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When we come to a text like this, as good Reformed people, we can tend to dismiss the 
idea that it is relevant to us. Priests are for the Old Testament times. We have a permanent 
High Priest in Jesus Christ, who has put an end to all the Old Testament priestly work. 
Therefore, this text doesn't apply to us. It is certainly true that we have a great High Priest in 
Jesus Christ. And it is certainly also true that He puts an end to all the sacrifices of the Old 
Testament era. But it is NOT true that therefore this passage doesn't apply to us. Even if all 
we had to go by was 2 Timothy 3:16 (which says that all Scripture is useful for instruction, 
rebuke, and training in righteousness), we should still be looking for how this passage is 
relevant to us. The key to understanding this passage is 1 Peter 2:9, which says, “But you are 
a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may 
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” Did you 
catch that phrase “a royal priesthood?” Peter says that Christians, all Christians, are royal 
priests. Of course, in the doctrine of the New Testament, the reason we are royal priests is 
because of the person and work of the High Priest, Jesus Christ. So the entire passage we 
are looking at today is relevant to us because it points to Jesus Christ, and because we also 
are priests. In fact, every aspect of what is here described of priests is true of us as well. We 
are consecrated priests, holy to the Lord. We can see this consecration in 5 distinct pictures 
that all show us Christ and the church. These 5 pictures are baptism, investiture, blood-
atonement, ordination, and the Lord's Supper. 

First we look at baptism. Baptism is a preparation for the Christian life. It points to 
cleansing, and that is the meaning of baptism. Baptism means that just as water cleanses us 
from dirt, so also the blood of Christ cleanses us from sin. Aaron and his sons are “baptized” 
in verse 4. All of verses 1-4 have to do with preparation for the ordination and consecrated. 
Aaron and his sons must be ritually cleansed. Notice that this cleansing is not the same thing 
as being washed by the blood. That is a distinct action that requires the sacrifice of animals 
and lots of blood. It is the same with baptism today. Baptism points to that blood-cleansing, 
but it doesn't cleanse us all by itself. Jesus Christ underwent the ritual cleansing of baptism in 
the Jordan river. Why would Jesus need to do that, if He were already sinless? Surely Jesus 
didn't need cleansing for Himself. That is just the point about Jesus' baptism: it was not for 
Himself. Jesus' baptism spoke of Jesus joining Himself to His sinful people. It was Jesus 
coming to us in the sin-laden place where Adam and Eve had left us. It was Jesus identifying 
Himself with the sinful human race. For us, baptism means that we are identifying ourselves 
with Jesus Christ. Baptism is something God does to us, marking us out from the world, 
giving us an engagement ring that says we are engaged to Jesus Christ. 

Secondly, we look at investiture. That's a long word that simply means “special clothes 
for a special position.” We can identify people's job or position oftentimes by their clothes. We 
recognize a policeman or a sheriff by their distinctive clothes. We recognize a king or queen 
by their robes and crown. We recognize a pastor by a robe. We have been looking at the 
clothes of Aaron the priest for the last two weeks, and we saw that they were for glory and 
beauty, and that they were a replica of the tabernacle in miniature, only inside out. There are 
two investitures described here, one in verses 5-6, which is that of the high priest, and the 
other in verses 8-9, primarily of the other priests. They are not priests without those robes. 



We saw also in the last few weeks how those robes pointed us towards the spotless white 
robes of Jesus Christ that we receive in our justification. We receive an investiture at our 
justification. We are given special clothes for a special position. Remember what Peter said: 
we are a royal priesthood. This passage describes us. Of course, Jesus Christ puts on 
righteousness as well. It is His own righteousness, as Isaiah 59:17 says, “For He put on 
righteousness as a breastplate, And a helmet of salvation on His head; He put on the 
garments of vengeance for clothing, And was clad with zeal as a cloak.” It is because Jesus 
was clothed with righteousness that we can be as well. He simply gives His righteous robes to 
us, and exchanges them for our dirty robes, as we saw in the case of Joshua the high priest 
in Zechariah 3. Are you wearing those robes of spotless white?  

Thirdly, we see the most emphasis put on the sacrifices that cleanse Aaron and his 
sons. The foremost visual picture we see here is blood everywhere. Without the shedding of 
blood, there is no forgiveness of sins. Bishop John Spong is famous for saying, “I would 
choose to loathe rather than to worship a deity who required the sacrifice of his son.” He 
complains that Christians are always talking about the blood of Jesus. But we must. As an 
answer to Spong, we could quite profitably consider the story of the rabbi's son, who asked 
his father, “What is it that makes atonement for the soul?” The rabbi responded, “It is the 
blood.” He then quoted Leviticus 17:11, which says that the life of the flesh is in the blood, and 
that the Lord has given it to us for the atonement of our souls.” The boy responded with a 
further question: “then why are there no blood sacrifices in our synagogues?” The rabbi sadly 
explained that without a temple in Jerusalem, there could be no sacrifices. “Then,” the boy 
said, “we have no atonement.” No blood, no atonement, contrary to what Bishop Spong says. 

The priests of Israel were sinners, and thus could not be priests at all without the 
cleansing of blood to which their “baptism” pointed. There is blood on the altar, blood on the 
clothes, blood placed carefully on the ear, finger, and toe, blood everywhere. Verse 20 is quite 
significant for our understanding of this blood. We might ask about the reasoning for putting 
blood only on the tip of the right ear, the thumb of their right hand, and the big toe of the right 
foot. There are two reasons for this. One is that touching the extremities of the person 
symbolized touching the whole person. Secondly, as one scholar puts it, “[T]he blood put on 
the right ear sanctified that organ to hear the word of God; that which was put on the right 
hand set the hands apart in their performance of mediatorial work. The right foot spoke of the 
sanctified walk of the life of the priest as an example to others.” The blood described an all-
out consecration of the person to God. The whole person was in the picture. Moses describes 
this in so much detail because the blood is literally vital, as Leviticus tells us. The life of the 
flesh is in the blood. There were three offerings. The first was a burnt offering. This was 
specifically for sin. None of it was eaten. It was burned outside the camp. As Hebrews 
13:11-12 says, “For the bodies of those animals, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by 
the high priest for sin, are burned outside the camp. Therefore Jesus also, that He might 
sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered outside the gate.” This aspect of sin had to 
do with sin's continuing presence. In other words, having been justified, we are now being 
sanctified. The second and third offerings were eaten. One of them was part of a wave 
offering, and the other was a heave offering. These terms are a bit difficult for scholars to 
understand, but the basic idea seems to be an offering of the best that we have in order to 
give all honor to God. These offerings were eaten by the priests, unlike the burnt offering. It 
was probably called a wave offering because there was some ritual waving of the offering 
before the Lord. The term “heave offering” came about because the offering was lifted up, 



raised, or heaved up to the Lord. They were peace offerings made to the Lord, not in order to 
obtain peace, but because they had obtained peace, and were showing their gratitude to God 
for that peace. 

So with us, we see that once we are justified by God's grace, god immediately begins 
the work of changing us to be like Him. A large part of that change consists in our gratitude 
towards God, and our offering up of ourselves as living sacrifices, as Paul tells us to do in 
Romans 12:1-2. Does Jesus' blood and righteousness cleanse you of guilt and of stain? Is it 
the double cure for you, as the hymn “Rock of Ages” puts it, cleansing you of sin's guilt and 
power?  

Fourthly, we come to the ordination, or consecration. This is described very briefly in 
verse 7, which is explained in more detail in 30:22-33 as to the composition of the anointing 
oil. Anointing, or consecration, was an action setting apart a person for a particular position or 
task. In Hebrew, the term for anointing is “Messiah.” In Greek, the term is “Christos.” Every 
time we call Jesus the “Christ” we are saying that He is the anointed one. The word “Christ,” 
in other words, is not really part of Jesus' name. It is His title, His position: He is the Anointed 
One. He was anointed, consecrated, ordained, to be the sin-bearer, the one who would take 
away the sins of His people. 

The high priest of the Old Testament was anointed with a very special oil, the recipe for 
which is in chapter 30, and was not to be used for anything else. It was only for this special 
purpose. Every time you see oil being used for anointing in the Old Testament, you are seeing 
a precursor to the Holy Spirit. The oil represents and symbolizes the Holy Spirit. That is why, 
at Jesus' baptism, He was also anointed by the Holy Spirit coming down upon Him. That is 
why the entire church is anointed, because the Holy Spirit came in power upon the church at 
Pentecost. Pentecost is the anointing of the church for a special task: to tell the world about 
the Anointed One, Jesus Christ, the Messiah. Jesus being the Anointed One, He has also 
anointed His people with power from the Holy Spirit, commissioning us to be His 
ambassadors. But we are only anointed because Jesus was anointed. Our consecration is 
utterly dependent on His consecration. The Holy Spirit is just that special. The Holy Spirit 
means more than the anointing oil itself did. The Holy Spirit actually gives us the power that 
the oil only represented. That has been poured out on the church, and we have it right now. 
This is a vitally important principle to keep in mind, because sometimes we think that there is 
not enough grace for us, or not enough power, or not enough stamina to do God's work. That 
is never true. We have the infinite resources of the Holy Spirit already poured out on us. 

Where is all this headed? Well, the fifth point is the supper table. Being good 
Presbyterians, we should rejoice to see that the supper table is indeed the goal of all this. 
What we mean, of course, is that communion with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is the end 
point, the goal. Notice that the priests eat the flesh of the sacrifice. Jesus Christ has told us to 
eat His flesh and drink His blood. The priests had this instruction for seven days, which is kind 
of like a refrain in verses 30-37. We have it for all eternity, the eternal Sabbath rest. The 
Lord's Supper is a foretaste of that eternal wedding supper of the Lamb. In that Supper, we 
feed spiritually upon Christ's body and blood. That takes us straight to the throne room of 
God. Our hearts are lifted up to the heavenly realms to be with Jesus, our Anointed High 
Priest. Is this not a beautiful picture, and don't you want it? Come to the feast, and have your 
fill of Jesus, the Anointed One. 


