
What Love Proves and Does
By Don Green

Bible Text: 1 John 3:14-18
Preached on: Sunday, December 30, 2012

Truth Community Church
4183 Mt. Carmel Tobasco Road
Cincinnati, OH 45255 

Website: truthcommunitychurch.org
Online Sermons: www.sermonaudio.com/tcomm

As we come to the word of God this morning, we're returning to the book of 1 John for 
our continuing series out of the verse by verse teaching of 1 John and we've come to 1 
John 3 this morning. If faith is the victory, then it is important for us to know that we are 
in the faith and that's why 1 John was written. The Apostle John wrote that we might 
know that we have eternal life and that we might have joy and that we might have 
holiness as we walk through this fallen world in the midst of a hostile environment. So as 
we study the book of 1 John, we're finding that which is necessary and that which equips 
us to have victory that overcomes a hostile world. And we all know the impact of 
walking amidst a fallen world, not only the adverse circumstances that come our way but 
also the hostile people and the hostile environment to Christianity that comes. And one of 
the things that I've said repeatedly and one of the things that I intend to keep saying over 
and over again, is that we should not feel like we have to buckle under the pressure of 
that; that the negative hostility of the world is not that which defines our existence as we 
walk through life as Christians. We can walk through in a joyful, holy way that honors 
Christ and shows that we can rise above the hostility of the world and live a joyful life 
even though the environment is hostile to us, and the passage that we have before us is 
designed to aid us in that process as we come to 1 John 3. I'm going to read verses 11 
through 18 and we'll focus on the last half of the passage for our message here this 
morning. John says, beginning in verse 11,

11 For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that 
we should love one another; 12 not as Cain, who was of the evil one and 
slew his brother. And for what reason did he slay him? Because his deeds 
were evil, and his brother's were righteous. 13 Do not be surprised, 
brethren, if the world hates you. 14 We know that we have passed out of 
death into life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love abides 
in death. 15 Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and you know 
that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 16 We know love by this, 
that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for 
the brethren. 17 But whoever has the world's goods, and sees his brother in 
need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in 
him? 18 Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in 
deed and truth. 
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What you see in this passage just by way of an overview of introduction, what you see in 
this passage is the reality that Jesus Christ died for sinners; the reality that Jesus Christ 
died to ransom his church from its sin gives you a broad philosophical approach to life as 
a Christian, and it also informs and motivates the day to day way that you live, that the 
simplest activities when viewed in light of the death and resurrection of Christ on your 
behalf, become that which motivates you and motivate us collectively as Christians to 
live a loving life in the body of Christ because hatred is the mark of the world but when 
we step into the church, we step into an environment where love is the dominating, 
motivating factor which energizes all human relationships inside the church. So the 
impact of that is that love, the attitude of love and the practice of love, becomes a 
defining mark of who is a Christian and who is not and love becomes the defining factor 
by which we live day by day life. All of this is informed by the death and resurrection of 
Christ. If you think about it, the death of Christ is the fountain from which the river of the 
life of the church flows, you'll have an idea of the way that we are to live and the way 
that we are to think in light of the life that God has set in front of us. Love in the life of a 
believer proves something and love also does something as we go through life together. 
Love proves something and love does something and that's what we're going to look at 
here this morning.

First point if you want to take notes here today; we're structuring it around those two 
main points: what love proves and what love does. First of all, the kind of love that John 
describes here, what does it do? Point 1: love proves that you have eternal life. Love 
proves that you have eternal life. Stated differently: true Christians are going to love the 
body of Christ and those who are separate from, who stand off, who are critical and 
hostile toward the church, are people who are proving that they were never Christians to 
begin with. If you remember the circumstances that prompted John to write, you can see 
why this would be true. We haven't talked about this for a while but John wrote this letter 
to strengthen Christians who were troubled by the fact that some of their teachers had 
been teaching false doctrine and eventually withdrew from the body and they were 
standing outside and being critical of the church that was left behind.

Look at chapter 2, verse 19. This will help you kind of get into the flow of the context 
here. Chapter 2, verse 19 says, John speaking about the false teachers said, "They went 
out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have 
remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown that they all are not of us." 
And what he's saying here is this, he says, "You can recognize the fact that these teachers 
were not true Christians because they left the communion, they left the body of Christ 
and went out and did their own thing." Part of their going out was doctrinal, it was 
because they weren't teaching the truth but they also went out and displayed hostility and 
showed a lack of love, a lack of concern for those they left behind. They were able to 
leave the church because they had no personal, heartfelt affinity for those who were in the 
church and therefore their lack of love exposed to them as being false Christians. John 
here is showing that the attitude and the heartfelt love that animates life in the body of 
Christ is a sure mark of a true Christian. To not have that love for Christians is to show 
that you do not have eternal life. That's what he's saying in verses 13 and 14. He's making 
a contrast.
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Look at verse 13 with me where he says, "Do not be surprised, brethren, if the world 
hates you." We looked at this two weeks ago. We expect the world to be hostile toward 
us. We're not thrown off our game, so to speak. We're not discouraged. We don't worry 
about the injustices that the world throws at Christians because we expect that to come. 
It's part of the hostility that they showed to Christ originally. If they crucified Christ, they 
are going to hate his disciples. They are going to be hostile to us. This is just to be 
expected and so John says, "Don't be surprised by that." Now, by way of contrast, he 
says, "Here's how you can know. Knowing that the world's attitude is like that toward 
Christians, here's how you can know that you have passed out of the death, the spiritual 
death of the world, into the eternal life in Christ." 

Verse 14, he says, "We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love 
the brethren. He who does not love abides in death." Notice the contrast that he's making 
here. It's a very clear, sharp, evident contrast. He says, "The world hates Christians. They 
hated Christ. Don't be surprised that they are going to hate you as well." Now, follow 
this, very important, he says, "Here's one of the ways that you can discern the reality of 
your own spiritual condition. If you love Christians, if you love the brethren, if you love 
those who name the name of Christ, if you love those who love the word of God and that 
is what bubbles up out of your life, what bubbles up out of your heart," he says, 
"understand what that is saying. What that is saying is that if you have affections for that 
which the world hates, then your life is manifesting the fact that you belong to a different 
realm. This realm of the world is hostile toward the church. If you find your life patterns, 
your life affections being such that you love those who are in the church, that you share 
affections with those who love Christ, who love the word of God, who love prayer, who 
love to be together, if that is what marks you, then you can know that you don't belong to 
this realm but you have passed out of that realm into the realm of eternal life."

Think about it this way, beloved: Christ loved the church and gave himself up for it. 
Those who belong to Christ are going to have a similar attitude toward those for whom he 
died. We're going to share the same affection, the same spirit of self-sacrifice for those 
that Christ gave his life for, we're going to gladly give our life for them as well because 
it's just flowing from the same fountain, the fountain of love, the fountain of love in the 
heart of God that caused him to send Christ into the world for sinners is going to be the 
same fountain that flows through our hearts for his people in our lives here today. We are 
joined together with Christ. We are bonded together with him. His life flows through our 
spiritual veins and therefore the attitude that marked his sacrifice for his people is going 
to mark us as well. It's the product of having the same life principle going through your 
spiritual veins, and that love shows that you have escaped condemnation; that love shows 
that you have been born again, born not from the world that hates Christians, born from 
the God who gave birth to them in the first place.

Turn over to the Gospel of John. We'll see this in the words of Jesus. John 5:24, where 
Jesus said, "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent 
Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into 
life." Notice what he says. What we're looking at here is we're seeing what it means to 
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pass out of death into life. Jesus says, "When that is true, you don't come into the 
judgment of God, you don't come into the judgment of God for your sins but you have 
passed out of that realm of judgment into the realm of eternal life." And that passage 
comes from hearing the word of God, hearing the Gospel, and believing in Christ for the 
salvation that he proclaims and calls people to, the salvation that is found in Christ alone.

Now, follow me here: what we're talking about as we speak about this love that marks the 
body of Christ, we're not talking about loving other Christians in order to earn eternal 
life, it's not that we love other Christians and that causes God to reward us with eternal 
life as though we somehow deserved it because we loved his people. That's not the case 
at all. What we're talking about here is that love is the effect, it's the effect of having been 
born from above. It's the effect of having the Spirit of Christ within you. You don't love 
Christians in order to get God to give you this gift of eternal life, God gives you the gift 
of eternal life and love flows out of your life as a result of that. It's the overflow, not the 
cause of being born again. Think about it this way: God gives you a new heart when 
you're born again; one of the attributes of that new heart is that you love the people of 
God.

Now, that has very practical ramifications and I want you to have a very clear eye of 
discernment on this because it's so common to hear people talk about the fact that they 
are a Christian but they don't want anything to do with the church. They like to say, "I'll 
worship God in my own way. I don't want anything to do with the hypocrites in the 
church. And so I'm a Christian but I don't want anything to do with the people of God." 
Understand that that is not true. You can't be a Christian like that. You're not a Christian 
like that. In saying those things to you gathered together here, I realize that I'm speaking 
to the choir, so to speak, but we need to have a clear understanding of what this means for 
association with the body of Christ. People who deliberately stand back from the church 
and who want nothing to do with being under the authority of the teaching of God's word, 
who don't want to share their lives with other Christians, those people who are like that 
are not Christians at all because God commands us, calls us to be together with believers 
and it's just a natural reaction of being a Christian that you want to be with Christians 
despite their lingering sins and imperfections and so this becomes a very clear defining 
mark of who is a Christian and who is not. People who reject the church are rejecting the 
very people that Christ himself died for. How can you claim to belong to Christ and reject 
the people for whom he died? That doesn't compute and that's why John is making the 
point here. In the light of those false teachers who had separated themselves from the 
people of God, John strengthens the true Christians to understand that reality that they 
were dealing with and he says there, look back at verse 14 with me, 1 John 3:14, he says, 
"This is one of the ways that you know that you have passed out of death into life, it's 
because you love the brethren." You have the same object of your heart affections that 
Christ did. You have a unity of affection for the same people that Christ did. This is how 
you know if you're a true Christian, you love other Christians. And he says at the end of 
verse 14, "He who does not love abides in death." If you don't have that abiding love for 
believers, whatever else you say about your spiritual condition, the truth is that you're 
abiding in the realm of death because true Christians love other Christians. This kind of 
love proves that you have eternal life.
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And he goes further than that, even. It's not just a negative statement. John doesn't give us 
room to be neutral and say, "Well, it's not that I hate them, I just don't want to be with 
them. I'll just kind of stay in the middle." John doesn't allow for even a neutral response. 
This kind of love that the Scripture describes requires an active response out of your life. 
There needs to be an active involvement, an active love for other Christians that in one 
way or another is manifesting over time in the course of your life, that you are engaged 
with the body of Christ. An indifferent heart is a sign of death as much as a hateful heart 
is.

Look at 1 John 3:15 where he says, "Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and 
you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him." Then verse 16, "We know 
love by this," pick up on the contrast that he's making there, "We know love by this, that 
He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren." He 
says hatred is the passion that leads to murder. The fact that others can't see hatred in 
your heart doesn't diminish the sin and so he says there in verse 15, "Everyone who hates 
his brother is a murderer," even if he doesn't commit the actual physical act of murder. 
But he's talking about hostility toward the body of Christ, a lack of involvement in the 
body of Christ and he says, "You know that anyone that is like that does not have eternal 
life abiding in him."

So what we can say is this: your life attitudes, the motivations of your heart toward the 
church over time, are a spiritual barometer of your spiritual health. People who are 
actively engaged in the life of the body of Christ are showing that they have a healthy 
spiritual life and that they are truly born again. People who come and go, people who 
stand at a distance, need to examine themselves to see whether they are truly in the faith 
or not because true Christians are going to love other true Christians. That's just the way 
it is and so the presence of the body of Christ and your involvement in the body of Christ 
is a barometer of the reality of your own spiritual life. We can't escape that. Christ loved 
himself and gave himself up for the church, then those who belong to him are going to 
have that same life principle motivating what they do. That's what John is telling us here.

So as we think about these things, many of you, most of you, should be greatly 
encouraged by what Scripture is saying here because you have manifested by your life, 
you have manifested by your involvement in this body and the involvement that you have 
with one another, you have shown that this spirit of love, this spirit of involvement, the 
spirit of caring for the people of God is real in your life and that's pointing you to a 
greater reality. That's what matters. It's pointing you to the greater reality that you belong 
to Christ and therefore you have passed out of condemnation into eternal life. And 
knowing that you have as your present possession the forgiveness of sin and the eternal 
life which God gives to his children, it allows you to walk through this world with joy, 
with confidence, with a sense of satisfaction and even with a sense of divine indifference 
to the hostility that the world shows to Christians. We can live a above that. We can live 
beyond it because we realize that we belong to a different realm, an eternal realm where 
the outcome is going to be blessedness in heaven with Christ forever. That's what love 
proves. Love proves that you belong to a different realm. If the world is hostile and you 
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love this realm of Christians, then obviously you don't belong to the world any longer and 
so our involvement and our commitment to the local body becomes an evidence of who 
we belong to. That's what love proves.

Now, secondly, what does love do? That's the question that I want to address now. What 
does love do? And John here at this point in his writings gets theological and he gets 
practical at the same time. I love this. Love proves that you have eternal life, the second 
point for this morning is that: love moves you to sacrifice. It moves you to sacrifice. It's 
so important for us to see that love is more than an emotion, love is more than some 
sentiment. The practice of love in the body of Christ is found in the spirit of actual self-
sacrifice, the self-sacrifice that motivated Christ. We sacrifice ourselves for one another. 
There is a commitment to meet the needs of one another in the body of Christ that is the 
expression and the definition of true love and John points to Christ as he makes this 
point. This is very powerful and I hope that somehow the Spirit of God will help us see 
the power of what he says here in verse 16 and the implications that it has for our 
relationships with one another.

Look at verse 16. He points to Christ as he says, "We know love by this," here's what 
love looks like, in other words, "that He," meaning Christ, "laid down His life for us; and 
we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren." He's pointing back to the example of 
Christ, he's pointing back to what Christ did for you and me and saying, "Here's how you 
understand what sacrifice looks like. Here's how you understand what love looks like. If 
you are a Christian, if you have received Christ, if you are the beneficiary of his active 
sacrifice on the cross on your behalf, then understand that that becomes the defining 
motivation for the way that you approach all of life." Christ loved us and gave himself up 
for us. He was not indifferent to our need, he undertook to sacrifice himself on our 
behalf. 

The Bible expresses this in other places. Turn to the book of Galatians 2:20. What I want 
you to see as we go through these passages is the link, the interlocking nature of the love 
of Christ for his church and what he did for them. Galatians 2:20. It's a long verse. Paul 
says, "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in 
me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God," watch 
this, "who loved me and gave Himself up for me." The fact that Christ loved you is 
shown by the fact that he gave himself up for you. And how did he give himself up for 
you? Follow it, think it all the way through: the act of Christ on the cross, the death of 
Christ on the cross, was not an abstract statement, it was not a meaningless act. In the 
death of Christ as you contemplate the death of Christ on your behalf, what you see when 
you think about, when you remember, when you read about Christ crucified for your sins, 
understand, beloved, understand that which should have power in your hearts, that should 
motivate all the way that you think and all of your affections toward God and toward his 
people is that on the cross, Christ was loving you and that love was expressed in the fact 
that he gave himself up for you. He voluntarily, deliberately, knowingly surrendered 
himself up to execution on a Roman cross because he knew full well that that was the 
only way that you would be delivered from your sins. That's what love does. Christ loved 
his church, he loved you before you were born. He acted for your salvation before you 
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were born and gladly, lovingly, freely and voluntarily, under no compulsion, no external 
compulsion, carried the cross to Calvary, submitted to the Roman nails, submitted to the 
hoisting up on the cross, submitted to the death, submitted to the pouring out of the wrath 
of God in his body which was for your sins, he gladly submitted to that. He gave himself 
up to all of that. Why? Because for reasons known only to his own divine mind, he loved 
you. He loved you and he gave himself up for you. Notice that it's a compound sentence. 
He loved you and he gave himself up for you. At a price of self-sacrifice never seen 
before and will never again be repeated, the ultimate sacrifice of the sinless Son of God 
for your sinful soul, that's what love looks like. 

Look back at verse 16 with me again, 1 John 3:16, with all of the perversions of love in 
our society around us, it is so blessedly joyful to be able to go to a pure fountain and 
drink about what pure love is really like. Verse 16, John says, "We know love by this, 
that He laid down His life for us." He did it for us, beloved. He did it for you and he did it 
for me. "He laid down His life for us," and therefore, notice the compound sentence 
again, there is something that flows out of that, there is an implication that flows out of 
that as we think about our lives here on earth and he says, "and," therefore you could say, 
"we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren." Christ laid down his life for us, we 
benefit from his death and resurrection and therefore just like Christ gave his life for 
them, we also will give our lives for the brethren as well.

Look at Ephesians 5:25. You see it stated there as well in Paul's familiar teaching about 
the husband and wife relationship. The implications of this go absolutely everywhere. 
This act of self-sacrifice by Christ defines the way that husbands and wives live together 
as well. Ephesians 5:25. I want you to see it again. "Husbands, love your wives, just as," 
there it is, "Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her." Husbands give 
themselves up for their wives because that's what Christ did for the church. Believers 
give themselves up for each other because that's what Christ did for the church. Our life 
together as a body of believers is defined by, the direction of life is defined by that which 
gave birth to us; it was defined by an act of self-sacrifice by Christ. He gave himself up 
for us. I wish there was some way that we could impress it more deeply in our hearts. I 
don't know how to do it except to take time to dwell on it. We have to remember, 
beloved, we have to start by remembering that we were in a position of deserving 
judgment. We were in a position of having no claim on the love and life of Christ 
whatsoever. We forfeited it all. The race of humanity forfeited every claim on God in the 
garden of Eden. You and I by our lives have confirmed our rejection of that through our 
own sin and rebellion against God throughout the course of our lives. We had no claim 
on him. You realize that, I know, but remember it, think more deeply about it: with no 
claim on Christ at all therefore solely by the spirit of love that is one of the hallmark 
attributes of God, Christ goes to the cross and gives himself up for you and me. That 
humbles us. That elevates Christ and makes him great, great, great! And we look on that 
and we say he did that for his people, he did that for me and therefore I want to follow in 
his footsteps and love his people as well. Love moves you to sacrifice. You're so 
overwhelmed by the generosity of Christ in giving his life for you that you want to give 
your life for his people as well. The same people that Christ gave himself up for are the 
people that you give yourself up for.
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What does that look like? Well, we've seen love in Christ and now we're going to see 
how love is seen in believers in verses 17 and 18, and what I love about this is how 
practical John makes it in verses 17 and 18. Let's look at those verses together, verses 17 
and 18. What does that love look like? He says we ought to lay down our lives for the 
brethren in verse 16, well, what does that look like in verse 17? It's surprisingly practical 
and it's surprisingly attainable even. He says in verse 17, "whoever has the world's goods, 
and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God 
abide in him? Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and 
truth." What he points us to is the simple idea that if you see a need, you meet a need in 
the body of Christ. It's not that you have to go out and become a martyr. Paul refutes that 
in 1 Corinthians 13. He says if you give your body to be burned but don't have love, it 
profits you nothing. So it's not about these great acts of self-sacrifice that would draw 
attention to yourself, it's seen in the simple acts of ministering to daily needs that you 
become aware of in the course of the body of Christ. Love is seen in our lives by doing 
specific acts of kindness to Christians in need. It's so simple. What I want you to see is 
that this passage isn't talking about what you give to a beggar on the street. It's not talking 
about that at all. It's talking about life in the body of Christ. It's talking about those for 
whom Christ died and gave himself up for.

So as you look at verse 17, he says, look at verse 17 with me again, he assumes that there 
are Christians who have provision and they see their brother in need who would benefit 
from that provision and he states it negatively at first, if you see that and knowing that 
Christ gave himself up for you and you see a brother in need and you say, "No, I won't 
give myself to that," he says, "How does the love of God abide in you if that's what is 
your attitude, if that's what your response is? Christ gave his life but you won't give of 
your goods?" he says. That doesn't compute and so he says in verse 18, he says, "Let's be 
practical in our love. Let's love with our deeds, not simply with word or with tongue."

I've been thinking about this back where we used to be, back in California, there was a 
seminary that was associated with the church and a lot of good things and a lot of good 
men come out of that seminary. I'm thankful for the training that I had at that seminary. 
But being in the body of Christ and also being involved with the seminary gave me an 
insight into the difference that you can find with this. Seminary students were great and 
they were often giving of themselves, I'm just speaking in general, not about particular 
individuals. But as a pastor back there, what I found was that when I really wanted to get 
something done, when there was a need that really needed to be met, I didn't go to the 
seminary students to have them meet the need, I would call on the widows in the church 
and say, "Look, there's somebody who needs help, can you help them?" "I've got it taken 
care of." And it would get done. With the seminary students, sometimes while they were 
so engaged in their studies, they often weren't able to translate that into specific practical 
deeds of mercy and you couldn't count on them in the same way that you could on the 
established saints in the church. Well, I say that and mention that simply by saying that 
this is what John is talking about. He's saying it's not about saying that you love 
somebody; it's not about verbalizing a love and a commitment to the Scriptures. He says, 
"This real love that I'm talking about here is shown out in practical deeds of love and 
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mercy that actually benefit someone in need." That's the practicality of love. It is shown 
in a real sacrifice, meeting a real need.

Turn over to the book of James. It's back just a couple of notches from where you're at in 
1 John. The Bible makes this point in other places as well. Chapter 2, verse 14 in the 
book of James, again, proving the reality of faith. He says, "What use is it, my brethren, if 
someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save him?" Verse 15, "If a 
brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and one of you says to 
them, 'Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,' and yet you do not give them what is 
necessary for their body, what use is that? Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being 
by itself." And all I want you to see, all I want you to see from that that the proof of faith 
is seen in these practical acts of meeting simple, basic, daily needs that you see come up 
in the body of Christ; that there is a spiritual significance when we meet those needs that 
come up in the body of Christ. There is a spiritual significance that says, "This act of 
giving is a reflection of the giving of Christ when he gave his life for us, gave his flesh up 
as the sacrifice for our sins, that smaller seemingly less significant act of giving up our 
worldly goods to meet a need within the body of Christ is a reflection of the great 
spiritual reality that you have been born again." So we embrace the ability, we embrace 
the opportunity to meet those needs because it's what God has appointed us to do. We 
give of our resources in grateful response to the one who gave his life for us. That's what 
John is teaching us here.

Beloved, I would say this. We talk about this in our own family a lot. We've talked about 
it a lot over the years with our kids, is that we've got to understand that love starts, this 
spirit of self-sacrifice, this spirit of giving, this willingness to meet the needs of others, it 
starts right at home. It starts right in the present circle of your existing relationships. It 
doesn't do any good for someone to say, "I want to go to Africa and be a missionary and 
love the people there," it doesn't do any good to have that mindset if you can't live this 
out in your own family. If you can't love your own family, then you're not going to love 
the people in Africa when you get there. Sooner or later the reality of who you are will 
catch up with you and the person you are here in America will become the person you are 
when you get overseas. The only point there being that when you say, "Okay, how do I 
apply this? How do I work it out?" Look at your present circle of relationships, those are 
the people that God has given to you. Sometimes at great personal sacrifice, God has 
given you people to serve, people to love, and that is where God has given you, that is the 
realm that God has given you to live this out. Don't think about it as something out there, 
say, "Who is in my life now?" and realize that that's the realm where this is to be played 
out in your life.

One last passage that I want to bring your attention to, 1 Corinthians 13, the great passage 
in the Bible on love. What I want you to see here from 1 Corinthians 13 is simply that 
these acts of love flow from a transformed heart that shows forth the fruit of the Holy 
Spirit. It's not simply a mechanical dispensing of a material good to someone but that it 
flows from a heart that is transformed by the work of the Holy Spirit. 1 Corinthians 13, 
beginning in verse 4 where the Apostle Paul said, "Love is patient, love is kind and is not 
jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not 

Page 9 of 11



seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not 
rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails." Let me state it this way as we come 
to our close here, love does not begrudge the sacrifice. Love doesn't resent the giving. 
Love loves to love. Love loves to give. 

John Stott summarized the entire passage this way, the entire passage 11 through 18. 
Turn back to 1 John with me for just a moment, 1 John 3. As we kind of pull all of this 
together and see the totality of what John is saying here in this passage, remember that he 
had started in verses 11 and 12 talking about Cain, talking about how Cain killed his 
brother Abel and then he moves on and talks about how Christ gave up his life for the 
church. Hatred versus love. Cain versus Christ. Murder versus life. And you start to say, 
"How does this all fit together?" Well, what I want you to see is that this all comes 
together in seeing the very nature of the different realms in which men move and John 
Stott summarized it this way, he says, "Hatred characterizes the world. The world's 
prototype is Cain who killed his brother. It originates in the devil." Look at verse 12 with 
me again. "Cain was of the evil one and slew his brother." And so it originates in the 
devil, it issues in murder and it is an evidence of spiritual death. The hatred and violence 
of the world is evidence of its spiritual death and you can trace it all the way back 
through Cain all the way back to the devil who instigated it in the first place. That's the 
realm of the world. To say that we love Christ and that we love his brethren is to say that 
we have been delivered out of that realm into a different realm. What can we say about 
that realm, the realm of the church? Stott puts it this way, he says, "Love characterizes 
the church. Our prototype is Christ. This love originates in God, it issues in self-sacrifice, 
and it is evidence of eternal life." The way that we live speaks to the realm in which we 
belong.

Well, beloved, if you're like me, this passage is convicting. I'm mindful of how far short I 
fall of the spirit of self-sacrifice that Christ leads us in. And if that's you, if you're like me 
and you're convicted by this, we respond first by simply confessing our sins, confessing 
that we fall short in this, trusting that he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. But you move beyond that, beloved, move 
beyond that and say, "Okay, having confessed our sins, let me look at my relationships," 
let you look at your relationships. "Where is it that I can manifest this? What are the 
opportunities that God has given me to show self-sacrificial love?" Thank him for it and 
then in the Spirit of Christ, confident of his ongoing spiritual provision, live out the love 
that manifests the love that moved Christ to die for your sins.

Let's pray together.

Our Father, as we look at these principles of love, we realize that love really did 
originate with you. We see love manifested perfectly in the person of Christ. We are the 
beneficiaries of the love of Christ in the forgiveness of our sins. Lord, we pray now that 
having been born again, having been born into that realm of love, that love would mark 
our own individual lives and that it would mark this body as we move forward. Father, 
for those in our midst who have undertaken significant sacrifice on behalf of others, 
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sacrifices within their family or within their realm of relationships, we pray, Father, that 
the reality of this passage and what this passage speaks to would bring great joy to their 
hearts even in the midst of the difficulty of the sacrifice; that you would bring great joy in  
realizing that this act of self-sacrifice is a mark of the reality of the love of Christ 
operating in their hearts, it's a mark that they have passed out of condemnation into life, 
out of death into life and, Father, that it is therefore that which gives them a sense of joy 
and assurance that they belong to you and that you have done a work in their heart and it  
is manifested by the way that they are living their lives. Father, help our church as we 
move forward into 2013, as we move forward into the future that you have appointed for 
us. God, help us to be a people marked by a willingness to give, a willingness to sacrifice  
on behalf of one another in a way that would be a testimony inside and outside of our 
body that the Spirit of God dwells here; that the Spirit of Christ is active in animating 
our lives, Father, not for our sake but so that we might become a people that gives glory 
to you by manifesting the loving sacrificial spirit that Christ first showed to us. We pray 
in Jesus' name. Amen.

You have been listening to Pastor Don Green from Truth Community Church. For more 
information about our ministry including Pastor Don's blog and our location and service 
times, please visit us at truthcommunitychurch.com. You will also find Don's sermon 
library where you can download free messages on many biblical passages and topics. 
This message is copyrighted by Don Green. All rights reserved.
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