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LESSONS ON PREDESTINATION #33

“Satan’s Destruction of Man” (Part Two)

(Scriptures from NKJV)

“And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you

may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat,

for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”   (Genesis 2:16-17)

“So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to

the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She

also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both of them were

opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together

and made themselves coverings. And they heard the sound of the Lord God

walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid

themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.

Then the Lord God called to Adam and said to him, ‘Where are you?’   So he said, ‘I

heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid

myself.’ And He said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the

tree of which I commanded you that you should not eat?’  Then the man said, ‘The

woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate.’  And

the Lord God said to the woman, ‘What is this you have done?’  The woman said,

‘The serpent deceived me, and I ate.’” (Genesis 3:6-13)

INTRODUCTION:   Satan’s first stage of his strategy was to remove God from His claim to

be the lone supreme Being of the universe.  His plan was to separate Eve from her

obedient relationship with God.  He was successful in first convincing Eve that God’s

spoken rule over her was not the ultimate authority over her life, and that it deprived her

of her dignity and freedom.  He then proceeded to convince her that by embracing the

understanding that her mind is actually the mind of God within her, she would then

experience an enlarged consciousness of being.  Then her standard for moral right and

wrong would come from within her own nature, and not from some outward objective rule

of conduct imposed upon her.  Thus as an autonomous self-sufficient being, she would

become like God.  Satan has won the first stage of his plan to destroy Eve’s obedience to

God as her Creator.  In today’s lesson, we will examine verses 6-13 as Satan uses Eve to

tempt her husband, Adam.  God permits all this to occur to promote, or bring His wise and

holy eternal purpose to enthrone His Son at His own right hand.

A.  MAN’S NEW WORLD VIEW - Genesis 3:6.

1.   The deception of Eve - “she saw and she took.”  Eve is now led to embrace a

new world view.  Up until now she has been a God-centered being.  The first question in

the Westminister Shorter Catechism is: “What is the chief end of man?”  The answer is,
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“Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy Him forever.”  This was Eve’s world view of

things.  She believed that God was glorious, good and worthy of honor.  She now will see

the world from an introverted point of view.  What is now man’s chief end?  It is to enjoy

himself and promote his own good!

a.  Eve now views God, and the things of the creation, as existing to satisfy

the goals of her self-centered nature.  

b.  She now believes no harm can come from eating of the fruit of the tree. 

It now appears to her as being just like the rest of the fruit trees which God had placed in

the garden.  In Genesis 2:9 we read, “And out of the ground the Lord God made every

tree grow that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was also

in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”

c.  It is now no longer a holy or sanctified tree set apart to remind her of her

Creator and His glory, but is now just a common thing to fulfill her sensual pleasures.

d.  The Bible tells us that her act was that of being deceived rather than that

of rebellion like Adam.  In I Timothy 2:11-14 Paul says, “Let a woman learn in silence

with all submission. And I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority

over a man, but to be in silence.  For Adam was formed first, then Eve.  And Adam

was not deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression.”

e.  Eve believed that something good would be added to her abilities, and

she would become a better help-mate to her husband.  Eve fell with a spirit of good will,

for she had come to believe that the tree of the knowledge of good and evil would make

one wise.  After all, that was what the name of the tree meant.  She wanted both herself

and her husband to enjoy this imagined blessing.  Eve erred and sinned in her error, but

her error, as serious as it was, was not the same as it was in Adam’s case.  Adam sinned

out of pure rebellion against God.

f.  Her sensual nature now manifests itself.  She has been deceived into

believing that a greater goodness resided in the tree rather than the goodness which

existed in God.  She now becomes a sensual person rather than a spiritual person.  She

saw the tree in this manner:

(1) “Good for food” - physical senses (It was not poisonous).

(2) “Pleasant to the eyes” - emotional senses (calming, not irritating).

(3) “To make one wise” - intellectual senses (educational in nature).
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g.  NOTE: Jude 9 says, “These be sensual (worldly) persons, not having

the Spirit.”  These separate themselves from those who have a Biblical view of God.

h.  NOTE: Compare the churches today who try to attract the unconverted to

attend their worship services through the use of sensual means with the hope of making

them spiritual.  Question - Do they confront fallen men with the bold direct approach which

God used in dealing with Adam, both before and after the fall?

CHART OF SATAN’S DEVICES

EVE & ADAM JESUS CHRIST MANKIND

Genesis 3:6 Matthew 4:1-11 I John 2:15-17

“Good for food” “Stones become bread” “Lust of the flesh.”

“Pleasant to the eyes” “Cast yourself down” “Lust of the eyes”

“Make one wise” “Kingdoms of the world” “Pride of life”

As we have seen in the previous lessons, Satan has a rival kingdom to that of the

kingdom of heaven.  

Satan is the ruler in his kingdom.

Christ Jesus is the ruler in His kingdom.

Satan rules by pride and dominion.

Christ rules by humility and servanthood.

Satan’s kingdom is a kingdom of darkness.

Christ’s kingdom is a kingdom of light.

Satan’s kingdom is given the title “of this world.”

Christ’s kingdom is given the title of “the world to come.”  

When John says not to “love this world” he is talking about Satan’s kingdom, not

the creation of God and the bountiful riches contained therein.  When he says, “neither

the things in the world” he is referring to the devices which Satan uses to recruit and

maintain his subjects under his control.  These devices are three in nature and he has fine-

tuned them to perfection.  They are his bait which he uses to deceive.  In II Corinthians

2:11, Paul says, “lest Satan should take advantage of us, for we are not ignorant of

his devices.”  The Greek word here is also translated as mind, or thought.  In this setting

it is used in a sinister manner meaning “evil schemings or designs.”  All of Satan’s methods

for deceiving mankind fall under one of these three headings.  They will either be used to

3

http://www.gabm.org
http://www.gabm.org


Reformed Doctrine of Predestination      Grace Abounding Bible Ministries
Pastor Jim Gables                                                                                               www.gabm.org 

                                                                                                                                                        

tempt one to:

1st:   Serve one’s self interest - Matt. 4:3,4 “Stones into bread.”

2nd:  Test God as opposed to trust God - Matt. 4:5-7 “Cast yourself            down.”

3rd:   Worship Satan in order to gain what we want to get ahead in life -   Matt. 4:8-10

“Kingdoms of this world.”

i.  A spiritual view of God and His glory has been replaced with a sensual

view of man and his lust for temporal things.

2.  The rebellion of Adam - “She also gave to her husband with her, and he

ate.”

Let us now look at Adam’s sin in contrast to Eve’s sin.  Adam was not deceived. 

When Eve gave him the fruit, he knew it would violate God’s law.  She probably used the

same arguments with Adam that Satan had used upon her.  But Adam never doubted God’s

Word.  He knew what the consequences would be if he ate of the tree, but he did eat of it

anyway.  Why did he do so?  We are not explicitly told.  It may have been that he didn’t

want to be alone again, since observing that Eve had eaten of the tree, he assumed that

his wife was going to die.  Thus he chose to follow his companion rather than follow his

Creator.

a.  There are two views as to the meaning of the expression “with her.” 

One is that Adam was physically present with her and observed the whole temptation

process.  If so, this would make him more responsible to God for not warning his wife of

what she was doing.  In his failure to warn his wife, he was failing to show the loving

headship of protecting his companion from death.  While this view is popular, I believe it

does not fit the sequence of the story, and does not explain why Satan would approach Eve

rather than Adam.

The other view, which I hold, is that the term “with her” merely expresses

that Adam sinned along with Eve and they fell as a pair as opposed to one.  It appears to

me that Satan waited until Eve was alone and unprotected by the headship of her husband. 

This would enable him to be more likely to deceive her and separate her, not only from her

God, but also from her husband.  If he could drive a wedge between Eve and her husband,

it would make Adam more vulnerable to following as well.  This better explains why Adam

blames Eve and not the serpent for his actions when he is later confronted by God.  

So it is Adam’s rebellion that makes his descendants guilty of sin, not Eve’s. 

This is known as the “original sin” and affects the entire race of mankind. Eve had not been
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created independently but was made from Adam.  Adam was created first, and from him

came the whole human race, including Eve.  The Apostle Paul makes it clear in Romans

that everyone born into the human race will possess a sinful nature for it was as head of

the human race that Adam sinned.  In Romans 5:12, he states, “Therefore, just as

through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death

spread to all men, because all sinned.”   Man fell through a representative.  If he is to

be saved, he must be saved by and through a representative.

B.  MAN’S NEW ENLARGED EXPERIENCE - Genesis 3:7-13.

1.  Verse 5 - “the eyes of both of them were opened.” - Man’s understanding is

now enlarged, but not in the way in which he was expecting.  He now knows evil for the

first time.  He had been enabled to know or experience good, now he experiences evil.  Eve

had been led to believe that she would gain a greater good or degree of happiness and joy,

but now for the first time she experiences what it is like to lose something which she

previously possessed.  She, along with Adam has died in her soul.  By this it is not meant

annihilation, but separation.  It is known as spiritual death.  Just as physical death

separates the soul from the body, spiritual death separates the soul from its communion

with God. They now saw the happiness they had fallen from, and the misery they had

fallen into.  They saw the loving God provoked, and His likeness and image lost.  They saw

their natures corrupted and depraved.  They saw a law in their faculties warring against the

law of their minds, and captivating them both to sin and wrath.  

2.  Six characteristics of sinful fallen men.

a.  One: An awakened conscience - verse 7 “They knew they were

naked.”  Here is the awakening of the conscience which was part of man’s nature in his

creation.  Some see it as an element comprising the image of God.  It consists of an inner

moral sense of right and wrong enabling man to make moral judgments.  Mankind, as

distinct from the animals, has the capacity to distinguish right from wrong. This involves

the mind, the emotions, and the will, for conscience acts as both a judge and a guide.  In

Romans 2:14-15 Paul describes the Gentiles who had never been evangelized or exposed

to the revealed word or law of God.  There we read, “For when Gentiles, who do not

have the law, by nature do the things in the law, these, although not having the

law, are a law to themselves, who show the work of the law written in their

hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves their

thoughts accusing or else excusing them).”  While they had never received a revealed

law of God in a Bible, they nevertheless have a built-in capacity to discern right from

wrong (good from evil) in the constitution of their being.  This is affirmed in their

conscience “accusing or else excusing them.”  
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b.  Two: A covering for shame - verse 7 “they sewed fig leaves

together and made themselves coverings (aprons).”  Prior to their fall, we are told in

Genesis 2:25, “And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not

ashamed.”  Before they sinned, they had no reason to be ashamed.  Now they experience

a new sensation within their natures.  They are ashamed before the eyes of each other, the

eyes of God, and the eyes of Satan and his angels.  They are not just ashamed of their

naked bodies, but their thoughts as well.  Man now has private portions of his life which he

does not want anyone to see or know about.  Man is now hesitant to confess his sins and

very desirous to conceal them as much as possible.  

c.  Three: An avoidance of the sovereign God - verse 8 - “they hid

themselves from the presence of the Lord God.”  Up until now, Adam and Eve could

enjoy and look forward to being in the presence of God.  There was no distrust or

uneasiness when He walked and talked with them in the garden.  This is why Adam’s lost

descendants are uneasy in a worship service that centers itself upon the glory of a

sovereign God, and they will seek to avoid such services.  The more God-centered a

worship service becomes, the more the flesh is offended.  Fallen men will not seek after

God.  God must seek after man.  This destroys the idea that man is basically good, but just

has some misunderstandings about God which can be corrected by good counsel.

d.  Four: A fear of God’s judgment - verses 9, 10 and 11 - “Where are

you?”  “I heard your voice in the garden, and I was afraid.”   God’s inquiry is not as

though He did not know where Adam was, but was to draw out of him a confession of his

sin.  It might be re-phrased as “Adam, what has happened to you?”  It is a question to

bring about conviction and humiliation.  The question denotes, “Not in what place are you,

but what condition are you now in?”  

NOTE: Sinners must first be confronted with their sin before they are

confronted with God’s remedy for sin.  God did not begin with Adam by saying that “I love

you and have a wonderful plan for your life!”  No, the bad news must precede the good

news.  If sinners will not consider the condition they are in, they will have no peace or rest

until they return to God.  An awareness of a need must precede the promise of forgiveness. 

Jesus said in Matthew 11:28-30, “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden,

and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am

gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For My yoke is

easy and My burden is light.” 

NOTE: The invitations of Christ to forgive sinners, are to a certain class of

sinners who manifest a type of character, namely that of confessing their burden over sin. 
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There are no promises of forgiveness to those who are self-righteous and proud in spirit. 

This is being by-passed in modern evangelism which presses for decisions prior to a work

of conviction by the Holy Spirit.  Yes, the Gospel message is to be proclaimed

indiscriminately to all, but the promises of forgiveness are made to those who are broken

in spirit and are willing to repent and believe. 

e.  Five: A shifting of blame - verses 12 and 13 - “The woman whom

you gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate . . . The serpent

deceived me, and I ate.” Both Adam and Eve reluctantly confessed that they ate of the

fruit of the tree.  But though they gave the appearance of confessing their sin, they were

not actually confessing at all.  They are admitting only what cannot be denied.  And even

while admitting this, they are pleading extenuating circumstances.  In law, this would be

called a plea of “confession and avoidance.”  It admits the fact, but denies guilt on the

basis of the circumstances. 

We may blame our sinful conduct upon our environment, our upbringing, or

even our genetic predisposition.  But if we are going to blame others, or our circumstances,

we still have to ask, “who has determined or controlled the conditions?”  If it be persons to

blame, then Adam blamed Eve and Eve blamed the serpent.  But when the bottom line is

drawn, only two beings possess the ability to control our circumstances, they are God and

the devil, and since it is God who permitted the devil to enter the garden, then ultimately

God is believed to be the one responsible for the sins which Adam and Eve committed.  If

we are permitted to shift the blame for sin to others, then Luther would be correct in

saying, “You, Lord have sinned.”  But we can think of nothing more that could show sin’s

horror than to blame the holy all-wise God for our own sins.

This tendency to shift the blame for our sins comprises part of our depravity. 

It can be seen in small children, youth, middle age, and senior adults.

f.  Six: An appeal to victimization - verse 12 - “The woman you gave to

be with me.”  Adam now appeals his case that he is a victim of God’s foreordained

providence.  He is saying that if you are the Most High God with all wisdom and power,

then you must have foreordained my fall in order to achieve your wise purposes.  And you

did so by exposing me to this woman.  It’s your fault.  

Our modern society is riddled with playing the victim card.  My parents

mistreated me, my employer mistreated me, my wife or husband mistreated me.  And on

and on it goes.  Whatever happened to sin?
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3.  Satan has succeeded in his second stage of destroying man.  Man is now ruined. 

He is dead in trespasses and sin.  His mind is darkened, his affections distorted, his will is

bent toward self.  He is now helpless to save himself or to move himself toward a holy God. 

Cf. Ephesians 2:1-3 “There is none that seeks after God.”  God’s judgment upon the

creature’s sins is about to fall.
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