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  The Good Shepherd - IV 
John 10:1-18 

BI: There is no greater comfort and security on earth than to know that the “Good 
Shepherd” claims you as His own. 
Read John 10:1-18
     I want to talk with you this morning about where to find peace and security in a world 
of  fear.  I  suppose  it  could  be  argued  that  the  number  of  fear-provoking  events  and 
circumstances in our day do not really outnumber that of any previous generation, but 
sometimes  it  seems  that  way.  Perhaps  it’s  just  the  fact  that  technology  has  made  it 
possible  to  be  almost  instantaneously  aware  of  any  catastrophe,  disaster,  or  act  of 
terrorism taking  place  anywhere  in  the  world.  If  the  stock  market  fails,  we  know it 
immediately.  If  there’s  an  earthquake,  tsunami,  or  nuclear  disaster  we  hear  about  it 
instantly. If a child gets kidnapped, our phones start sounding the “Amber Alert.” If a 
tornado is  on the way,  the sirens begin to  wale.  And this  doesn’t  even touch on the 
possibilities of personal disasters be they related to health, finances, personal property, or 
relationships. Living in a fallen world offers almost limitless opportunities to be afraid.  
      Well, this is really shaping up to be an encouraging sermon, isn’t it? Raise your hand 
if you’re feeling encouraged! 
      Actually, encouragement is what I am aiming for this morning, but the path that gets 
us there starts with an honest appraisal of how dangerous our world is. You can invest 
your money and lose it all when the market crashes. You can eat organic every day of 
your  life  and  still  come  down  with  cancer  or  Ebola.  Your  seatbelt  can  break.  Your 
parachute can fail. Your airplane can disappear over the Indian Ocean without leaving a 
trace and there is nothing you can do about it. Are we all encouraged now?
    The question is, where do we find peace and in a world of fear? This morning I want to 
offer one more message on Jesus, our Good Shepherd and answer the question, “How can 
I have peace in a world of fear?” The answer to this question is quite simple: I can have 
peace in a world of fear because my life is secure in the care of the good shepherd.
     As you know the metaphor Jesus is using in this passage is that of a shepherd and his 
sheep. If  you belong to Jesus Christ,  than you are a sheep who belongs to the Good 
Shepherd and He is devoted to taking care of you.
I. The first thing we learned from this text is that Jesus calls His sheep.  In the mystery of 
His sovereign grace, He calls each of us by name and sets His mark of ownership upon 
us. And when you belong to this shepherd, you are eternally secure.
II. Second, we learned that the Good shepherd loves His sheep. In other words, He not 
only calls us and lays claim to us but He enters into a relationship of mutual trust and 
intimacy because He loves us. And when you are loved by this Shepherd you will never 
be alone.
     The Good Shepherd calls His sheep and loves His sheep. Now there are two truths that 
begin chipping away at fear. But there’s more.



III. The Good Shepherd Leads His Sheep:
1. Leadership is the primary point of the metaphor of a Shepherd. He is our Guide, our 
Leader, our Lord.  Look at verse 4, “When he puts forth all his own, he goes ahead of 
them, and the sheep follow him.” In verse 5, “A stranger they simply will not follow, but 
will flee from him, because they do not know the voice of strangers.” Again in verse 27, 
“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.” 
2. This should be intuitive to us as children of God. Entering into a relationship with the 
Good Shepherd means we turn the reigns of our lives over to Him. From the moment we 
first believe the impulse of our hearts is one of joyful submission because we know 
intuitively that He is absolutely trustworthy. The safest place in all the world is in the 
footprints of Jesus. 
3. Consider how Jesus got his original disciples. 

A. Matt. 4:18–20 “Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two 
brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into 
the sea; for they were fishermen. 19 And He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will 
make you fishers of men.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed Him.” 

B. Matt. 9:9 “As Jesus went on from there, He saw a man called Matthew, sitting in 
the tax collector’s booth; and He said to him, “Follow Me!” And he got up and 
followed Him.”

C. John 1:43 “The next day He purposed to go into Galilee, and He found Philip. And 
Jesus said to him, “Follow Me.” 

4. So, if you want to know whether or not you belong to the good shepherd simply 
consider whether or not you are following Him. 
5. What does it mean to follow Him? It means we trust His sufficient word by obeying 
what He says regardless of how you feel… even when we are afraid.

A. So, for example, when He says “Do not be unequally yoked with an unbeliever” 
you trust that He knows best and you choose to follow Him even though you may 
be fearful of living alone.

B. When He says “Even if someone sins against you seven times in a single day and 
repents, forgive him,” you choose to trust that His way is best and you obey by 
forgiving even though you fear being taken advantage of.

C. When He says “render to Caesar what is Caesar’s” you choose to trust that His 
way is best and you obey by paying your taxes without cheating even when you 
are afraid of lacking the money you need. 

D. When He says, “Children obey your parents in the Lord for this is right,” you trust 
that His way is best and you obey Him by obeying your mom and dad, even if you 
fear it won’t be fun. 



6. You see Jesus isn’t just the Shepherd. He is the Good Shepherd. He is completely 
sovereign, infinite in wisdom, and perfect in love. In His love He always wills what is 
best for us. In His wisdom, He always knows what is best. And in His sovereignty, He 
has the power to bring it about.  1

7. I realize there are an awful lot of voices out there calling you to trust their wisdom and 
their promises. But you know what? The more you choose to trust the leadership of the 
Good Shepherd, the more discerning you will become and the easier it will be to 
distinguish between truth and error. Jesus said it like this: (4-5)“When he puts forth all his 
own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 “A 
stranger they simply will not follow, but will flee from him, because they do not know the 
voice of strangers.”
8. For the child of God this is one of the most essential issues to settle in our souls; 
namely, who will we trust to lead us? Will we trust in our own wisdom and impulses? 
Will we trust in the ever-changing opinions of popular culture? Or will we trust in that 
which is unchanging and never-failing; the leadership of the Good Shepherd. He leads us 
by His word.
9. Do you want security in this life? Do you want to conquer fear? You are always 
absolutely secure when you choose to follow where the Good Shepherd leads. Sometimes 
He leads us to “green pastures”; sometimes it’s to “still waters”; other times it’s through 
the valley of the shadow of death. But you can be assured of this: every path He leads us 
down is the right path, and every path we tread behind the Good shepherd us good for us. 
 10. So the Good Shepherd Calls His sheep, Loves His sheep, Leads His sheep. 

IV. The Good Shepherd Protects His Sheep:
1. God’s sheep have always lived in a dangerous world. The devil is said to be like “a 
roaring lion seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 4:8), and there have always been 
people who are eager to help him. Jesus points to such enemies of the sheep several times 
in this passage.

A. (1) “he who does not enter by the door into the fold of the sheep, but climbs up 
some other way, he is a thief and a robber”

B. (8) “All who came before Me are thieves and robbers”
C. (10) “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.”
D.  (12) “The wolf snatches them and scatters them.”

2. Who were these thieves, robbers, and wolves? The OT prophets Jeremiah and Ezekiel 
identified them as the false shepherds of Israel who lead God’s people astray. The OT 
prophet Ezekiel refers to the “shepherds of Israel who only take care of themselves” and 
“do not take care of the flock” Ezk. 34:2-4). 
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3. Kostenburger suggests that,  
The spectrum of ‘thieves and robbers’ may encompass pseudo-prophets such 
as the ones mentioned in the book of Acts, the Zealots, and even the high-
priestly circles that controlled Judaism in Jesus’ day. Sadducees in particular 
were known to use the Temple religion for their own profit, and elsewhere 
both the Pharisees and scribes are denounced for their greed. Perhaps the 
closest connection in the present context is with the Pharisees, whose attitude 
toward the man born blind exemplifies a blatant usurpation of religious 
authority and perversion of godly leadership.2

 4. Who were these men? They were false religious leaders. And all of them demanded 
that God’s people to follow them, to obey their commands, to listen to their counsel, to be 
shepherded by them. But they were “Thieves and robbers.”
5. You see, Good Shepherd knows the sheep live in dangerous world. He knows there are 
thieves, robbers, and wolves who would love to get their hands on the sheep.  But He is 
no hireling. These are His sheep and He is devoted to protecting them for their enemies. 
Sometimes the enemy is out to kill them (as in Iraq and Syria today). At other times the 
enemy is our to deceive them and lead them astray by false teaching and empty promises. 
But regardless of the danger, the Good shepherd is devoted to protecting His flock. 
6. In Matt. 18:12-14 we learn that the Good Shepherd is ready to “Leave the 99 sheep to 
look for the one [who is] lost.” Once again, this is a manifestation of His love for the 
sheep. Because He love you He is devoted to protecting you. 
7. Do you know how believers in the persecuted nations of the world maintain their faith 
in the midst of the fiercest opposition and abuse? The simply trust that the Good 
Shepherd is there to protect them. As Martin Luther put it, “And though this word with 
devils filled should threaten to undo us, we will not fear for God ahs willed His truth to 
triumph through us. Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also. The Body they may 
kill, God’s truth abideth still. His kingdom is forever.”
8. You see, God’s sheep are not ruled by fear because they understand that this life is not 
what we live for. Jesus has gone to prepare a place for us and He will bring us all safely 
home. In Jesus’ final prayer to the Father before His death (John 18:9) He will say to the 
Father, “Of those you have given me, I lost NOT one.”
9. And how could any of them be lost? Read John 10:28-29.
10. You see, the Good shepherd is devoted to protecting the sheep. One day He will bring 
us all (every one of His sheep) safely home to His Father’s house. Therefore, there is no 
need to be afraid.
11. So the Good shepherd Calls, Loves, Leads, and Protects the sheep. But notice also 
that in the midst of all those other duties…

 Andreas J. Kostenberger, John:Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament, (Baker Academic, 2

2004), p. 303 



V. The Good Shepherd Provides for His Sheep:
1. Verse 9 says that under His leadership the sheep “Will go in and out and find pasture.”  
“Will go in and out” echoes covenant terminology, especially from Deuteronomy where 
God reveals the promise of blessing for obedience (Deut. 28:6; Psa. 121:8). “You will be 
blessed when you go in and when you go out, etc”
2. The contrast is obvious, isn’t it? The thieves and robbers come to kill the sheep but 
(10) Jesus comes to give them what – abundant life. He is the Good Shepherd. “Have 
life” here means to have eternal life, that is, “to be saved (9). But this is not merely to be 
understood with reference to the life to come in heaven. No, Jesus gives us full life 
already in the here and now (cf. 15:18-25). 
3. And yet there is more. The Good Shepherd Calls, Loves, Leads, and Protects, and 
Provides for the sheep. But then, as an ultimate expression of his protection and provision

VI. The Good Shepherd Dies for His Sheep:
1. Notice verse 15, “I lay down My life for the sheep.” And then again (17-18), “For this 
reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again. 18 
“No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have 
authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I 
received from My Father.”
2. This is the ultimate proof of the Good Shepherd’s love and commitment to His sheep. 
He knows the only way He can save them forever is to give His life in their place. 

A. Isa. 53:6, “All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own 
way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him.”  

B. Isa. 53:12 “He poured out Himself to death, And was numbered with the 
transgressors; Yet He Himself bore the sin of many, And interceded for the 
transgressors.” 

C. Do you see, friend? The reason there is no need fear anything on earth is because 
we have nothing to fear in heaven. God is not angry with us. He will not condemn 
us, because His Son has born all our sins in His body on the cross.

3. Most shepherds do not intend to die for their sheep but to live for them; they only die 
for their sheep accidentally. Yet Jesus came to die for His sheep purposely. 
4. You know what true love is? To love is to give what I have that you need because God 
wants me to. This is what Jesus did. He gave His life because that is what we needed. It is 
the only way He could protect His sheep forever and bring them to His Father’s house. 
5. But the good news is that He didn’t stay dead. The story of the Good Shepherd isn’t 
complete until we learn that…

VII. The Good Shepherd Rose Again for His Sheep:



1. Jesus’ resurrection seals the deal. When He died, it was for our death and when He 
rose, it was for our life. Because He lives, we know we will live. 
2. And that’s not even the end of the story, because when Jesus ascended (Acts 1:10-11) 
and His disciples “were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, behold, two 
men in white clothing stood beside them. 11 They also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will 
come in just the same way as you have watched Him go.”
3. You know what that means? It means that… 

VIII. The Good Shepherd Will Return for His Sheep:
1. Ultimately, this is why we should not be ruled by fear in this world. Our good 
shepherd, has rescued us from the wrath of God. He has rescued us from the power of sin. 
He has rescued us from the fear of men. And one day He will rescue us from this world 
altogether. Now there is a reason for confident hope in a world of fear.
2. Do you long for real security, confidence, and hope? Do you want to break from the 
clutches of fear? Come to the Good Shepherd. Trust in the Good Shepherd. He calls, 
loves, leads, protects, provides, died, rose again, and one day He will return for His 
sheep.
3. How should we respond to all of this while we wait for His return? Jesus tells Luke 
12:29–32  “Do not seek what you will eat and what you will drink, and do not keep 
worrying. 30 “For all these things the nations of the world eagerly seek; but your Father 
knows that you need these things. 31 “But seek His kingdom, and these things will be 
added to you. 32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has chosen gladly to give 
you the kingdom.”
4. You see, you can have peace in a world of fear when your life is secure in the care of 
the good shepherd

BI: There is no greater comfort and security on earth than to know that the “Good 
Shepherd” claims you as His own. 


