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Introduction 

1 Corinthians 11:20-34

Paul’s admonition to the church in Corinth is that in their divisive selfishness, they abuse 
the Lord’s Table and make it more about their own appetites than in remembering the 
Lord.

Paul tells them that they must first judge their motives for taking the bread and the meal 
and then eat with self-control. 

Otherwise, Jesus Christ will come and find the church defiled and will judge those in 
that church by sickness, weakness, and death.

Let’s look at more examples of the work of Jesus Christ within the church:

The church at Ephesus Revelation 2:1-7

This church left its first love and they had fallen. 
Therefore, Jesus commands them to turn around and go back to the first deeds in love. 
This is enough to kill the church at that hand of Christ. 

The church at Pergamum: Revelation 2:12-17

Jesus is against this church because these people have some who hold to the teaching 
of Balaam who was to cause Israel to be cursed. 

This stumbling block would lead Israel into sacrificing to idols and to commit immorality. 
They must either repent or Jesus Christ will make war against them. 

The church at Thyatira: Revelation 2:18-29

This church tolerated Jezebel, a female Bible teacher who announces that she is a 
prophetess. 

She leads God’s people astray from the faith in order to commit immorality. 
She will be judged by Christ, killed and others with her, unless they repent. 

‘The church at Sardis: Revelation 3:1-6

This is the dead church. 
The sad part is it thought it was alive. 
They must “wake up,” repent. 
Jesus, when He comes to judge the world, will condemn this church along with the 

world. 
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The church at Laodicea: Revelation 3:14-22

This church is tolerant, satisfied, and filled with the world. 
It believes that it is completely sufficient in itself. 
In the eyes of Jesus Christ, however, she is in a wretched condition. 
They must either repent, or He will judge the church and be found in a shameful 

condition. 

These are all examples of what Jesus is telling these disciples in John 15.
These churches I highlighted are “in Christ” but they are largely unclean. 
They are, by and large, unregenerate. 

In them are the overcomes.
However, that will not keep Jesus from judging the churches. 

What can they do? 

Repent and get back to the words of Jesus Christ and do them. 
They must cleanse themselves from the defilement of the world, the flesh, and the devil 

in these churches. 
If they do not, Jesus will, once He evaluates them by means of His piercing eyes of fire, 

condemn them and cast them into the lake of fire with the rest of the tares. 

This is a warning to Berean as well. 
Entertaining the world will cause the true nature of our hearts to come out. 
If that is the case, we will be judged along with the world. 

John 15:3-5 

V.3 “You all are already clean ones because of the word which I have spoken to you.” 

“You all are already clean ones…” 

These are the ones who are left.  
Judas is gone. 

How are they clean?  
What does this mean? 

The key word is: “already” 

This adverb indicates a present state preceding another condition.  
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Matthew 3:10 
10 “The axe is already laid at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not 

bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

Matthew 5:28 
28 but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already 

committed adultery with her in his heart.
Luke 12:49 

49 “I have come to cast fire upon the earth; and how I wish it were already 
kindled!

In other words, the disciples in that room have already been made “clean ones.” 

But, what does it mean to be clean? 

Review the need for cleansing in the OT. 

Exodus 19:1-17 

Leprosy was a means of uncleanness: Leviticus 13. 
The Law for cleansing the one with leprosy is spelled out in these two chapters.  

Leviticus 14:1–4 

1 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “This shall be the law of the leper in the day of his cleansing. Now he shall be 

brought to the priest,
3 and the priest shall go out to the outside of the camp. Thus the priest shall look, 

and if the infection of leprosy has been healed in the leper,
4 then the priest shall give orders to take two live clean birds and cedar wood and 

a scarlet string and hyssop for the one who is to be cleansed.

Leviticus 14:7–9 
7 “He shall then sprinkle seven times the one who is to be cleansed from the 

leprosy and shall pronounce him clean, and shall let the live bird go free over the 
open field.

8 “The one to be cleansed shall then wash his clothes and shave off all his hair and 
bathe in water and be clean. Now afterward, he may enter the camp, but he shall 
stay outside his tent for seven days.

9 “It will be on the seventh day that he shall shave off all his hair: he shall shave his 
head and his beard and his eyebrows, even all his hair. He shall then wash his 
clothes and bathe his body in water and be clean.

This one with Leprosy, a skin disorder that causes deformities and skin-level lesions and 
discoloration, can be cleansed not by the work of a doctor, but by God alone.  
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 There are at least two chapters in Leviticus alone dealing with Leprosy. 
The response to Leprosy, because of its transmission, was always distance: stay away from the 
leper.  
But healing did come and the terms used are: unclean to cleansed.  
However, the evidence of that healing would show to the priest who would then announce that it 
is subsiding, or not.  

Interesting: 

Leviticus 14:17–19 
17 “Of the remaining oil which is in his palm, the priest shall put some on the right 

ear lobe of the one to be cleansed, and on the thumb of his right hand, and on 
the big toe of his right foot, on the blood of the guilt offering;

18 while the rest of the oil that is in the priest’s palm, he shall put on the head of the 
one to be cleansed. So the priest shall make atonement on his behalf before the 
Lord.

19 “The priest shall next offer the sin offering and make atonement for the one to be 
cleansed from his uncleanness. Then afterward, he shall slaughter the burnt 
offering.

Further, there were unclean animals (Leviticus 11), people (Leviticus 14:19), behaviors 
(Numbers 5:19). 

Entire nations could be considered “unclean.” 
Ezra 6:20–21 
20 For the priests and the Levites had purified themselves together; all of them were 

pure. Then they slaughtered the Passover lamb for all the exiles, both for their 
brothers the priests and for themselves.

21 The sons of Israel who returned from exile and all those who had separated 
themselves from the impurity of the nations of the land to join them, to seek the 
Lord God of Israel, ate the Passover.

Ezra 9:10–11 
10 “Now, our God, what shall we say after this? For we have forsaken Your 

commandments,
11 which You have commanded by Your servants the prophets, saying, ‘The land 

which you are entering to possess is an unclean land with the uncleanness of the 
peoples of the lands, with their abominations which have filled it from end to end 
and with their impurity.
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The point is, everyone from Adam on was “unclean. ” 1

Whether physically or spiritually, everyone is defiled and is unfit for worship . 2

The response from God to the nations which were unclean was extermination.  
However, to Israel, it is different.  

To His beloved people, He has promised something different: cleansing.  

They were never cleansed by ritual, law, or water.  

But, they needed to be cleansed.  

They have been since their beginning, defiled.  
They have defiled the tabernacle, the temple, and their very souls by their behavior.  
They practiced all the uncleanness that will cause God to obliterate the nations.  
They have practiced and coveted the uncleannesses of the world which causes immense weather 
from holy God.  

Yet, they will not be consumed like the world.  

Listen:  

Ezekiel 36:16-21 = they deserve to be destroyed with the world.  
Ezekiel 36:22-38 = God will cleanse them.  

God’s cleansing will be unlike the cleansing of the priest, or ritual, or bathing.  

It will be a cleansing of the very soul (vv.25-27). 
Israel will be cleansed of here abominations one day so that the name of God, which was 
attached to this nation alone, will be revered and identified as holy among the nations forever.  

Zechariah 13:1–2 
   1 “In that day a fountain will be opened for the house of David and for the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for impurity.

 Romans 3:9 1

9 What then? Are we better than they? Not at all; for we have already charged that both Jews and Greeks are all under 
sin;

 The idea of unclean is that of a proper condition for appearing before God, who is holy and pure. A holy God cannot look on 2

uncleanness with indifference, and neither should we.
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2 “It will come about in that day,” declares the Lord of hosts, “that I will cut off the 
names of the idols from the land, and they will no longer be remembered; and I 
will also remove the prophets and the unclean spirit from the land.

This is what awaits Israel.  
See Isaiah 4. 

What is very important to understand is that God also is committed to extending that cleansing to 
the nations as well, in Christ.  

Although the nations were condemned for their uncleanness’ and never promised restoration, 
God is now extending His restoration to the nations of the world (to make Israel jealous- 

Romans 11:11–12 
11 I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? May it never be! But by 

their transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make them jealous.
12 Now if their transgression is riches for the world and their failure is riches for the 

Gentiles, how much more will their fulfillment be!).

And, once Messiah came, and Israel completely rejected Him, and killed Him, like they 
did the rest of the prophets, that promise to cleanse was held back and removed 
from Israel while Messiah was there in their very land, and is now the very 
incredible privilege of the nations. 

Now, Israel’s cleansing is to be only after a time of wrath:  

Ezekiel 24:13 
13 “In your filthiness is lewdness.

Because I would have cleansed you,
Yet you are not clean,
You will not be cleansed from your filthiness again
Until I have spent My wrath on you.

But, for the nations, they can escape that wrath to come and be cleansed.  

How do we know? 

In the OT, cleansing from Leprosy would have been considered the greatest display of power 
because it was so much outside of treatment by men.  

In the NT, Jesus healed Leprosy. 

Luke 5:12-15. 
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Cp. Mark 1:40-45 = the man did not go to the priest, but went to proclaim what Jesus did for 
him.  

The fact that Jesus immediately healed Lepers should have been enough proof that He is God.  

Luke 7:20–22 
20 When the men came to Him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to You, to 

ask, ‘Are You the Expected One, or do we look for someone else?’ ”
21 At that very time He cured many people of diseases and afflictions and evil 

spirits; and He gave sight to many who were blind.
22 And He answered and said to them, “Go and report to John what you have seen 

and heard: the blind receive sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have the gospel preached to 
them.

It should have been enough proof that He could cleanse also the defilement of the soul.  

Therefore, Jesus continually cleansed the people from their physical afflictions.  

However, the cleansing of the soul was reserved for those who believed in Him.  
“Forgiveness of sins” 

Relates back to Jesus washing the feet of the disciples. 

John 13:5-11 

Jesus cleansed these men before He cleansed their feet.  
In contrast, Judas was not clean.  

Why not? 
Verse 10 = “not all of you are clean” (cf. V.11). 

Because Judas was not bathed he could not be cleansed either.  

“Because of the Word which I have spoken to you all…” 

And, what has always been the agent of cleansing in the church of Jesus Christ?

His Word. 

How? 

Paul sums it up for us in 1 Thessalonians 2:13
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Jesus said that His word is life. 
John 6:63-65; 
John 12:49–50 
49 “For I did not speak on My own initiative, but the Father Himself who sent Me has 

given Me a commandment as to what to say and what to speak.
50 “I know that His commandment is eternal life; therefore the things I speak, I 

speak just as the Father has told Me.”

That is, His Word imparts life to those who believe. 
And, the result of that life, of course, is fruit!

His Word cleanses the soul, mind, heart, conscience, and eventually the body.

Hebrews 9:11–14 
11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, He 

entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, 
that is to say, not of this creation;

12 and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He 
entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.

13 For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who 
have been defiled sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh,

14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to 
serve the living God?

But, to the hard-hearted and unbelieving, His Word is not believed and it is judgment:

John 8:47 
47 “He who is of God hears the words of God; for this reason you do not hear them, 

because you are not of God.”

John 12:48 
48 “He who rejects Me and does not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; 

the word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day.

In other words, the disciples in that room have already been made “clean ones.” 
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V.4 “Abide in Me, and I in you all just as the branch is not able to bear fruit from itself, 
unless it remains/abides in the vine, so also/in the same manner, you all (are not able to 
produce fruit) unless you remain/abide in Me.” 

Simple statement: 

The Vinedresser is expecting fruit.  
The only way to produce fruit is to remain “in the Vine.” 
Outside of the Vine, there is no ability to produce fruit.  

It would be like putting an apple on the ground and telling it to produce fruit over time.  
It just rots.  

Same.  

“Abide in me…and I in you all” 

Those who eat His flesh and drink His blood = believes in Him.  

John 6:56 
56 “He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me, and I in him.

The one who obeys His commandments. 

1 John 3:23–24 
23 This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, 

and love one another, just as He commanded us.
24 The one who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. We know 

by this that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us.

The one who confesses (publicly) that Jesus is the Son of God.

1 John 4:15 
15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in 

God.

The one who lives in love, the love of Jesus Christ. 
1 John 4:12, 16
12       No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and 

His love is perfected in us.
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1 John 4:16 
16 We have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is 

love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.

The express manifestation of the Holy Spirit. 

1 John 4:12–13 

13 By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of 
His Spirit.

Notice the plural here. 
Introduces the abiding nature of Jesus Christ in the saints collectively. 

Jesus can only abide in those who abide in Him. 

That was the problem with the churches in Revelation 2-3. 
Jesus was not abiding in the majority of the church. 

Beloved, if you are not abiding in Jesus Christ, that is evidence that He is not abiding in 
you.

The fruit of abiding in Him and He in you will be just that…fruit. 

The fruit of righteousness, ministry, and obedience. 

Where there is no righteousness, ministry and obedience, there is no mutual abiding. 

Christ is not in you, you are not in Him, and you are dead, although you say that you are 
alive. 

James 2:14-24

Sunday, November 5, 2017



The Parable of the Vine: pt.4

John 15:3-5

�11

V.5 “I am the Vine; you all (are) the branches. The one abiding in Me! And I in him, this 
one bears much fruit because you are not able to make anything away from/apart from 
Me!” 

Jesus summarizes His point here.  

Jesus Christ, the Branch, is the Vine.  
He is the source of the life for the branches.  
John 14:6 

In this case, because He is the source of eternal life those who have eternal life will produce 
eternal life fruit.  

Mark what Jesus says here. 

The only ones who produce eternal-life fruit are those who are in Him AND HE IN THEM! 

They can be in Him, and be dead! 
They can be in Him, and be dead! 

He must be in them! 

If He is not in them, they will burn in the Lake of Fire (vv.2,6).  

Judas.  

“So also he bears much fruit…” 

Much fruit = just what it sounds like.  

Jesus’ words makes disciples who make fruit, much fruit.  

Paul was one such man who bore much fruit.  

Romans 1:11–13 
11 For I long to see you so that I may impart some spiritual gift to you, that you may 

be established;
12 that is, that I may be encouraged together with you while among you, each of us 

by the other’s faith, both yours and mine.
13 I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that often I have planned to come to 

you (and have been prevented so far) so that I may obtain some fruit among you 
also, even as among the rest of the Gentiles.
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Philippians 1:22 
22 But if I am to live on in the flesh, this will mean fruitful labor for me; and I do not 

know which to choose.

Colossians 1:3–8 
3 We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for 

you,
4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you have for all 

the saints;
5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in 

the word of truth, the gospel
6 which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit 

and increasing, even as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard of 
it and understood the grace of God in truth;

7 just as you learned it from Epaphras, our beloved fellow bond-servant, who is a 
faithful servant of Christ on our behalf,

8 and he also informed us of your love in the Spirit.

The point is, these men would need to simply concentrate on the ministry of the Word of 
Christ, which constantly produces fruit. 

“…Apart from Me you can make/do nothing…”

Christ works through them as they abide in Him. 

Further, in preaching and shepherding, if they do not do so while abiding in Christ, they 
will not produce fruit at all and it will only serve to demonstrate their true nature: 
unregenerate. 

Conclusion

Colossians 1:21–23 
21 And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil 

deeds,
22 yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to 

present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach—
23 if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not 

moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was 
proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a 
minister.
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