
Text:   2 Corinthians 6  Titus 1:1-3       The Light That Shines in the Horror”                          November 16, 2014 

 Page 1 

 

Introduction:   The Horrible Pit of Darkness.   Last week I spoke on the horror that is the condi-

tion of this present world.  It is not necessary that a person recognize the horror, for it to be real 

and palpable.  The rich man, boasting in himself, did not know that he was a fool and that night 

his soul would be required of him.  A few months a go there was a clip of a boy looking at his 

phone, receiving a text message from his girlfriend.  The film broke away from the boy to the 

wreckage of the girl’s car, a wreck that took her life while she was texting her friend.   The hor-

ror was just a split second away, neither of them knew of it, but it was palpable and real. 

 

I made three points concerning the horror of man’s natural condition:  He is a hardened lump in 

Adam’s image, a lump hardened by God up whom God is willing to show His wrath, when the 

time is ripe.  2.  As a hardened lump of Adam’s clay, he has no fear of God, but spins webs of 

deceit and lies to seek to hide himself from God, taking comfort in idols and deceit to excuse his 

hard ness and stubbornness, not repenting and turning to Christ;  3.  The end of the horror of 

darkness that surrounds him is to be cast into outer darkness under the wrath of God forever and 

ever. 

 

This morning, I would like to reveal the light that came into the world through Jesus Christ, a 

light that the darkness cannot comprehend, cannot understand and cannot put out, for it is an 

eternal light, the very light of God that shines in the face of Jesus Christ, as the Holy Spirit has 

spoken by Jesus and His apostles.  I will use this great chapter of 2Cor. 6 this morning, although 

there are a great many passages that teach these same things.  

 

Vs. 1 sets the theme for the chapter.   “grace of God in vain.”  An empty show of grace.  As min-

isters, vs.3,4, so are the people to be. Vs.1.  That there be no offence in anything. So that the 

gospel may not be blamed.   He deals with the darkness that is replaced by the light of Christ.   

We are to have the light of knowledge, rejecting ignorance;  We are to faith and not the reelliio-

on of unbelief; we must reject all idolatry for God alone is light; we are to do good works and 

not works of wickedness;  we are to do all this right now, for the light of opportunity will pass 

very quickly.  These five things pertain to the light:  knowledge, faith, good works, true worship, 

Opportunity, for the time is now, to live in the day and not in the night. 

 

The point is this, beloved.  Change is required and certain for children of the light. You and I 

need not walk in this horror or be subject to it.  We do not need to be hardened lumps of Adam’s 

rebellion, but light has come into the world, and we are called to be children of the light.  If you 

are a child of the light, then you have been changed and you are being changed, and your destiny 

is not outer darkness, but the mansions of light forever and ever, though through this world your 

heart will be grieved by the darkness around you, and the remnants of darkness that remain in 

your own soul.  You cannot make peace with the darkness, but learn by the grace of God, to let 

your light shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your father which is 

in heaven.  Amen and Amen. 

 

But let us look at the framework of this light: the light of God from eternity:  Titus 1:1-3 

1.  There is faith according to God’s elect 
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2.  There is truth according to godliness 

3.  There is hope of eternal life, promised by God before the world was. 

4.  These things are manifest through preaching, by Jesus and the Apostles.  Paul claims to be 

among them. 

 

This is the light that shines in the darkness. 

 

I. Light in the Horrid Darkness of Ignorance.  Vs. 7,11 

A.   Vs. 6,7:  6  By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy 

Ghost, by love unfeigned,  7  By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armor of 

righteousness on the right hand and on the left, 

B.   Vs. 11. 12  O ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you, our heart is enlarged. 12  Ye 

are not straitened in us, but ye are straitened in your own bowels.  NKJ:  “O Corinthians! 

We have spoken openly to you, our heart is wide open. You are not restricted by us, but 

you are restricted by your own affections.” 

1. Understanding and knowing and preaching and suffering and enduring for the truth is 

not because Paul didn’t love them:  He did, and faithful minister do.  Their mouths 

are open, their hearts are laid bare before them, because they know the horror. 

2. The Corinthians were the ones who were straitened.    

3. See verse 7:1,2. 1  Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse 

ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of 

God.  2  Receive us; we have wronged no man, we have corrupted no man, we have 

defrauded no man.  3  I speak not this to condemn you: for I have said before, that ye 

are in our hearts to die and live with you. 4  Great is my boldness of speech toward 

you, great is my glorying of you: I am filled with comfort, I am exceeding joyful in 

all our tribulation. 

 

NKJV.  2  Open your hearts to us.  We have wronged no one, we have corrupted no 

one, we have cheated no one.  

4. If you are restricted by knowledge, you are restricted by the darkness in your own 

soul;  Knowledge dispels the darkness of ignorance. 

II. Light in the Horrid Darkness of Unbelief.  Vs. 14, 15 

A.    Vs. 14, 15:  14  Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellow-

ship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with 

darkness?  15  And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that be-

lieveth with an infidel? 

B.   The light of faith drives out the communion of unbelief.  “What peace can there be be-

tween light and darkness.”  

C.   Yoked:  where you are tied to their unbelief.  Daniel and many others have labored in the 

midst of unbelief with compromising their faith, but rather their faith enhance4d their 

value to their masters.  Two particular areas. 
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1. Marriage 

2. Public Worship 

3.  Not government;  not work with caveats. 

 

III. Light in the Horrid Darkness of Idolatry.  Vs. 16, 17 

A.   Vs. 16, 17:  16  And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the 

temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I 

will be their God, and they shall be my people.  17  Wherefore come out from among 

them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will re-

ceive you,  18  And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, 

saith the Lord Almighty. 

B.  Belgic Confession.  You have the duty to find the pure worship of God, even if there are 

only a few of you. 

1. Duty: 

a. Article XXVII   

(1).   We believe and profess one catholic or universal Church, which is a holy 

congregation of true Christian believers, all expecting their salvation in Jesus 

Christ, being washed by His blood, sanctified and sealed by the Holy Spirit. 

(2).      This Church has been from the beginning of the world, and will be to the 

end thereof; which is evident from this that Christ is an eternal King, which 

without subjects He cannot be. And this holy Church is preserved or support-

ed by God against the rage of the whole world; though it sometimes for a 

while appears very small, and in the eyes of men to be reduced to nothing; as 

during the perilous reign of Ahab the Lord reserved unto Him seven thousand 

men who had not bowed their knees to Baal. 

(3).      Furthermore, this holy Church is not confined, bound, or limited to a cer-

tain place or to certain persons, but is spread and dispersed over the whole 

world; and yet is joined and united with heart and will, by the power of faith, 

in one and the same Spirit. 

b. Article XXVIII:      

(1). We believe, since this holy congregation is an assembly of those who are 

saved, and outside of it there is no salvation, that no person of whatsoever 

state or condition he may be, ought to withdraw from it, content to be by 

himself; but that all men are in duty bound to join and unite themselves with 

it; maintaining the unity of the Church; submitting themselves to the doctrine 

and discipline thereof; bowing their necks under the yoke of Jesus Christ; and 

as mutual members of the same body, serving to the edification of the breth-

ren, according to the talents God has given them. 
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(2).      And that this may be the more effectually observed, it is the duty of all be-

lievers, according to the Word of God, to separate themselves from all those 

who do not belong to the Church, and to join themselves to this congregation, 

wheresoever God has established it, even though the magistrates and edicts of 

princes were against it, yea, though they should suffer death or any other cor-

poral punishment. Therefore all those who separate themselves from the 

same or do not join themselves to it act contrary to the ordinance of God. 

c. Article XXIX 

(1).        We believe that we ought diligently and circumspectly to discern from 

the Word of God which is the true Church, since all sects which are in the 

world assume to themselves the name of the Church. But we speak not here 

of hypocrites, who are mixed in the Church with the good, yet are not of the 

Church, though externally in it; but we say that the body and communion of 

the true Church must be distinguished from all sects that call themselves the 

Church. 

(2).      The marks by which the true Church is known are these: If the pure doc-

trine of the gospel is preached therein; if it maintains the pure administration 

of the sacraments as instituted by Christ; if church discipline is exercised in 

chastening [1] of sin; in short, if all things are managed according to the pure 

Word of God, all things contrary thereto rejected, and Jesus Christ acknowl-

edged as the only Head of the Church. Hereby the true Church may certainly 

be known, from which no man has a right to separate himself. 

(3).      With respect to those who are members of the Church, they may be 

known by the marks of Christians; namely, by faith, and when, having re-

ceived Jesus Christ the only Savior, they avoid sin, follow after righteous-

ness, love the true God and their neighbor, neither turn aside to the right or 

left, and crucify the flesh with the works thereof. But this is not to be under-

stood as if there did not remain in them great infirmities; but they fight 

against them through the Spirit all the days of their life, continually taking 

their refuge in the blood, death, passion, and obedience of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, in whom they have remission of sins, through faith in Him. 

(4).      As for the false Church, it ascribes more power and authority to itself and 

its ordinances than to the Word of God, and will not submit itself to the yoke 

of Christ. Neither does it administer the sacraments as appointed by Christ in 

His Word, but adds to and takes from them, as it thinks proper; it relies more 

upon men than upon Christ; and persecutes those who live holily according to 

the Word of God and rebuke it for its errors, covetousness, and idolatry. 

(5).      These two Churches are easily known and distinguished from each other. 
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IV. Light in the Horrid Darkness of Wickedness.  Vs. 14, 17 

A.   14  Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath right-

eousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?  …. 17  

Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not 

the unclean thing; and I will receive you…. 

B.   Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness:   see 2Cor. 5:9-10  Not in their 

works. 

V. Light in the Horrid Darkness of Delay.   Vs. 2 

A.   Vs. 2  (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have 

I succored thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.) 

B.  DO IT NOW!!!!!!!!!!    Repentance is NOW.  See:  John 9:4  I must work the works of 

him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.  5  As long 

as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.    Even Jesus must do his work while he 

was in the world.  Now He does it through His people, who are called to be lights. 

C.   The opportunity will soon pass:  Heavenly urgency 

1. To read your Bible; to have Bible reading with your family. 

2. To teach your family 

3. To support a good church 

4. To bear witness to those perishing 

5. To whatever you are convicted by the Holy Spirit to do. 

 

Conclusion:  Out of the Pit of Darkness.k  Two passages: 

 

2Co 4:6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in 

our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 

Jesus Christ. 

1Pe 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 

people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of 

darkness into his marvelous light: 

 

From ignorance to knowledge;   from unbelief to faith;  from idolatry to true wor-

ship;  from wicked works to obedience;  from procrastination to NOW. 


