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[Sunday, November 13, 2016]  The Church Series, The Origin of the Church, Part 1 
– Craig Thurman 
 
The New Testament church is the Lord Jesus Christ’s church.  He originated the 
church.  He is the Head and Savior of the church.  He has absolute authority over 
His church.  A church has no authority of its own.  Its government, doctrine, and 
practice constitute her commission.  This is the true, New Testament church of 
Jesus Christ. 
 

The Origin of the New Testament Church 
  
The doctrine of the origin of the church   1.  in the Old Testament;  2.  on the day 
of Pentecost;  3.  by Jesus Christ. 

 
In Christendom there are three main thoughts which come to mind regarding the 
origin of the Lord’s New Testament church.  The first thought is that the church 
began in the Old Testament. 
 

The Origin of the Church in the Old Testament? 
 

Ac 7:38  This is he (Moses), that was in the church in the wilderness with the 
angel which spake to him in the mount Sina, and with our fathers: who 
received the lively oracles to give unto us … 
 

Moses was in the church in the wilderness.  To make this say that this is the same 
kind of church as that which exists today is an error.  The church of Israel and the 
church of the New Testament are not the same.  The first, the church of Israel, is 
comprised almost completely of Israelites, to whom was given what is now called 
the old covenant.  It is a conditional covenant.  As long as national Israel abides by 
the terms of this covenant and receive in their bodies the mark of circumcision, 
they shall be blessed by God, and be a blessing to the other nations.  So, this 
congregation has a land grant, a moral, political, and religious code which governs 
them to this day though the greater part of national Israel continues in the 
unbelief that Jesus is the Christ of God.   
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The second, the church of the New Testament, have been given an unconditional, 
new covenant through Christ’s blood, to which both Israelites and gentiles are 
brought into by faith.  In this there is in this no national distinction or boundary, 
or peculiar land grant.  Rather, the saints of the churches shall be glorified at the 
coming of their Lord Jesus to rule and reign over the earth for a millennium, and 
after this, in a new heaven and on a new earth forever and ever.   
 
It is a great error to make the terms of these old and new covenants, and the 
people to which these relate to mean both one and the same thing. The church of 
Israel and the church of the New Testament are not the same entities at all. 
  
Let us consider what our Lord Jesus said concerning the church of the New 
Covenant.   
 

Mt 16:18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I 
will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

 
Our Lord Jesus said that He would build His church.  By that He is not denying the 
reality of the church, the congregation of Israel, in the wilderness.  But He means 
that what he builds is not what previously existed.  I will build is translated from 
the verb oi]kodomh<sw.  oi]kodomh<sw is a 1ps. fut. ind. act. of oi]kodome<w,  I will 

build … my church.  There are only two other instances where this verb appears.  
It is always used with reference to a new building as opposed to that which 
already stood.  

 
Mr 14:58  We heard him say, I will destroy this temple that is made 
with hands, and within three days I will build another made without 
hands. 
 
Lu 12:18  And he (a certain rich man) said, This will I do: I will pull 
down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my 
fruits and my goods. 
 

The old temple of His body and the new body after His resurrection were 
not the same.  The old barns and the new barns were not the same.  And 
the Old Testament church and the N.T. church are not the same. 
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So, while there was a church in the wilderness in the Old Testament, which 
is national Israel (and she still exists), there is another church of the New 
Testament, which is the church of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
The English word church is never used in the KJV Old Testament Scriptures, but it 
is found once in the LXX, English translation. 

 
Ps 22:22  (21:22) I will declare thy name to my brethren: in the midst 
of the church (KJV, congregation) will I sing praise to thee. (cf. 
He.2.12) 
 

The Greek e]kklhsi<a which is translated church in the N.T., is found a number of 

times in the LXX.  But in the LXX, and in the Hebrew equivalent, verb lhaQA, qahal, 

and noun lhAqA, qahal, what is referred to by these words is much more broadly 

defined than we find in the New Testament Scriptures.  For example, 
 

e]kklhsi<a/e]kklhsia<zein (noun/verb) 

Le.8.3  assemble the whole congregation 
Nu.20.8 call the assembly 
Deu.4.10 day of the assembly 
Deu.4.10 gather the people 
Deu.23.1 assembly of the Lord 
Deu.31.12 having assembled the people, the men, and the woman, and  

the children, and the children 
Deu.31.28 Gather together to me the heads of your tribes, and your  

elders, and your judges, and your officers … 
Deu.31.30 the whole assembly 
Jud.21.5 Who of all the tribes of Israel, went not up in the congregation  

to the Lord? 
Jud.21.8 … behold, no man came to the camp from Jabis Galaad to the  

assembly. 
1Sa 17:47   And all this assembly (referring to whole battlefield of warriors  

of Israel and the Philistines) shall know that the Lord delivers 
not by sword or spear … 

1Sa 19:20   And Saul sent messengers to take David, and they saw the  
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assembly of the prophets … 
1Ki 8:14   And the king {1 } turned his face, and the king blessed all Israel,  

(and the whole assembly of Israel stood:) … 
1Ki 8:22  And Solomon stood up in front of the altar before all the  

congregation of Israel … 
1Ki 8:65   And Solomon kept the feast in that day, and all Israel with him,  

even a great assembly from the entering in of Hemath to the 
river of Egypt, before the Lord our God in the house which he 
built … 

 
For at least a total of 85 verses this is what we find. 

 
In the Old Testament this assembly, e]kklhsi<a/e]kklhsia<zein (noun/verb), 

can reference men of Israel, the whole congregation of Israel, the 
congregated at a battlefield, a certain assembly for a certain occasion, to 
elders, princes, men, women, children, and strangers gathered at that 
moment, to the tribes of Israel, to the dead, to evil doers, and so forth.  So, 
because of this usage the Hebrew and LXX Greek use the sense of assembly 
in a looser sense than the N.T. does.  The N.T. e]kklhsi<a, of the 114 times it 

is found, only twice is it used beyond the scope of the N.T. church.   
 

Ac 7:38  This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness with the 
angel which spake to him in the mount Sina, and with our fathers: 
who received the lively oracles to give unto us: 
Acts 19.41  And when he had thus spoken, he dismissed the 
[unlawful] assembly. [of the citizens of the city of Ephesus.] 

 
The Greek use of the word e]kklhsi<a in the New Testaement is much more 

defined than it is in the O.T.  The church referenced in the O.T. is not the same as 
the church of the New Testament.  That said,  it also does not mean that the New 
Testament church has replaced Israel.  They are simply not the same. 

 
The Origin of the Church at Pentecost? 

 
The second thought is that the church began at Pentecost.  This teaching says that 
the church was born in the account given in the second chapter of the book of 
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Acts.  So, we want to investigate the claims of some which say that the church 
was born on the day of Pentecost?  Along with this thought, if this was not the 
day of the church’s origin or birth, then what was this day? 
  

Acts 2.1 ¶  And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all 
with one accord in one place. 
2  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty 
wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 
3  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat 
upon each of them. 
4  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with 
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 
 

Who are they which are with one accord in one place?   
 

Acts 1.15 ¶  And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, 
and said, (the number of names together were about an hundred and 
twenty,) … 
 

Peter is one among a number of about 120 disciples.   
 
Present are the apostles, the mention of woman (particularly naming Mary, the 
mother of our Lord Jesus), and Jesus’ brothers (which were born of Mary after the 
birth of her firstborn child, Jesus), there are the two who were on the road to 
Emmaus, one of whom is named Cleopas (Lk.24.13, 18), and the greater of part of 
whom we know nothing.  Who are these people?  Here they are all collectively 
called disciples. 
 
These are they to whom Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would come.  These 
are the same upon whom the Holy Spirit descends on the day of Pentecost in 
chapter two of Acts.  These received this power, the ability, the capability (Greek, 
du<namin) to witness of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  We read that they 

numbered about an 120, until the event that occurred on the day of Pentecost.  
But after these gave their testimony of Christ, as they were in the temple that 
day, there were added to them about 3000 souls.  So, are we told what this group 
of 120 disciples are called to which were added about 3000 souls?   
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Ac 2:47  … And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. 
 

Doesn’t that mean that the 3000 souls were added to the church which 
numbered at about 120?  Doesn’t that tell us that the church existed before the 
day of Pentecost?  To increase what exists is correct.  What does not exist cannot 
be increased.  One added to one = two.  Two is an increase by addition.  But one 
added to zero is still one.  There is no increase.  5,000, 50,000, 5,000,000 added to 
zero still equals the same.  There is no way to increase that which is not.  So, 
concerning the 120, if the 120 were a church after Pentecost, then we must at 
least confess that it could have been a church before Pentecost.  To any honest, 
biblically-minded person, haven’t we at the least opened the door to this 
possibility? 
 
Now, did our Lord Jesus make any other acknowledgements of the church 
previous to the day of Pentecost?  I believe that He did.  Previous to Pentecost the 
Lord Jesus instructed the disciples on the matter of settling offenses. 
 

Mt.18.15 ¶  Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell 
him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast 
gained thy brother. 
16  But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in 
the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. 
17  And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he 
neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a 
publican. 
 

This would lead us to conclude the reality of the church’s presence during the 
time of our Lord’s personal, bodily presence.  Next, the issue of setting, 
appointing, making servants for the church requires that the church first exists.   
 

1Co 12:28  And God hath set  
 

e@qeto, 3ps. aor. ind. mid. of ti<qhmi; KJV, put, purpose, hath made, 

hath set, hath appointed. 
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some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, 
after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of 
tongues. 

 
By the Word of God the pattern is that first there is a group of disciples, then of 
those disciples the apostles, and other servants, are called out, as we shall see. 
For the moment read,  

 
Lu 6:12  And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain 
to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God. 
13  And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples: and of them he 
chose twelve, whom also he named apostles; 
… 
17  And he came down with them, and stood in the plain, and the company 
of his disciples, and a great multitude of people out of all Judaea and 
Jerusalem, and from the sea coast of Tyre and Sidon, which came to hear 
him, and to be healed of their diseases; 

 
Again, what are these disciples called to whom these servants are appointed to 
serve?  … the church … God hath set some in the church … 
 
To this let us consider the prophesy of Psalm 22.22.   
 

Ps 22:22 ¶  I will declare thy name unto my brethren: in the midst of 
the congregation will I praise thee. 

 
He.2.12  Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the 
midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee. 

 
The prophesy of Ps.22.22 provides two proofs for the church’s pre-Pentecostal 
origin.  First, there are the brethren to whom Jesus would reveal the Heavenly 
Father.  The Psalm reads, ‘I will declare thy name unto my brethren.’ That this 
occurred prior to the day of Pentecost is certain.  The Lord Jesus in his 
intercessory prayer said, 
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Jn.17.6 ¶  I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me 
out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have 
kept thy word. 
 
Joh 17:26  And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that 
the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them. 
 

No one revealed the Heavenly Father to men until the Son of God, Jesus the Christ 
came.  No one.  And He revealed the Father to His brethren, the disciples during 
his earthly ministry, which was before Pentecost.  Jesus began revealing His 
Father to those disciples during His earthly ministry.  Those to whom Jesus 
revealed the Father are none other than His church. 
 
Second, the record of our Lord singing in the church is an important detail, often, 
overlooked. This record has a purpose for being given in the Word of God. 
  

Mt 26:30  And when they (that is, Jesus and the 11 apostles) had 
sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives. 
 
Mr 14:26  And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the 
mount of Olives. 

 
So we have at least three facts which substantiate the existence of the church 
prior to the day of Pentecost.  First, the issue of settling offenses.  Second, Christ’s 
revealing the Father to his brethren.  And, third, our Lord singing in the midst of 
the church.  Clearly, the church’s origin predated the day of Pentecost. 
 
What happened on the day of Pentecost? 
For some clarity, what happened on the day of Pentecost?  Pentecost is the day 
that the church received her power, du<namij, to witness of Jesus Christ in His 

absence.   
 

Lk.24.49  And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry 
(2ppl. aor. imper. kati<sate, sit down) ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye 

be endued (e]ndu<shsqe, 2ppl. aor. subj. mid; ye should become clothed) 

with power (du<namin, ability, capability) from on high. 
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Acts 1.4  And, being assembled together  
                             mingling himself 
 

sunalizo<menoj, nom. sing. masc. part. pres. mid. of sunali<zw; 

sun with, together +  a[li<zw, salt; mingling himself)  

 
with them (just before His ascension), commanded them that they should  
 
 
not depart from Jerusalem, but wait       for 
                                                         wait concerning 
 

perime<nein, pres. infin. of perime<nw, peri< about, around, 

concerning  +  me<nw, to abide (see above, katame<nw); wait about, 

wait concerning. 
 
the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 
5  For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost not many days hence. 
… 
8  But ye shall receive power (du<namin, ability, capability), after that the 

Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth. 

 
What do we know?  It was the church that was gathered at the ascension of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, which first received the commission at the authority, e]cousi<a, 

the right, e]cousi<a, of the Lord Jesus Christ. (cf. Mt. 28.18-20, All power 

[e]cousi<a] is given unto me … Go; Mk.16.15; Lk.24.46-48), Then at Pentecost that 

very same church received the power, du<namij, to do it.  Christ Himself 

commissioned these disciples, and the Holy Spirit empowered. 
  
The distinctions between that which was given to the church at Christ’s ascension 
and that which was given to the church at Pentecost are the differences between 
authority and power, and right and ability.  On the day of Pentecost the church 
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received the power or ability to act upon the commission that was delivered to 
her by the authority or right of Jesus Christ on the day of His ascension.  
 

Listen, churches don’t pass on authority to other churches.  Jesus Christ is 
the one said to have the authority.  Someone, anyone, show where the 
church has this authority.  Cite a single book, chapter, or verse.  How 
important it is to understand this. Many fine brethren in the Lord err on 
this point, and break fellowship from others for their their biblical stance.  
Cease with saying that the church has authority.  No!  What saith the 
Scriptures?  In Jesus’ own words we read, All power, authority is given unto 
me … And it is on this authority that churches go forward, not because 
another church has transferred authority to them.  Church can’t authorize 
or de-authorize churches, though they sure try.  Christ has reserved this 
authority to Himself.  

 
In light of the testimony of Scripture, it is correct to say that the church had its 
origination, its birth, its existence prior to the day of Pentecost by Jesus Christ 
Himself.  What difference does this make?  First of all, it is the truth.  Second, it 
gives clarity between what is a true church and what might not be a true church.  
Every truth understood and applied makes it that much more easy to prove the 
genuineness of a church. Third, our government, doctrines and practices are 
affected by how perceive this truth.  It regulates how we conduct ourselves, 
whether we act as legislators or executors.  Does a church make laws or follow 
laws?  A true church follows the commandments of Christ and she has no 
authority to add to or take away from the His law. 

 
Jesus Christ our Lord Originated His Church 

 
And the third thought is that Jesus personally began His church when he 
presented Himself to Israel as the Messiah of God. The church has a beginning at 
some point in time.  We should be able to prove it.  John said, 
 

Jn.1.19 ¶  And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and 
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou? 
20  And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ. 
… 
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31  And I knew him not: but that he should be made manifest to Israel, 
therefore am I come baptizing with water. 
… 
34  And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God. 

 
Now, reading on, we find that some disciples begin to follow the Lord.  
 

Jn.1.35  Again the next day after John stood, and two of his (meaning 
John’s) disciples; 
36  And looking upon Jesus as he (John) walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb 
of God! 
37 ¶  And the two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. 
38  Then Jesus turned, and saw them following, and saith unto them, What 
seek ye? They said unto him, Rabbi, (which is to say, being interpreted, 
Master,) where dwellest thou? 
39  He saith unto them, Come and see. They came and saw where he dwelt, 
and abode with him that day: for it was about the tenth hour. 
40  One of the two which heard John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, 
Simon Peter’s brother. 
41  He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have 
found the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ. 
 
Lu 5:10  And so was also James, and John (astonished at the haul of fishes 
that they had taken in at the bidding of the Lord), the sons of Zebedee, 
which were partners with Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from 
henceforth thou shalt catch men. 
11  And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and 
followed him. 
 

Now, these that we recognize as apostles are at the moment disciples of the Lord, 
and not apostles.  We read this texty in Luke chapter 6 earlier,  but we need to 
consider it again at this place.  
 

Lk.6.12 ¶  And it came to pass in those days, that he [Jesus] went out into a 
mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God. 
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13  And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples (the whole group 
of his followers): and of them (notice that, of them) he chose twelve, whom 
also he named apostles;  
 

So there were more than 12 disciples.  Now, remember the Scripture about 
setting in the church first apostles?  

 
1Co 12:28  And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily 
prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, 
governments, diversities of tongues. 

 
So, this shows that before the apostles were appointed to the church  that the 
church already existed.  And here we have the names of those who were called 
out from the midst of the disciples to serve as apostles that were  

 
Lk.6.14  Simon, (whom he also named Peter,) and Andrew his brother, 
James and John, Philip and Bartholomew, 
15  Matthew and Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon called 
Zelotes, 
16  And Judas the brother of James, and Judas Iscariot, which also was the 
traitor. 
17  And he came down with them (the twelve apostles), and stood in the 
plain, and the company of his disciples,  
 

What is this but the whole congregation of the His church? The apostles are His, 
and the company of the disciples are identified as His own.  These are all His.  This 
is His church. 
 

What do we know about churches and their origination?  Where two or 
three are gathered together, Jesus is in their midst.   

 
Mt 18:20  For where two or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them. 
  

Lk.6.17 … and a great multitude of people … 
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That is, this refers to all of those which had no association with the Lord and His 
church  

 
 … out of all Judaea and Jerusalem, and from the sea coast of Tyre and 
Sidon, which came to hear him, and to be healed of their diseases … 
 

Jesus had originated His church and called out twelve of them from among the 
disciples, and appointed them to the church’s apostolic office. The appointment 
of the apostles to serve among the disciples demands that the church was in 
existence during our Lord’s earthly ministry and prior to the Day of Pentecost.  
There must first be an organization established before officers are appointed to it. 
  
And so, I believe that the Scriptures teach that, as we have briefly shown under 
the third thought, that the New Testament church was originated and built by 
Jesus Christ Himself.  That is correct doctrine on the origination of the church. 
Churches whose doctrine is correct concerning the origin of the church are more 
easily identifiable as true, than those which do not hold this doctrine correctly. 
 
 


