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2 Peter 1:16-21 16  For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known 
unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his 
majesty. 17  For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a 
voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 18  
And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy 
mount. 19  We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take 
heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise 
in your hearts: 20  Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private 
interpretation. 21  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of 
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

Peter explained that he desired to remind them of these things: such as the great and precious 
promises, the divine nature, faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly 
kindness, and charity. (verses 4-7)

Peter has encouraged them that have obtained like precious faith to give diligence to make your 
calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: For so an entrance shall be 
ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
(verses 10-11)

16a  For we have not followed cunningly devised fables

We is either referring to Peter and the other apostles who directly witnessed the ascension of Jesus 
Christ as mentioned later here or we is referring to all those who have like precious faith. In either case 
those referred to have not followed fables, but rather have followed truth. 

Ephesians 4:11-14 11  And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; 
and some, pastors and teachers; 12  For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for 
the edifying of the body of Christ: 13  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 14  
That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie 
in wait to deceive; 

Fables, fairy tales, myths are all childish pursuits. Peter has just reminded them to add one thing to 
another thing. He has directed them to mature in the knowledge of God, and of Jesus. So, those 
childish pursuits should be left behind.

1 Corinthians 13:11  When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a 
child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.

This is to be the progression of our spiritual life. We should put away childish things. We shouldn't 
pursue fables, fairy tales, and myths which have no value to our spiritual growth. 

1 Timothy 1:3-4  3  As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when I went into Macedonia, 
that thou mightest charge some that they teach no other doctrine, 4  Neither give heed 
to fables and endless genealogies, which minister questions, rather than godly 
edifying which is in faith: so do. 
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Satan has enticed Christians, pseudo-Christians, and anti-Christians since the time of Christ's coming 
(and before) to follow after half-truths and falsehoods like fables as Peter mentions here. Peter knew 
that it was near the end of the apostolic age and once the apostles had departed there would come 
many who would deceive even the elect.

False prophets.

Matthew 7:15-23 15  Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, 
but inwardly they are ravening wolves. 16  Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men 
gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 17  Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but 
a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 18  A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a 
corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 19  Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, 
and cast into the fire. 20  Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 21  Not every one 
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of 
my Father which is in heaven. 22  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many 
wonderful works? 23  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity.

False Christs and false prophets.

Matthew 23-28 23  Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not. 
24  For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs 
and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. 25  
Behold, I have told you before. 26  Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; 
go not forth: behold, he is in the secret chambers; believe it not. 27  For as the lightning cometh out 
of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 28  For 
wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together.

Grievous wolves.

 Acts 20:28-30 28  Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the 
Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his 
own blood. 29  For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in 
among you, not sparing the flock. 30  Also of your own selves shall men arise, 
speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.

1 Timothy 4:1-9 1  Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall 
depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 2  
Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; 3  
Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be 
received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth. 4  For every creature of God 
is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving: 5  For it is sanctified by the 
word of God and prayer. 6  If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a 
good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto 
thou hast attained. 7  But refuse profane and old wives' fables, and exercise thyself 
rather unto godliness. 8  For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all 
things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come. 9  This is a faithful 
saying and worthy of all acceptation. 
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 Unruly and vain talkers and deceivers.

Titus 1:10-16 10  For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially 
they of the circumcision: 11  Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole 
houses, teaching things which they ought not, for filthy lucre's sake. 12  One of 
themselves, even a prophet of their own, said, The Cretians are alway liars, evil beasts, slow bellies. 
13  This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith; 14  
Not giving heed to Jewish fables, and commandments of men, that turn from the 
truth. 15  Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is 
nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled. 16  They profess that they 
know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto 
every good work reprobate.

The fables that Peter is writing of here are very simply lies whose purpose is to draw us away from 
Jesus Christ in order to profit those who are telling those lies.

Do you think that we are so wise that we would not be decieved by such lies now? Was Peter's 
statement only applicable to the age in which it was given? 

No, the same applies today. People are continually decieved by false teachers and false Christs today. 
We can name them by name: Prime examples are Catholics, whose pope is a false Christ and prophet, 
and Mormons, whose whole scheme is centered around anti-Christian humanistic doctrine. More 
subtle examples such as Pentecostals, who cleave to experience, rather than doctrine, or even those 
who call themselves Baptist, who have adopted a culture based upon the works of man rather than the 
grace of God, who subvert families into believing that they must be segregated from one another in 
order to mature. This is the post-apostolic age. This is still the case today.

So what should be done? Peter provides an answer.

16-18 16  For we have not followed cunningly devised fables when we made known unto you 
the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17  For 
he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him 
from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am  well pleased. 18  And this 
voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount.

What Peter provides is the one foundation, the one truth: Jesus Christ is the son of the living God.

And Peter states that he and the other apostles are eyewitnesses of this truth. They had heard the voice 
of God speak while he and the other apostles (James and John) were with Jesus on the mount. 

Luke 9:28-36 28  And it came to pass about an eight days after these sayings, he took Peter and 
John and James, and went up into a mountain to pray. 29  And as he prayed, the fashion of 
his countenance was altered, and his raiment was white and glistering. 30  And, behold, 
there talked with him two men, which were Moses and Elias: 31  Who appeared in glory, and spake 
of his decease which he should accomplish at Jerusalem. 32  But Peter and they that were with him 
were heavy with sleep: and when they were awake, they saw his glory, and the two men 
that stood with him. (Continued) 
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(Continued) 33  And it came to pass, as they departed from him, Peter said unto Jesus, Master, it is 
good for us to be here: and let us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one 
for Elias: not knowing what he said. 34  While he thus spake, there came a cloud, and 
overshadowed them: and they feared as they entered into the cloud. 35  And there 
came a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him. 36  And when 
the voice was past, Jesus was found alone. And they kept it close, and told no man in those days any 
of those things which they had seen.

(Also Matthew 17:1-9 and Mark 9:2-9)

Matthew 16:13-20 13  When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? 14  And they said, Some say 
that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 15  He 
saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 16  And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 17  And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed 
art thou, Simon Bar–jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is 
in heaven. 18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19  And I will give unto thee the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 20  Then charged he his 
disciples that they should tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ.

John Gill on verse 19: The sense of the words is this, that Peter, and so the rest of the apostles, should 
be empowered with authority from him, and so directed by his Holy Spirit, that whatever they bound, that 
is, declared to be forbidden, and unlawful, should be so: and that whatever they loosed, that is, declared to 
be lawful, and free of use, should be so; and accordingly they bound some things which before were loosed, 
and loosed some things which before were bound; for instance, they bound, that is, prohibited, or declared 
unlawful, the use of circumcision, which before, and until the death of Christ, was enjoined the natural seed 
of Abraham; but that, and all ceremonies, being abolished by the death of Christ, they declared it to be 
nothing, and of no avail, yea, hurtful and pernicious; that whoever was circumcised, Christ profited him 
nothing, and that he was a debtor to do the whole law: they affirmed, that the believing Gentiles were not to 
be troubled with it; that it was a yoke not fit to be put upon their necks, which they, and their fathers, were 
not able to bear, They bound, or forbid the observance of days, months, times, and years; the keeping holy 
days, new moons, and sabbaths, which had been used in the Jewish church for ages past; such as the first 
day of the new year, and of every month, the day of atonement, the feasts of the passover, pentecost, and 
tabernacles, the jubilee year, the sabbatical year, and seventh day sabbath. They loosed, or declared lawful 
and free, both civil and religious conversation between Jews and Gentiles; whereas, before, the Jews had no 
dealings with the Gentiles, nor would not enter into their houses, nor keep company with them, would have 
no conversation with them; neither eat, nor drink with them; but now it was determined and declared, that 
no man should be called common, or unclean; and that in Christ Jesus, and in his church, there is no 
distinction of Jew and Gentile. They also loosed, or pronounced lawful, the eating of any sort of food, 
without distinction, even that which was before counted common and unclean, being persuaded by the 
Lord Jesus Christ, by the words he said. They asserted, that there is nothing unclean of itself; and that the 
kingdom of God is not meat and drink; or that true religion does not lie in the observance of those things; 
that every creature of God is good, and fit for food, and nothing to be refused, or abstained from, on a 
religious account, provided it be received with thanksgiving. And these things now being by them bound or 
loosed, pronounced unlawful or lawful, are confirmed as such by the authority of God, and are so to be 
considered by us.
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19-20 19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take 
heed,  as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise 
in your hearts: 20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private 
interpretation. 21  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of 
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

We now must include both Peter and the apostles, as well as those to whom Peter is writing. Peter states 
that now there is a more sure word of prophecy that ye do well that ye take heed and that is the scripture. 
The scripture and the prophecies therein that lead us unto Jesus Christ. Those words of God are more 
perfect than any experience of man and thus Peter states that they are more sure. This will addressed in the 
next lesson.
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