
LAW VERSUS GRACE (18) 
 
For the Apostle Paul, everything in one’s relationship to God was clearly based on grace and not 
law.  Paul preached grace, wrote grace and defended grace.  He also opposed law and saw the 
two systems as contrary to each other (i.e. Gal. 2:16).  The dominant theme of his message was 
grace.  His epistles are filled with it.  Very often he will open and close a letter with this theme 
(I Cor. 1:3/16:23; II Cor. 1:2/13:14; Gal. 1:3/6:18; Eph. 1:2/6:24; Philip. 1:2/4:23; Col. 1:2/ 
4:18; I Thess. 1:1/5:28; II Thess. 1:2/3:18; I Tim. 1:2/6:21; II Tim. 1:2/4:22; Titus 1:4/3:15; 
Phil. 1:3/25). 
 
In tracking his grace theme throughout his epistles, it is clear that he saw God’s grace in  
providing salvation (II Cor. 6:1) , electing people to salvation (Eph. 1:2, 4; I Thess. 1:1, 4), 
developing His people (II Cor. 4:15), directing His people (Gal. 1:15), protecting His people, 
caring for His people (II Cor. 1:8-11), giving grace gifts (the word “gift” is a form of the word 
grace) to His people (I Cor. 12:4, 9, 18, 30, 31) and using His people (I Cor. 3:10; 15:10;  
II Cor. 4:15) even when they are hurting (II Thess. 1:12; II Cor. 12:9).  He believed that all 
spirituality was found by trusting in God’s grace, not ourselves or our works (II Cor. 1:12).  
When he spoke of giving money to the Lord’s work, he talked about that as being part of the 
grace of God system (II Cor. 8:1, 4, 6-9, 19; 9:8-9). 
 
However, when one comes to Galatians and Romans, Paul clearly and theologically shows the 
sharp contrasts between law and grace (Gal. 2:21).  To preach a righteousness on the basis of 
anything but grace is to tamper with the cross-work of Jesus Christ and to actually preach 
another gospel (Gal. 1:6-7).  This is not just a slight difference of theological opinion; to 
combine O.T. law into N.T. grace is a perversion of grace that severs you from the grace system 
(Gal. 5:4). 
 
In Romans, Paul specifically says we stand in grace (Rom. 5:1-2).  It is a free gift (3:24; 5:15). 
By faith in Jesus Christ, you are justified and you stand in the grace system.  Later, Paul clearly 
shows the believer has been set free from the law (Rom. 6:14; 7:6).  In Ephesians, Paul 
actually refers to a specific dispensation or household stewardship called “God’s grace” 
(Eph. 3:2, 7), which was not known in other time periods (Eph. 3:5). 
 
Paul is truly the apostle who develops God’s truth pertaining to the Grace Age.  As Dr. Ryrie 
says, “The church owes to the Apostle Paul the preeminence given in the New Testament to the 
concept of grace” (The Grace of God, p. 44). 
 
(Category #4) - Grace in Hebrews. 
 
The book of Hebrews was written as a warning to those who had backslidden in the faith system 
and were compromising with O.T. Judaism.  It is a book that is designed to show the superiority 
of Jesus Christ and faith in Him.  The word “grace” only appears seven times in the book, but it 
is presented in “regal splendor” (Heb. 4:16).  The throne of God is said to be a throne of grace. 
The Christian life is said to be a growth process in grace (Heb. 12:15).  It is specifically said that 
we must move away from strange teachings of legalism to be strengthened in grace (Heb. 13:9). 
Spirituality is not by legalistic ritual, but by blossoming in grace.  In fact, one of the sharpest 
contrasts between law and grace shows up in the book of Hebrews (Heb. 12:18-24). 



LAW VERSUS GRACE (19) 
 
(Category #5) - Grace in the General Epistles. 
 
With the exception of I Peter, the use of the word “grace” is very sparse in the General Epistles. 
James only uses the word twice and both times are in the same verse–James 4:6.  He did teach 
that it was God who caused us to be born again and that this was a gift from Him (James 1:17-
18).  But James does not develop the doctrine of the grace of God. 
 
It is I Peter that really develops the doctrine of grace in the General Epistles.  In fact, Peter says 
this is why he actually wrote the book of I Peter–I Peter 5:12.  Peter is very Pauline in his 
approach to God’s grace system (1:13).  In II Peter, he uses the word twice (1:2 and 3:18), in 
which he specifically challenges believers to grow in the grace system. 
 
There is no use of the word in I John or III John  and the word only shows up in the greeting in  
II John 3.  If we date the Gospel of John as John’s last written work, God used him to present 
the grace system as it specifically related to His life on earth (I John 1:14, 16-17). 
 
In Jude, the word grace shows up in verse 4 and it is used to describe the entire New Testament 
Grace Age system that includes salvation and lifestyle. 
 
In observing these various categories of the use of “grace” in the New Testament it is very 
obvious when “rightly dividing” Scripture that this dispensation of grace was not the primary 
intent in the Synoptics; it was emerging in Acts, it was fully developed by Paul in his epistles 
and was not the primary focus of the General Epistles. 
 
We may conclude based on what Paul says in Gal. 1:12; 15-18 and Eph. 3:2-3 that shortly after 
God stopped Paul on the road to Damascus and saved Him (Acts 9:1-22), Paul disappears into 
Arabia and was taught this grace system by Jesus Christ Himself. 
 
He was the apostle singled out by God to reveal the dispensational system known as the Grace of 
God.  As we have said, grace is seen all throughout Scripture, but Grace, as a specific dispensa-
tion, begins at the cross of Christ and will end at the Rapture of the Church and this system is 
fully developed by the writings of Paul. 
 
As we said, Grace is the Divine Governmental system of God, which begins at the death of Jesus 
Christ and will end at the Rapture of the Church, which is totally focused on the unearned and 
undeserved kindness and favor of God toward sinners in providing salvation and in sustaining 
salvation for those totally unworthy and undeserving of it. 
 
When we truly embrace the Grace system and move away from the law system, it will do several 
things for the believer: 
 
1) It will make you more humble. 
2) It will develop your love for God. 
3) It will enrich your worship. 
4) It will encourage your evangelism. 


