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Gabriel’s Announcement to Mary: Luke 1:26-38 
Ben Reaoch, Three Rivers Grace Church 

Sunday, November 15th, 2015 
 
 Two weeks ago we finished a sermon series on marriage.  
In January I plan to begin a sermon series through portions of 
Isaiah.  And from now until the end of the year we’re going to be 
working through the narratives of Jesus’ birth in the opening 
chapters of Matthew and Luke.  Mark and John don’t record these 
events.  It’s so interesting to think about the 4 gospel accounts, 
their similarities and differences.  There is only one Gospel 
message.  There is one truth of Jesus’s perfect life, sacrificial death 
and triumphant resurrection, and He is the only way to the Father, 
by turning to Him in faith and repentance.   
 And God, in His providence, ordained that there would be 4 
human authors to record the events of Jesus’ earthly ministry.  4 
perspectives.  4 vantage points.  Not contradictory.  Not conflicting 
accounts.  But 4 authors, each writing under the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, each writing from his own vocabulary, his own 
experience, his own network of sources and eyewitnesses.  And so 
we have the rich opportunity to observe Jesus’ life and ministry 
and death and resurrection through the eyes of, not just one person, 
but many.   
 God has been very good to us to give us this book and 
preserve it for us down through the ages.  And what we’re doing in 
these several weeks is piecing together some of the things that 
Matthew tells us and some of the things that Luke tells us about the 
events surrounding Jesus’ birth. 
 We started last Sunday with Jesus’ family tree in Matthew 
1.  This morning we move over to Luke, and we’re going to look at 
the account of Gabriel’s announcement to Mary.   

And I hope this morning, and this whole series, will be an 
edifying way for us to spend these last weeks of the year, preparing 
our hearts for the celebration of Jesus’ birthday, and reminding 
ourselves what this is all about. 
 As parents, another thing we think about with Christmas 
and kids, is presents.  As we shepherd the hearts of our children 
through this season, we need to remind them that gifts are not a 
right, but a privilege.  You don’t deserve a gift.  You don’t earn a 
gift.  You’re not entitled to gifts.  They are given freely, 
graciously, and you should receive them as such.   
 In the story of Jesus’ birth we’re reminded of the amazing 
gift God has given.  He did not have to do this.  We certainly do 
not deserve His kindness and forgiveness and love.  We do not 
deserve the gift of a Savior.  We don’t deserve anything, except 
punishment for our sins.  So we should be immensely grateful for 
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the incarnation.  We should be astounded at the miracle of the 2nd 
Person of the Trinity taking on flesh and dwelling among us, 
becoming one of us, and dying for us.  I hope that gift, more than 
any other gift this Christmas, will occupy our minds and our hearts 
and capture our affections. 
 This morning we’ll look at Gabriel’s announcement to 
Mary in Luke 1:26-38.  There are two things I want to focus on in 
this passage.  First, Jesus as the Son of David.  And second, the 
miracle of the virgin birth.   
 
Son of David 

When the angel Gabriel announces to the virgin Mary that 
this amazing and miraculous thing is about to happen, one of the 
things he emphasizes is the fact that Jesus, who is going to be born 
to her, will reign on the throne of his father David.  Mary is going 
to become pregnant by the Holy Spirit.  And the child she is going 
to bear is going to be “great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High.  And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father 
David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end” (verses 32-33).  Thus the angel is 
telling Mary that the Messiah is coming.  God’s anointed One is 
coming to earth, and He is going to arrive as a baby miraculously 
and divinely conceived in her womb! 

Notice how the angel refers to “the throne of David” at the 
end of verse 32, and his reference to his “reign” and his “kingdom” 
in verse 33.  The emphasis on David continues later in the chapter 
(vv. 68-69).  Zechariah praises God after his wife Elizabeth gave 
birth to John.  And Zechariah says, “Blessed be the Lord God of 
Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people and has raised up 
a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David.”  We 
might think he’s talking about his new son, John the Baptist, 
because John’s birth is what prompts this prophecy.  But when He 
speaks of this One whom God “has raised up [as] a horn of 
salvation for us in the house of his servant David,” it makes it clear 
that he is speaking of the Messiah.  Zechariah and his wife were 
from the line of Levi.  They were from the priestly tribe.  They 
were not from the house of David.  Zechariah is praising God for 
the Messiah, the anointed One, the son of David. 
 In chapter 2 Luke emphasizes the fact that Joseph was from 
the house and lineage of David, and therefore had to go to 
Bethlehem, the city of David, for the census.  And the angel told 
the shepherds in 2:11, “unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”  And then in the 
genealogy at the end of Luke 3, Luke traces Jesus’ family tree back 
to David, and then all the way back to Adam. 
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 Matthew also emphasizes Jesus’ descent from David, 
beginning his Gospel with the words, “The book of the genealogy 
of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.”   
 It’s clear that this is an important thing to know about 
Jesus.  The Gospel writers want us to know that Jesus Christ is a 
descendant of David, but why?  What does it mean in Luke 1:32-
33 that “the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father 
David, and that he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and 
of his kingdom there will be no end”?  What’s the significance of 
this? 
 Going back to 1-2 Samuel we see the amazing things God 
did in David’s life. Before David there was a king named Saul.  
And Saul had been anointed king.  Anointing was the custom to 
signify that a particular person was to be king.  God instructed 
Samuel that Saul was to be the king, and so Samuel took a flask of 
oil and poured it on Saul’s head.  That was his anointing. But later 
the Lord rejected Saul, and the Lord instructed Samuel to anoint 
David as the next king.   

This was quite a surprise.  David wasn’t the kind of guy 
anyone would have expected.  Samuel went to see Jesse, who was 
from Bethlehem, because the Lord told Samuel that one of Jesse’s 
sons would be the next king.  And Jesse brought out his son Eliab, 
thinking he must be the one.  But God said, “Do not look on his 
appearance, or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected 
him.  For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.”  So then Jesse 
brought Abinadab, but he wasn’t the one either.  And he brought 
Shammah.  Seven sons came before Samuel, but none were 
chosen.  And Samuel said, “Are all your sons here?”  And so 
finally they brought David in from the fields, because he was 
keeping the sheep.  And the Lord told Samuel to anoint him.   
 David was the unlikely candidate.  He was not the obvious 
choice, humanly-speaking, like Saul was.  Saul was a head taller 
than everyone else, he came from a wealthy family, and he was 
very handsome, the Bible says.  He was the obvious choice to be 
king, humanly-speaking.  But David was the youngest brother, a 
shepherd.  There wasn’t anything about him that made others think 
he would be the great ruler of the nation.   

In a similar way, our Lord “had no form or majesty that we 
should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him,” as 
Isaiah 53 says.  Jesus was born in Bethlehem, and Mary wrapped 
him in cloths and laid him in a manger, a feeding trough for 
animals!  These are not accommodations fit for a king!  This is 
backwards.  It’s not the way it should be, at least according to our 
earthly expectations.  But God has a different way of going about 
things.  He chooses Isaac, the younger brother, rather than Ishmael.  
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He chooses Jacob rather than Esau.  He chooses to bless Joseph, 
the young brother.  He chooses David to be king.  And He sends 
His Son, Jesus Christ, into the world as a baby born in very humble 
circumstances to live a life of humble means and to die a 
humiliating and agonizing death.   
 In 2 Samuel 7 (page 259 in pew Bibles) God pronounces 
His covenant of blessing on David.  This takes up the covenant 
blessings that had been pronounced to Abraham back in Genesis 
12 and 17, and it also looks forward to the coming Messiah—the 
anointed One who will reign forever.  Ironically, this is in the 
context of David wanting to build a house for God.  But instead, 
God says, “I’m going to build a house for you.”  He says, “I will 
make for you a great name . . . I will appoint a place for my people 
Israel and will plant them . . . I will give you rest from all your 
enemies . . . Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will 
make you a house” (vv. 9-11).  Then verse 12 says, “When your 
days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise 
up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I 
will establish his kingdom.  He shall build a house for my name, 
and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  I will be to 
him a father, and he shall be to me a son.  When he commits 
iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes 
of the sons of men, but my steadfast love will not depart from him, 
as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you.”  2 
Samuel 7:12 

Portions of this refer, in the immediate context, to 
Solomon, David’s son who would rule after him and build the 
Temple, and who would also need discipline because of his sins.  It 
also has reference to other kings in David’s line.  But ultimately 
this points to Jesus Christ, the Messiah, and this is evident in verse 
16, “And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever 
before me.  Your throne shall be established forever.”  Long after 
Solomon was dead and gone, the house and kingdom of David 
continues. 
 This was Israel’s hope, even after the kingdom divided.  
Even after David and Solomon were gone, and the united kingdom 
split into a northern kingdom and a southern kingdom, there was 
still hope for the arrival of God’s anointed, David’s son.   

In Isaiah 9 the prophet spoke these famous words, “For to 
us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of 
the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to 
uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth 
and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this” (Is 
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9:6-7).  Isaiah here foretells of the coming One whose government 
will have no end, and he will be on the throne of David, and He 
will rule with justice and righteousness.  He will establish the 
kingdom that is filled with peace everlasting.                
 And Jeremiah referred to this hope even on the eve of the 
exile, that is, just before the southern kingdom was invaded and 
captured by the Babylonians.  In 23:5-6, “Behold, the days are 
coming, declares the Lord, when I will raise up for David a 
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and 
shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  In his days 
Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely.  And this is the 
name by which he will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’”  
This prophecy looks forward to a coming Savior.  A King in the 
line of David who will be just and righteous, and will save Judah 
and protect Israel.  And He will be called, “The Lord is our 
righteousness.” 
 Then Ezekiel, writing during the exile, also points to the 
son of David.  The Lord says through Ezekiel, “And I will set up 
over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: 
he shall feed them and be their shepherd.  And I, the Lord, will be 
their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them.  I am 
the Lord; I have spoken” (34:23-24).  Here the name David is used 
to refer to the Messiah, the Son of David, the One in the line of 
David.  And He will be the shepherd of God’s people.  As God’s 
servant, He will feed the people and be prince among them.   
 So from the time of David, and throughout the rest of the 
Old Testament period the Israelites remembered and hoped in 
these promises God made to David.  They were looking for 
David’s son to come and rule with righteousness and justice.  They 
were looking for the anointed one to shepherd them and save them. 
 When Jesus Christ came on the scene this hope in David’s 
son was still alive and well, even though most failed to recognize 
that Jesus was the fulfillment of this hope.  In Matthew 12 when 
Jesus healed a demon-oppressed man who was blind and mute, the 
people said, “Can this be the Son of David?”  “But when the 
Pharisees heard it, they said, ‘It is only by Beelzebul, the prince of 
demons, that this man casts out demons.’”  But the people 
recognized in these miraculous acts that this could be the Son of 
David they had been waiting for.  Blind men said, “Have mercy 
on us, Son of David.”  And in the triumphal entry the people said, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David!  Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest.”  The people had 
great expectations for this miracle-worker and teacher and leader, 
hoping that He was going to usher in a new political kingdom.  A 
kingdom like David’s. 
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But the arrival of God’s kingdom in the long-awaited 
Messiah was not the political kingdom that many were expecting.  
We should recognize that the kingdom of God that Jesus 
established is much greater than David’s kingdom.  Jesus, Himself, 
pointed out that the Messiah, the Christ, is far more than merely a 
descendant of David.  He is David’s Lord.  For in Psalm 110 
David wrote, “The LORD said to my Lord: ‘Sit at my right hand, 
until I make your enemies your footstool.’”  And Jesus said to the 
Pharisees in Mark 12:37, “David himself calls him Lord.  So how 
is he his son?”  The Messiah was to be a son of David in the sense 
that He would be a descendent of David, but this is not to imply 
that He would be a King of lesser importance.  Just the opposite.  
David was the type.  Jesus Christ is the antitype.  In David was the 
promise.  Jesus Christ is the fulfillment.   
 So Jesus Christ, the Messiah, is the descendent of David 
but also David’s Lord.  He is the long-awaited King who is far 
greater than David.  David was a man after God’s own heart, but 
he was a sinner just like all of us.  A sinner who deserves God’s 
punishment.  He committed adultery with Bathsheba and he 
arranged for Bathsheba’s husband, Uriah the Hittite, to die in 
battle.  But Jesus the Messiah is sinless.  He is pure and spotless 
and righteous.   

Also David’s rule was limited to a nation, but Jesus the 
Messiah rules over the entire universe.  And David’s rule was 
limited by time.  He reigned for forty years and then died, but 
Jesus the Messiah rules forever and ever.  His kingdom has no end.       
 We should notice that one of the reason’s many people 
were confused by Jesus’ ministry was because the kingdom of God 
that Jesus ushered in is, at least for now, an invisible kingdom that 
is not yet consummated.  In other words, in the life and death and 
resurrection of Jesus, the kingdom of God broke onto the scene of 
history in a new and profound way, but it did not come in all of its 
fullness.   He was the fulfillment of these Old Testament 
promises, but He wasn’t what the people were expecting.  Jesus 
always breaks out of the boxes we try to put Him in.  But what we 
see in Gabriel’s announcement to Mary is the Good News that God 
has not forgotten His promises.  After 400 years of silence—God’s 
people had not heard from a prophet in over 400 years, but now 
Gabriel speaks.  And He says that the Son of David is coming.  
The Messiah is coming.  The Son of the Most High is about to 
arrive. 
 
Virgin Birth 
 And He is going to arrive in a most wonderful way, a 
miraculous way.  This text tells us clearly that Mary was a virgin.  
In verse 27 we’re told that Gabriel came “to a virgin.”  And then 
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later in the verse it says, “And the virgin’s name was Mary.”  After 
Gabriel announces these things to Mary, she responds with the 
question in verse 34, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”  
Literally, it reads, “since I do not know a man.”  And in biblical 
language, “to know” can refer to sexual intimacy.  She’s asking a 
perfectly logical question.  How is she going to become pregnant, 
like Gabriel is telling her, if she hasn’t slept with a man?  She’s 
betrothed to Joseph, but they’re not married yet.  They’re not 
living together yet.  They’re not having sex.  And Mary, though 
she would have been young, she was old enough to know about the 
birds and bees.  She knew what it took to become pregnant, and 
she knew that she hadn’t done that.   
 The miracle of John the Baptist’s birth was that his parents, 
Zechariah and Elizabeth, were old.  And Elizabeth was barren 
(Luke 1:7).  It’s a miracle that they conceived.  But the miracle of 
Mary conceiving is a miracle that takes things to a whole new level 
of miraculous.  Even though Elizabeth was barren, and they were 
both old, they still conceived in the usual way.  But for Mary, it’s a 
unique miracle—the miracle of the virgin birth.   
 I want to close with a couple of points of why this truth is 
significant for our understanding of the Gospel. 

First of all, the virgin birth is significant because it helps us 
see how Jesus Christ is fully divine and fully human.  This is a 
fundamental truth of the Christian faith, and it is crucial to our 
understanding of the Gospel.  Only the infinite God can atone for 
sin, and therefore Jesus has to be fully God.  And we see in the 
virgin birth that God the Son, the second Person of the Trinity, 
came into the world by divine means.  He was not conceived 
through the union of two human parents, but rather the Holy Spirit 
worked in a unique way to bring our Savior into the world.  
Immanuel, God with us.   
 In order to atone for sin, Jesus has to be fully God.  And in 
order to atone for our sin, He had to become like us.  He has to be, 
not only fully God, but also fully human.  And so He was born of a 
woman.  He has a human body, a human mind, human emotions, 
and a human will.  He is Immanuel, God with us.  He became like 
us in every way, except without sin.   
 And this leads us to another aspect of Jesus’ life that relates 
to the virgin birth, and that is his sinlessness.  Jesus Christ is 
without sin.  Ever since Adam and Eve sinned in the garden, every 
human being is born with inherited guilt.  We are all sinners, not 
only because of our personal sins, but also because of our 
identification with our forefather Adam.  We have all inherited his 
guilt.  Jesus Christ is the one exception to this.   

The Roman Catholic church wants to say that Mary was 
also sinless.  In their doctrine of the immaculate conception they 
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teach that when Mary was conceived she was without inherited sin 
and that she remained sinless throughout her life.  But the Bible 
simply does not teach that.  The angel calls her “favored one,” but 
that in no way implies sinlessness.  Mary is highly honored and 
greatly blessed, but there is still an infinite chasm between her and 
Jesus.  She is a sinner in need of His grace, and He is the One and 
only sinless human being who has ever walked the face of this 
earth. 

Jesus remained perfectly sinless in His actions and thoughts 
and attitudes, and He was also sinless in His nature which is shown 
in the way He was conceived.  He did not inherit Adam’s guilt.  He 
did not descend from Adam in the way the rest of us have.  He did 
have a human mother.  But as the angel told Mary in Luke 1:35, 
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 
called holy—the Son of God.”  

Let’s give praise to God this morning for sending His Son 
into the world.  Jesus came as the fulfillment of Old Testament 
promises and prophecies.  And He came in such a unique way that 
shows us some very important things about who He is and what He 
came to accomplish.  He was conceived in the womb of a virgin, 
and that pregnancy came about by a miracle of the Holy Spirit.  
This is no ordinary baby!  This is the Savior of the world.  This is 
the Son of God.  And this is what Christmas is all about. 
 


