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Thy Will Be Done – Part 4 in the Lord’s Prayer 
Sermon 18 in the Matthew Series 

 
Matthew 6:10 

 

Intro: 

 

 

I.  How is the Will of God Performed in Heaven? 
 

 Hebrews 12:22-23 -- But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God,  

  the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels, to the general  

  assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in  heaven, to God the  

  Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect, 

 

 God’s will is done perfectly in heaven. 
 It is done willingly, cheerfully, promptly, faithfully, diligently. Humbly, and constantly – 

 with all the concern for God’s glory – and none of the glory going to the creature. 

  

 We desire it His will to be done on earth, by ourselves, and by others,  just  

 as it is perfectly done in Heaven. 

 

 

 

II.  Understanding God’s Will 
 

 A.   We pray, “thy will be done” but we need to understand unconverted  

  men cannot mean this unless God changes their heart. 

 
  Romans 8:6-8 -- 6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually  

  minded is life and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it  

  is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 8 So then, those who are in the 

  flesh cannot please God. 

 

 

 B.  For the Christian can pray this prayer -- there is a theological aspect of  

  this that must be understood.   

 

   

 C.  We can talk about 2 aspects of “God’s will” 

 

1. God’s decretive will – (or His secret will)  
 

2. God’s prescriptive will – (or His revealed will). 

These are the commands and the things He has told us to do from His Word. 
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Deut. 29:29 -- The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which are 

revealed belong unto us and to our children forever,  that we may do all the words of this law. 

 

 

 D.  The fatal flaw with the “perfect will” and “permissive will” of God  

  doctrine is -- it is man-centered. 

 
  Christian Liberty teaches us – if there are equally moral and right choices –  

  we can with confidence pursue a path – knowing God can change the path by  

  opening and closing doors – according to HIS will – but He wants us to use our  

  brains and our ingenuity – to His glory. 

  

   
  See LBCF Chapter 3  (page 672 of our hymnal) 

 

 

III.  What Are we saying when we Pray, “Thy Will be Done?” 
 

 A.  We are praying that the Revealed Will of God be obeyed. 

 

   

 Psalm 119:1, 9-12, 15-16,  33-37,  65-68, 89-90, 97-105, 113, 129-130  

   

 B.  We are praying that God’s Secret Will be accepted by us.   
 

  We are talking about submission to the will of God. 

  Can you say, like the hymn writer, “It is well with my soul?” 

 

 

 

 C.  We are praying that men would come to faith and repentance.  
 

  Mark 1:15 “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand.  

   Repent, and believe in the gospel.”  

   
  Acts 20:20-21 – “I kept back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you,  

   and taught you publicly and from house to house, testifying to Jews,  

   and also to Greeks, repentance toward God and faith toward our  

   Lord Jesus Christ.” 

  


