
 
 
 
 
 

“David’s Kindness to Those in Need” 
2 Samuel 9:1-13 

Nov. 11, 2012 
 

1. Kindness as a priority. 
 

 He sought out opportunities to be kind. (1) 

 For the sake of Jonathan. (1,3) 

 For the sake of God. (3b) 
 
 

2. Kindness undeserved. 
 

 A descendant of Saul. (3) 

 Disabled. (3,13b) 

 A “dead dog.” (8) 
 
 

3. Kindness given. 
 

 Reassurance. (7a) 

 Restoration. (7) 

 Regarded as family. (7b) 
 
 

4. Kindness multiplied. (11-12) 
 
 
 
 
Application: 
 

1. Would people say that one of your top priorities is kindness? Do you look for opportunities? Be 
intentional this week in showing kindness. 

2. Do you ever hesitate because of the presumed unworthiness of the person? What does David’s example 
say to that hesitation? 

3. Meditate upon Eph. 4:32 and ask the Lord to help you be kind to those around you. 
  



Bible Study Questions/ Discussion 
“David’s Kindness to Those in Need” 

2 Samuel 9:1-13 
Nov. 11, 2012 

 
1. Discuss the difference between feeling a spontaneous “kindness” toward someone in need and 

“planning” to be kind. What role do they both have in your life?  What planned opportunities of 
kindness can we be a part of in the next several weeks? What did King David do one day concerning the 
house of Saul? (2 Sam. 9:1) 

 
2. What were the two reasons for David’s effort of kindness? (9:1,3) Discuss the character of God –

“Kindness.” 

 Ps. 117:2 –  

 Jonah 4:2 –  

 Romans 2:4 –  

 Eph. 2:7 –  

 Titus 3:4 –  

 I Cor. 13:4 –  
 

3. Describe the level of commitment David had toward his friend Jonathan. What can we learn from     
their example to us? (I Sam. 18:1; 20:15,17,42) What kind of commitment had David made to Saul?        
(I Sam. 24:20-22) 

 
4. Discuss the condition of Mephibosheth. What happened to him? (2 Sam. 9:3-4; 4:4) How does 

Mephibosheth describe himself? (2 Sam. 9:8) Have you ever felt unworthy of God’s kindness? What 
does the Bible say about our condition apart from Christ? 

 Eph. 2:1 –  

 Lk. 19:10 – 

 Jn. 3:16 – 

 Jn. 3:36 –  

 2 Cor. 4:3-4 –  

 Eph. 2:12 –  

 Isa. 53:6 –  
 

5. As David reaches out to Mephibosheth, what does he say to him? (7a) What role does reassurance   
have when we are reaching out to people with kindnesss? What fears might they be experiencing? 
Describe the place of value that David was giving to Mephibosheth. (7,11) What kind of value do we 
have in Christ? (2 Cor. 5:21; Eph. 1:5 
 

6. Review the comparison principles between Mephibosheth and every Christ-follower. 
 
Mephibosheth       The Christian 
 

 Hurt and hiding      Hurt and hiding from God 

 Physically disabled     Spiritually disabled (Rom. 3:23) 

 The king searches for him    Jesus, the King searches for us. (Lk. 19:10)  

 Mephibosheth had nothing to offer.   We have nothing to offer. (Eph. 2:8-9) 

 Undeserved honor and place at the king’s table.  Given rights of sonship and a place for all of  
       eternity at the table of the King of kings. 
        (Jn. 1:12; 14:1-3) 

 


