
Keys to Musical Discernment (Part 1) 
 

Essence of Worship: 

I.   Worship will focus on the right Person. 

II.  Worship will focus on the right purpose. 

III. Worship will conform to the right pattern. 

 

Elements of Worship: 

I.  “Preparation” brings God glory.   

II. “Praise” brings God glory. 

II Corinthians 5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the 
things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” 

Romans 14:10-12 “But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we 
shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow 
to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.  So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.” 

Ephesians 4:11-13 “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors 
and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 
Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.” 

 

KEYS TO MUSICAL DISCERNMENT:  

I. When making musical choices, we must first have the right view of God:  Our God is HOLY! 

Exodus 15:11 “Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among the gods?  who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in 
praises, doing wonders?” 

Isaiah 6:2-3 “Above it stood the seraphims… And one cried unto another and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD 
of hosts:  the whole earth is full of His glory.”  

Psalm 22:3 “But You are holy, Enthroned in the praises of Israel.” (NKJV) 

  Psalm 99:9 “Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at his holy hill; for the LORD our God is holy.” 

Psalm 111:9 “He sent redemption unto his people:  he hath commanded his covenant for ever:  holy and 
reverend is his name.” 

Revelation 4:8 “And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within:   
and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.” 

  Revelation 15:4a “Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name:  for thou only art holy.” 



II. When making musical choices, we must understand that God’s direction for believers is HOLINESS. 

Leviticus 11:45 “For I am the LORD that bringeth you up out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: ye shall 
therefore be holy, for I am holy.” 

Leviticus 19:2 “Speak unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say unto them, Ye shall be holy: for I 
the LORD your God am holy.” 

I Peter 1:15-16 “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation (lifestyle); 
Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.” 

I Peter 2:9 “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should 
shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.” 

Ephesians 4:24 “And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true 
holiness.” 

Colossians 3:2-3, 5a “Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.  For ye are dead, and your 
life is hid with Christ in God.  Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth…” 

 James 4:4 “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God?  
whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.” 

I John 2:15-16 “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.  If any man love the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.” 

Romans 12:1-2 “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  And be not conformed to this world:  but 
be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect will of God.” 

 

III. When making musical choices, we must understand that God desires us to worship Him with a “New Song.” 

Psalm 96:1-3 “O sing unto the LORD a new song:  sing unto the LORD, all the earth.  Sing unto the LORD, bless 
his name; show forth his salvation from day to day.  Declare his glory among the heathen, his wonders among all 
people.” 

Psalm 98:1 “O sing unto the LORD a new song; for he hath done marvellous things: his right hand, and his holy 
arm, hath gotten him the victory.“ 

Ephesians 4:17 “This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, 
in the vanity of their mind.” 

Ephesians 4:22 “That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to 
the deceitful lusts.” 

Ephesians 5:1, 8, 10 “Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children …For ye were sometimes darkness, but 
now are ye light in the Lord:  walk as children of light…Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.” 



Ephesians 5:19 “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in 
your heart to the Lord.” 

II Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature:  old things are passed away; behold, 
all things are become new.” 

 

IV. When making musical choices, we must understand that the decision of “how” we worship will have a direct 
impact on our future generations. 

Exodus 20:1-6 “And God spake all these words, saying, I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of 
the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Thou shalt not make 
unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, 
or that is in the water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD 
thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate me; And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my 
commandments. ” 

 A. Commandment 1: Have no gods other than Me. 

 B. Commandment 2: Do not use the worship practices of Egypt to worship Me. 

 C. The warning: 

Exodus 20:5b-6 “for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; And shewing mercy unto thousands 
of them that love me, and keep my commandments.” 

Ephesians 6:1-3 “Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honour thy father and mother; 
(which is the first commandment with promise;) That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live 
long on the earth.”  

Proverbs 22:6 “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” 

 

 1st Generation = Parents  

 2nd Generation = Child 

 3rd Generation = Grandchild 

 4th Generation = Great grandchild 
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