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Let’s turn in our Bibles to the book of 1 Corinthians as we continue in our series, “For a 
World Like Ours.” 
 
1 Corinthians. We have arrived at chapter two.  This evening we are going to be looking 
at a portrait of a preacher, the portrait of the apostle Paul, the founder of the Church at 
Corinth.  
 
1 Corinthians chapter two verses one through five.  
 
As we prepare to look at the Word of God in this vital chapter, one thing is startling to us 
as we realize that Paul is writing to the Corinthian believers who were steeped in the 
Corinthian culture of their day.  Paul was not impressed or even side tracked by the tinsel 
and the culture in the day of the Corinthians.   
 
Very little is mentioned dealing with all of the things that they were enamored with. 
When we read his two epistle we see that he is God’s spokesman. Paul did not come to 
Corinth to add to the Greek culture or to embellish the Greek culture or to win people 
over to his side by revealing something new that had never been taught before. But he 
came as a prophet to declare God’s message. 
 
Let me share with you our flight plant as we look at 1 Corinthians chapter two verses one 
through five at the portrait of a preacher.  Paul deals in verses one and two with the 
passion of a preacher.  Then we are going to see as we go further to verses three and four 
we are going to notice the power of the preacher.  And then we are going to finish verse 
five with the purpose of a gospel preacher. 
 
Let’s go to the Lord’s throne of grace for prayer and guidance and we prepare to look 
into this great portion of God’s Word. 
 
Heavenly Father, we pray that you would use your Word to the blessing and challenging 
of hearts today.  May each one of us receive just the message that we need in order to 
have a biblical perspective of the ministry that we can have in the service of the King. We 
pray this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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The principles that I am going to share with you tonight apply not just to preacher boys.  I 
applies to Sunday school teachers. It applies to Christian school teachers, anyone who is 
opening the Word of God, parents who are instructing their families in daily devotion as 
they ought to be, moms who may be opening the Word of God to children, public school 
teacher who may have a ministry among children.  
 
Some of you have a ministry of outreach where the Word of God is not heard in the 
public school system. It would be folly, wouldn’t it, to say that it is God’s will for all 
education to simply be in Christian schools.  I think we like to put God in a box.  Some of 
us fundamental preachers like to do that. But I think that you will realize that this 
preacher realizes that God can do a few things outside of the box.  And it is God’s will 
for teachers to be in the public school system from time to time taking the salt out of the 
salt shaker. I think it is wrong for us to say, “Oh, they are in it because the public school 
pays more.” 
 
Be careful about judging hearts.  Be careful about judging motives. All I know is that a 
good number of seminarians that attended seminary with me were saved in secular 
colleges by professors even in Princeton University that knew Christ as Savior and they 
had campus ministries that were leading people to Christ and when they got saved 
challenged them to the ministry and they were going for their graduate degrees in 
seminary. 
 
Be careful about putting God in a box.   
 
But the principles that I am going to share with you transcend just the preachers.  So 
please don’t have the idea that, well, the portrait of a preacher, well, I am not a preacher 
so I can kind of zone off and catch up on my Zs because I didn’t really get a nap this 
afternoon. 
 
No, we are going to find that the things that we are going to share will even apply to you 
as you share Christ with the lost neighbor, as you have a friend over for a cup of coffee 
over to your home and they are starting to ask questions about the gospel, some of the 
very things that we were dealing with this morning in the area of handling objections, 
handling questions. This is going to tie in, therefore, with every one that is here in this 
little chapel. And also it is going to apply to those that are listening through the medium 
of our SermonAudio and our radio ministry as well. 
 
Let’s take a look at verses one and two, shall we, of 1 Corinthians chapter two.  And we 
are going to see the passion of a preacher. That is the first point, the passion of a 
preacher. 
 
“And I, brethren,”1 speaking to believers in the local church as he has already declared in 
chapter one and verse two that these believers had been set apart in Christ Jesus.  They 

                                                
1 1 Corinthians 2:1.  
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had called upon the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. They were his children and therefore 
he calls them brethren. 
 
Be careful of the concept of the universal fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of men. 
It scares me sometimes when I even here people under the so called evangelical umbrella 
that call non believers brothers.  The word brothers in the Bible is a spiritual term to those 
who have koinonia, something in common and it is the indwelling ministry of the Holy 
Spirit.  
 
Now, it is true that we are of the same origin. We are of common origin in Adam, but that 
does not speak of brotherhood which is a spiritual term. The human race is composed of 
those that are in Adam and those that are in Christ.   
 
Are you in Christ Jesus? 
 
Here he addresses believers, the passion of a preacher.  
 
Look at verse one. The first passion of a preacher is simply this.  He preached simply.  
He preached simply.   
 
“When I came to you,” he says, “I came no with excellency of speech.”2 
 
It wasn’t his purpose as he approached the lectern, to impress people with his vocabulary, 
his elocution, his style of delivery, display of human wisdom.  He says, “I didn’t come 
with excellency of speech or of wisdom.” 
 
When you share God’s Word in Sunday school, don’t you worry about being flowery. 
You are going to worry and be concerned, be concerned about being biblical.   Keep it 
simple.  The old K I S S, keep it simple. We are not going to give you the second S there.  
But keep it simple. 
 
Paul preached simply.   
 
Now keep in mind. There is a difference.  Paul was not a simpleton. Paul was an educated 
man. But you will admit, thinking back to your classes when you were in high school, 
some of you in college or graduate school, some of the favorite teachers that you had 
were able to take deep truths and place them right on the table where you could 
understand them.  They were able to take abstract concepts and make them very, very 
concrete for you where you could understand them.   
 
Paul was an educated man.   Don’t lose your place in 1 Corinthians, but if you will note 
with me Acts 22 and verse three.  Look at Acts 22 and verse three.   
 

                                                
2 Ibid.  
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There are some that use 1 Corinthians two as an excuse to not prepare for the Lord’s 
work. Some people say, “Why go to Bible college?  Why go to seminary? We just need 
to keep things simple.” 
 
And if God has called you that is great. I remember when we first got saved we were 
attending an Assembly of God Church. And this is not to say that the Assembly of God 
does not believe in seminary training or anything of the like. But the particular church 
that I was going to ordained a 12 year old boy into evangelism and laid hands on him and 
sent him out to proclaim the gospel. 
 
His name was Marjoe.  And if any of you are familiar with the Hollywood scene you are 
familiar with that situation and how it became a catastrophic disaster.   
 
Well, the Bible says, “Lay not hands suddenly on anyone.”  And, of course, there is a 
place for training, but I believe this with all my heart. Seminary cannot give you, Bible 
college cannot give you what the Lord has not first planted there.   Seminary and Bible 
teacher are able to sharpen skills.  A local church is able to sharpen your skills, but it is 
God that gives the gift of teaching. 
 
And you can sharpen and you ought to hone and sharpen those skills to be the best 
preacher, the best Sunday school teacher you can. And I remember in seminary there 
were some ladies there in seminary that they just wanted to be pastor’s wives and they 
didn’t take the homiletics and the preaching courses, but they just took courses on books 
and Bible and they wanted counseling degrees and things like that. They wanted to be 
prepared in that way. 
 
But notice in Acts 22 and verse three.  Paul, giving his testimony. He says here, “I am 
verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city 
at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the 
fathers, and was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day.”3  He was an educated man, 
taught at the feet of a Bible scholar, Gamaliel.   
 
In Philippians chapter three and verse four note with me it says in Philippians 3:4, 
“Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath 
whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more.”4 
 
He had been through the rituals. 
 
Note it says, “Circumcised the eighth day.”5 
 
He had the race on his side.   
 
“Of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin.”6 

                                                
3 Acts 22:3.  
4 Philippians 3:4.  
5 Philippians 3:5.  
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He had the religion on his side.  
 
“A Hebrew of the Hebrews.”7 
 
He had the record. 
 
“As touching the law, a Pharisee.”8 
 
He had all types of righteousness. 
 
It says, “Touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.”9 
 
Here was a man that had all of these things in his life.  And yet he was not a simpleton.  
So when Paul begins to say, coming back to 1 Corinthians chapter two now, that he 
preached simply, he was not saying that he was a simpleton.   
 
True educators are able to make difficult truths easy to understand.   
 
There was a young seminarian who was asked to be a guest speaker at a large 
metropolitan church. It was a church that everyone coveted to preach at and if you were 
asked to preach while you were yet in seminary it was considered quite an honor. 
 
So this young seminarian pompously went to the pulpit and he stood up to preach and he 
sough to impress the congregation with his great wisdom and his sermonic preparation.  
And when he started his message he totally blanked out and he couldn’t remember what 
he wanted to say. His notes, the few notes that he had that he had memorized that he 
thought were tucked away in his Bible he couldn’t find them and from the get go of his 
message he just felt the sweat coming down his forehead, felt like the top of his head was 
going to burst like a thermometer and he felt his heart racing and pounding.   
 
The message went over like a lead balloon. He was totally devastated and humiliated.   
 
Upon finishing the message as best as he possibly could he stepped down with his head 
low, his shoulders bent and he stepped down greatly humiliated.   
 
After the service a wise, elderly member of the deacon board took him aside and said, 
“Son, if you had gone up like you came down, you would have faired much better in your 
message.” 
 
You see, here was a man who had pleasing and impressing the crowd as his foremost 
goal.  The apostle Paul could have been that way.   

                                                
6 Ibid.  
7 Ibid.  
8 Ibid.  
9 Philippians 3:6.  
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“Well, I finally got a group of people together at Corinth.  And they love debate. They 
love the display of wisdom. They are Greeks. They love it. It is the user friendly thing to 
do. What better way to build a church?” 
 
But, yet, his passion was to preach simply.   
 
You know, when the national cemetery in Gettysburg was being dedicated in 1863 public 
officials asked Edward Everett who was a great orator to deliver the oration. And Edward 
Everett presented a master of an oration.  After the oration was over the crowd clapped 
and shouted and they just were just lifting up this man for his tremendous, tremendous 
delivery.  Later on with apologies, President Lincoln at Gettysburg delivered a very 
simple and direct address known as the Gettysburg Address.  But, you know, with the 
passage of time none of us are familiar with Everett’s oration.  But yet certainly we are 
familiar with the Gettysburg Address which Abraham Lincoln delivered very simply. 
 
Paul preached simply.   
 
“I did not come to you,” he says in verse one, “with excellency of speech or of wisdom.” 
 
Oh, he had it.  
 
Somebody once said that if you use the original languages in your message let it be like 
your underwear. Let it give support, but let it not be seen.  That is a good concept.  I had 
a seminary professor, Ivan French, who made that statement. Don’t let it impress people. 
Let it be supportive to your message. 
 
He says, “I declared unto you,” verse one, “the testimony of God.” 
 
You know, if you have spent time with the Lord, that is what is going to be noticed.  
When Moses came to the people his face demonstrated the resplendent glory of God.  
And, oh, how we need to realize that whether we are mom giving devotions to our 
children or a Sunday school teacher delivering a lesson, take the truths of God and adapt 
them to the minds of your children and be amazed at the glorious privilege of 
demonstrating truth to young minds.  Oh, children will love to hear the truths of God’s 
Word presented in a simple way. 
 
Paul preached simply.  That was his first passion. His second passion is found in verse 
two. He preached exclusively, exclusively. 
 
Look at verse two. 
 
“For I determined...”10 
 

                                                
10 1 Corinthians 2:2.  
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That word “determined” means a premeditated, longstanding resolve on the apostle 
Paul’s part.  He had gotten with God and found that he was to please God and not man.   
 
You know, may the Lord give us preachers who will stand against adversity and resolve 
determine to preach the simplicities of Christ.   
 
He says, “I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified.”11 
 
Now, can this verse be distorted?  Absolutely.  You have preachers that have used this 
verse to basically say all I have to do is give the plan of salvation 52 different ways to the 
saints.  And all I do is preach soul winning and soul winning and soul winning and 
evangelism because, after all, 1 Corinthians two and verse two says I just preach Jesus 
Christ and him crucified. 
 
Let’s not forget, dear people, that the same man that said this in verse two is the same 
man that penned the great portions of Scripture that include the doctrines of the faith. The 
same man that penned through the Holy Spirit the great prophetic, what we call 
eschatological passages, the prophecy passages. Here was a man who greatly delineated 
the faith once delivered unto the saints, but he kept it Christ centered, not man centered.  
He did not seek to impress people with his knowledge, but rather the knowledge of the 
holy. And he always saw Christ central in his message.   
 
That is what he is saying.  That is not an excuse for preachers not to prepare sermons.  It 
is amazing how people have taken this verse out of context to simply excuse away 
laziness and lack of preparation in the work of the Lord. 
 
Paul preached not only simply, but exclusively.  He centered in whatever he delivered, it 
was Christ centered. And we need to see to it that when we witness to someone we don’t 
go off on rabbit trails because there will be people—and we are going to see this as we go 
on in our morning study—on winning souls to Christ and objections, there are people that 
love to throw up rabbit trails. 
 
The woman at the well did that. 
 
“Oh, we worship in Mount Gerizim, you know.”  And wanted to start arguing location 
and something away from me.  Let’s get the topic over here.  Let’s argue geography. 
Let’s argue history.  
 
And there will be people who will try to get the subject off of them and on to 
Creationism. They will try to get off on what about the heathen. It is not fair. God’s 
fairness. Predestination. Don’t talk about sin and my need to get saved.  They try to side 
track. 
 

                                                
11 Ibid.  
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Paul, everything he preached, brought it back to Jesus Christ.  He is the architect of 
history. It is truly his story.  
 
And, incidentally, let me give a challenge to every teacher that is teaching in a Christian 
school. You may be teaching history. You may be teaching mathematics. You may be 
teaching political science.  You may be teaching psychology.  Whatever it is, let me 
challenge you towards a Christian world life view in the presentation of the material that 
you are delivering and keep Jesus Christ and the Word of God central in your message. 
 
He preached exclusively for the glory of God. 
 
A young preacher whose father was also a pastor was called to preach in a college town. 
Many of the college students and a lot of the college professors were in the congregation 
and that is an interesting situation if you ever have pastored or attended a church where 
there is a college in town, a lot of times within the congregation are going to be 
collegians, professors that may teach at the college and it can be intimidating for a lot of 
preachers because they can start preaching about topics and then they look in the back 
row and they go, “Oh, my goodness.” 
 
Well, this is what happened, basically, to this young man. 
 
He called his dad on the phone and he said, “Dad, I have been at this church for four 
weeks now and I am having a problem with self confidence. I just don’t know what to 
do.” 
 
Now I am thankful. I get phone calls from my boys in the ministry and it is always a joy 
to be able to give advice and to talk and to share, a workshop, doctrines and things like 
that. And it is wonderful to be able to do that. Well, here is a pastor that got a call from 
his pastor son and he said, “Dad, when I get up to preach and I want to say something 
about chemistry, I look in the third row and there is the chemistry professor. And I get so 
intimidated I don’t know what to say. Then when I start preaching on history there is the 
history professor way in the back row over there. And, dad, I am so intimidated it seems 
like I am muzzled and I am just so concerned I have lost any ability to preach it seems 
like.” 
 
Well, the wise father replied to his son, “Son, why don’t you just preach the gospel?  
They probably don’t know very much about that.” 
 
And you know, it was true.  He got up there and started preaching the gospel and he 
forgot about all the alphabet soup at the end of their names and, you know, people started 
getting saved. And he found that there were PhDs that knew nothing about salvation by 
grace through faith, knew nothing about spiritual victory over temptation and sin.  And he 
was able to have a great ministry based on his father’s godly advice. 
 
Maybe some of you are in an intimidating place. Maybe, young lady, you just got a job 
and just graduated from high school or college and now you are a secretary at a law firm 
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and all those lawyers running around and they know all the commercial law, real estate 
law, domestic law, family law. They are into all of these aspects of law.  You know 
what?  You can know everything about commercial law and legality and be totally 
ignorant when it comes to spiritual things. Amen?   
 
Hey, it is that way with... You can be a doctor. You can be a brain surgeon and when it 
comes to changing a spark plug on a car you can’t even find it or you can’t even change a 
tire.  
 
I have known people that were tremendous intellects and they couldn’t even know what 
color tie to put on with a shirt. 
 
You see, we are all selectively ignorant. We are all stupid in different areas if you want to 
put it that way.  And, the truth of the matter is, when we get up there whether it is to 
deliver a Sunday school class, whether it is to give devotions to your children or to 
preach a message or a Sunday school teacher, you are God’s spokesman for the hour. 
Keep it Christ centered.  Be simple in your deliver. Be exclusive in your delivery.   
 
The third passion Paul not only preached simply and exclusively, but look at verse three.   
Paul preached humbly. He preached humbly. 
 
“And when I was with you, I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much 
trembling.” 
 
Boy, some of you can empathize there. I have spoken with some of you.  The first time 
you gave that Sunday school class I will tell you what.  By God’s grace it was on 
automatic pilot and out flowed what God gave you and you may not have even known 
what you were saying. I was there, too.   
 
But here is a demonstration not of lack of preparation, a lack of confidence in the flesh, 
but total confidence in God’s power. 
 
He preached humbly.   
 
You know, when Paul arrived in the city of Corinth there were about 700,000 people in 
that city and as far as we know the only two believers were Aquila and Priscilla.  Yet 
God placed Paul right where he wanted him and he felt very alone and he felt very 
intimidated and he was tempted, I am sure, to give the people what they wanted to hear.   
 
But he said, “No, I am going to give the people what they need, not what they want to 
hear.” 
 
God often times gives us assignments that are greater than our abilities to perform them.  
Keep that in mind. I am going to say that again.  God often times gives us assignments 
that are greater than our abilities in the flesh to accomplish them.  
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That is why in 2 Corinthians Paul said, “When I am weak, then I am strong.” 
 
Perhaps this next year you are going to be challenged to take part in a new ministry. You 
are going to be challenged to have a part in a new ministry. 
 
Brother Tony, if you knew that you were going to be teaching a Sunday school class a 
year and a half ago you might have been shocked.  You might have run the other way.  
But God knows his timing. God knows the opportunities that come and God is going to 
open up doors in your life this coming year as we face a new year at Central Florida Bible 
Church. 
 
The passion of a preacher. 
 
Let’s step it up a little bit and look at verse four and we are going to look at the power. 
Not only the passion of a gospel preacher, but the power of a gospel preacher.  
 
Where does the power come?  Does it come from the gift of gab?  Does it come from 
hours of homiletical training? Well, like I said, training can sharpen that which God has 
given, but the power comes from the Lord. 
 
Look at verse four.  The power, number one, is not human persuasion. It is not human 
persuasion. 
 
“My speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom.”12 
 
Let’s see what I can do, what kind of chicanery I can use to get them to come forward.  
Let’s see how I can just word it so that I can avoid and kind of do a slalom course, you 
know and avoid all of the terms and the nomenclature that might be offensive, you know, 
and see if I can kind of make them get saved without realizing how hard it is to really 
repent.  
 
And today we have individuals that study and work hard at not being offensive to people 
in presenting the gospel.  And they will tell you, you know, don’t use the word H E 
double hockey sticks. Don’t use that word.  You know, you don’t want to mention hell 
because that is offensive today.  Just tell them that is separation from God and God wants 
you to be with him. He doesn’t want you to be separated.  Don’t talk about the fire of 
hell. Talk about a burning thirst for God. Don’t talk about repentance. Just talk about self 
actualization and be the best that you can with what God has given you.  
 
And you have all of these things.  
 
Listen.  Those are enticing words, filled with men’s wisdom.   
 
It is amazing when you read the books that come out of publishing houses today.  You 
wonder how God did anything until the 21st century authors began writing their books. 
                                                
12 1 Corinthians 2:4.  
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“Not with enticing words.”13 Not human persuasion.   
 
Sometimes whole congregations today are moved through emotions and human 
persuasion. Paul even uses the word peiyov (pi-thos) here, the feeling emphasis. But yet 
there is no heart repentance based upon a change of heart.  You ask people: Why did you 
come forward? 
 
“I really don’t know, but I like the blue eyes of the guy that is strumming the bass guitar 
on the platform.” 
 
Not human persuasion. It was divine persuasion. 
 
Look at divine persuasion in demonstration of the Spirit and of power.   
 
The word that the Holy Spirit used through Paul, the word “demonstration” that Greek 
word was used in courts of law.  And it was used as proof through the presentation of 
documents.  Have you ever been involved in a court situation often times the judge will 
ask to see the documents.  It may be a matter dealing with personal injury or some type of 
a lawsuit or claims, let’s see the document and let’s see if they are dated properly and 
whether you have verification for the charges you are delivering. 
 
When Paul says “demonstration” he was using a word that has the idea of proof drawn 
from facts and documents.  That is why when Paul preached he was a Biblicist.  When 
preached on the resurrection of Christ he presented the biblical documents, the proof for 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. And he went all the way through the Old Testament and 
chronologically explained how that the resurrection of Jesus Christ wasn’t some type of a 
nuance and a recent doctrine, but it was something that was proclaimed in the book of 
Psalms.  
 
“Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.”14 
 
This is something that was foretold thousands of years ago and he presented it in a logical 
and a systematic way and he presented the document of God’s Word and God mightily 
used his Word. 
 
“Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.”15 
 
And Paul demonstrated this.    
 
Hardly the simplistic concept that many distort in verse two. 
 

                                                
13 Ibid.  
14 Psalm 2:7.  
15 Romans 10:17.  
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Notice the phrase “spirit and power.” That speaks of divine persuasion. His preching was 
energized of the Holy Spirit.  And its power as a dynamite, the dynamite of the gospel. 
 
In the book of Jeremiah you have the Word of God that is compared to a hammer, the 
Word of God that is compared to fire.  
 
Jeremiah 23 and verse 29, “Is not my word like as a fire?”16 
 
It is able to bring conviction and cleansing and purification.  God is a refiner, not an 
arsonist, but he will burn up whatever you are putting before him as an excuse to follow 
him. 
 
“My word is like a fire.  My word is like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces.” 
 
How ridiculous that anyone think that he can accomplish anything for God apart from the 
Word of God. 
 
If I thought that God’s work as dependent upon my abilities, I would never have gone 
into the ministry. Thank God for the power of the Word of God. 
 
The passion of the preacher and the power of the preacher. Now let’s close in verse five 
with the purpose of the gospel preacher. 
 
Is the preacher to point people to himself?  Is the preacher supposed to seek glory and 
notoriety?  Look at what it says in verse five. 
 
“That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but [notice] in the power of 
God.”17 
 
Whether we are Sunday school teachers, collectively, let’s make it our goal at Central 
Florida Bible Church for the 07-08 year before us, let’s point lost mankind to the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  Let’s see to it that we keep the doctrine of the faith simple, biblical, 
straightforward, comprehensive, but make sure that we keep the power of God as the 
focal point to point mankind to the power of the Lord 
 
Let’s pray. 
 
Heavenly Father, we thank you that we have the privilege of being proclaimers of the 
Word of God. Whether we be moms or dads, even as young people and children, all of us 
have a parish somewhere. How it thrills my soul as I hear of young people even in our 
church that have opportunities to share Christ with other children. Father, how I thank 
you that we know that successful witnessing is sharing Christ in the power of the Spirit 
and leaving the result in God’s hands.   
 
                                                
16 Jeremiah 23:29.  
17 1 Corinthians 2:5.  
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Lord, we pray that you would bless this biblical emphasis that we have seen portrayed in 
the life of the apostle Paul of the Church of Corinth.  May that be our desire to exalt the 
name of Jesus Christ, to preach... 


