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THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, PART 3 

(SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2015) 

Scripture Reading: Psalm 32:1-5; Romans 4:1-8 

INTRODUCTION 

In our final sermon focusing on the Doctrine of Christ from the Westminster Confession of Faith, I want to 
answer a very important question. 

How was it possible that the death of Jesus Christ could pay the penalty for sins of those who died before 
His sacrifice on the cross? 

How could an event occurring over 4000 years after creation ever pay the penalty of faithful believers who 
died thousands of years before? 

The WCF in 8.6 states: 

8.6. Although the work of redemption was not actually wrought by Christ till after His incarnation, 
yet the virtue, efficacy, and benefits thereof were communicated unto the elect, in all ages 
successively from the beginning of the world, in and by those promises, types, and sacrifices, 
wherein He was revealed, and signified to be the seed of the woman which should bruise the 
serpent’s head; and the Lamb slain from the beginning of the world; being yesterday and today the 
same, and forever. 

I want to first answer the question that I raised – how could the death of Christ be sufficient for all time?  

Second, we will consider again the light of the gospel message given to OT saints.  

It was not as glorious as what we now enjoy but entirely sufficient so that they would place their faith in the 
redemption that God would accomplish in Christ. 

What comfort in knowing the all-sufficient nature of the death of Jesus Christ for all time! 

 

1. HOW COULD THE DEATH OF CHRIST BE SUFFICIENT FOR ALL TIME? 

This is question is answered by Scripture in several ways. 

From a merely human perspective we might even ask, how can an event in the future affect the past? 

We recognize that God is not limited by time and space as we are. 

In God’s sovereign ordering of His creation, the future can affect the past. 
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Now our goal is not to just satisfy our curiosity or think about deep matters. 

The subject of Christ’s death and its application is a most practical subject. 

Let us consider three related ways that Scripture answers the question of the application of Christ’s death. 

First, Scripture shows us how God’s work of salvation rests on an eternal foundation. 

We all should be very familiar with how this is presented in Ephesians 1. 

Eph. 1:3   Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,  4 just as He chose us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 

We are bound by time. Our lives tick away second-by-second. 

God’s purposes are eternal. 

So there is absolutely no problem in understanding how God’s people were saved before the coming of 
Christ when we view God’s work of salvation from the perspective of eternity. 

Listen to several other passages. 

1Pet. 1:20 He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in 
these last times for you 

Rev. 13:8 All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written in the 
Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 

I have heard some strange interpretations of this last verse before. Some try to say that Jesus died even 
before creation. 

This is not the meaning of the verse. 

Other translations emphasize that what was written from eternity are the names found in the Book of Life, 
not that Jesus died on the cross even before creation. 

Listen to the ESV reading for this verse. 

Rev. 13:8 and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written 
before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain. 

So the first way we answer the question of how Jesus’ death affects the past is by recognizing the eternal 
nature of God’s work of salvation. 

This truth is given to remind and assure you of the security of your salvation. 
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It rests in God’s eternal purposes. How much more secure could it be? 

So there is no problem then for God’s people who lived thousands of years before Jesus Christ died even as 
there is no problem for us who live nearly two thousand years after our Lord died. 

 

God’s word provides another answer to our question this time focusing on God’s work in time and history. 

When we focus on the actual historic timing of the death of Christ we do see that sin could not be truly 
covered by the blood of animals or any other ritual. 

The entire age before the coming of Christ and His sacrifice is an age of longing and waiting. 

Let us consider two Scripture passages: Romans 3:24-26 and Hebrews 9:15. 

Rom. 3:24 being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,  25 
whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His 
righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously 
committed,  26 to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and 
the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

Notice in verse 25 the reality that before the death of Jesus Christ there was no true atonement for sin. 

God in His forbearance had passed over the sins previously. 

This does not mean that God just winked at sin or just dismissed it in times past. 

This verse does mean as Douglas Moo explains that God “postponed the full penalty due sins in the Old 
Covenant, allowing sinners to stand before him without their having provided an adequate satisfaction of 
the demands of his holy justice.”1 

Was God just in doing this? 

The answer is yes. 

How was God just in doing this?  

The answer is found in verse 25. 

God set for Jesus Christ as a propitiation by His blood to be received by faith. 

The word propitiation has to do with the turning away or satisfaction of wrath. 

Now to a pagan this makes no sense. You mean to tell that God turned away His own wrath? 

                                                
1 Moo, 240. 
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But to those whose eyes have been opened this is very precious truth. 

Since God is holy and righteous, He cannot tolerate sin. 

He cannot just wink at sin like it is so easy for men and women to do. 

Just about every governor and President issues pardons and clemencies near the end of their terms. Richard 
Nixon gave 204 pardons shortly before he resigned. Bill Clinton gave 140. 

But rightfully we ask, is this justice?  

God must be angry with sin and with sinners. 

He cannot simply excuse it or write it off like an earthly ruler. 

To satisfy true justice and His righteous wrath, God set forth the Lord Jesus Christ. 

In doing so God showed His righteousness to the saints of old and His righteousness in declaring wicked 
and vile sinners who trust in the Lord Jesus Christ as being righteous today. 

The death of Jesus Christ demonstrates the righteousness of God.  

This is why God could declare Abraham righteous nearly 2000 years before the death of Jesus and why you 
also can be declared righteous nearly 2000 years after the death of Jesus. 

A second passage to consider is Hebrews 9:15. 

Heb. 9:15 And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death, for the 
redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who are called may receive 
the promise of the eternal inheritance. 

This passage like others reminds us that the true payment for the sins of those under the Old Covenant had 
to wait the coming of Jesus Christ. 

All the sacrifices set forth in the law were not sufficient. 

But even though the saints who looked to Christ in the Old Covenant were long dead before He came, His 
sacrifice brought true redemption. 

John Calvin wrote: 

For when the sinner came forward and openly confessed that he was guilty before God, and 
acknowledged by sacrificing an innocent animal that he was worthy of eternal death, what did he 
obtain by his victim, except that he sealed his own death as it were by this handwriting? In short, 
even then they only reposed in the remission of sins, when they looked to Christ. 



Page 5 of 9 - 11/15/15 

Acts 10:43 states: 

Acts 10:43 To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, whoever believes in Him will 
receive remission of sins. 

Listen also to Hebrews 11:39-40 speaking of Old Covenant believers. 

Heb. 11:39   And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the 
promise,  40 God having provided something better for us, that they should not be made perfect 
apart from us. 

 

A third way to answer the question about how our redemption in Christ is effective in all ages is to consider 
the important doctrine of union with Christ. 

One of the familiar passages that applies this doctrine is Galatians 2:20. 

Gal. 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the 
life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself 
for me. 

Another passage is Romans 6:3-4. 

Rom. 6:3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into His death?  4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness 
of life. 

Your salvation then has an eternal dimension in God’s sovereign and perfect plan. 

Historically your salvation is secured in the work of Christ and His perfect and only sufficient sacrifice on 
the cross. 

And in God’s grace, we also enjoy union with Christ by faith, signified by baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  

This is something that Old Covenant believers enjoyed. And we have an even greater assurance and 
knowledge in this. 

 

2. THE LIGHT OF THE GOSPEL MESSAGE GIVEN TO OT SAINTS. 

Hear again the words of our Lord to the two disciples who walked with Him on the road to Emmaus. 
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Luke 24:25   Then He said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the 
prophets have spoken! 26 Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His 
glory?” 27 And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning Himself. 

The entire OT speaks of the person and work of Christ, His suffering and death, His resurrection, and the 
spread of the gospel message.  

If this is true, then it certainly must follow that believers in the OT were given sufficient knowledge of these 
things by God’s grace so that they could place their faith in this work that Christ would do, even as we 
recognize that they did not have the fullness of revelation that we enjoy. 

We have considered Genesis 3:15 a number of times recently, the first promise of a Savior and the salvation 
that He would bring. 

But this promise doesn’t stand alone in Genesis 3. 

We should consider also from Genesis 3 two other important actions by the LORD.  

The LORD made for Adam and Eve tunics of skin and clothed them. Their attempt to cover themselves 
with fig leaves was a failure. 

Now we are not given a divine interpretation of this action in Genesis 3, but in light of the rest of Scripture, 
this is a very significant picture of God’s work of salvation. 

Animals were killed. Blood was shed. 

God provided a covering for Adam and Eve. 

And then at the end of the chapter we see the LORD driving Adam and Eve out of the garden and 
commanding the entrance to be guarded by cherubim.  

In this action, the LORD was preparing the way from the beginning for the work of Christ who would open 
the way to salvation and paradise. 

So just from chapter 3, I think we see that God provided sufficient knowledge of the means of salvation so 
that God’s people were not to just have faith in some general way but in a more specific way, that God 
would eventually provide a redeemer, a Messiah, who would crush the seed of the serpent, bear the penalty 
for sin, and provide salvation through His suffering and resurrection. 

 

We don’t have time to consider in great detail how in God’s calling of Abraham an even greater revelation 
of Christ was given through the promises given to Abraham.  
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Consider two passages from the life of Abraham. 

Gen. 17:7 And I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you 
in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and your descendants after you.  

Both Mary, Jesus’ mother, and Zechariah, John the Baptist’s father, believed that the incarnation and the 
work of John were a vital part of the fulfillment of God’s covenant promise to Abraham. 

Mary declared:  

Luke 1:54-55, He has helped His servant Israel, In remembrance of His mercy, As He spoke to our 
fathers, To Abraham and to his seed forever.” 

Zechariah declared:  

Luke 1:72-73, To perform the mercy promised to our fathers And to remember His holy 
covenant, The oath which He swore to our father Abraham: 

 

Gen. 22:18 In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My 
voice. 

In Genesis 22 we have the story of Abraham’s calling to sacrifice Isaac.  

Verses 16-18 are the last words spoken by God to Abraham recorded in Genesis.  

In verse 16 we read that God took an oath swearing that all that He promised to Abraham would come 
true.  

We see also in the story of Abraham and Isaac a picture of what Jesus would do.  

Isaac was never killed, but Jesus the Father’s beloved Son would be offered in sacrifice.  

In Isaac we also see a picture of submission fulfilled in our Lord who in agony in the Garden declared, 
“Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done.”2 

The Apostle Paul in Romans 4 spends the entire chapter showing that justification by faith in Jesus Christ is 
not a new doctrine found only in the NT, but rather the teaching of Scripture from the beginning. Paul also 
shows from Abraham that faith is believing in the promises of God.3  

                                                
2 New Bible Commentary: 21st Century Edition (ed. D. A Carson et al.; Accordance electronic ed. Downers Grove: 
InterVarsity Press, 1994), 75. 
3 Ibid., 1129-1130. 
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Romans 4:20 He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in 
faith, giving glory to God,  21 and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also 
able to perform.  22 And therefore “it was accounted to him for righteousness.” 

 

There is so much more that we could consider, but let us complete this point by considering the sacrificial 
system that God gave to His people. 

The sacrificial system which God gave to His people after the Exodus showed two things. 

1) It pointed to Christ and showed what He would accomplish for us. 

2) It also showed that animal sacrifices could not take away sins. 

The sacrificial system though it seems complicated to us would not have been a mystery to God’s people.  

The basic steps of the animal sacrifices would have taught God’s people very clear lessons about what 
ultimately only the Messiah could do. 

There are five main actions related to sacrifices that are taught in the book of Leviticus. 

1. Laying your hands on the animal - substitution 

2. Slaughter of the animal - sinner must die 

3. Collection/Presentation of Blood - evidence of death 

4. Burning - animal is offered unto God  

5. Meal - fellowship and covenant renewal4 

What a powerful lesson that was demonstrated millions of times to God’s people for about 1400 years. 

The author of Hebrews in chapter 10 also teaches the sacrificial system gave instruction that it was not 
sufficient but something greater was needed. 

Heb. 10:1 For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, and not the very image of the 
things, can never with these same sacrifices, which they offer continually year by year, make those 
who approach perfect.  2 For then would they not have ceased to be offered? For the worshipers, 
once purified, would have had no more consciousness of sins.  3 But in those sacrifices there is a 
reminder of sins every year.  4 For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take 
away sins. 

                                                
4 Taken from Peter Leithart, A House for My Name. 
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What comfort in knowing the all-sufficient nature of the death of Jesus Christ for all time! 

1. Assurance and confidence 

2. Let us not be spiritual misers. 

 

Benediction – Hebrews 13:20-21 

Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, that great Shepherd of the 
sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you complete in every good work to do His will, 

working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 


