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Mark seven. We are going to be looking at verses 31 through 37 this evening. And the 
title of my sermon is “The Deaf Ministry of Jesus.”   
 
Jesus had one of the most powerful ministries to the deaf while he walked this earth. We 
haven’t seen any evidence of that yet in the book of Mark. Tonight is the first example 
that we do have in the book of Mark, but we are going to see a powerful example. What 
he is doing in the book of Mark is the Lord has been building a case.  With every one of 
these accounts that we have seen in the first seven chapters, the Lord is building a case 
for his deity, that he is truly God. Jesus Christ is God.  And we have seen him exercise 
power over demons. We have seen him exercise power over illnesses. We have seen him 
exercise power over the wind and the waves, the elements. He walked on the water. He 
took five barley loaves and two fish and fed thousands of people. Surely this is more than 
a teacher. This is more than just some great teacher. This is God in the flesh. There can 
be no question. Just one example after... he even raised people from the dead at this point 
going through the book of Mark. 
 
Well, now we come to Mark chapter seven, the last several verses here and he is going to 
heal a deaf man perfectly.  He is going to take a man who is deaf and a man who is not 
able to speak clearly and without any speech therapy and without any surgery or any kind 
of implants or anything like that, he is just going to heal him perfectly. At this moment, 
from the moment that he heals him, everything that has to happen....  
 
I was speaking with Michelle this week by email about this miracle. It is really 
incredible.  Everything that would have to happen to have a man speak perfectly is just 
amazing. It is more than just hearing. There is more to it than just getting that ability to 
hear. If you think about it, if you weren’t able to hear over a long period of time to 
suddenly be able to speak perfectly this is truly an amazing miracle. And even the people 
that see it are going to come comment on that as we go down through Mark seven.  
 
Now we are blessed in this small church plant to have had deaf people come and be in 
attendance here. And Michelle knows American Sign Language and Fran is also able to 
communicate with the deaf. And so that has been a blessing to have a couple of people in 
the church to be able to do that. Now in this text we are going to see three general lessons 



Page 2 of 12 
 

about the person and work of Jesus, but as we do that, we are going to see how Jesus 
dealt with a deaf man in this passage and I hope that the Lord will expand our vision for 
deaf ministry as we see how Jesus interacted with this man. 
 
There is a lot more going on in this text than what I had ever seen before.  I have 
probably read Mark seven 100 times at least in the course of my life. And I have often 
found myself asking myself: Why is Jesus doing what he is doing in these verses? It 
doesn’t make any sense what he does, unless you think of it from a different perspective. 
 
So we are going to look at that perspective tonight.  
 
Now the first lesson I want to point out to you is in verses 31 and 32 and that is the 
fruitfulness of personal evangelism.  Personal evangelism is kind of getting a bad rap 
these days. People say it is not effective. You know, it is just not effective to, you know, 
just come up to somebody cold turkey and give him a gospel tract and begin a 
conversation with him. It is not effective.  Well, we are going to see the effectiveness of it 
in verses 31 and 32. Mark seven verse 31.   It says: 
 

Then he returned from the region of Tyre and went through Sidon to the 
Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis.  And they brought to him a 
man who was deaf and had a speech impediment, and they begged him to 
lay his hand on him.1 

 
Now you look at this and you are probably thinking, how is this evidence of the 
fruitfulness of personal evangelism? What does that have to do with that?   
 
Well, take a look at verse 31. In verse 31 you have a record of all the places that Jesus is 
traveling at this time in his ministry. He has left Capernaum. He has left the area of 
Galilee and he went up to Tyre and then through Sidon. Tyre would be modern day 
Lebanon, ok?  North of Israel. And so Tyre and Sidon. He travels through there and he 
takes this long route and it probably takes a couple of months because we know that 
because earlier here in the book of Mark when he feeds the thousands with five loaves 
and two fish the Bible says that when the sat down they sat down on green grass.   But 
then in Mark chapter eight he is going to feed thousands again and this time when they sit 
down they are  going to be sitting not on green grass, but on the ground.   So it is 
probably taking a couple of months for this whole thing to happen in verse 31 where 
Jesus is just spending time with his disciples pouring himself into them. We don’t have a 
whole to of record about what he did on this trip. It took a couple of months, but it was 
very important, because now there is a transition that is about to take place in the gospels. 
He is getting ready to go to the cross. And so he has been spending some time with is 
disciples pouring into them.  
 
So that is what is going on in verse 31.  But it finishes up, he ends up in the region of 
Decapolis.   
 
                                                
1 Mark 7:31-32. 
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And you say, “What is the big deal about that?  What was the evidence of fruit from 
personal evangelism here?” 
 
Well, there is another man who was dealt with by Jesus from the area of the region of 
Decapolis. Do you guys remember who that was?  The man in the tombs, yeah.  The guy 
who was possessed of legions, all those demons, remember?  And go back to Mark 
chapter five verse 20 and you are going to see what happened there.   Jesus told him to go 
back to where he was from.  He said, “Go back and tell everyone the good things that I 
have done for you, all the things that I have done for you.” 
 
And Mark chapter five verse 20 it records what he did. This man who had a legion of 
demons, he was chained up in a grave and the chains were meant to constrain him, 
because otherwise he would have attacked people and he was yelling at people as they 
were passing by.  The Lord miraculous took this man and transformed his life and then 
said to him, “Go back and proclaim what I have done for you.”  And then in verse 20 it 
says: 
 
“And he went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for 
him, and everyone marveled.”2 
 
Decapolis means 10 cities.  This was an area of 10 cities. He didn’t just go back to his 
hometown and proclaim it.  But he became a traveling evangelist. He went through all the 
region of Decapolis and he was open air preaching, essentially. He would go in and the 
word is proclaim. And in the Greek language it means to proclaim in the open air.  It 
means to herald like a trumpet, to announce good news in the public, in the public forum. 
And so this is what he is doing. He is going through all Decapolis announcing that. 
 
Jesus comes back to the region of Decapolis and if you flip back to Matthew chapter 15 
verse 30 you are going to get a fuller idea of what is going on here.  Matthew chapter 15 
verse 30. And in Matthew chapter 15 verse 30 it says this.   
 
“And great crowds came to him, bringing with them the lame, the blind, the crippled, the 
mute, and many others, and they put them at his feet, and he healed them.”3 
 
This is the whole thing that is going on here and in Decapolis there is these great crowds 
that are coming out. So it begs the question.  Where did the crowds come from?  How did 
they know about Jesus? Well, remember, he had that demon possessed guy and they ... he 
was probably a pretty popular guy for all the wrong reasons back then. And yet now 
God... the Lord had transformed his life and he went through and he proclaimed the 
gospel through Decapolis. And what you are seeing right here with this deaf m an is a 
fruit of that personal evangelism.  
 
Here is what happens. A lot of times when we say, well, there is no fruit from personal 
evangelism. Well, how to you measure it?  You see, the thing is he went out and 
                                                
2 Mark 5:20.  
3 Matthew 15:30.  
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proclaimed it. Maybe he never saw these great crowds himself, right?  But what happens? 
When Jesus comes there is a harvest.  And the same thing is true.  For those of you who 
are active in personal evangelism, don’t give up. Keep preaching. Keep your hand to the 
plow.  And when the Lord comes there will be a harvest. The Lord is the Lord of the 
harvest, Matthew chapter nine says.  He is the one who harvests. He is the one who 
counts converts. He is the one who truly knows who is saved and who is not and who is a 
result of that. So be faithful. That is encouraging.   
 
But there is a second example herein verse 32 and it would be easy to overlook this one 
as well in verse 32.  It says... it just says simply here in the ESV: 
 
“And they brought to him a man who was deaf.”4 
 
I think we can assume here we are talking about friends.  These ... the friends of the deaf 
man bring this man to Jesus because they are expecting him to do something for him.  
 
Now you say, “I don’t know that I could ever be the guy who is going through Decapolis 
standing up on, you know, an open public forum in a marketplace and heralding what 
Jesus has done.” But can you bring a friend to come meet Jesus, right? Can you invite 
someone to come hear more about Jesus? 
 
You say, “I don’t really feel comfortable going out and engaging someone in a 
conversation, a stranger.”   
 
Well, that is fine, but can you invite them to church?  You know, can you give him a, you 
know, a link online on the internet to a good gospel sermon and just point that out to him 
and say, “Hey, listen to this and tell me what you think”?  I mean, you don’t have to be a 
great evangelist to do that, but you can just small creative ways invite people.  Do 
something, because someone who has really been impacted by the grace of God, right, 
we have a sense I ought to do something, because when you see the enormity of the grace 
that we have received and people need to know.  
 
And you say, “I am not ready to go do the...” 
 
Well, you don’t have to be the guy who goes through all Decapolis, but you could be like 
the deaf man’s friends and invite, you know, bringing him along to meet Jesus, bring 
someone along to meet Jesus. And so just a couple of simple examples. The fruitfulness 
of personal evangelism. You are going to see the fruitfulness of what these friends do for 
this deaf man as we go through the text.   
 
Now the second lesson that we have here—and this is striking.  This is what I was talking 
about earlier and it is striking. It is the compassion of Jesus.   Jesus shows an enormous 
amount of compassion, very, very deep concern for the individual deaf man here in verse 
33 and 34.  Verse 33. 
 
                                                
4 Mark 7:32.  
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And taking him aside from the crowd privately, he put his fingers into his 
ears, and after spitting touched his tongue.  And looking up to heaven, he 
sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.”5 

 
All right. Here is the problem that I have always had reading Mark chapter seven. Why in 
the world is the Lord sticking his fingers in the deaf man’s ears and then taking some 
saliva and placing it on his tongue? I am guessing the guy is not just walking around with 
his mouth open, ok? So he has probably got to open his mouth and then, you know, do 
one of those, right?  How? Why?  Because up to this point in the book of Mark 
everything we have read, well, Jesus heals somebody he doesn’t hardly do anything.  He 
just says, you know, “Hey, be gone,” with the demons, “be gone.”  You know he touches 
the girl who has died and says, “Little lamb, or little girl arise.”  And she just comes up 
out of the... like she was asleep or something.  But she was dead. 
 
So why does the Lord have to stick his fingers in the ears and then, you know, all that. 
Well, what is the deal with all that?   What do you guys think? Some of you I have talked 
to about this, so don’t spill the beans, those of you that I have talked to about this. But 
what do you think?  
 
This is a tough one, isn't it, if you think about it.  Here is the deal. I never knew what to 
think about it.  And I will tell you how I kind of... what happened here.  I am studying 
this this week and I am praying. I am like, “Lord, what were you doing?” 
 
And I am not saying the Lord spoke to me in an audible voice or anything like that. I am 
just saying that I had this think just pop into my head.  Imagine you are a deaf person.  So 
what is happening here? Jesus is using sign language. Isn’t that amazing? I thought, 
maybe I am off on this. And I started looking through some commentaries and there is a 
guy named. R. C. H. Lenski, fantastic commentary and he says this is clearly Jesus using 
sign language. And I thought, well, I don’t want to just take one guy’s word for it and so I 
looked up John MacArthur on the internet to see what he had to say in Mark chapter 
seven and John MacArthur says, “Well, clearly the guy is using sign language.” 
 
So I am in good company. I am not teaching you heresy.  At least if I am, so are they. But 
what I am saying here is, well, just place yourself in the position. Let’s break this down a 
little bit.  Let’s ... he is breaking through the loneliness of the deaf world. That is what he 
is doing here. He is taking some time to communicate. Look at the very first thing he 
does in verse 33.   
 
“And taking him aside from the crowd privately...”6 
 
When I kind of got a hold of this I sent a text message over to Grace Colgan who is deaf.  
And I just... without giving her any hints or anything I said, “Just tell me if you are in his 
position, what are you thinking as a deaf person? What are you thinking?” 
 
                                                
5 Mark 7:33-34. 
6 Mark 7:33.  
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So I asked her if I could quote her and she said that I could. So in verse 33 when he takes 
him aside here is what she said. “Deaf people are very easily distracted. So he took him 
aside for his full attention.” See, because deaf people are very much in tune with what 
they see around them. And so if you are in a big crowd it would be very distracting. Jesus 
was aware of that and in compassion and showing care for this man even though it was a 
huge crowd, he takes the time with the individual. He pulls him away so that he can 
speak to him directly. And then he lets him know what he is about to do. These next 
things are signs that he is performing to let him know what is going on. 
 
But before we get there, here is something else that Grace said and I think it is worth 
saying. She said, “I know that I would realize that this is a very important person and he 
considers me as important as well, because deaf people are ignored.  It would move me 
beyond words that Jesus took time for me. I would feel as if he is personally touching me, 
that this was once my space, my world and it now belongs to him as well.” 
 
That was a really profound thing for her to say, because I think there is truth here.  The 
Lord is taking him  aside and because he is communicating, folks, the deaf are ignored in 
our society.  And so when you take the time to communicate with them, then they feel 
special. They feel loved. This was their world. They are kind of isolated in their own little 
world from talking with grace and from talking with Fran about how deaf will often feel. 
They don’t feel a part of our conversations. They don't feel a part of our fellowship, 
because they have got this language barrier that is going on.   
 
And so Jesus is breaking through that.  And that is beautiful.  That is really beautiful if 
you stop and think about it. The compassion, the time that the Lord takes to sit down and 
do this. It is a good thing. 
 
Now let’s look at the second thing he does. He sticks his fingers in his ears. He is 
touching his ears.  What is he doing? I think he is letting him know. I am going to deal 
with your deaf issue. I am touching your ears.  And then he touches his tongue. 
 
You say, “Well, what is the deal with the saliva?” 
 
I think what he is doing there is he is communicating, “I am giving you my ability to 
speak. I am about to give it to you right now.” And so he does that.  
 
And then it is not done there, because in the next verse in verse 34 he looks up to heaven. 
He is letting this person know that this ability, that this great miracle that is about to 
happen comes straight from heaven. This isn’t some man made thing.  God is about to do 
something for you. And then he sighs.  I think this is part of the communication.  
Everybody sigh. Take a deep breath and sigh. Right? It is visible. It is something you can 
see. And so he is doing this, I think, to let him know, to let this deaf man know that he 
cares about him where he is at. I think that is the best way to understand this thing.  
 
So I asked Grace about all this, about all the signs, all the touching, the touching of the 
tongue and all that. And here is what she said. Before I said anything to her about that 



Page 7 of 12 
 

this could be sign language she said, “It is almost a communication.  He is 
communicating to me that I am healed.”  
 
That is amazing. The Lord cares. He had the crowds.  Matthew 15 uses the plural. There 
were many crowds that were coming to him.  Matthew 15 verse 30 said that he took him 
and put him at his feet. That this a real polite way of saying they threw him at Jesus’ feet. 
They were just throwing all these sick people at Jesus’ feet. Come on, Jesus. Heal them, 
you know? 
 
And he stops all the insanity and takes a minute just to pull this guy aside and 
communicate very carefully, “I am about to heal you.” And then he does it.  That is 
beautiful. What does that tell us? I think what it does, what it illustrates for us is as we 
deal with people, number one, we need to take time with individuals.  People matter.   
Jesus demonstrates the fact that people matter.  
 
You know, I am an open air preacher. I like to open air preach to get the gospel out there.  
And I love it when I get a big crowd. But do you know what? It is not about the crowd. 
Because it is about the individuals in the crowd. They matter.  If I get a big crowd of 
people and I don’t take time to make myself available to the individuals within that 
crowd, I am missing the whole point of open air preaching.  The point isn't just so I can 
get a crowd. The point is so that people can hear the gospel, that they can interact with 
Jesus, that they can meet Jesus. And that is what Jesus does here. He gets away from the 
crowd to spend time one to one. So there is a lesson there. But don’t miss the obvious 
lesson here, too, about communication. 
 
Look the deaf world does feel isolated.  I have heard a statistic that something like only 
one to two percent of people who are  deaf have had the gospel signed to them in 
American Sign Language, only one to two percent.  And yet all around us we have this 
community of folks that needs the gospel. We worry about reaching unreached people 
groups and yet we have this unreached people group right in our own back yard that we 
are really doing very little about. 
 
I am not saying we have got it all together because, look, we have somebody who knows 
sign language and we have had a couple of folks here who are deaf, because, look, you 
know, I am not smart enough to work that out. That wasn’t me getting those folks here. 
The Lord brought them here.  That is God’s work. And so we can’t take any credit for 
that, but we really haven’t done much to reach the community either. But we have got to 
pray about that and say, “Lord, would you bring? Would you lead us sovereignly to 
people that we could minister to that way and invite them out to church so they could 
hear the gospel in their own language?” It is a language barrier, not a handicap. It is a 
language barrier. That is what you are dealing with here is a language barrier.  And so we 
need to be aware of it.   
 
And this really helps me aware of it. You know, the Lord is aware of it.  And he took the 
time to communicate that way. So that is an amazing thing. And that is the compassion of 
Christ. May the Lord do a work in our hearts to care about people that way, to take the 
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time to make sure that we are communicating clearly what the gospel is to people as they 
need to hear it, because they need to hear it. Jesus took the time to do that and you could 
apply that in so many other different ways. 
 
So that brings us to the third lesson her and it is, very simply, the power of Jesus.  Look 
at the power of Jesus. He says here at the end of the verse, verse 34: 
 
“Ephphatha.”7 
 
That is Aramaic. That is the common language of Palestine at that time and it simply 
means be opened.   
 
Now the Greek tense for be opened means like a complete and lasting opening of the 
ears.  This was a perfect healing. We are going to see more evidence of that.   
 
Let’s move right on to it and see it, verse 35.  And verse 35 says: 
 
“And his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly.”8 
 
So it is immediate in verse 35. His ears are opened. I believe in the Greek there is a word 
immediately in there, one of Mark’s favorite words.  Immediately his ears were opened. 
This healing is immediate and it is complete because he can now speak plainly. There is 
no in his speech there is nothing that would betray his former speech impediment, 
nothing.  He speaks completely perfectly. And the people comment on it in verse 37. 
 
“And they were astonished beyond measure, saying, ‘He has done all things well.’”9  
 
When they say he has done all things well, what they are saying is he has done all things 
perfectly.  What they are commenting on is the nature of the healing.  The fact that the 
guy can speak perfectly, ok, they are commenting on that.  All of his healings were that 
way. Every healing that he did was that way. Even if they saw these other healings, I am 
sure it was the same way.  When he... when someone was blind they could see. You 
know, they couldn’t just see a little bit. They could see perfectly.  When someone was 
dead, they came to life. There is no partly dead, right?   You are dead or alive. So here is 
this man or this girl who is brought to life from death.  You know, this is perfect healing 
wherever he goes.  
 
I want to contrast that for a minute with the word of faith healers, the guys that go around 
on TV and you know they say, “Sow your love gift into our ministry and God will bless 
you back with 1000 fold if you sow into our ministry,” right?  These guys go around. 
They travel the country and they have these big crusades and people go forward and they 
have these examples of people coming on stage and then being healed. Well, there has 
been all kinds of studies been done on those people who have gone across the platform 

                                                
7 Mark 7:34.  
8 Mark 7:35.  
9 Mark 7:37.  
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and been healed. May times later they lose their healing. And the faith healers know it so 
they come up with excuses as to why people loose their healing. 
 
Do you know what? With Jesus they never lost their healing.  Because he does all things 
well. He does all things perfectly. His healing is perfect. When, hey, I believe in healing. 
I believe God can heal. I believe you pray for some one and God can heal. He can use 
medicine to heal.  It could be part of it. Sometimes he doesn’t even use medicine. But 
when he does it, he does it perfectly. So don’t fall for the sham.  
 
The healing was immediate. It is interesting to read some of the Bible commentaries and 
what they say about this, because, like me, they had no idea. What do you with a sticking 
your fingers in the ears and everything else?  Some... here is what some of them said. 
 
J. C. Ryle said, “His reasons for the course adopted are not recorded.” So Ryle says, “Ah, 
I have no idea what is going on here.” 
 
G. Campbell Morgan he said, “There has been a weakening in his power because of a 
weakening faith in him.” And so the putting the fingers in the ear and all this stuff would 
strengthen the faith of the people.   
 
Alexander McLaren said, “The miracle is a process which is why Jesus needed to touch 
his ears and his tongue. It had to be a process.”  
 
No. It was immediate.  It was like that. This was no process.  His healing was immediate 
and it speaks to the fact that Jesus Christ is God. Mohammed is dead. Buddha is dead. 
The Hari Krishna, all this stuff is fake. It is false.  It is phony. Jesus Christ has conquered 
the grave. He has proven himself to be God by his teaching and by his miracles that the 
performed. What do you do with that? You bow the knee to King Jesus. That is what you 
do with that. Say, “Jesus Christ is God. I repent of my sins. I have placed my faith in 
Christ alone for my salvation and you have eternal life through Christ.”  
 
Now it sends the crowd into a frenzy in verses 36 and 37 as we wrap this up.  
 

And Jesus charged them to tell no one. But the more he charged them, the 
more zealously they proclaimed it.  And they were astonished beyond 
measure, saying, “He has done all things well. He even makes the deaf 
hear and the mute speak.”10 

 
He sends the crowd into a frenzy. Literally in verse 37 they are astonished beyond 
measure means literally thrown into amazement and then staying that way.  They were 
blown away, to use the vernacular.  They could not conceive of the power that this was 
that could heal this perfectly in this way, because he is God. And it gets some very 
excited about who Jesus is. So much so that here in verse 36 they are going on telling 
everybody.  Jesus says, “Don’t tell anyone.”   

                                                
10 Mark 7:36-37. 
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Now this is not the first time we have seen this in the book of Mark. Several times Jesus 
has said, “Don't’ tell anyone.” 
 
If you put yourself in the position of the deaf man, remember he couldn’t speak very well 
either. He is out hanging out with his friend and they are hanging out with the guy and he 
just starts talking to him. I don’t think they are going, you know, not ask questions. They 
are probably going to say, “What is going on here?” 
 
And so it is really not a surprise that he was telling people, because it would have just 
happened in the course of life.   
 
What was Jesus doing here? I think John MacArthur is right about this. Why did Jesus 
say don’t tell anyone?  The answer is that the whole gospel is not that Jesus can heal. 
That is not the whole content of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  And these other times when 
Jesus has said, “Don't tell anyone,” at those individual moments those things were not the 
whole gospel. 
 
Let me give you an example. Go back to Luke chapter nine verses 18 through 21.  And I 
do get this straight from John MacArthur. There is no... this portion of it that is where I 
am getting it from. I think he is right.  Luke nine verse 18.  It says: 
 

Now it happened that as he was praying alone, the disciples were with 
him. And he asked them, “Who do the crowds say that I am?”  And they 
answered, “John the Baptist. But others say, Elijah, and others, that one of 
the prophets of old has risen.”  Then he said to them, “But who do you say 
that I am?” And Peter answered, “The Christ of God.” And he strictly 
charged and commanded them to tell this to no one.11 

 
Saying, you are the Messiah of God, you are the Son of God, you are the Messiah, the 
promised Messiah. That is a very important thing.  And it is a part of the gospel message, 
but it is not the entire gospel. It doesn’t include anything about Jesus Christ dying on the 
cross for sinners. It doesn't include anything about the resurrection of Jesus Christ and so 
after that happens then what does Jesus say?  Go into all the world and preach the gospel 
to every creature.  
 
All bets are off. Everything I told you before about not telling anyone, forget about that. 
Now go out and tell everyone because now you have the content of the whole gospel. Go 
out and proclaim it. I think that is the best way to understand this. 
 
We serve an amazing Lord. That this what it comes down to. We serve an amazing Lord, 
the one who could heal the deaf. To me, you know, the Scriptures say that greater works 
would you do, you know, after Christ died and rose again from the dead. He says, 
“Greater works.” What could be greater than someone  being risen from the dead? What 
could be greater than a deaf person being able to hear and to speak?  What could be 
                                                
11 Luke 9:18-21.  
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greater than that? I think when you take someone who is spiritually deaf, they are tone 
deaf to the things of God. They don’t get it. You know, they hear the gospel. And they 
don’t respond. And they are... as it says in Ephesians chapter two they are dead in their 
trespasses and sins.  When God takes someone who is spiritual dead in their trespasses 
and sins and death to the things of God and gives them life and causes them to hear, it 
takes people who are spiritually blind and then causes them to see. Even though it was all 
there right along all the time right in front of them, suddenly {?} when God does that, 
that is a greater work.  
 
And so that this the greater work that we ought to see. We ought to see God saving 
people. That is our prayer is that God would save people that way.   
 
And let’s be mindful of this as we go forward.  You know, Grace hasn’t... Grace isn’t 
able to come as much as she once was because she moved and, but we will still see her 
now and then and maybe the Lord will be gracious to us and Patricia was here a couple of 
weeks ago who is also deaf. Maybe the Lord would be gracious to us to bring other folks 
who are deaf into our congregation. If that happens, be very aware that, you know, they 
fell isolated. So do what you can.  You say, “I don’t know what to do. I feel awkward.” 
Well, grab a hold of Michelle, you know, or grab a hold of Fran when she is here and say, 
“I want to talk to this person. I want to talk to Grace or Patricia or whoever,” and, you 
know, look them in eye. And just slow down and speak clearly. And a lot of times they 
can read lips. You know, this is a language barrier than can be broken. Let them know 
that you care about them.  
 
And the Lord did it.  So we ought to do that, too. 
 
Well, that is... we have a glorious Lord. We have a glorious Savior.  And so let’s bow 
together and worship him a little bit and Robert will come and lead us in one more song. 
 
Lord, you are glorious.  Lord, you are compassionate to a degree that, Lord, we are 
ashamed of our feeble attempts. Lord, you care so much about individuals. You took them 
aside. You spent time with them. You communicated in such a way that it could be 
understand. Lord, help us to do the same thing. Help us to love people.   
 
After all is said and done when we come to the end of our lives, all the things that we 
lived for really will not matter a bit.  Our jobs, our money, our possessions.  When we are 
there on our death bed, it will not matter a bit. The only thing that will matter at that time 
will be you and the only heritage that we will have at that point is what we have done for 
the kingdom of God.  Lord, teach us to love as you love. Teach us to have compassion as 
you had compassion and teach us to preach the whole counsel of God and to speak the 
truth in love.  And, Lord, we pray that you would... Lord, that you might be pleased to 
help us to minister to the deaf population that is always around us, Lord. Give us 
wisdom. I am grateful for the little bit of ministry that we have had here, Lord. We pray 
that you would expand that and that we would see others be benefited that way as well, 
but that they would hear the gospel, have the gospel communicated in their own 
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language, Lord.  It is so important. Lord, we pray that you would do a work. We pray 
these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


