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Prayer about Care Ministry 

 

“King of heaven, We confess before you the pride, 
fear, and selfishness that closes our eyes to 
hurting people around us. Though we share their 
flesh and blood, we are quick to look away when 
their suffering and brokenness make us 
uncomfortable. Instead of looking at them and 
seeing their great need, we quickly walk away, and 
turned toward people who make us feel good.” 

 

“Forgive us for the help that we should have offered 
this week that we did not. Forgive us for the help 
that we offered for sinful reasons: to feel proud and 
superior, to purchase friendship, or to put people in 
our debt.” (from: Prone to Wander)  

 



Becoming like Christ  

in caring for others 

_______________ 

“For even the Son of Man  

did not come  

to be served, but to serve,  

and to give his life  

as a ransom for many.” 

(Mark 10:45) 

 



 

Caring for others  

in  

Community 

 



The Church and Care 

 

 It is God’s will for each believer in 

Christ to be meaningfully related with 

a body of believers, faithfully serving 

others under accountability to the 

pastoral oversight of elders.   

 

 (Ephesians 4:11-16; Hebrews 3:12-14; 

10:23-25; I Peter 4:10-11; 5:1-4; I 

Thessalonians 5:12-13; Hebrews 13:17) 

 



Acts 2:44-47 

44-45 - “All the believers were together and 

had everything in common. They sold 

property and possessions to give to 

anyone who had need.”  

46-47 -  “Every day they continued to meet 

together in the temple courts. They broke 

bread in their homes and ate together with 

glad and sincere hearts, praising God and 

enjoying the favor of all the people. And 

the Lord added to their number daily those 

who were being saved.” 



Acts 4:32-35 

 

32-33 - "All the believers were one in heart 
and mind. No one claimed that any of their 
possessions was their own, but they shared 
everything they had. With great power the 
apostles continued to testify to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus.”  

34-35 - “And God’s grace was so powerfully 
at work in them all that there were no needy 
persons among them. For from time to time 
those who owned land or houses sold them, 
brought the money from the sales and put it 
at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to 
anyone who had need." 

 



Evidence of deep transformation  

  

• Willingness to give up private 

property for the benefit of others.  
 (Needs and wants were more easily 

distinguished).  

 

• Trust for leadership to manage 

funds for others 



God’s plan for His people 

 

Ephesians 4:11-16 (NLT) 

11. “Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the 
church: the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, and the pastors and teachers.  

12. Their responsibility is to equip God’s people 
to do his work and build up the church, the 
body of Christ.  

13. This will continue until we all come to such 
unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son 
that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring 
up to the full and complete standard of Christ.  



14. Then we will no longer be immature like 
children. We won’t be tossed and blown about 
by every wind of new teaching. We will not be 
influenced when people try to trick us with lies 
so clever they sound like the truth.  

15. Instead, we will speak the truth in love, 
growing in every way more and more like 
Christ, who is the head of his body, the church.  

16. He makes the whole body fit together 
perfectly. As each part does its own special 
work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the 
whole body is healthy and growing and full of 
love.” (Ephesians 4:11-16) 

 



Spiritual Dimension 

Hebrews 3:12-13 - “See to it, brothers and 

sisters, that none of you has a sinful, 

unbelieving heart that turns away from the 

living God. But encourage one another daily, 

as long as it is called ‘Today,’ so that none of 

you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.” 

Hebrews 10:24-25 - “And let us consider how 

we may spur one another on toward love and 

good deeds, not giving up meeting together, 

as some are in the habit of doing, but 

encouraging one another—and all the more as 

you see the Day approaching.” 

 



Acts 6:1-7 

1 "In those days when the number of disciples 
was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews among 
them complained against the Hebraic Jews 
because their widows were being overlooked 
in the daily distribution of food.  

2 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples 
together and said, “It would not be right for us 
to neglect the ministry of the word of God in 
order to wait on tables.  

3-4  Brothers and sisters, choose seven men 
from among you who are known to be full of 
the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this 
responsibility over to them and will give our 
attention to prayer and the ministry of the 
word.” 



Acts 6:1-7 

5 This proposal pleased the whole group. 
They chose Stephen, a man full of faith 
and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, 
Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and 
Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to 
Judaism.  

6 They presented these men to the apostles, 
who prayed and laid their hands on them.  

7 So the word of God spread. The number 
of disciples in Jerusalem increased 
rapidly, and a large number of priests 
became obedient to the faith." 

 



Prayer about Care Ministry 

 

King of heaven, We confess before you the pride, fear, and selfishness that closes our eyes to hurting people 
around us. Though we share their flesh and blood, we are quick to look away when their suffering and 
brokenness make us uncomfortable. Instead of looking at them and seeing their great need, we quickly 
walk away, and turned toward people who make us feel good. 

Forgive us for the help that we should have offered this week that we did not. Forgive us for the help that 
we offered for sinful reasons: to feel proud and superior, to purchase friendship, or to put people in our 
debt.  

Forgive us for the times when our hearts have been full of resentment and bitterness toward hurting 
people for needing us, and toward you for asking us to help them. 

Lord, we cannot obey you with pure hearts and minds. Thank you that in your deep love for us you have not 
despised and abhorred us in our great affliction, but treasured us and sent your Son to rescue us. 

Jesus, you see our great need and are not ashamed of us. We are crippled and afflicted by weakness and 
sin, but you rushed to rescue us. You took on the weakness of our human bodies and entered our sin– 
infested world in order to live the life we could not live. 

Thank you for seeing the needs of those around you, for loving them in their brokenness, and serving them 
with pure compassion, clean hands, and a pure heart. Thank you for your perfect obedience, which is 
credited to us, even though we continue to struggle every day with selfish hearts that lack compassion. 

Holy spirit, melt our hard hearts, for we cannot soften them. Cause us to see how we have been rescued by 
our great Savior, and give us the desire and ability to open our eyes, to look around us, to see people as 
they are, and to love them deeply from a heart of gratitude and concern. Help us to enter the worlds of 
others, to celebrate with them, to grieve with them, and to walk alongside him with caring hearts and 
hands that are ready to help. May we grow into people who love as we have been loved and who serve 
as we have been served. Amen.’ (from: Prone to Wander)  


