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The number of slaves in the world today is estimated to be in the tens of millions. The greatest number,                    
many of them children, are in India. Many work to free these people from their bondage. One organization, Set                   
Free Alliance, is based in Greenville, South Carolina. Their mission is: “Set Free Alliance exists to take the love                   
of God to the nations by freeing children from slavery and empowering them to change the future.” They state,                   
“Once our partner receives the location of enslaved children, a team of pastors go into quarries, brothels, brick                  
factories, and even human sacrifice situations to bring slave children to safety.” (Set Free Alliance website)                
Most people have a strong notion of justice. They hate to see people suffer wrong, and they love to see them                     
avenged. There are countless tales of the hero vanquishing the oppressor and liberating the oppressed. In our                 
time, this notion is made popular in the stories of the Justice League, and of the Avengers. 

The Scriptures include the figure of the kinsman-redeemer. The kinsman-redeemer is one who is obliged               
to come to the aid of a family member in distress, by purchasing forfeited property or forfeited liberty. If a man                     
has sold property to pay a debt, his kinsman might redeem that property by purchasing it back. The law of                    
Moses states, “If thy brother be waxen poor, and hath sold away some of his possession, and if any of his kin                      
come to redeem it, then shall he redeem that which his brother sold.” (Leviticus 25:25) If a man has sold his                     
liberty to pay a debt, then his kinsman might redeem his liberty by purchasing it back. The law of Moses states,                     
“And if a sojourner or stranger wax rich by thee, and thy brother that dwelleth by him wax poor, and sell                     
himself unto the stranger or sojourner by thee, or to the stock of the stranger's family: After that he is sold he                      
may be redeemed again; one of his brethren may redeem him.” (Leviticus 25:47, 48) A man was also obliged to                    
avenge the killing his kin. The law of Moses states, “The revenger of blood himself shall slay the murderer:                   
when he meeteth him, he shall slay him. (Numbers 35:19, 21; Deuteronomy 19:6, 12) 

Since ancient times, some cultures have considered childlessness to be a great misfortune, even a sign of                 
divine disfavor. Moreover, they have considered having one’s family line cut off to be a great tragedy. In one of                    
the Imprecatory Psalms, King David writes of his enemies: 

 
Let there be none to extend mercy unto him: neither let there be any to favour his fatherless                  
children. Let his posterity be cut off; and in the generation following let their name be blotted                 
out. Let the iniquity of his fathers be remembered with the LORD; and let not the sin of his                   
mother be blotted out. Let them be before the LORD continually, that he may cut off the memory                  
of them from the earth. (Psalm 109:12-15) 

 
Many ancient peoples have come to an end, and are known only by historical records. Some of the enemies of                    
God’s people died out, peoples like the Ammonites, the Moabites, and the Edomites. Many cultures, to avoid                 
this fate, have forbidden marriage outside of the klan. Moreover, a widow with no adult children might have                  
great difficulty supporting herself. She might have to sell her property, or even herself, in order to survive. So,                   
when a man died having no children, that man’s brother would marry the man’s widow, and beget children for                   
him, that his family line might continue. This law has come to be known as ‘levirate law,’ the word ‘levirate’                    
being derived from the Latin word for ‘brother in law.’ So, when Judah’s eldest son, Er, died, leaving behind a                    
widow, Tamar, Judah told his son, Onan, to marry her. He said to him, “Go in unto thy brother's wife, and                     
marry her, and raise up seed to thy brother.” Onan refused, however, and God in His anger killed him. Judah                    
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promised Tamar that when his only remaining son, Sherah, was of age, he would be her husband. When Sherah                   
did come of age, Judah did not do as he had promised; he did not make Sherah Tamar’s husband. Tamar                    
disguised herself as a harlot, and slept with Judah, and by him conceived twin boys: Pharez and Zarah. So                   
Pharez became the firstborn son of Judah, and one of his descendants; he became “the chief of all the captains                    
of the host of David.” (Genesis 38; 1 Chronicles 27:3) The law of Moses includes levirate law. It states: 
 

If brethren dwell together, and one of them die, and have no child, the wife of the dead shall not                    
marry without unto a stranger: her husband's brother shall go in unto her, and take her to him to                   
wife, and perform the duty of an husband's brother unto her. And it shall be, that the firstborn                  
which she beareth shall succeed in the name of his brother which is dead, that his name be not                   
put out of Israel. (Deuteronomy 25:5, 6) 

 
The Book of Ruth is a story of redemption by kinsman. In the time of the judges of Israel, there was                     

famine in the land, so Elimelech of Bethlehemjudah, his wife, Naomi, and their two sons left the land of Israel                    
for the land of Moab in order to find food. There, in Moab, Elimelech died, and there his two sons married                     
Orpah and Ruth, women of Moab. The sons also died, and the three women were left widows. Naomi told her                    
daughters in law that she was too old to marry again, and, even if she did marry, they would not wish to wait to                        
marry any sons she might bear. She said she would return to Israel, which then had food, and she told her                     
daughters in law that they should return to their own mothers. Orpah did return to her own people and to her                     
own gods, but Naomi was determined to remain with her mother in law, and to serve the true God. So, together                     
the two returned to Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest. When the people of Bethlehem saw                  
Naomi, they asked if it was she. She said, “Call me not Naomi, call me Mara: for the Almighty hath dealt very                      
bitterly with me. I went out full, and the LORD hath brought me home again empty: why then call ye me                     
Naomi, seeing the LORD hath testified against me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me?” (Ruth 1:20, 21) Like                  
Job, Namoi had much at first, but lost everything, and believed that God was against her. 

Ruth went to work in the fields of a wealthy man named Boaz, a relation of Elimelech. When Boaz saw                    
Ruth working in the field, he inquired of her to his servant, who told him who she was. Boaz admired her for                      
her work, but more for her faith. Like Abraham, she had left the land of her birth, and gone to a foreign land,                       
and she did it because of her faith in the God of Abraham. Boaz blessed her, saying, “The LORD recompense                    
thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the LORD God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to                      
trust.” (Ruth 2:12) He told his servants to allow her to glean all she desired from his land. 

Ruth returned home, and she told Naomi that the man for whom she worked was named ‘Boaz.’ Then                  
Naomi understood that the man for who Ruth was her own kinsman. She told Ruth that, while Boaz slept, she                    
should lie at his feet, and when he woke, he would tell her what she should do. Naomi wished for Boaz to be her                        
kinsman-redeemer. Ruth did as her mother in law said. When Boaz woke, he was startled, and asked Ruth who                   
she was. She told him that she was Ruth, his handmaid, and she proposed to him marriage, because he was her                     
kinsman. Because Boaz knew, as all the town knew, that she was a virtuous woman, he accepted her proposal.                   
However, there was a man who was a nearer kinsman than he, and he had right of first refusal. Boaz told her                      
that if this other kinsman would not accept, then he would. 

The next day, Boaz gathered the elders of the city, and explained to them the state of affairs. He told the                     
other kinsman that, if he would not redeem Naomi, then he would. At first the man said he would, but when he                      
learned that he must marry Ruth and redeem her as well, he refused, and passed the honor to Boaz, who was                     
glad to accept. When Boaz agreed to redeem Ruth, the people and the elders blessed the union, saying, “The                   
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LORD make the woman that is come into thine house like Rachel and like Leah, which two did build the house                     
of Israel: and do thou worthily in Ephratah, and be famous in Bethlehem: And let thy house be like the house of                      
Pharez, whom Tamar bare unto Judah, of the seed which the LORD shall give thee of this young woman.”                   
(Ruth 4:11, 12) 

Boaz did marry Ruth, and by him God gave Ruth a son. The women of the town blessed Naomi, saying,                    
“Blessed be the LORD, which hath not left thee this day without a kinsman, that his name may be famous in                     
Israel. And he shall be unto thee a restorer of thy life, and a nourisher of thine old age: for thy daughter in law,                        
which loveth thee, which is better to thee than seven sons, hath born him.” (Ruth 4:14, 15) This is to say, the                      
women of the town believed that God, in the son of Ruth and Boaz, had blessed Naomi by giving her a right                      
kinsman to carry on the family name. They predicted that he would redeem her life, being to her both a helper                     
and a protector. After Naomi had left Bethlehem, she lost her husband and her two sons, and she believed that                    
God was afflicting her. After she returned to Bethlehem, God, by Boaz, redeemed her life, and gave her both a                    
son and a grandson. All the sorrow she felt after the loss of her husband and sons was mitigated by the joy of                       
life with a new family. She loved the child, and the women of the town called it Obed, which translated means                     
‘servant.’ The boy would be a help to her, and would relieve her of the burdens of life in her old age. 

The Book of Ruth ends with the record of the genealogy of Pharez, son of Judah, who through Levirate                   
marriage became head of the house of Judah. From Pharez to Boaz there were six generations. Then Boaz begat                   
Obed, Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David, who was king of Israel. God promised to David a son and heir,                     
one who would reign forever. This Son and heir is Jesus. He is the only one to die, and to rise from the dead,                        
never to die again, but to live forever. As David wrote of his heir, “For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell;                       
neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.” (Psalm 16:10) Jesus is the rightful heir of the throne                    
of David, being in the line of David. St. Matthew begins his Gospel, “The book of the generation of Jesus                    
Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.” He then traces the genealogy of Jesus from Abraham to David,                    
through Boaz and Ruth. Ruth, who was once one of the Moabites, enemies of the people of God, turned from                    
her people and their gods, to the true God, and became one of His people. She is distinguished as the great                     
grandmother of king David, and an ancestor of Christ Himself. 

Jesus is, of course, the fulfillment of all Scripture. All Scripture speaks of Him. He Himself said,                 
“Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.” (John                     
5:39; Luke 24:27) The Book of Ruth is a story of the kind providence of God. But the story of Boaz and Ruth is                        
also the story of Christ and His Church. Ruth was poor and miserable, and had no way to support herself. By no                      
means could she redeem herself. She needed a kinsman redeemer, a relation who could purchase for her a new                   
life. Boaz came to her rescue. He did for her what she could not do for herself. He married her, and took her                       
under his protection, and gave her a new life. So it is for Christ and the Church. By the sin of the first man,                        
Adam, all mankind were sold under bondage to sin and death. Men are both guilty of sin, and slaves to it. They                      
can neither atone for their sins, nor free themselves from sin’s bondage. They are poor and miserable sinners,                  
and, try as they might, they cannot redeem themselves. They, because of their sins, owe God an infinite debt                   
which they can never pay. Neither can God simply forgive their debt, for that would be unjust. But, God, in His                     
great wisdom and mercy, is both just, and the justifier of them which believe in Jesus. (Romans 3:26) God sent                    
His Son into the world, not to condemn it, but to save it. (John 3:16, 17) He said, “the Son of man came not to                         
be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:28; Mark 10:45; John                    
1:29; Hebrews 9:15; 1 Timothy 2:6) Not all mankind are redeemed by Him, however; only those are who are                   
joined to Him, by faith, of which water baptism is a sign. Those who believe in Jesus are redeemed by Him.                     
Their debt is forgiven, and they are released from their servitude to sin and death to serve the living and true                     
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God. Saint Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “Ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore                    
glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.” (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20) 

Let us remember the great debt we owed to God because of our sins, and our inability to redeem                   
ourselves. Let us give thanks to God for redeeming us. Let us remember the great price God paid to redeem us:                     
the life of His beloved Son. Let us remember the price the Son of God paid to redeem us: His own life. Let us                        
serve God, because he has bought us with a price, and we now belong to Him. 

 
Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honor, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever 

and ever. Amen. 


