
GENESIS 

THE BOOK OF BEGINNINGS 



AUTHOR & DATE 

 
 

When you study a book of the Bible, does it 

help you, in any way, to know the author 

who God inspired to write the book? 



AUTHOR & DATE 

Genesis Part of Pentateuch 
 [Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy] 

 

Titles in OT & NT 

 
 

“the Book of the Law of Moses”  (Josh. 8:31; Neh. 8:1)  

 

“the Law of Moses” (2 Kings 23:25; Ezra 7:6; Dan. 9:13) 

 

“the Law of Moses” (Luke 24:44; John 7:23; Acts 13:39) 
 

     

 
 

 
 

 



AUTHOR & DATE 

Biblical Evidence of Authorship 
 

Exodus 17:14 – Moses recorded details of 
battle with Amalekites 

 

Exodus 20:1 – Moses wrote down laws in 
Pentateuch dictated to him by God 

 

Exodus 24:3-7 – Moses wrote Ten 
Commandments 



AUTHOR & DATE 

Biblical Evidence of Authorship 

 

Moses wrote exposition of the Law (Deut. 
31:24-26) 

  

Later Biblical texts speak of literary work of 
Moses  (Neh. 8:14;  2 Chron. 33:8) 

 

Jesus and NT writers ascribe authorship to 
Moses – (John 5:46; Luke 24:27) 



AUTHOR & DATE 

Date 
 

 1446 – 1406 B.C. – Between exodus from 
Egypt and death of Moses. 

 

 Grammar updated at some point. 
 

 Some place names updated (14:14; cf. Judges 18:29). 

 

 List of Kings added after the time of Saul (36:31-

43). 



AUTHOR & DATE 

Sources/Records 
 

Detailed nature of genealogies and narratives imply 
Moses used some sources, either written or oral. 

 

Some scholars believe Moses used “archival” 
records.  

 

Writing had been “invented” 3,300 to 3,200 B.C.  

  

Some written records had existed for almost 2,000 
years. 

 

 

 



AUTHOR & DATE 

Sources/Records 

 
Such records were maintained at an early stage in 

Israel’s history (Exodus 17:14; Numbers 21:14; Joshua 

10:13). 

 

Not unlikely similar records in patriarchal  
households & tribes. 

 

Only speculation since none have been found. 



AUTHOR & DATE 

Other Ancient Creation Stories 

 

Enuma Elish ---------- early 2nd millennium B.C. 
 

Epic of Gilgamesh – early 2nd millennium 
B.C.  

 

Atrahasis Epic -------- early 2nd millennium B.C. 
 

 

                  



AUTHOR & DATE 

Creation Account Unique 
 

The Genesis 1 Creation account is substantially 
different than these earlier creation stories and lacks 
any evidence of borrowing or using information from 
these ancient accounts.  Any similarities that may be 
present between Genesis 2 – 9 and these earlier 
stories can be easily understood as the results of oral 
history, however distorted, passed down through 
generations of men.  The same understanding applies 
to the similarities between the accounts of a great 
flood, which are somewhat more significant.  In 
Genesis, God corrects these distortions of the original 
events and inspires Moses directly. 



AUTHOR & DATE 

Creation Account Unique 

 

“It is necessary to believe that at least the 

Creation account was based upon direct divine 

revelation, for whatever happened during the 

first five days ( and part of the sixth) of 

Creation week was not witnessed by human 

eyes.”  (Dr. William Hendricksen) 



Thematic Structure 

Title 

 

Hebrew – “bereshith”, in the beginning 

 

Greek – “genesis”, origin 



Thematic Structure 

I. Material Universe & Man Chs. 1-2 

II. Sin and Salvation   Chs.  3-5 

III.Devastation & Deliverance Chs.  6-9 

IV.Confusion and Covenant Chs. 10-50 

A. The Line of Confusion Chs.  10-11 

B. The Line of the Covenant Chs.  12-50 

 
[Survey of the Books of the Bible by Dr. Willam Hendricksen] 

 


