
John (58): Jesus and the blind beggar (3)               Hymns 394, 403, How Deep the Father's Love 

 

Having been away from this chapter for a few weeks, let me begin with a brief review—if you recall, the 

chapter can be divided into three sections [1] Jesus' interaction with the blind beggar (vv1-12), [2] the 

Pharisees' interaction with the formally blind beggar (vv13-34), and [3] Jesus' second interaction with the 

formally blind beggar (vv35-41)... 

 

In the first of these (vv1-12), we saw our Savior heal the blind beggar of his physical blindness, this led to a 

lengthy interaction with the Pharisees, wherein their unbelief is prominent—I suggested four things about 

unbelief in general and theirs in particular—it was hypocritical, obstinate, religious, and hateful—the 

Pharisees' interaction with the beggar ended with them casting him out of the synagogue, v34—"And they cast 

him out..." 

 

This chapter ends with a sense of irony—it begins with a blind beggar who receives both physical and spiritual 

sight, and it ends with unbelieving Pharisees, being spiritually blinded, because they refused to confess they 

were blind beggars...   

 

Thus—before we come to our text, let me make one last introductory comment—the physical miracle (giving 

sight to his blind eyes), was intended to illustrate the need for spiritual sight to be given to spiritual eyes—

having healed the beggar of his physical blindness, our Savior uses that miracle, as a teaching occasion to 

address the spiritual blindness of the Pharisees.. 

 

F.F. Bruce—"The healing of the blind man is presented as a parable of spiritual illumination. Thanks to the 

coming of the true light of the world, many who were formerly in darkness have been enlightened...but on the 

other hand some who thought they had no need of the enlightenment He brought, because they could see 

perfectly well already, turned their backs on him and, without realizing it, moved into deeper darkness..." 

 

I.   The Beggar is Given Sight—vv35-38 

II.  The Pharisees are Blinded—vv39-41  

 

I.   The Beggar is Given Sight—vv35-38 

 

1. This poor beggar had two fundamental problems—he was physically blind, and, more seriously, he was 

spiritually blind...  

2. Several weeks ago, back in vv1-12, we beheld our Savior addressing the first of these (giving him physical 

sight), now in vv35-38 He addresses the second of these (giving him spiritual sight)... 

3. Thus—here let me describe three things about this poor beggar's faith—its progression, foundation, and 

expression... 

4. [1] Its progression—as we've seen in verses 13-34, the knowledge of this poor beggar progressively 

grows... 

5. Our Savior asks him a question, and then he responds with a question—"Do you believe in the Son of 

God? Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him..." 

6. Here we find the beggar desirous and willing to believe, but simply ignorant as to who the Son of God 

was...  

7. Our Savior graciously answer his question, v37—"You have both seen Him and it is He who is talking 

with you..." 

8. In other words—our Savior graciously reveals Himself to him, in response to his humble and sincere 

question... 

9. [2] Its foundation, v38—"Then he said, LORD, I believe"—believe what, v35—"Do you believe in the 

Son of God..."  

10. The foundation of this poor beggars faith was that he believed in the Son of God—this entailed two 

things... 

11. [a] He believed Christ was the Son of God—now, here I'm forced to address a textual variant found in 

v35... 
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12. Some of your Bibles have "the Son of Man" whereas, the Old and New King James have "the Son of 

God..." 

13. Thus—the question becomes which of these statements did John write, and my answer is simply—I don't 

know... 

14. But—if you were to examine John's gospel—you will find six times we find the phrase "believing He is 

the Son of God (while believing he is the Son of Man isn't found once)... 

15. This doesn't mean sinners shouldn't believe He's the Son of Man, but, it seems stress is placed on believing 

He's the Son of God... 

16. This then begs the question—What does it entail to believe He is the Son of God—well, it means we 

believe He's God... 

17. He is God in flesh—He's the Son of God incarnate—He is the GodMan—He is fully human and fully 

divine...  

18. [b] He believed in Christ as the Son of God—the little preposition rendered "in" literally means—"in, into, 

on, or upon..." 

19. It implies movement—"believing into Christ"—it implies a whole-souled trust or commitment to Christ 

Himself... 

20. [3] Its expression, v38—"Then he said, Lord, I believe! And he worshiped Him"—the word rendered 

"Lord" is Kurios... 

21. It at times simply means "sir" or "master" whereas at other times it carries the full wait of Sovereign 

Deity... 

22. In v36 it likely merely means "sir" whereas in v38—it apparently means far more—"Lord, I believe"—I 

believe You are LORD... 

23. Again, this likely speaks to the progression of his faith—he at first addressed Christ as SIR and then 

LORD... 

24. The Greek word rendered "worshipped" literally means—"to bow down or kiss the hand"—it describes an 

act of worship... 

25. To "worship" is to "bow before" something or someone—it's to acknowledge the object worshipped has 

superior value or authority...  

26. This proves Christ's identity as God, because no person or thing should be worshiped, except for God 

Himself... 

27. Rev.22:8-9—"Now I, John, saw and heard these things. And when I hard and saw, I fell down to worship 

before the feet of the angel who shoed me these things. Then he said to me, See that you do not do that. 

For I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren the prophets, and of those who keep the words of this 

book. Worship God..." 

28. [a] Faith often comes gradually—I have mentioned this many times in the past 10 years from this very 

pulpit...  

29. And I think it's important for two reasons—FIRST it's important for sinners who beginning to see things 

more clearly... 

30. SECONDLY, it's important for those who teach sinners to see things more clearly (that is, parents and 

pastors)... 

31. Mk.4:26-29—"The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground, and should sleep by 

night and rise by day, and the seed should sprout and grow, he himself does not know how. For the earth 

yields crops by itself: first the blade, then the head, after that the full grain in the head. But when the grain 

ripens, immediately he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come..." 

32. Here our Savior describes how His kingdom advances—both universally (in the world) and individually 

(in people)...   

33. His kingdom advances mysteriously and gradually—mysteriously, in that how it advances it's hard to 

explain... 

34. Gradually, in that it advances slowly but surely—"first the blade, then the head, after that the full grain in 

the head..."  

35. The SEED is obviously the word of God—it's is scattered through the preaching and teaching of that 

word... 

36. It's planted into the hearts of our children, by pastor and parent, and it's watered daily through humble 

prayer... 
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37. But—we must not expect "the full grain in the head" right away—oftentimes it takes a long-time to see 

this... 

38. But don't give up brethren—don't give up on your children, your extended family, or your friends and 

neighbors... 

39. [b] Faith is given graciously—by this I mean, our Savior will graciously reveal Himself to those who seek 

Him...   

40. Our Savior asks this beggar—"Do you believe in the Son of God"—to which he responded—"Who is he, 

Lord, that I may believe in Him..." 

41. In other words—he sincerely wanted to know who Christ was—he desired to know the truth of God in 

Christ... 

42. Dear friends—the Scripture everywhere affirms, that those who seek God in Christ (by faith)—will find 

Him... 

43. Prov.8:17—"Those who seek Me diligently find Me" Jer.29:13—"And you will seek Me and find Me, 

when you search for Me with all your heart..." 

44. Oh my friends, God has not hidden Himself from sinners—but He has revealed Himself for all who desire 

may find Him... 

45. Every poor sinner who seeks after God in Christ—who longs for salvation from sin through Christ's 

blood... 

46. My young friends—I hope you never have the faulty notion about God, that He doesn't really welcome 

sinners... 

47. Because we believe what the Bible teaches about God electing sinners and saving them by His Spirit in 

time... 

48. Because we believe what the Bible teaches about Christ's special love for His sheep and dying for their 

sins... 

49. Simply because we believe these Biblical truths, does not deny every person who seeks God in Christ, 

finds Him... 

50. Jn.7:17—"If anyone wills to do His will, he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether it is from God or 

whether I speak on My own authority..." 

51. If anyone wills (or desires) to do His will—what is God's will for the sinner—to believe upon His beloved 

Son... 

52. [c] Faith is seen practically—by this I mean—you will know you believe, because of the way you respond 

to Him... 

53. Faith is always seen—notice this poor beggar's faith is verbalized—"Lord, I believe"—and then 

evidenced—"And he worshiped Him..."  

54. In other words—true and saving faith always has a proper creed (the Son of God), but it also gives way to 

a changed life... 

55. Since faith comes mysteriously and often gradually—it's not always easy to know when that faith has 

come... 

56. But—we learn from this believing, formally blind beggar, that faith shows itself, it evidences itself, in 

ways...  

57. What is one undeniable and universal evidence of saving faith—that the believer bows down before 

Christ...  

58. [i] Believers bow before Him in dependence—just as a poor beggar casts himself upon a benevolent 

KING...    

59. Isa.45:22-24—"Look to Me, and be saved, all you ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other. I 

have sworn by Myself...that to Me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall take an oath. He shall say, 

Surely in the LORD I have righteousness and strength..." 

60. [ii] Believers bow before Him in adoration—faith bows before Christ in adoring love, knowing His love 

for us...  

61. Ps.45:10-11—"Listen, O daughter, consider and incline your ear; forget your own people also, and your 

father's house; so the King will greatly desire your beauty; because He is your Lord, worship Him..." 

62. [iii] Believers bow before Him in submission, Ps.2:12—"Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and you perish in 

the way...blessed are all those who put their trust in Him..." 

 



 4 

II.  The Pharisees are Blinded—vv39-41  

 

1. Having first addressed the poor beggar (vv35-38), our Savior now turns his attention to the proud 

Pharisees... 

2. [1] A judgment, v39—"And Jesus said, For judgment I have come into this world, that those who do not 

see may see, and that those who see may be made blind..." 

3. The word "judgment" here means—"a distinction or division" which is between two very different groups 

of people...   

4. It's similar to making a "pronouncement"—our Savior came into the world, to make a division among 

people... 

5. [a] That those who do not see may see—that is, that those who own their spiritual blindness and look to 

Christ for salvation... 

6. Technically speaking, every person is by nature is blind—but our Savior is talking about acknowledging 

that blindness... 

7. Rev.3:17—"Because you say, I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing – and do not 

know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked..." 

8. Here our Savior rebukes this people, for NOT knowing that by nature they are—wretched, miserable, poor, 

and naked... 

9. Thus—Christ was NOT exhorting them to MAKE THEMSELVES blind—but He was expecting them to 

own it... 

10. Rev.3:18—"I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white 

garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your 

eyes with eye salve, that you may see..." 

11. Mk.2:17—"Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I did not come to call 

the righteous, but sinners, to repentance..." 

12. Again, our Savior was not exhorting sinners to make themselves sick—but to know that they are by nature 

sick... 

13. Thus—those who are blind (who know they do not see)—they will be giving sight, or made to spiritually 

see... 

14. [b] That those who see may be made blind—that is, those who THINK they see, remain blinded by their 

pride... 

15. Again, this refers to self-perception—those who perceive themselves to natively see—remain spiritually 

blinded...  

16. The verb rendered "made blind" doesn't mean Christ makes them blind—but He merely leaves them 

blind... 

17. This is what's called "judicial hardening or blinding"—it's ALWYS done in response to obstinate 

unbelief...   

18. And, in the strictest sense, it concerns God's unwillingness to open eyes, as the direct result of continued 

rebellion... 

19. Matt.11:25-26—"At that time Jesus answered and said, I think You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 

You have hidden these things from the wise and prudent and have revealed them to babes. Even so, Father, 

for so it seemed good in Your sight..." 

20. Jn.12:37-41—" But although He had done so many signs before them, they did not believe in Him, that the 

word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spoke: Lord, who has believed our report? And to 

whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? Therefore they could not believe, because Isaiah said 

again: He has blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts, Lest they should see with their eyes, Lest they 

should understand with their hearts and turn, So that I should heal them. These things Isaiah said when he 

saw His glory and spoke of Him..." 

21. [2] A question, v40—"Then some of the Pharisees who were with Him heard these words, and said to Him, 

Are we blind also..." 

22. Having heard what our Savior said to the poor beggar in v38—the Pharisees wondered whether He spoke 

of them... 

23. It seems likely, they understood He was talking about spiritual blindness, and the need of acknowledging 

it... 
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24. I think it best to read the question as filled with pride and disgust—"Are you implying that we must come 

to you for sight..." 

25. Are you suggesting that WE, the Scribes and Pharisees, the elite, privileged, and influential, would have 

NEEDS...   

26. J.C. Ryle—"The Pharisee' question cannot possibly be taken as a humble, anxious inquiry. It is rather the 

sarcastic, sneering inquiry of men whose consciences were pricked by our Lord's words, and who felt that 

He was condemning them: 'And in what class do you place us? Are we among those whom you call blind? 

Do you mean to say that we who are doctors of the law, see and understand nothing'..." 

27. [3] A response, v41—"Jesus said to them, If you were blind, you would have no sin; but now you say, We 

see. Therefore you sin remains..." 

28. When our Savior said—"If you were blind, you would have no sin"—He means, if you would confess 

your blindness, you would be forgiven (and thus, in this sense have no sin)... 

29. Conversely—"but now you say, We see. Therefore your sin remains"—because you refuse to humble 

yourself you remain unforgiven...  

30. A.W. Pink (paraphrases)—"If you were sensible of your blindness and really desired light, if you would 

take this place before Me, salvation would be yours and no condemnation would rest upon you. But 

because of your pride and self-sufficiency, because you refuse to acknowledge your undone condition, 

your guilt remains..." 

31. John Calvin—"By these words our Savior means, If you would acknowledge your disease, it would not be 

altogether incurable; but now because you think that you are in perfect health, you continue in a desperate 

state..." 

32. Thus, throughout vv39-41 our Savior contrast two types of people, illustrated in the poor beggar and 

Pharisees... 

33. There are those who humbly own their spiritual blindness, they are given sight and forgiven—this is 

illustrated in the poor beggar...   

34. There are those who refuse to own their spiritual blindness, they are blinded and not forgiven—this is 

illustrated in the proud Pharisees... 

35. Let me close our time together, by suggesting three sober and yet beautiful lessons especially from vv39-

41... 

36. [a] A warning for proud sinners—within this passage we learn sinners can have their sin remain—that the 

guilt and filth of their sin... 

37. How are poor sinners to have their sin remain?—but by saying—"WE SEE"—that is, we don't need any 

help... 

38. There are none so blind as those who will not see—those who think they know and refuse to humble 

themselves... 

39. But dear friends, this is a tragic description of all men by nature—for we all, refuse to acknowledge our 

need... 

40. We lean upon our own understanding, and trust in the wisdom of men, instead of bowing to the wisdom of 

God...  

41. 1Cor.1:22-23—"For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified to 

the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness..." 

42. [b] An incentive for poor sinners—while this passage is sober, it's also exceedingly encouraging to poor 

sinners...  

43. For it tells them what they must do to have NO SIN—all your sin can be forever taken away just like 

that—HOW?... 

44. V41—"And Jesus said, If you were blind, you have no sin"—if you would own your blindness as your 

sin... 

45. If you acknowledge yourself as a guilty, blind, ignorant, and weak sinner—if you own yourself as sick 

with sin... 

46. If you humble yourself before Him and buy from Him true riches, a white rob, and eye-salve to anoint 

your eyes with... 

47. If you come to Him as a poor, spiritually blind beggar—He will heal you and forgive you so that you will 

have NO SIN... 
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48. [c] An encouragement for needy saints—what encouragement is found for Christians within these three 

verses... 

49. Well—I suggest there are many—but I want to suggest just one—owning our neediness fits us for further 

understanding...    

50. Christians must approach Scripture, with the deep consciousness, that we need the ongoing work of the 

Spirit... 

51. The principle that—"those who do not see may see" applies to Christians as much as it applies to lost 

sinners... 

52. [i] To see more of God—by this I mean, to see more of God's all-wise and powerful presence through 

providence... 

53. It's almost embarrassing to confess, how often I fail to see that God is in control of every second of my 

life... 

54. I teach and preach that God is sovereign, that He has determined my days, even before one of them comes 

to pass... 

55. But then when something goes wrong or I begin to hit stormy weather—it's very easy to loose sight of 

God... 

56. Thus, what is the answer (at least in part)—humble myself before God and confess that I see but only in 

part...     

57. [ii] To see more of truth—that is, to see more clearly the deeper things of Scripture, to know truth more 

fully...  

58. Why is it that so many Christians fail to grasp the truth more fully and clearly—but because they say—

WE SEE... 

59. My friends, if you are struggle to understand or believe some deep theological issue—say to God—I don't 

see... 

60. Cry out to Him—O God, my eyes are unable to fully grasp your word—I remain partially blind in one 

eye... 

61. Ps.119:18—"Open my eyes that I might behold wondrous things from your law"—from Your HOLY 

WORD... 

62. [iii] To see more of Christ—by this I don't merely mean we know more about Christ, but that we know 

Christ more... 

63. My dear friends, you can not know Christ more without knowing more about Christ—but it's possible to 

know more about Christ and not know Him more... 

64. Do you desire to know Him more intimately and affectionate—then admit to Him that you don't and pray 

that you will...  


