
IV.   ____________________:  FIGHT TO THE FINISH (v 14) 

 

A. Never ____________________. 
 

 “Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but 

one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may 

obtain it.”                    I Corinthians 9:24 

 

 “But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life 

dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and the 

ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to 

the gospel of the grace of God.”                  Acts 20:24 

 

      B.   Question:  Do you have tenacity? 
 

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, 

always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that 

your labor is not in vain in the Lord.”     I Corinthians 15:58 
 

 

 

V. _______________:  FOLLOW THE FRAMEWORK (vs 15-16) 

 

A. ____________________ the Word of God 
 

“And also if anyone competes in athletics, he is not crowned 

unless he competes according to the rules.”   II Timothy 2:5 

 

 

B. Question:  Are you obeying the Word of God? 
 

“26 Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: 

not as one who beats the air.  

27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, 

when I have preached to others, I myself should become 

disqualified.”         I Corinthians 9:26-27 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

A. Have you lost your joy in a negative world?  Joy is a  

 negativity killer!!  God is the source of true joy.  No matter  

 what challenges you face or even suffer, He will provide  

 extreme joy in your life! 
 

“Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!”   

       Philippians 4:4 
 

Joy is an outward reflection of gladness because of an 

inward connection with God. 
 

B. The book of Philippians is my favorite book of the Bible  

 because is is a: 
 

1. ___________ Book – It tells a lot about the apostle Paul. 

2. ________________ Book – It deals with relevant issues. 

3. _________________ Book – It tells how to choose joy.  

The word joy in some form appears ___________ times 

in this book.  Paul wrote this book from a prison cell. 
 

C. In this series, we will look to God’s Word to see how you 

 can unleash your joy in different areas of your life.  
 

Oct 7  Building Greater Relationships  

 Oct 14  Making Sense Of Suffering 

 Oct 21  Finding Purpose 

 Oct 28  Reducing Conflict With Others 

 Nov 4  Conquering Complaining 

 TODAY Reaching Your Potential   

 Nov 18  I Hate Religion! 

 Nov 25  Living Right In A Wrong World 

 Dec 2  Help, I’m Stressed 

 Dec 9  Experiencing Satisfaction 

 Dec 16  Generosity Matters 
 

D. Text:  Philippians 3:12-16 (Pew Bible/Page 204/New Test.) 

 

MEMORY VERSE 

“I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of 

God in Christ Jesus.”                                Philippians 3:14 



HOW TO REACH YOUR POTENTIAL 
 

I. __________________:  FACE YOUR FAULTS (vs 12-13a) 
 

A. Admit your _____________ and grow beyond them. 
 

 “He who covers his sins will not prosper, But 

whoever confesses and forsakes them will have 

mercy.”       Proverbs 28:13 

 

“In Him we have redemption through His blood, the 

forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His 

grace”         Ephesians 1:7 

 

B. Question:  Where do you need to change? 
 

“23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me, 

and know my anxieties; 

24 And see if there is any wicked way in me, And 

lead me in the way everlasting.”      Psalm 139:23-24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II. ___________________:  FORGET THE FORMER (v 13b) 
 

A. Do not allow the ___________ to control you today. 
 

“18 Do not remember the former things, Nor 

consider the things of old. 

19 Behold, I will do a new thing, Now it shall spring 

forth;  Shall you not know it? I will even make a 

road in the wilderness And rivers in the desert.” 

      Isaiah 

43:18-19 
 

Most people tend to forget the things they should 

remember and remember the  things they should 

forget. 
 

The two things we need to forget are failures and 

successes. 

 

B. Question:  What memory do you need to forget? 
 

“12 As far as the east is from the west, So far has He 

removed our transgressions from us. 

13 As a father pities his children,So the LORD pities 

those who fear Him. 

14 For He knows our frame;He remembers that we 

are dust.”            Psalm 103:12-14 

 

 

 

III. __________________:  FOCUS ON THE FUTURE (v 13c) 
 

A. Discover and do the will of _________________. 
 

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you 

may prove what is that good and acceptable and 

perfect will of God.”            Romans 12:2 

 

 
 

B. Question:  Are you focused on doing the will of God? 
 

“15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as 

fools but as wise,  

16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 

17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what 

the will of the Lord is. ”          Ephesians 5:15-17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“And of some have compassion, making a difference:”   

                    Jude 22 


