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Colossians 1:24-25 

Now I rejoice in my sufferings for 

your sake, and in my flesh I am 

filling up what is lacking in Christ’s 

afflictions for the sake of his body, 

that is, the church, of which I became 

a minister according to the 

stewardship from God that was given 

to me for you, to make the Word of 

God fully known  
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Colossians 1:26-27 

The mystery hidden for ages and 

generations but now revealed to his 

saints. To them God chose to make 

known how great among the Gentiles 

are the riches of the glory of this 

mystery, which is Christ in you, the 

hope of glory. 
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Colossians 1:28-29 

Him we proclaim, warning everyone and 

teaching everyone with all wisdom, that 

we may present everyone mature in 

Christ. For this I toil, struggling with all 

his energy that he powerfully works 

within me. 
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A Biblical Perspective of Ministry 
V23 (gospel) of which I, Paul, became a minister (Acts 9) 

• Minister (διάκονος/diakonos/deacon)-a waiter, one who 

serves food and drinks. Servant (lowly position) (John 13) 

• Although most of us are not called vocationally into ministry, 

all of us are ministers (servants) of the gospel (Jesus Christ) 

in some aspect  

– We have all been called to the great commission (Matt 28) 

– We have all been called to the local church (gifts 1 Cor 12, 

Rom 12) 

– Although there may be uniqueness to our role, calling and 

sphere of ministry; there is consistency for all of us in the 

joy, suffering, message and goal of ministry 
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Suffering in Ministry 
V24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am 
filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, 

that is, the church 

What does Paul mean “in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in 
Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body”? 

• The immediate context shows Paul is not referring to Christ’s redemptive 
suffering on the cross to be lacking (1:14, 22) 

– V14 (Son) in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins  

– V22 He (Christ) has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to 
present you holy, & blameless & above reproach 

• Greater context: Col 2:13-14, John 19:30, Heb. 10:11-14, 1 John 4:10 

What is the suffering Paul is referring to? 

• John 15:18-21 If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it 
hated you. 19If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; 
but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 
therefore the world hates you. 20Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A 
servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also 
persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. 21But all 
these things they will do to you on account of my name, because they do not 
know him who sent me. (Matthew 5:10-12) 
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Suffering in Ministry 
2 Corinthians 1:5 For as we share abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, so 

through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too. 

Romans 8:17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs 

with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be 

glorified with him. 

Philippians 3:10 that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, 

and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death 

Galatians 6:17 From now on let no one cause me trouble, for I bear on 

my body the marks of Jesus. 

As the body of Christ (Jesus being at right hand of Father), we share in his 

sufferings and thus fill up what is lacking in that we receive the affliction 

directed towards him when we proclaim him 

• God has chosen for the church to represent Christ to the lost world 

(proclaiming the gospel), and to do so through suffering (as Christ did)  

• Phil 2:30 (Epaphroditus) for he nearly died for the work of Christ, 

risking his life to complete what was lacking in your service to me 
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Attitude (Joy) in Ministry 
V24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake 

Our understanding of who Jesus is, what He accomplished and who we 
are in Him, will determine our attitude in our ministry (service) 

• V15-18 Paul showed who Jesus is, v19-22 what He accomplished and 
who we are in Him 

• In knowing these truths, Paul joyfully gives his life (bondservant) & 
suffers, to proclaim Christ (bc He is worthy, & that others might know)  

 

In suffering affliction for the sake of Christ (not because we are rude), do 
we have joy?  

Philippians 1:29 For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ 
you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake 

Acts 5:41 Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they 
were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 

• Ministry (service) of the gospel is a responsibility and a privilege  

• The joy is in who we are in Christ, in Christ being glorified, and the 
reward laid up for us in heaven (Matt 5:12) 
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The Message in Ministry 
V25 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God that 

was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known  

All of us have a stewardship, which we will give an account for  

• Stewardship of influence with the great commission (Family, children, 

neighbors, friends, co-workers, etc) 

• Making the word of God fully known (In order to do this, I must know the 

Word of God. Stewardship of time) 

Make the word of God fully known: 

V26 the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. 

27 To them God chose to make know how great among the Gentiles are the riches 

of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we 

proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom. 

• All of us have one message: The mystery revealed which is Christ (the hope 

of glory) The Gospel  

• Not everyone should be a teacher (James 3), but we all must know the gospel  

• Him we proclaim (preach/make known), warning (exhort/admonish) 

everyone, teaching (instruct) everyone with all wisdom  
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The Goal in Ministry 
V25 that we may present everyone mature in Christ  

Mature/Complete/Perfect  

• Outside the church (proclaiming gospel and warning), calling people to 

repent and believe the gospel 

• Serving in the church (growing in Christ-likeness) stirring one another, 

loving one another, serving one another using gifts  

– Maturity: When Christ is preeminent in your heart  

 

• The goal is not to have a mega-church so we can appear successful in 

man’s eyes 

• The goal is to proclaim Christ, warn everyone, call them to repentance 

and faith in Christ, pray for the increase of the Holy Spirit, and then teach 

them (making disciples), leading to maturity in Christ (God’s glory) 

• When our goal in ministry is Biblical, Christ is glorified 
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Hope in fulfilling Biblical Ministry (Service) 
It is the desire of every true believer to obey Christ, to see lost souls repent 
and believe, and to see other Christians mature in Christlikeness  

 

Who is sufficient for these things?  

 

Being good stewards of the gospel will be hard work, but praise God, He 
provides the grace to accomplish it  

V29 For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully 
works within me  

• Toil-labor with wearisome effort (exhausted) 

• Struggling (agonizing)  

• With all his energy (infinite supply)  

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of 
my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10For the 
sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 
persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 
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Serving the Lord Jesus Christ & His Church 
 

Ministry/service is hard work. We will suffer in serving 

the Lord, and thus fill up what is lacking in Christ’s 

suffering. We have one message, the gospel of Jesus 

Christ. We must proclaim Christ, warning everyone and 

teaching everyone in all wisdom. He will empower us 

with His energy/power to accomplish His will. In 

knowing Him, what He accomplished, who we are in 

Christ, His name being proclaimed, and our reward in 

heaven, we can rejoice, even when we suffer 

persecution.  

 

What a privilege, what a responsibility 
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