
WHAT CHILD IS THIS?
MATTHEW 22:42

Introduction
A song sung frequently at this time of the year is titled, "What Child is This?"
That's a very important question!  Some people called Jesus the son of
David, an occurrence that is the subject of our text.

Others, even some in his hometown of Nazareth, called him the son of
Joseph.  (e.g.  Luke 4:22)   Those folks were mistaken!  The Bible distinctly
points out that Joseph was not Jesus’ physical Father!

Look at Matthew 1:18-25.  Now compare that with Luke 2:33.   This verse
shows the relationship of both Joseph and Mary to the Lord.  
Do you see it?   (Most other newer "perversions" butcher the verse!)

(e.g.  NASB - “And His father and mother were amazed at the things which
were being said about Him.”)  Wrong!

In the Bible Jesus is called:
          1. The son of David
          2. The son of Mary
          3. The son of Man
          4. The Son of God

I want to look at these four titles, of which variations are given in Scripture,
and point out four different aspects of the Christ-child:

I. AS THE SON OF DAVID, HE WAS THE SOVEREIGN CHILD!
Matthew 1:1–“The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of
David, the son of Abraham.”

 Luke 1:31-33–“And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and
bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. 32 He shall be great,
and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give
unto him the throne of his father David: 33 And he shall reign over the
house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.”
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A. He Is The Rightful King!  (Matthew 2:2, 4-6)
Psalm 132:11–“The LORD hath sworn in truth unto David; he
will not turn from it; Of the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy
throne.”

Isaiah 9:6-7–“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is
given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God,
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 7Of the increase
of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the
throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to
establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth
even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.”

Isaiah 11:1–“And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem
of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots:”     

Jeremiah 23:5–“Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I
will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall
reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in
the earth.”

Revelation 22:16–“I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto
you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring
of David, and the bright and morning star.”

He Is The Rightful King!
     B. He Was The Rejected King!

Isaiah 53:3–“He is despised and rejected of men...”

Matthew 21:41-42–“Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read
in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the
same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord’s doing,
and it is marvellous in our eyes? 43Therefore say I unto you,
The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a
nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.” 
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Luke 9:22–“Saying, The Son of man must suffer many things,
and be rejected of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and
be slain, and be raised the third day.” 

Luke 17:25–“But first must he suffer many things, and be
rejected of this generation.”

John 1:11–“He came unto his own, and his own received him
not.”

 C. He Is The Returning King!   (Revelation 19:11-16)
Jeremiah 33:15–“In those days, and at that time, will I cause
the Branch of righteousness to grow up unto David; and he
shall execute judgment and righteousness in the land. 16In
those days shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell
safely: and this is the name wherewith she shall be called, The
LORD our righteousness.”

AS THE SON OF DAVID, HE WAS THE SOVEREIGN CHILD!
II. AS THE SON OF MARY, HE WAS THE SUPERNATURAL

CHILD!
Mark 6:3–“Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of
James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters here
with us? And they were offended at him.”

Isaiah 7:14–“Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold,
a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name
Immanuel.”

 A. This Birth Was Seemingly Impossible!
Mary said in Luke 1:34–“How can this be, seeing I know not a
man?”

B. This Birth Was Steadfastly Investigated!
        1. By Joseph.  (Matthew 1:18-25)

2. By Angels.  (Matthew 1 and Luke 1-2)
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        3. By The Shepherds.  (Luke 2:8-20)

        4. By The Wise Men. (Matthew 2:1-11)

        5. By Herod. (Matthew 2:1-18)

           6. By The Devil.
He tried to destroy Jesus through Herod.

        7. By God Almighty.
Matthew 3:17–“And lo a voice from heaven, saying,
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

     C. This Birth Was Supremely Important!
The virgin birth was necessary!  Apart from it, Jesus would
have also been sinful flesh!  (Romans 5:12)

Matthew 1:21–“And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt
call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their
sins.”

Luke 2:11–“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 

AS THE SON OF DAVID, HE WAS THE SOVEREIGN CHILD!
AS THE SON OF MARY, HE WAS THE SUPERNATURAL CHILD! 

III. AS THE SON OF MAN, HE WAS THE SERVANT CHILD!
Matthew 20:28–“Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered
unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.”

 Philippians 2:5-8–“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ
Jesus: 6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be
equal with God: 7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon
him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8 And
being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”
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       A. As The Servant Child, Jesus Shared The Problems Of The
Flesh!
Hebrews 4:15–“For we have not an high priest which cannot
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.” 

        1. He Knew What It Meant To Be Physically Weary.

        2. He Knew What It Meant To Be Hungry And Thirsty.

        3. He Knew What It Meant To Suffer Physical Pain And
Death.

        4. However, He Never SINNED!

As The Servant Child, Jesus Shared The Problems Of The
Flesh!

      B. As The Servant Child, Jesus Submitted To The Purpose Of
The Father!
John 8:29–“And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath
not left me alone; for I do always those things that please
him.”

 
Philippians 2:8–“And being found in fashion as a man, he
humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross.”

Matthew 26:39–“And he went a little further, and fell on his
face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this
cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.”

      C. As The Servant Child, Jesus Showed A Pattern For Us To
Follow!
1 Peter 1:21-23–“For even hereunto were ye called: because
Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye
should follow his steps: 22Who did no sin, neither was guile
found in his mouth: 
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23Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he
suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that
judgeth righteously:”

Matthew 10:24-25–“The disciple is not above his master, nor
the servant above his lord. 25It is enough for the disciple that
he be as his master, and the servant as his lord.”

        1. His Was A Pattern Of Obedience!

        2. His Was A Pattern Of Patient Endurance In The
Midst Of Suffering!
Matthew 16:24–“If any man will come after me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.”

        3. His Was A Pattern Of Ministry To Others!
John 13:15-16–“For I have given you an example, that
ye should do as I have done to you. 16Verily, verily, I
say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord;
neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him.”

AS THE SON OF DAVID, HE WAS THE SOVEREIGN CHILD!
AS THE SON OF MARY, HE WAS THE SUPERNATURAL CHILD!
AS THE SON OF MAN, HE WAS THE SERVANT CHILD!

IV. AS THE SON OF GOD, HE WAS THE SAVIOUR CHILD!
Matthew 27:54–“Now when the centurion, and they that were with
him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that were
done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God.”

 John 3:16–“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life.”

 As the Son of God:
 A. He Is The Only Sinless Man Who Ever Lived!
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Hebrews 7:26 –“For such an high priest became us, who is
holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made
higher than the heavens;” 

 B. He Was The Only Sacrifice That Could TAKE AWAY Our
Sins!
Hebrews 2:14-15 14–“Forasmuch then as the children are
partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part
of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had
the power of death, that is, the devil;  15  And deliver them who
through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to
bondage.” 

Colossians 2:13-15–“And you, being dead in your sins and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with
him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 14  Blotting out the
handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was
contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 
15  And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a
shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.” 

 C. He Is The Only Saviour Who Can Take Us To Heaven!   
John 14:6

CONCLUSION
What Child is this?
AS THE SON OF DAVID, HE WAS THE SOVEREIGN CHILD!

Does He rule your heart and life?
He is the rightful King!  He is the rejected King! 
He is the returning King!

AS THE SON OF MARY, HE WAS THE SUPERNATURAL CHILD! 
Do you believe He was born of a virgin?  
It is seemingly impossible!  It was steadfastly investigated!
It is supremely important!
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AS THE SON OF MAN, HE WAS THE SERVANT CHILD!
He shared the problems of the flesh!
He submitted to the purpose of the Father!
He showed a pattern for us to Follow!

Obedience.
Patient Endurance.
Ministry To Others.

AS THE SON OF GOD, HE WAS THE SAVIOUR CHILD!
He is the only sinless man to ever live!
He is the only sacrifice that can take away our sin!
He is the only Saviour who can take us to heaven!

Page 8 of  8


