
Christ strengthens our faith to acknowledge Him before a hostile world.  He strengthens our faith by 

reminding us of ultimate honor and shame, by condemning blasphemy, and by assuring us of wisdom 

from the Holy Spirit. 

1) Christ strengthens our faith by reminding us of ultimate honor and shame (12:8-9). 

a) Acknowledge Christ in the face of hostility to suffer shame from man now but to enjoy honor 

from Christ ultimately. 

b) Deny Christ in the face of hostility to enjoy honor from man now but to suffer shame from Christ 

ultimately. 

c) “The angels of God” attend the court of heaven.   

i) The implication is that Christ as God, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, will either 

acknowledge or deny one in the final judgment.   

ii) Being “unknown” or “denied” by God means hell (Luke 13:25-28; Matt. 7:23; 25:12). 

d) This does not preclude repentance for failure to confess (Luke 22:54-62; Acts 2:14ff.; 3:11-4:20; 

5:17-32). 

e) Application: Beware of “loving your life” and thus losing it.  If you have denied Christ by word, 

deed, or silence, repent.  God is merciful and will forgive and restore. 

2) Christ strengthens our faith by condemning blasphemy (12:10). 

a) “Speaks a word against” is a Semitism for “to curse.” 

b) “Son of Man” is Jesus’ oblique self-reference. 

c) “Blasphemes” means to speak evil concerning someone. 

d) “Against the Holy Spirit” has OT background in Israel’s wilderness wandering, in which their 

grumbling against God is condemned as blasphemy against His Holy Spirit (Isa. 63:10; Psalm 

78:40-42; 106:32-33).  OT and present context seem to point to rejection of God’s manifest, 

saving power. 

e) Why forgiveness for one but not the other? 

i) Satan/Spirit View: Attributing the works of Jesus that were wrought by the Spirit to 

Beelzebul/the devil (Matt. 12:31-32; Mark 3:28-30); does not fit Luke’s context 

ii) Salvation History View: Rejecting Christ when His deity was veiled by His humiliation is 

forgivable; rejecting Christ after He is raised by the Spirit and ascended is unforgiveable 

iii) Apostasy View: Rejecting Christ before the Spirit is given is forgivable; Rejecting Christ after 

experiencing the Spirit as the power of the age to come is unforgivable (Heb. 6:4-6) 

iv) Salvation History View is consistent with the context and Luke’s presentation of salvation 

history in Luke/Acts.  This view would serve to comfort believers who suffer injustice by 

anti-Christ authorities.  Apostasy View would serve as a sober warning not to fall away in 

times of trial. 

f) There is no salvation apart from the saving grace of the Father, through the death and 

resurrection of Christ, applied by the Holy Spirit. 

g) Application: 

i) Take comfort in God’s supreme court. 

ii) Take counsel from God’s supreme court. 

3) Christ strengthens our faith by assuring us of wisdom from the Holy Spirit (12:11-12). 



a) “When they bring you”—expectation of confessing publicly 

b) “the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities”—Jewish and Roman; secular and religious; 

the gospel will not be privatized 

c) “do not be anxious how you should defend yourself or what you should say”—Jesus is not 

discouraging from studying how to articulate the gospel, he is warning against trying to save 

your neck with clever legal gymnastics. 

d) “the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say”— “a very present help in 

trouble” (Ps. 46:1) 

e) “teach . . . ought to say”—The wisdom the Spirit gives in that moment is not a theological crash 

course, but the wisdom of faith to speak boldly as we ought to speak (Eph. 6:19-20). 

f) Application: When faced with hostility to the gospel, do not try to defend yourself by denying 

the gospel, but speak the truth in love by the power of the Holy Spirit who is the Spirit of Truth 

(John 14:17) and the Communion of Divine Love (2 Cor. 13:14; Rom. 5:5). 

4) Jesus strengthens our faith with Trinitarian truth. 

a) The Father’s authority and care (12:5-7) 

b) Christ’s confession before the angels (12:8) 

c)  Holy Spirit’s teaching (12:12) 

 

Doxology: “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb! . . . .  Amen! Blessing 

and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and 

ever!  Amen.”  Revelation 7:10, 12 

 


