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                                                           JOSEPH   THE   DREAMER 
INTRO: -We have an amazing history here of God and his people.  The name of God does not appear in this chapter, nor his purposes. 
             -We see sin and hatred and envy and wicked schemes. But behind it all is the all-controlling and guiding hand of God. 
             -God works all things, even the sin and hatred in this story to work for good and the salvation of his people. 
 

I.  THE CONTEXT: 

A.  Jacob’s family living in the land of Canaan. 
1. In Genesis 36 we are given the household of Esau in his generations: reprobates, despisers of God’s covenant. 

       2. Esau separates from Jacob, because his possessions were many. The main reason: hatred for the church. 
       3. Esau and his descendants prosper in their wickedness, not in God’s favor but the way God brings them into destruction. 
       4. In distinction, Genesis 37 begins the history of Jacob, who dwelt in the land wherein his father was a stranger: Canaan. 
       5. The implication is that Jacob followed in the spiritual footsteps of Abraham and Isaac, children of God. 

B.  A dysfunctional family:  
1. Although children of God, Scripture portrays God’s people with all of their sins, not glossing over them. 
2. Jacob has multiple wives with favoritism between them and favoritism between his children. 
3. It is a household filled with hatred, envy, bitterness, sin, and evil. Although the church, the brothers at this time were evil. 
4. Jacob has his young impressionable 17 yr. old out working in the fields with these evil brothers (vs.2)! 

C.  The bitter hatred of the brothers against Joseph. 
1. Bitter hatred because Joseph brought unto their father their evil reputation. They could not speak peaceably w/ him. 
2. Bitter hatred because they saw that Jacob loved Joseph more than all his children. Understandable: a godly child. 
3. Bitter hatred because Jacob is foolish enough to display his favoritism in the giving of a beautiful coat to Joseph. 
4. Hatred because Joseph is a righteous lad, and they were wicked. He would not join them in their wickedness. 
 

II.  THE DREAMS GIVEN: 

A. Two dreams: 
1. First is the dream of the sheaves in the field, Joseph’s sheave stands upright, the brother’s sheaves bow down. 
2. Second is the dream of the sun, moon and eleven stars bow down to Joseph. 
3. While these dreams are essentially alike, the second is more emphatic, including his parents! 
4. These are not the imaginations and dreams of young boys, but a revelation of God! 
5. God will exalt Joseph to a place of glory and of dominion in his family. 

B.  Joseph reveals his dreams 
1.  When God sends a dream, he does it so that the dream can be announced. 
2.  Joseph announces the dreams not in pride or self glory. 
3.  He is a prophet who has received a special revelation from the Lord that cannot be hidden. 
4.  These dreams are a testimony against Joseph’s brothers. 
5.  God will humble the proud, and he will exalt the lowly. What a type of our Lord Jesus Christ!  

C.  The reaction to the dreams:  
1. Hatred of Joseph especially because the Lord shows distinction to Joseph in the giving of the dreams: The Dreamer 
2. This is different than hating Joseph for his coat: that came from Jacob. 
3. This word came from the Lord. It was prophetic. It is a rebellion against divine revelation. They despise God! 
4. They were not ready to embrace God’s purposes for them and their family. Difficult! 
5. Even Jacob has a hard time and rebukes his son. But then we read: “his father observed the saying (vs.11).” 
 

III.  THE PURPOSE OF THIS REVELATION 

A.  “What is the purpose?” we might ask. 
1. Surely this revelation will not bring peace to a hostile situation. 
2. God’s Word will always bring hostility until one bows in submission, repentance, and faith. 
3. Always the Word has a two-fold effect; always it brings offense to those who are willfully living in sin and hatred. 

B.  God’s Word brings comfort to Joseph. 
1. Joseph needed these dreams right now in the midst of his wicked brethren. 
2. Joseph would need these dreams in the next two decades of silence from heaven. 
3. He would need them in the way he would have to travel: the way of humiliation and suffering. 
4. This is the Word of God for the great Antitype, Jesus Christ who would have to suffer and die for our sins: Exalted!  
5. This is still God’s Word for his people who are pilgrims and strangers in this world, called to suffer for his sake. 

C.  God’s Word to Jacob’s family. 
1. It is first of all a testimony against the wicked brothers who despised and hated their brother. 
2. It is a testimony against their wickedness in hating Joseph because he was righteous.  
3. God will bring them low, but that too is a blessing for God’s people when they are humbled in their sin. 
4. It is a testimony that they will remember later and the evil that they committed against Joseph as they confess their sin. 
5. It is a testimony of the ways of the Lord that are beyond our understanding. “God works all things for good…” 
6. It is a testimony to Jacob how the Lord one day will save him through a son of his household! 
7. It is a testimony to God’s people, one of their own flesh, despised by men, exalted by God for their salvation. 



8. Yes, in this history let us see Christ!  God’s purposes hidden but revealed. Joseph the dreamer. 


