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171112-1 Luke Series, 11, vss 1-13, The Model Prayer – Craig Thurman 
 
Today the topic concerns the model prayer which our Lord Jesus taught to the 
disciples.   
 
1 ¶  And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he 
ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also 
taught his disciples. 
 

teach, δίδαξον, 2ps. aor. imper. act. of dida<skw, always tss. in the 

KJV with the English teach. 
 
ἐδίδαξεν, 3ps. aor. ind. act. 
 

First, it was one disciple which saw Jesus pray, who refrained himself from 
interrupting our Lord in prayer, that asked him to teach them to pray.  He 
was aware that John had taught his disciples to pray and so desire the Lord 
Jesus to do the same for them.   Doubtless he saw in Jesus’ prayers 
something which made him feel a deficiency in theirs.  
 
I am of the opinion that this occasion some time later than that of the 
model prayer that our Lord Jesus gave in Matthew chapter 6.  The setting is 
completely different.  The Matthew account is probably in Galilee with 
multitudes about the Lord.  Jesus goes into a mountain and when His 
disciples come to Him he begins to teach them about the kingdom living. 
The place in Luke’s account is unclear, though the last episode which 
concerned Mary and Martha took place in Bethany.  As for the audience, it 
is the same.  The difference here is that a disciple came to the Lord Jesus 
asking Him to teach His disciples to pray.  In both cases, only the disciples 
receive instruction about prayer.   
 
Second, prayer is translated from the Greek proseu<xomai, proseuchomai, 

a compound word made of a preposition meaning near and a verb meaning 
to will, wish, pray; and so, ‘a desire to be near.’  And what is prayer but 
those special moments when we desire nearness as we communicate with 
our Heavenly  Father.  
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‘We have never learned to pray if we have not learned to speak 
personally to a personal God, and to know that He hears us.’ 
Handfuls on Purpose, James Smith, p.220 

  
Third, and probably a most significant point that affects our practical 
theology, is that instruction for prayer is to His disciples. Prayer is for the 
believing.  Prayer is not to believe, but it is the result of believing.   
 

Jas 5:15  And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall 
raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven 
him. 
 
Heb 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that 
cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of 
them that diligently seek him. 

 
Prayer is for the righteous, not the unrighteous.  

1Pe 3:12  For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears 
are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them 
that do evil. 

 
Recall in the book of Exodus the piece of furniture that is located in the 
tabernacle called the altar of incense. This altar of incense was constructed 
of shittim wood overlaid with gold.  Shittim wood is a type for the 
incorruptible, sinless human nature of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Gold is a type 
for the deity of Christ.  This altar of incense is a type of Christ’s 
intercessions for us before the LORD.  Think of it like this, the Son of God 
prays in our behalf to the Father and is heard.   
 

Ro 8:34  Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, 
that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also 
maketh intercession for us. 

 
And as believer-priests when we pray, we come to the altar of incense, 
Jesus Christ, and He takes our prayers into the ears of God our Father and 
His Father.  The smoke of the incense rising up from this altar is the Spirit of 
God forming our prayers into the will of God.   
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Ro 8:26  Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know 
not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh 
intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 

 
Brethren, our being able to come to this beautiful altar, Christ, is because 
He died for us. Once a year this altar, as well as the brazen altar had the 
blood of the sin offering applied to the horns that were made in each 
corner of it. (Ex.30.10; Lev.4.7) Horns are symbolic of power.  The blood 
being applied to the horns of the altar of incense speaks of prayer made 
effectual with God because Jesus Christ’s shed His blood for us.  Brethren, 
there is only one people which pray to God and it is those who are of the 
faith of God’s only begotten Son.  Jesus Christ died for you and brought is 
eternal life, and we are heard when we pray. 
  

Heb 4:16  Let us therefore come *boldly unto the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 
 

*boldly, Gr. root , KJV tss. this boldly, confidently, plainly, 
freely, openly: all of these are so for the believer. 

 
Jesus taught His disciples to pray because as the Father heard Him so He 
would hear them. 
 
This disciple asked Jesus to teach them to pray.  That is what to pray, to 
whom to pray, how to pray, what to pray, when to pray, why to pray, and 
where to pray. 
 
Καὶ ἐγένετο ἐν τῷ εἶναι αὐτὸν ἐν τόπῳ τινὶ προσευχόμενον ὡς ἐπαύσατο 
εἶπέν τις τῶν μαθητῶν αὐτοῦ πρὸς αὐτόν Κύριε δίδαξον ἡμᾶς 
προσεύχεσθαι καθὼς καὶ Ἰωάννης ἐδίδαξεν τοὺς μαθητὰς αὐτοῦ 
 

2  And he said unto them, When ye pray,  
 

The assumption is that the disciples of Christ will pray.  He did not say, If ye 
pray. 
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Consider the prayers of our Lord Jesus for a moment.  Most of Jesus’ 
prayers to the Father were offered in a private, secluded place.  Those 
instances that are recorded in Scripture are all a time of great need.  He 
went into the wilderness to pray as the fame of Him began to be broadcast. 
(Lk. 5.16)  He went to a mountain to pray all night as He considered 
choosing twelves apostles to accompany Him during His earthly ministry. 
(Lk.6.12)  He went to pray in a solitary place after ministering to the 
multitudes. (Mk. 1.35; Lk.9.18 [cf. Mk.6.46]).  In the quietness of an upper 
room He prayed what is now called The Great Intercessory Prayer.  (Jn.17.1) 
And later that evening He withdrew into the garden of Gethsemane and 
prayed in view of the sufferings of the cross before Him.  (Mt. 26.36, 42, 44) 
 
There appears to be only five recorded public instances of Jesus praying:  

 
At His baptism, (Lk.3.21, 22);  There is no record of the substance of 
this prayer. 
 
When he rejoiced in spirit that the Father was pleased to reveal the 
things of Christ to his disciples, (also, Lk.10.21);  
 

Mt 11:25  At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these 
things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto 
babes. 
26  Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight. 
 

At Lazarus’ resurrection.  
 

Joh 11:41  Then they took away the stone from the place where 
the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, 
Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. 
42  And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of 
the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that 
thou hast sent me. 
 

At the prospect of the cross before Him. 
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Joh 12:28  Father, glorify thy name. Then came there a voice 
from heaven, saying, I have both glorified it, and will glorify it 
again. 

 
And finally, from the cross. 
 

Lu 23:46  And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, 
Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said 
thus, he gave up the ghost. 
 

The prayers which Jesus encouraged were sincere, closet prayers; prayers 
offered as we get off privately and spend time praying with the Father. 
 

Mt 6:5  And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites 
are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the 
corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto 
you, They have their reward. 
Mt 6:6  But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when 
thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy 
Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. 
Mt 6:7  But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: 
for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking.  

 
say, Our Father which art in heaven,  

 
Only those who have a relationship with the Father through His Son Jesus 
Christ can pray.  By the use of the pronoun our we are taught that Christ’s 
Father is our Father as well. 
 

Joh 20:17  Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet 
ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I 
ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your 
God. 

 
There are supposed Christian religions which have long rejected the truth 
that prayers are only to be offered to God.  The heresy of praying to men, 
whether living or dead, to angels, and to saints has been carried forward 
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through history.  This wickedness has been preserved in most of the English 
versions of the Bible.  A major portion of them have omitted the following 
words: ‘Our … which art in heaven …  
 

1American Standard Version, 2Revised Standard Version, 3New 
English Bible, 4Moffatt Translation, 5New American Standard Version, 
6Berkeley Version, 7Living Bible, 8Revised English Standard Version, 
9English Standard Version, 10Contemporary English Version, 11New 
International Version, 12Confraternity Bible, Jewish New Testament 
 

This has allowed for prayers to be offered to or through men on earth.  The 
true word of God does not allow any such error. And not only is this error 
found in other English versions of the Bible, but, they have removed from 
them the following words:  Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth. … but 
deliver us from evil.’ Of the six sentences that are in this prayer two have 
lost half of their message, and one is completely removed.   
 
Matthew 6.9-13 is the only other account of the model prayer. Here, the 
words which art in heaven and the entire sentence which closes the prayer, 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  is 
omitted.  It does matter which Bible you use. 
 
The Bible that we use; the church that we are a part of; and the baptism 
that we have received are the ancient landmarks to the true Christian faith.  
Historically there is a relationship between the baptism, the true churches 
of Jesus Christ, and the preservation of the Word of God.  Follow the 
baptism and you’ll find the church.  And that church of the English-speaking 
people which best stands for the truth of the Word of God will be the one 
which uses the KJV Bible. 
 
The Lord’s people have a Father which is in heaven. This truth could not be 
more clearly stated.  
 

Hallowed be thy name.  
 Let be holy thy name. 
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hallowed be, ἁγιασθήτω, 3ps. aor. imper. pass. of a[gia<zw, to be 

holy. 
 

We come to a series of six imperatives.  This model for prayer that our Lord 
gives us is full of strong, bold statements.  Jesus taught us to come boldly 
before the Father. 
 

Heb 4:16  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 
 

boldly, parrhsi<aj, gen. sing. of par]r[hsi<a, meaning come 

with boldness, confidence, plainness, openness, freedom. 
 
This is an exclamation which acknowledges the holiness of God.  Jesus 
stated the holiness of the Father and so should we. 
  

Joh 17:11  And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the 
world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name 
those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are. 
 

There is none like Him. 
 

The LORD said Himself: 
Ex 9:14  … there is none like me in all the earth. 
 
De 4:35  … there is none else beside him. 
 
1Sa 2:2  [Hannah said,]There is none holy as the LORD: for there is 
none beside thee: neither is there any rock like our God. 
 
Ps 8:1  « To the chief Musician upon Gittith, A Psalm of David. » O 
LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast 
set thy glory above the heavens. 
 

He who sits above the circle of the earth, above the heavens of the heavens 
has about Him everlasting creatures which offer up the ceaseless chorus, 
holy, holy, holy. 
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The Seraphim: 
Isa 6:3  And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the 
LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory. 
 
Re 4:8  And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; 
and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, 
saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is 
to come. 
 

There is none like Him.  There is none, but He that is God. He is alone God.  
He is incomparably holy. And we through Christ have a relationship as sons 
and may offer up our prayers to Him asking for everything that we would 
ever have need of; and may ask for grace to help for every trial of life.  The 
words hallowed by thy name is an expression of worship.  We worship God 
when we come to Him in prayer. 

 
Thy kingdom come.   
Let come thy kingdom. 
 

come, ἐλθέτω, 3ps. aor. imper. of e@rxomai, to come; four times in 

the N.T. is this verb, ἐλθέτω, found; Mt.6.10; Lk.11.2, with reference 
to the model prayer; Mt. 10.13 let your peace come upon it; Rev. 
22.17, let him that is athirst come. 
 

This is an expression of the hope of the saints of God. 
 

Lu 12:32  Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom. 

 
This is an exclamation which anticipates the coming of His kingdom.  Again, 
prayer is full of faith. 

 
Mt 26:29  But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of 
the vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s 
kingdom. 
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1Co 15:24  Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the 
kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all 
rule and all authority and power. 
 

Thy will be done,       as in heaven, so in earth. 
Let be done thy will,  
(omitted from the versions: Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth) 
 

The omission of these words destroy the holy purposes of God in earth. 
 

be done, γενηθήτω, 3ps. aor. imper. pass. of gi<nomai, to become;  

 
This expresses the faith of the saints.  The prayer of faith which trusts that 
His holy will in glory will be accomplished in earth.  This is the confession of 
a child which trusts that the will of God will be done as it is revealed in His 
Word.  Do we believe the word of God?  What do we expect in the days 
ahead?  Are we in expectation for a universal salvation to sweep the world 
up for Christ?  Are we in expectation for a world that will become better 
and better?  Then we will be discouraged to see the unfolding of the 
Biblical record concerning the last days.  There’s never been a time like that 
which is coming upon the earth just before the second coming of Jesus 
Christ!  How dark that darkness will be!  
 

Lu 18:8 … when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the 
earth? 
 
Lu 21:26  … the powers of heaven shall be shaken. 
 
2Ti 3:1 … in the last days perilous times shall come. 
 
A 4th  part of humanity will die: 
Re 6:8  And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat 
on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given 
unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and 
with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth. 
 
A 3rd part of humanity will die:    
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Re.9.18  By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, 
and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued out of their 
mouths. (a third of the population of humanity dies) 
 

Over half of the population of the world shall die in the days 
just preceding the coming of Jesus Christ from glory!  And in all 
of this they will not repent.  Mankind doesn’t improve.   
 

Re 9:20  And the rest of the men which were not killed by these 
plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should 
not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, 
and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk: 
21  Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor 
of their fornication, nor of their thefts. 
 
Re 16:9  And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed 
the name of God, which hath power over these plagues: and they 
repented not to give him glory. 
 

The wickedness of their hearts become worse and worse. 
 

2Ti 3:13  But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, 
deceiving, and being deceived. 
 

And Christ will come and conquer this world with the sword. 
 

Re 19:11  And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and 
he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in 
righteousness he doth judge and make war. 

 
The Christian, the one truly subject to the will of God knows the rule of God 
to be as absolutely done in earth as it is in heaven.  Faith understands that 
to be so. 
  
εἶπεν δὲ αὐτοῖς Ὅταν προσεύχησθε λέγετε Πάτερ ἡμῶν ὁ ἐν τοῖς οὐρανοις, 
ἁγιασθήτω τὸ ὄνομά σου ἐλθέτω ἡ βασιλεία σου γενηθήτω τὸ θέλημά σου 
ὡς ἐν οὐρανῳ, καὶ ἐπὶ τὴς γὴς 



The Gospel According to Luke Series 

11 
 

 
                           καθ᾽ ἡμέραν 
3  Give us            day by day     our daily bread. 
    Give thee us                                   by day 
 

give, δίδου, 2ps. pres. imper. act. of di<dwmi, to give. 

 
day by day, καθ᾽ ἡμέραν; this Greek phrase is found in the N.T. 17 
times: daily (Mt.26.55), every day (Lk.16.19), day by day (Lk.11.3). 

 
daily, ἐπιούσιον, acc. sing. masc. of e]piou<sioj, e[pi upon, on, upon, 

at, for +  ou]si<a substance, existing, being. 

  
We acknowledge our total dependence upon Him.  We know that without 
Him we would have nothing, and by Him we have all things. 
 

Ro 8:32  He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us 
all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? 
 
2Pe 1:3  According as his divine power hath given unto us all things 
that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him 
that hath called us to glory and virtue … 

 
As grateful children we ought to ask and to give thanks for our daily bread.  
Let us not be presumptuous children. 
 

A bold and prayerful assertion for our daily sustenance. 
Php 4:6  Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto 
God. 
7  And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep 
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

 
We are to ask expecting: 
1Jn.3.21  Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we 
confidence toward God. 
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22  And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his 
commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight. 

 
Be content with what the Lord has chosen to supply of our daily bread.  
Whether it be little or much, let us be thankful. 
 

Heb 13:5  Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be 
content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee. 
 
Phl.4.12  I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: 
every where and in all things I *am instructed both to be full and to 
be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 
13  I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 
 

*am instructed, memu<hmai, 1ps. perf. ind. pass. of mue<w; only 

this once in Philippians. 
 

‘I have been so disciplined by experience that 
whatsoever be my lot I can endure, Phil. iv. 12’ Thayer’s 
Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament, Joseph H. 
Thayer, p. 419. 

 
We receive nothing but that which God in His wisdom and grace has 
determined we have, whether that is much or little.   
 
τὸν ἄρτον ἡμῶν τὸν ἐπιούσιον δίδου ἡμῖν τὸ καθ᾽ ἡμέραν 

 
4  And forgive    us our sins; for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us.  
                       thou 
 

forgive, ἄφες, 2ps. aor. imper. of a]fi<hmi  

 
This is the child of God’s expression for continuing fellowship with God.   
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Let us be clear on this point about the forgiveness spoken of here.  It is not 
that forgiveness which Christ brought to His people when He died on the 
cross.  Christ’s death paid the debt for sin against God.   
 

Eph 1:7  In whom we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; 
7  In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of 
sins, according to the riches of his grace; 
8  Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; 
 

Sin obstructs fellowship with God. When we will not forgive others our 
fellowship with God is broken.  We are reminded to forgive others as we 
were forgiven by God for Christ’s sake.  
 

Eph 4:32  And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you. 
 
Col 3:13  Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any 
man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also 
do ye. 
 
1Jo 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

The most miserable Christian and the most disorderly church are those who 
will not forgive their brethren their trespasses.   
 

The individual duty of a believer to forgive his brother: 
Mt.18.21 ¶  Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my 
brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? 
22  Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, 
Until seventy times seven. 
23  Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, 
which would take account of his servants. 
24  And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, 
which owed him ten thousand talents. 
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25  But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord commanded him to 
be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and payment 
to be made. 
26  The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying, 
Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. 
27  Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion, and 
loosed him, and forgave him the debt. 
28  But the same servant went out, and found one of his 
fellowservants, which owed him an hundred pence: and he laid hands 
on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest. 
29  And his fellowservant fell down at his feet, and besought him, 
saying, Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. 
30  And he would not: but went and cast him into prison, till he 
should pay the debt. 
31  So when his fellowservants saw what was done, they were very 
sorry, and came and told unto their lord all that was done. 
32  Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou 
wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou desiredst 
me: 
33  Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy 
fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee? 
34  And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till 
he should pay all that was due unto him. 
35  So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from 
your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses. 
 
The corporate duty of a church to forgive its repentant members: 
2Co.26  Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which was 
inflicted of many. 
7  So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort 
him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with overmuch 
sorrow. 
8  Wherefore I beseech you that ye would confirm your love toward 
him. 
9  For to this end also did I write, that I might know the proof of you, 
whether ye be obedient in all things. 
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10  To whom ye forgive any thing, I forgive also: for if I forgave any 
thing, to whom I forgave it, for your sakes forgave I it in the person of 
Christ; 
11  Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant 
of his devices. 
 

Unforgiveness obstructs fellowship. 
 
1Jn.1.6  If we (a child of God, not the unbelieving) say that we have 
fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the 
truth: 
7  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship 
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us 
from all sin.   
 

In what way does the blood of Christ cleanse us but by a 
washing from defilement incurred for a disobedient walk?   
When we confess our sins and acknowledge Christ’s death for 
us God reinstates us to active fellowship with Him.  And if that 
involves our brethren we are reinstated to fellowship with 
them as well. 

 
                                                           ἀλλὰ ῥῦσαι       ἡμᾶς ἀπὸ    τοῦ πονηροῦ 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver         us   from        evil. 
       bring                                                                 thou 
 

lead, εἰσενέγκῃς, 2ps. aor. subj. of ei]sfe<rw, ei]j into, at, against, for 

+  fe<rw to bring, carry, bear, uphold.  

 
temptation, πειρασμόν, acc. sing. of peirasmo<j; try (1), temptation 

(20). 
 
deliver, ῥῦσαι, 2ps. aor. imper. of  r[u<omai; always tss. with the 

English deliver. 
 

Parallel to this is Ps.141.4. 
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Ps 141:4  Incline not my heart to any evil thing, to practise wicked 
works with men that work iniquity: and let me not eat of their 
dainties. 

 
lead us not into temptation expresses the Christian’s trust in or obedience 
to the will of the Father.  Rather than parsing the word temptation, as some 
do (and I have done the same in the past), into good trial and evil 
temptation I’ve treated temptation as one because in Scripture it carries 
the connotation of both a proving trial or being drawn into sin.  The word 
temptation in the English language has both the meaning of being proved 
or tried and being drawn into sin.  That is not a fault to be attributed to the 
KJV Bible as some assert.  Take any dictionary and you will find it defined in 
this way.  The KJV Bible uses this word in the very same way. For example, 
 

Ge 22:1  And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt 
Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I 
am. 
 
Mt 4:1  Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted of the devil. 
 

There is nothing wrong with the use of the word tempt here.  The plain 
statement in the model prayer is And lead us not into temptation.  Certainly 
this says that our heavenly Father determines the temptations into which 
we must come.  For this reason the children of God may take comfort in 
knowing that there is no temptation which lies beyond the power that His 
grace can supply us to endure it.   
 

1Co 10:13  There hath no temptation taken you but such as is 
common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be 
tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also 
make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. 

 
If we believe in the God of the Bible, that He is Sovereign over all, then we 
acknowledge that there is nothing which may come into the lives of His 
children without Him, without His direction, and without His allowing it to 
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be so.  A swallow cannot fall to the ground without Him, and the very hairs 
of our heads are all numbered.  (Mt. 10.29, 30)   
 
Praying prepares us against temptation.  It leads us from ourselves into full 
reliance on Him.  We cannot trust even our own hearts. 
  

Jer 17:9  The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked: who can know it? 
 
Pr 28:26  He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool: but whoso 
walketh wisely, he shall be delivered. 
 

The heart must be kept focused upon the Lord . 
 

Pr 4:23  Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of 
life. 
 
Mt 6:21  For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

 
Job, through temptation, was proved to be a man of great integrity.  God 
directed Satan to tempt Job to curse God. 
  

Job 1.6 ¶  Now there was a day when the sons of God came to 
present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among 
them. 
7  And the LORD said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan 
answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and 
from walking up and down in it. 
8  And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant 
Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright 
man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? 
… 
Job 1:11  But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, 
and he will curse thee to thy face.  (And how would the hand of God 
be manifested but through the instrumentality of Satan?) 
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God does not lead us into sin with temptation.  But sin in our hearts might 
be manifest by it.  Notice,  
 

Jas 1:13  Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: 
for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man … 

 
Through various means God manifests what is in the hearts of men. 
 

1Co 4:5  Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord 
come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and 
will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every 
man have praise of God. 
 
1Th 2:4  But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the 
gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth 
our hearts. 

 
But Lord does not move us to lie, steal, cheat, murder, etc.  And 
temptations of this sort do not require Satan to work.  This is what comes 
of our old nature. 
 

Ja.1.14  But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own 
lust, and enticed. (There is not a word here blaming Satan for sinful 
lusts.) 

 
The flip side of and lead us not into temptation says that we are to be 
watchful against temptation by prayer.   
 

1Pe 4:7  But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, 
and watch unto prayer. 

 
I know of no one which would desire temptation of any kind. 
 

‘It is not wrong to pray that we may be saved from suffering if it be 
the will of God.’  Barnes’ Notes, Gospels, p.68 

 
Jesus prayed: 
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Mt 26:39  And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and 
prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from 
me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt. 

 
I don’t know of anyone that takes Defensive Driver’s training that leaves 
the program looking forward to having what he has learned put to the test.  
I don’t know of anyone who takes Self-defense lessons that would look 
forward to having to experiencing a personal bodily assault.  I don’t know of 
anyone that finishes a weapons training class who looks forward to having 
to use his weapon against another human being.  Soldiers train all of the 
time, but I doubt that any right-minded soldier desires war.  And so, the 
Lord Jesus our have us to be watchful.  
 
Peter was not watchful.  A number of times he contradicted the Lord about 
things which concerned his coming crucifixion.  Jesus even told him that he 
would betray him. But to Peter that was unimaginable.  Why?  Because he 
trusted the feelings that he had in his heart.  He thought that he was so 
strong in his faith that he would die for Him.  Though the Lord told Him 
otherwise, he refused to hear Him.   
 

Lu 22:31  And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired 
to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: 
32  But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou 
art converted, strengthen thy brethren.  (And he denied the Lord just 
as Jesus said he would.) 

 
All of the disciples felt the same.  In the night, when Jesus arrived to the 
Mount of Olives He said to the eleven: 
 

Lu 22:40  And when he was at the place, he said unto them, Pray that 
ye enter not into temptation.  (But they all fell asleep.) 

 
Though we do not desire to come into temptation when we fall into them, 
meaning that we do not seek instances where we would be tempted, we 
are to count it all joy. 
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Jas 1:2  My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers 
temptations; 
 
Jas 1:12  Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is 
tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised 
to them that love him. 

 
Then we discover whether we are fostering an honest and good heart 
(Lk.8.15) or an evil heart of unbelief (He.3.12). 
 
The second, and this ties into the temptation: but deliver us from evil.  This  
expresses the Christian’s knowledge that God is His Savior. 
 

2Pe 2:9  The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of 
temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to 
be punished … 

 
He brings them into it and He knows best how to bring them out of it.   
 

2Ti 4:18  And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will 
preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
For cleaving faithfully to His most holy word, for believing the doctrines of 
Christ and making them the rule of our lives, there is no doubt that we are 
spared much of the trouble that the world experiences, and will. 
  

Re 3:10  Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will 
keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the 
world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 

 
καὶ ἄφες ἡμῖν τὰς ἁμαρτίας ἡμῶν καὶ γὰρ αὐτοὶ ἀφίεμεν παντὶ ὀφείλοντι 
ἡμῖν καὶ μὴ εἰσενέγκῃς ἡμᾶς εἰς πειρασμόν ἀλλὰ ῥῦσαι ἡμᾶς ἀπὸ τοῦ 
πονηροῦ 

 
5  And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go unto 
him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves; 
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The request of this one for three loaves comes at a very inopportune time, 
midnight. 
 
Καὶ εἶπεν πρὸς αὐτούς Τίς ἐξ ὑμῶν ἕξει φίλον καὶ πορεύσεται πρὸς αὐτὸν 
μεσονυκτίου καὶ εἴπῃ αὐτῷ Φίλε χρῆσόν μοι τρεῖς ἄρτους 

 
6  For a friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and I have nothing to set 
before him? 
 

The occasion and the need is legitimate.  And he hasn’t what he needs to 
provide for his wayworn friend. His friend needs something to eat.   
 
ἐπειδὴ φίλος μου παρεγένετο ἐξ ὁδοῦ πρός με καὶ οὐκ ἔχω ὃ παραθήσω 
αὐτῷ 

                                                                                Μή μοι κόπους πάρεχε 
7  And he from within shall answer and say,       Trouble me not:  
                                                                                  Bring not troubles to me 
 

trouble, acc. pl. of ko<poj; comb. with pa<rexe, 2ps. pres. imper. act. 

of pare<xw, para< by, near, with, from, at +  e@xw, to have;  

 
                                                                                                        οὐ δύναμαι ἀναστὰς 
the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed;      I cannot rise  
 

can, du<namai, 1ps. pres. ind. active, to be able. 

 
rise, ἀναστὰς, nom. sing. masc. part. aor. of a]ni<sthmi, a]na< re-, 

above, again, up +  i!sthmi to stand. 

 
and give thee. 
 

give, dou?nai, aor. infin. of di<dwmi, to give. 

 
The truth is, he does not want to arise and give to his friend what he needs. 
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κἀκεῖνος ἔσωθεν ἀποκριθεὶς εἴπῃ Μή μοι κόπους πάρεχε ἤδη ἡ θύρα 
κέκλεισται καὶ τὰ παιδία μου μετ᾽ ἐμοῦ εἰς τὴν κοίτην εἰσίν οὐ δύναμαι 
ἀναστὰς δοῦναί σοι 

 
8  I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because he is his friend, 
yet because of his importunity he will rise and give him as many as he needeth. 
 

importunity, ἀναίδειαν, acc. sing. of a]nai<deia, a] negative particle +  

ai<dw<j, 1Ti.2.9, shamefacedness; Heb.12.28, reverence; a]nai<deia 

only used this once by Luke. 
 

‘This in the Greek is called a]nai<deia, impudence, which though in our 

language it is generally taken in an ill sense, yet here signifieth no more 
than a holy boldness, or pursuing our petitions notwithstanding delays or 
denials.’  Matthew Poole’s Commentary on the Holy Bible, vol. 3, p.229 
 
The illustration of our Lord to His disciples is for them to unashamedly ask 
for the things that they need.  To us it might seem like it is the thousandth 
time that we have asked this or that of the Lord in prayer.  To us it might 
seem too trivial to bring before the Lord of lords and King of kings. But what 
was the result for the man’s importunity?  His friend, who could not before 
because he would not, now will arise and give him, not just the three 
loaves, but as many as he needeth.  We don’t know what to pray for as we 
ought.  But the Lord knows.  And how many times have we received answer 
to our prayers above what we had asked of Him?  The truth is, the portion 
we received was super abundant above all that we asked or thought  to ask.  
Our cup overflowed. 
 

Eph.3.20  Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in 
us, 
21  Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all 
ages, world without end. Amen. 

 
λέγω ὑμῖν εἰ καὶ οὐ δώσει αὐτῷ ἀναστὰς διὰ τὸ εἶναι αὐτοῦ φίλον διά γε 
τὴν ἀναίδειαν αὐτοῦ ἐγερθεὶς δώσει αὐτῷ ὅσων χρῄζει 
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9  And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 
 

κἀγὼ ὑμῖν λέγω αἰτεῖτε καὶ δοθήσεται ὑμῖν ζητεῖτε καὶ εὑρήσετε κρούετε 
καὶ ἀνοιγήσεται ὑμῖν 

 
10  For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him 
that knocketh it shall be opened. 
 

πᾶς γὰρ ὁ αἰτῶν λαμβάνει καὶ ὁ ζητῶν εὑρίσκει καὶ τῷ κρούοντι 
ἀνοιγήσεται 

 
11  If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a 
stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? 
 

τίνα δὲ ὑμῶν τὸν πατέρα αἰτήσει ὁ υἱὸς ἄρτον, μὴ λὶθον ἐπιδώσει αὐτῷ εἰ 
καὶ ἰχθύν μὴ ἀντὶ ἰχθύος ὄφιν ἐπιδώσει αὐτῷ 

 
12  Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 
 

The answer is obvious.  For a loving father will give to his son the things 
that he needs, that will help him, not hurt. 

 
ἢ καὶ ἐὰν αἰτήσῃ ᾠόν μὴ ἐπιδώσει αὐτῷ σκορπίον 

 
13  If ye then,                                          being evil,                        
                       ye, context, the disciples                  

meaning by comparison, that ‘though 
you come infinitely short of the 
perfections of your heavenly Father,’ 
[Matthew Poole], and are able to … 
 

know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? 
 

This corresponds with the words in the model prayer, and give him as many 
as he needeth.  Our Lord Jesus tells them in so many words, that your 
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requests even to the extent of asking the Holy Spirit of God and it would be 
given them.   
 

Eph 5:18  And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled 
with the Spirit … 

 
To what end is this filling?  To be proper, bold, faithful, witnesses of Jesus 
Christ. The children of God ought to desire to be filled with the Spirit of 
God.  When you have time I would ask you to review the following 
Scriptures as it relates to those who were filled with the Holy Spirit.  Notice 
the purpose was in the main to be witnesses of Jesus Christ and His 
doctrine. 
 

Lk.1.41 … and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost: 
42  And she spake out with a loud voice, and said, Blessed art thou 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. 
 
Lk.1.67 ¶  And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
prophesied … 
 
Acts 2.4  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost (the first church 
of Jerusalem), and began to speak with other tongues, (to what end, 
and what were they saying) as the Spirit gave them utterance. 
… 
8  And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were 
born? 
… 
11  … we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of 
God. 
 
Ac 4:8  Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye 
rulers of the people, and elders of Israel … (And preached to them 
Christ.) 
Ac 4:31  And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they 
were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness. 
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Ac 13:9  Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) filled with the Holy 
Ghost, set his eyes on him, 
10  And said, O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the 
devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert 
the right ways of the Lord? 
 
Acts 13.46  Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was 
necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken to you: 
but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of 
everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles. 
… 
48  And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified 
the word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life 
believed. 
49  And the word of the Lord was published throughout all the region. 
50  But the Jews stirred up the devout and honourable women, and 
the chief men of the city, and raised persecution against Paul and 
Barnabas, and expelled them out of their coasts. 
51  But they shook off the dust of their feet against them, and came 
unto Iconium. 
52  And the disciples were filled with joy, and with the Holy Ghost. 

 
Jesus taught us to pray importunately, unashamedly, boldly to the Father.  
In Luke 18 we are to taught to pray always; not to faint. 

 
Lk.18.1 ¶  And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men 
ought always to pray, and not to faint; 
2  Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, neither 
regarded man: 
3  And there was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, saying, 
Avenge me of mine adversary. 
4  And he would not for a while: but afterward he said within himself, 
Though I fear not God, nor regard man; 
5  Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her 
continual coming she weary me. 
6  And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith. 
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7  And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night 
unto him, though he bear long with them? 
8  I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the 
Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth? 

 
We need to pray. Jesus taught us to pray.  Let us be faithful to pray always, 
wherever we are and in whatever state we are in.  He hears and answers 
our prayers. 
  
εἰ οὖν ὑμεῖς πονηροὶ ὑπάρχοντες οἴδατε ἀγαθὰ δόματα διδόναι τοῖς 
τέκνοις ὑμῶν πόσῳ μᾶλλον ὁ πατὴρ ὁ ἐξ οὐρανοῦ δώσει πνεῦμα ἅγιον τοῖς 
αἰτοῦσιν αὐτόν 

 


