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Today we are continuing our study of the tests of heavenly authenticity that we 

find in the early New Testament church in the book of Acts. We have found that 

there are three of them, and we have found that they are all very much in keeping 

with the imperative that the Holy Spirit gives us in our theme passage for this 

series, Colossians chapter 3, verses one through four.  

So as we begin today, I want to call that passage in Colossians to your attention 

once again. If you are able to do so, I hope that you will turn to this passage in your 

own copy of God's Word. Colossians chapter 3, beginning at verse one: 

If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, 

where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things 

above, not on things on the earth. For you died, and your life is hidden 

with Christ in God. When Christ who is our life appears, then you also 

will appear with Him in glory. 

A Test of Authenticity 

As we have seen, these verses form a test of the authenticity of the true believer 

in Jesus Christ. And, they also form a test of the authenticity of the true church of 

Jesus Christ, the true body of Christ. If the focus of the church is on the things of 

this earth, or if the focus of the individual Christian is on the things of this earth, we 

will fail to please our God. We will fail to do what He requires of us as His 

servants. We will fail to lay hold of and appropriate the resources that God has 
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provided in the heavenly realms because of the person and work of the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  

The life of the believer and the life of the church is hidden with Christ in God. 

The life of the church is not to be found in the things of this world. The church will 

fail to do the work that Christ has called His body to do if we rely upon the 

perishing and corrupting resources that are to be found on this sin-cursed earth, and 

in this present world-system that is under the sway of the evil one.  

If we rely on these things, we will be corrupted by the world, and the flesh, and 

the Devil. Nothing is more vital than for Christ's people to seek those things which 

are above, and to set our minds on things above, and not on things on the earth. 

Over the course of many messages, we have been seeing examples of this 

imperative of a Heaven-bound orientation for the believer and the church 

throughout the Word of God. At the present time we are focusing upon the example 

that we find in the early New Testament church in the book of Acts. 

We have taken note of three great principles or imperatives that God the Holy 

Spirit implemented in the life and ministry of the early church. 

The Exclusive, Specialist Work of the Church 

The first of these principles, as we have seen, is that the business of the true 

Church of Jesus Christ must be exclusively the business of Heaven. And we find 

the business of the true church of Jesus Christ in our Lord's Great Commission. 
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Everything that the church is to do falls into two categories, evangelism and 

edification. The evangelism of the world, so that the church may be God's 

instrument for the redeeming of a people out of this cursed and perishing world for 

eternal life in the world to come. And, the edification of the saints, the preparation 

of those who believe the message of the Gospel of Christ, so that they might walk 

worthy of the Lord in this world, and be prepared for life in the world to come.  

These two things are the exclusive business of the church. This is specialist 

work. This is work that only the church can do. The church must not waste the 

precious time given to us by God, in other pursuits, other activities, other business. 

Truly, we are to redeem the time, because the days are evil.  

These two things, the evangelism of the world and the edification of the saints, 

are the exclusive, heavenly business of the church of Jesus Christ. That is the first 

principle that we find being implemented in the New Testament church in the book 

of Acts. 

The Unique Power of the Church 

The second principle or test that we find being implemented in the early New 

Testament church is the principle that the power of the true church of Jesus Christ 

must be the power of Heaven. We cannot rely on earthly power to do Heaven's 

work. We cannot trust in the arm of man.  

We cannot trust in princes and in governments. We cannot trust in man's wisdom, 
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man's management skills, man's psychology, man's various schemes and therapies 

and all of man's efforts to relieve the problems that are caused by sin and to 

alleviate the pains that are caused by sin without dealing with the root cause of 

man's sin.  

There is no power in such things. Man's solutions are at best temporary. Very 

often, they are nothing more than the equivalent of a tiny bandage over a large and 

festering and fatal sore. And far too often, man's exercise of human power in this 

realm becomes nothing more than a cloak covering evil.  

The true church of Jesus Christ cannot rely upon such ineffectual powers to break 

the power of sin. Only the blood of Jesus Christ shed upon the cross and His 

resurrection from the dead can break the power of sin and of eternal death. 

The Church's Unique Authority 

Today, we come to a third great principle that God the Holy Spirit implements in 

the early New Testament church beginning in the book of Acts. The third great 

principle is that just as the business of the church must be the business of Heaven, 

and the power of the true church must be the power of Heaven, likewise, thirdly, 

the authority of the true church of Jesus Christ must be the authority of Heaven.  

The early New Testament church by the working of the Holy Spirit sought the 

authority that is to be found "where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God." The 

apostles and the early believers set their minds on this authority. They often did so 
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at the risk of their very lives. And we find this often in the early decades, in the 

early centuries, of the New Testament church.  

Conflicts With Earthly Authority 

In the early chapters of Acts, we find the unbelieving religious leaders of 

Judaism, including the Apostle Paul himself before he was converted and his name 

was still Saul, we find these men ordering the people of the early church not to 

preach or to do anything else in the name of Jesus Christ or by the authority of 

Jesus Christ. And often they backed up these threats against the church with 

physical punishment - beatings, and scourgings, and even death.  

But in Acts chapter four we find the apostles saying to the corrupt religious 

authorities, "We must obey God rather than men." And later in that same chapter 

we find the early church praying for strength and boldness, and quoting Psalm two - 

saying, Lord, you are the one who told us that the rulers would gather together 

against the Lord and against His Christ. Therefore, Lord, grant us boldness that we 

may speak Your Word without hesitation or apology, because Your Word is our 

authority, not the word of man, not even the word of religious leaders.  

As time went on, the church also came into conflict with the authority of the 

emperors of Rome, who demanded that the members of the early church bow the 

knee to Caesar and confess that "Caesar is Lord." The members of the early church 

who refused to say that Caesar is Lord, and confessed unflinchingly that Jesus 

Christ is Lord, were often put to death for resisting the earthly authority of Rome.  
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In subsequent centuries, as the counterfeit authority of the Roman Catholic 

Church grew and spread, we find the same conflicts between genuine believers and 

the genuine body of Christ and the false Christs of the papacy, the antichrists. And 

we find the Roman Catholic Church often employing the same measures – physical 

punishment and even death – against the believers in subsequent centuries who 

opposed the counterfeit spiritual authority of the papacy.  

And dear friends, in many parts of the world, the same things continue today 

although they are not publicized. But documented cases of such abuse of authority, 

the substitution of earthly authority for heavenly authority by the church of Rome, 

are to be found in our own time. 

And in many parts of the world today, including so-called "Christian America", 

earthly authority is being used against the people of God and the church of Christ. 

Some of these exercises of authority are subtle, such as changes in zoning laws that 

keep people from building church buildings and church schools.  

But some of the manifestations of this conflict between heavenly authority and 

earthly authority have become much more open and aggressive. It is rapidly 

becoming a "hate crime" to speak against sins which God's Word condemns, such 

as homosexuality. In Germany in recent times, the state has been exercising anti-

Christian authority by taking homeschooled children away from their parents, and 

making these children wards of the state, and requiring them to undergo secular 

humanist indoctrination in government-run schools.  
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And parents who have done nothing more than to discipline their children in 

accordance with the Word of God have been prosecuted for so-called "child abuse." 

Now it cannot be denied that there are legitimate cases of child abuse. Much of that 

is the result of the denigration of Biblical marriage and the Biblical family in our 

time. But Biblical discipline is not child abuse. 

How Shall the Church Respond? 

But how shall the church respond to all of these things? How shall the church 

respond to the unbridled growth of sin in our time? How shall the church respond to 

civil governments open protection of sin and open promotion of sin in our time? 

And far more importantly, how shall the church of Jesus Christ, the true church of 

Christ, grow and prosper even in the face of opposing authorities in this world?  

Shall we seek and rely upon the exercise of earthly authority, or shall we seek 

those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God? Will 

people be brought to saving faith in Christ by the exercise of earthly authority? Will 

Christians be built up in the true faith by appeals to earthly means an earthly 

authority? The answer to both questions from the Word of God is a resounding no.  

Our business can only be done in submission to heavenly authority in the 

spiritual realm. Our power to do God's business in this world can only come from 

the one who is seated at the right hand of God the Father and to whom all power 

has been given, all authority has been given, in Heaven and on earth. Jesus Christ is 

our authority. His name is our authority. His Word is our authority. 
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Heavenly Authority Brings Heavenly Power 

There are several words in the Greek of the New Testament that are translated as 

the English word "power" in our Bible. But on several occasions in the book of 

Acts, and on many other occasions in the New Testament, 120 occasions in all, one 

particular Greek word is used to communicate the idea of power. It is the Greek 

word dunamis.  

In various places in the New Testament it is translated as "wonderful works" or 

"mighty works" or in a few cases as the word "miracle." But in most cases, the 

word dunamis is translated "power." And this word has a special significance in the 

Greek. This particular word indicates power that resides in, or is inherent in, or 

results from, or is activated by, authority. Heavenly authority.  

The authority of the true Church of Jesus Christ must be the authority of Heaven. 

Heavenly authority, authority that emanates from the throne of God, must be the 

only authority that is exercised within the true church of Jesus Christ in order to 

carry forth His Great Commission. Where do we find that authority? We find it in 

only one place. We find it in holy Scripture, in the written Word of God.  

The Only Supernatural Book 

This is not a Book like any other book on earth. It is not even to be put in the 

same category with any of the other so-called "holy books" of the false religions of 

this world. The Bible is the only supernatural Book. Holy men of God, Second 
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Peter chapter one tells us, spoke or wrote as they were moved – literally driven – by 

God the Holy Spirit. Second Timothy chapter 3 tells us that every word of Scripture 

consists of the breathed-out words of God.  

Why is this so important? The reason why it is so important is that holy Scripture 

is the only place in which we will find absolute truth absolutely unmixed with error. 

Absolute truth, genuine truth, is revealed truth. Now this is a very important 

distinction that has been obscured and mostly lost in the church today. Part of the 

reason for that is, I believe, that we have very little accurate exposition in the 

church today of the explanation of the nature of Scripture that we find in Second 

Peter chapter one, in verses 20 and 21. Let me read those verses for you. Second 

Peter chapter one, beginning at verse 20: 

Knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private 

interpretation, for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men 

of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 

A more literal and a more precise translation of the Greek of those two verses 

would read like this: 

Knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture originated in the 

human writer's own personal determination of what is true or not true, for 

this reason, that prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of 

God spoke as they were driven by the Holy Spirit. 
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The Word of God, the heavenly authority upon which the early church stood, the 

heavenly authority upon which we must stand, did not originate in the mind of 

sinful man. It is revealed truth. It is revelation given by inspiration. The Book 

which is our authority is not of human invention. It is not of human origin. It is of 

heavenly creation and heavenly origin. It is revealed truth. Nothing less is 

acceptable as authority within the true church of Jesus Christ. 

It is when we neglect this authority, or ignore this authority, or abandon this 

authority, or God forbid, oppose this authority, that we cease to do the business of 

Heaven by the power of Heaven and divert the church into doing the business of 

this earth by the powers of this earth.  

Christianity's Essential Core 

Reliance upon revealed truth is the essential core of authentic Christianity. This 

is what differentiates authentic Christianity from every other man-made religion. It 

is what differentiates authentic Christianity from so much that we hear being said 

and see being done falsely in the name of Christ, and falsely in the name of the 

Word of God, in thousands of nominally Evangelical churches around the world 

today.  

Much of the church has become disconnected from its only legitimate source of 

power and authority, the written Word of God, under the authority of Christ the 

Head of the church, and the Holy Spirit as the One sent by God to be the indwelling 
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presence of God's authority in every believer individually and in the church as a 

body. 

Dear friends, the Book that we hold in our hands is absolutely unique. It is 

Almighty God speaking directly to us. Every other book in the world is the word of 

man, the conflicting opinions of man. But the words of the Bible are the very words 

of God, a supernatural Book from beginning to end, and it is the only supernatural 

Book. 

And because this Book which is our authority is revelation given by inspiration, 

then certain other things follow in an unbreakable chain of logic. First, this Book is 

inerrant, because God, the Author, is inerrant. Second, this Book is infallible, 

because God, the Author, is infallible.  

Third, this Book is therefore absolutely reliable. It is reliable in matters of 

doctrine, yes. But it is also absolutely reliable on every other matter of which it 

speaks – history, or science, or geography, or other matters. And that is because 

God, the Author, and God alone, is absolutely reliable. He cannot lie, and He 

cannot, and would not, give us a record that is in any way untrustworthy.  

And fourthly, this Book, the Word of God, contains no contradictions, because 

God, the Author, is not double minded. And therefore, fifthly, this Book is the only 

Book that is uniquely authoritative for the individual Christian, and for the church 

as a body of believers. 
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Where will you find this among the powers and the authorities of men? Where 

will you find that which is inerrant? You will not find it. Where will you find that 

which is infallible? You will not find it. Where will you find that which is 

absolutely and always reliable? You will not find it anywhere else. Where will you 

find and authority which contains no contradictions, no paradoxes? You will not 

find it anywhere except in the Word of God.  

And because these things are true, where can you hope to find, where can you 

presume to find, any authority for your own life as an individual believer or for the 

life and ministry of the church as a body, except in this Book of revealed truth, of 

heavenly authority? You will not find it anywhere else. 

The Question The Church Must Face 

And so, the church must face this question: Will you accept this authority? Will 

you submit to this authority, or will you not? Will you submit to the counterfeit 

spiritual authority of fallen sinful man, or will you submit to the only genuine 

spiritual authority, the authority of Heaven, revealed to us in the inspired, infallible, 

inerrant Word of God?  

That was the question that was constantly before the people of the early New 

Testament church. We find many examples of many different ways in which that 

question came before them as they sought to carry out Christ's Great Commission. 

And so, the Lord willing, in our next message I want to show you some of the 
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examples of those issues of heavenly authority versus earthly authority that we find 

the early church confronting these things in the book of Acts.  

We shall see that by the grace of God, the Word of the Lord grew and prospered 

and spread with power and with authority to the saving of souls and the edification 

of the saints because the true church of Jesus Christ did heavenly business, in 

reliance upon heavenly power, in submission to heavenly authority. 

About the Broadcast  

The Scripture-Driven Church airs each week across the United States and around 

the world. Our goal is that of the Great Commission: to preach the Gospel to the 

world, and to equip believers to stand upon and live by the sole authority of God’s 
Word, to the glory of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

How You Can Help Us 
  

Above all, please pray for us. The prayers of our listeners and supporters are vital to 
all we do. We thank you for bringing this ministry before the throne of grace. 
  

The broadcast is supported entirely by the gifts of God’s people. If the Lord leads you 
to help us financially, you can:  

 Call us toll-free at 888-804-9655 to give a gift by credit card 

 Give a gift online at our secure website, www.teachingtheword.org 

 Mail your gift to TeachingTheWord, Box 2533, Westminster, Maryland 21158 
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