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1 “The Value of a Soul”
[Mark 8:34-38]
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3 Three explanations the Bible gives for ‘opposition’ to the truth about death and eternity
• Because people love their sin more than God          John 3:19-20

4 “… What good is it for a man                                 to gain the whole world …”

• I John 2:15 - “… Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the
love of the Father is not in him.”

• “the things of the world” - Anything which diverts people’s attention from the things that are of
eternal value     [and thus endangers their souls].

5 “The things of the world”
• These are often things which may not be sinful in themselves; but when they “push aside” the pursuit of God and

the things which are eternal, that is idolatry!
• a beautiful new home
• a new car
• other material possessions
• “security” - stocks and bonds
• climbing the ladder of success - promotion, position, higher salary
• higher education
• pursuit of pleasure - multiple vacations, multiple sports, social life - parties, night-life; obsession with

entertainment

6 Everyone has an undying soul!

• The real, inward, essence of the person which animates the body!

• Webster’s Dictionary:        “… the immaterial, essence, animating principle, or actuating cause
of an individual life; … the spiritual principle embodied in human beings …”

7 Scripture testifies to this fact
• This is true even for those who are not among the redeemed: i.e. Scripture speaks of the

continued conscious existence of demons and the invisible part of unredeemed mankind after death.
• Matt. 8:29
• Matt. 25:41
• Rev. 14:9-11
• Luke 16:19-31

8 Other Scriptures give confidence and assurance to the redeemed that they will immediately be safely
ushered into the presence of the Lord when they die!
• II Cor. 5:8 - “We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home

with the Lord.”

• Phil. 1:23 - “I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by
far …”

9 People who come face to face with death sense the reality of this fact!
• When we are alone on the bed of sickness and the world is shut out

• When we watch at the bed of a loved one or a friend

• When we see those we loved [admired, respected] lowered into the grave
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10 Past civilizations also testify to the awareness of life after death
• The elaborate burial systems in the Pyramids of Egypt
• The temples of Greece
• The Temples of Rome
• The Druid remains in England
• Spirit worship in Africa and India
• The Eastern religions, reincarnation
• The American Indians

11
12 Your soul will survive the crash of the universe! 10,000 years from now you will still be

conscious!

13 Anyone can lose his own soul!

• Scripture speaks of the necessity to watch carefully over the matter of our souls,
otherwise, they may be lost in the end!
– Mark 8:36
– I Peter 2:11
– I Peter 4:19
– Hebrews 13:17

14 Scripture no where teaches that you can: (1) save your soul; or    (2) that you can make your own peace
with God; … BUT, it does teach that men can LOSE their own soul!

• Psalm 81:11-12 - "But my people would not listen to me; Israel would not submit to me. So I gave them over to
their stubborn hearts to follow their own devices …

• Matt. 23:37 - "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have
longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing.”

15 Not only ‘can’ we lose our own soul, … We are in imminent danger of doing so!
• We do not have the ‘natural’ desire in our hearts to have our souls saved:
• Romans 3:10-11, quoting Psalm 14:1-3 - “… As it is written:

– "There is no one righteous, not even one;
– there is no one who understands,
– no one who seeks God.”

16 According to Scripture, we are all, by nature:
II Cor. 4:4 & I Cor. 2:14 - Spiritually blinded to the danger of losing our souls and to the way of salvation!

17 How can a person lose his soul?
• J.C. Ryle suggests three ways this may happen:

18 The key point here is that it’s not hard to ruin a soul!
• Nothing is required of you! Just keep going on the way you are!
• Matt. 7:13 - Jesus said: “… For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction,

and many enter through it.”

19 Any person’s soul can be saved!

20 Because Christ has died!
1. I Peter 3:18 - “… For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to
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bring you to God.”
2. I Peter 2:24 - Christ - “… himself bore our sins in his body on the tree …”
3. cf. II Cor. 5:21
4. cf. Isa. 53:6

21 Because Christ lives!
• Hebrews 7:25 - “… he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede

for them.”

• I Peter 4:19 - We are to “… commit the keeping of our souls to Him!”

• Phil. 1:6 - “… being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of
Christ Jesus.”

• Rom. 8:34 Christ is at the right hand of the Father interceding for the redeemed!

• Heb. 13:8 - “… Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”

22 Because the promises of the Gospel are full, free, and unconditional!!!
• Matt. 11:28 - "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”

• John 3:16

• John 6:37

• John 7:37 - "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.”

• Rev. 22:17 - "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes,
let him take the free gift of the water of life.”


