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Making Sense of Suffering

1 Peter 3:13-17 

Since it is inevitable that Christians will suffer . . . on their 

way to glory . . . they must stand firm in God’s grace . . . by living 

righteous lives . . . empowered by faith and hope in God.

I. Peace seekers generally _____________ _____________ (13)

II. We are blessed when we suffer for _____________ 

_____________ (14a, 17)

III. Suffering presents an opportunity for us to _____________ 

the _____________ (14b-15)

A. _____________ the _____________ in your heart

B. _____________ the _____________ of your heart

IV. We must maintain a _____________ _____________ when 

suffering (16)

The conscience is not to be equated with the voice of God or 

even the moral law, rather it is a human faculty which 

adjudicates upon human action by the light of the highest 

standard a person perceives.

Seeing that all human nature has been affected by sin, both a 

person’s perception of the standard of action required and 

the function of the conscience itself (as a constituent part of 

human nature) are also affected by sin. For this reason 

conscience can never be accorded the position of one’s 

ultimate judge of one’s behavior. It is possible that the 

conscience may excuse one for that which God will not 

excuse, and conversely it is equally possible that conscience 

may condemn a person for that which God allows. The final 

judgment therefore belongs only to God (cf. 1 Cor. 4:2-5). 

Nevertheless, to reject the voice of conscience is to court 

spiritual disaster (cf. 1 Tim. 1:19). We cannot reject the voice 

of conscience with impunity, but we can modify the highest 

standard to which it relates by gaining for ourselves a 

greater understanding of the truth.

- Colin Kruse


