father has given Him.  
But turn back to John 6 for a moment. (Read John 6:37) 

B. In this passage (John 6:37) All the given will come , and v. 39 says, “of all that He has 
given me none will be lost.” 

C. Now look at John 6:65 “No one can come unless it is given him from the Father.” 

D. So Jesus gives eternal life to all who are given. All the given shall come, none of them 
shall be lost, and none CAN come unless they are given. That pretty much covers it, don’t 
you think?  That’s pretty much an iron clad argument for unconditional election and the 
believers security. I say security in part because He calls it eternal life. He does not give 
us heavenly life. He gives us eternal life. And the idea of eternal life means that we 
cannot lose it. It is “eternal.”  

4. This is the glory of Jesus’ authority. All attempts to thwart it are (as one commentator said) 
“weaker than a cobweb over a loaded cannon’s mouth.”    

5. Now don’t get me wrong. I’m not saying we understand this completely and that there isn’t 
any mystery here. There is. In fact, J.C. Ryle says of this chapter,  

 It is needless to say that the chapter before us contains many deep things. It could 
hardly be otherwise. He that reads the words spoken by one Person of the blessed 
Trinity to another Person, by the Son to the Father, must surely be prepared to 
find much that he cannot fully understand, much that he has no line to fathom. 
There are sentences, words, and expressions, in the twenty-six verses of this 
chapter, which no one probably has ever unfolded completely. We have not minds 
to do it, or to understand the matters it contains, if we could. But there are great 
truths in the chapter which stand out clearly and plainly on its face, and to these 
truths we shall do well to direct our best attention.  

6. In the mystery of His gracious providence and sovereign rule God has ordained to redeem by 
effectually calling men and women to Himself and give them to His son who possesses the 
authority to save AND KEEP everyone who is given Him so that none will be lost. Yes, there is 
great mystery here. But there is great security too, because all who are given to Christ come, and 
none who come are ever cast out, and not one of them can be lost.  

7. Beloved, do you realize how secure you are in Christ? Once again I turn to Spurgeon to help 
me say it. He writes,  



Is it not a most wonderful guarantee of the safety of everyone for whom Christ 
died, that the Glory of Christ and the Glory of the Father – and I may add the 
glory of the blessed Spirit – are all equally concerned in the salvation of the 
believing soul? Dare I say it? It would be a blot upon the everlasting Glory if one 
believing soul were ever lost! Then were God’s truth no longer sure; His 
faithfulness no longer firm; His love no more immutable! His power might be 
doubted - His changeableness would be proven. But, beloved, it cannot be! Christ 
will not lose a sheep of His flock, nor will the Comforter lose a spirit in which He 
has once began to indwell! You can rest in this! Abide without doubt or fear in 
Christ, for the mountains shall depart and the hills be removed, but the Covenant 
of His love shall not be removed from you, says the Lord that has mercy upon 
you. Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, dear hearers and these Divine privileges 
shall be yours!   

7. This is your devine security. Its not bound up in whether you believed enough, or were sincere 
enough, or said the right words when you prayed the “sinner’s prayer.” Your security is in the 
finished work of Jesus Christ and the immutable character of God.  

8. So Jesus prays for Restored Glory, and He acknowledges His Divine Authority. Third, 

III. Jesus Defines Eternal Vitality: 
Read v. 3 

1. By “vitality” I simply mean “life.” In this case it is eternal vitality, or eternal life. It’s 
important to notice first that our Lord says eternal life is qualitative, not simply quantitative. 
Everybody lives forever. Some in the presence of the Lord, some in the lake of fire according to 
Scripture. When I say eternal life is qualitative I mean that Jesus is NOT talking about how long 
we will live but what kind of life it will be. It will be a life of eternally knowing and growing in 
the knowledge of God. Jesus is talking about the quality of that life. It is a privileged life because 
it is as life of continuous experiential fellowship with God. And furthermore, you will notice that 
this knowledge (or fellowship with) God cannot be severed from the knowledge of Jesus Christ. 
"This is eternal life that they might know the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have 
sent."  

2. The word “true” here means “genuine.” There are counterfeit gods and there is the one True 
God. But it’s not good enough simply to say you believe in “one God.” That says nothing about 
who that God is. Perhaps you believe in the Buddist view of God, or the Muslim view of God or 
the Unitarian view of God. But the “only true God” identifies Himself as the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  



3. Someone will say, "My, what a bigot the person is who said this?" But it is our Lord who has 
said this. As S. Lewis Johnson puts it, This is one of those uncomfortable “onlys” in the teaching 
of Jesus. We believe it not because the world approves of it, but because our Lord said it. He is 
our King and we trust Him with everything He says.  And Jesus says that eternal live is defined 
and experienced knowing the only genuine God, and Jesus Christ who He have sent." Even in 
this, Jesus is glorified. 

4. So Jesus Asks for Restored Glory; Jesus Acknowledges His Divine Authority; Jesus Defines 
Eternal Vitality, and now… 

IV. Jesus Announces His Completed Ministry: 

Read v. 4 

1.  This is truly amazing when you think about it. God put Adam on the earth and assigned Him a 
significant ministry, but He failed and plunged all men into sin. God put Israel on the earth and 
assigned it a significant ministry (light to the nations), but they failed because of self-will and 
idolatry. God established a priesthood to make atonement for sinners, but the killing of bulls and 
goats could never take away sin. But then God sent Jesus Christ to earth, and gave Him a 
significant ministry… but HE DID NOT FAIL!  He did what Adam could not do. He did what 
Israel failed not do. He did what Moses and the Law could not accomplish. He did what all of the 
priests and all of their sacrifices combined throughout the ages simply could not do. He lived a 
perfectly righteousness life and thus fulfilling the requirements of the Law. Then He died a 
horrifically shameful and bloody death, and thus bore the full penalty of the law. For our sakes 
He offered Himself as the once for all sacrifice in order to bring many sons to glory.  

2. This was Jesus work. It was His redeeming work, His atoning work, His purifying work, His 
saving work, and He did it in perfect obedience to the Father and out of perfect love for those He 
would save. This was Jesus’ work. It was a perfect work, a majestic work, and stupendous work, 
and now it was His finished work. It was the work for which He deserves all glory. No wonder 
Paul (1 Tim. 1:17), while writing to Timothy about Jesus broke into spontaneous doxology 
saying, “Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever 
and ever, Amen!”  

3. Beloved, verse 4 of John 17 is a verse about the Eternal Sonship of Jesus Christ. At Christmas 
we sing “mild He lay His glory by, born that men no more may die…”  Jesus is asking that the 
Father restore Him to the position of glory that He laid aside in order to come to earth. He is 
saying, Father, Give me back the place I had before we began this mediatorial work. Restore to 
me My rightful position on your throne as your eternal Son. And do it for your own eternal glory. 



4. The most amazing thing that ever happened on planet earth is that God sent His only begotten 
and eternal Son into the world on an impossible mission… and He accomplished it! He 
completed it! And even though at this point in the narrative His suffering was not complete, He 
nevertheless speaks of it as if it had already been endured, so certain is He that he will endure it. 
But it would not be many hours from this moment when Jesus would cry out with a loud voice 
from the cross, “It Is Finished!”  

4. This is His glory, that He finished the work which the Father had given Him to do. 
“Throughout the ministry of His suffering He, the man of Sorrows, longed to regain that which 
he, in the interest of sinners, had voluntarily surrendered.”  Now, it was time for His eternal glory 
to be restored. Now Christ would exchange the cross for a crown. Now God would raise Him up 
and restore to Him the glory which He had with the Father before the creation of the world (Read 
v.5). 

5. O beloved, behold the glory of Christ. Behold the glory of Christ. Many years after writing 
this Gospel, the apostle John would be allowed to draw back the veil in heaven and show us the 
heavenly glory of Christ. He writes in Revelation 5,  

Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the 
living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, 
and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb 
that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and 
glory and blessing.” 13 And every created thing which is in heaven and on the 
earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying, 
“To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory 
and dominion forever and ever.” 14 And the four living creatures kept saying, 
“Amen.” And the elders fell down and worshiped (Rev. 5:11-14). 

6. This is the Jesus we adore. He is God’s only begotten Son, our Messiah. He is glorious, and 
we have the privilege of knowing Him and worshipping Him forever. 

7. This is the Real Lord’s prayer. It is a glorious prayer, a majestic prayer. It is a prayer the He 
alone was qualified to pray, and by it we see His glory.  

BI: One of the greatest privileges of the Christian life is that we get to behold the glory of Christ.


