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THE AWESOME WORK OF THE TRIUNE GOD 

 (SUNDAY, JANUARY 12, 2014) 

SCRIPTURE: 10 WORDS; JOHN 1:1-14 

INTRODUCTION 

I don’t know how you use the word awesome. Especially when I taught, I would seek to encourage my 

students to not use the word for things that are not truly awe inspiring. I don't know that my campaign 

was very successful, but I still seek to use the word awesome in especially in considering the power, 

wisdom, and creativity of God. 

The subject of God’s creation of the universe is a place where we rightfully use the word awesome. 

Considering God’s power in bringing all of matter into existence out of nothing goes beyond our ability 

to grasp and consider God’s power. And yet God in His grace not only gives abundant evidence of His 

power to us wherever we look, but has also given us His word so that our senses may be properly 

directed. His Word and Spirit direct us to say indeed our God is an awesome God. 

Today we consider then the awesome work of the Triune God in creating the physical and spiritual 

realms in which we live. The subject of creation is powerfully connected with the Triune God’s work of 

salvation – bringing to life ruined and dead sinners through the power of the Holy Spirit and the life 

giving blood of Jesus Christ. 

Let us always be filled with awe as we consider the power of God in creation and 

salvation. 

We will be considering Genesis 1:1-2 in two parts. First, I want to mention several things by way of 

introduction. Then we will consider part of the first day of creation as described in verses 1-2. 

 

1) INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 

My first comment is my preaching through Genesis 1 and following will not cover sufficiently 

everything that could be considered on this glorious subject. I think I could say that about every sermon 

I preach, every book that we have covered. I feel compelled to encourage everyone here to continue to 

study and grow in your understanding of the book of Genesis and the subject of creation. It is especially 



Page 2 of 9 - 1/12/14 

important because this is a subject that is so under attack by Satan and the world. I pray my sermons 

and our consideration will encourage everyone here, young and old, to continue to grow. 

Second, every believer must be prepared to face the hostility of the world in holding to the truth of 

God’s Word. Some of you perhaps have directly experienced this. The subject of creation and then of 

course of redemption is where the world especially directs its wrath. We must make sure our response is 

appropriate – rejoicing in being called to suffer shame or rebuke and desiring to see men and women 

converted by the great power of God.  

Third, as a church we confess the historic faith concerning the doctrine of creation. 

Listen to the very simple but profound summary of what we believe as contained in the Westminster 

Confession of Faith, chapter 4, section 1. 

It pleased God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, for the manifestation of the glory of His 
eternal power, wisdom, and goodness, in the beginning, to create, or make of nothing, the 
world, and all things therein whether visible or invisible, in the space of six days; and all very 
good. 

Why do we believe what is summarized in the WCF? It is based on an honest, direct, literal reading of 

God’s Word. Genesis 1 and 2 are not poetry. Hebrew poetry as found in Psalms and other books has a 

much different grammatical structure. So it cannot be said honestly, even though Genesis 1 states six 

days, well, it might just be a poetic way of expressing what God did. Genesis 1-11 should be read and 

understood as historical narrative. We are not free to reshape the text. Even unbelieving scholars, 

experts in Hebrew, recognize that Genesis 1 teaches a six-day creation. They don’t believe it, but that is 

what God’s Word teaches. 

And so the reason we believe in six-day creation is not because we just want to be different, rebellious, 

or contrary. We believe God’s Word because our hearts have been changed. And further we rejoice in 

the truth. Genesis 1 is not an embarrassing relative we have to meet once a year at Christmas, but is 

truth we rejoice in even though we know many will mock our faith and understanding. 

Genesis 1 and 2 give us the basis for science not that we explore the mysteries of how God created but 

in that we understand that God has created a real, physical world that can be explored. We also 

consider that man is not just a physical creature. There is a spiritual realm that also must be considered. 



Page 3 of 9 - 1/12/14 

Creation science properly understood is science based on the foundation of God’s Word rather than the 

attempt to prove somehow scientifically that God created the world. 

Finally under this point, I will share briefly seven reasons why we believe Genesis 1 and 2 teach a literal 

creation in six days. 

First, The word day, used over 2300 times, most often refers to a literal, 24-hour day.  

Louis Berkhof writes: “In its primary meaning the word yom denotes a natural day; and it is a good rule 

in exegesis, not to depart from the primary meaning unless this is required by the context.”1 

Second, the word “day” is given additional qualification by the attachment of the phrase evening and 

morning. 

Third, each day in Genesis 1 is given a number.  When a number is used, it is always a reference to a 

literal day. 

Fourth, the same terminology is used after the sun is created and used to regulate the day-night pattern 

that was established before the sun was created. 

Fifth, man’s work-week is specifically patterned after God’s work-week. 

Sixth, the plural of the word day is always used in the context of normal 24-hour days. This is what we 

find in Exodus 20:11 – For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth… 

Seventh, the Holy Spirit could have directed the writer of Genesis 1 to use a different Hebrew word if 

God meant us to understand an extended period for creation. 

Our belief in a literal understanding of Genesis 1 and 2 has a good foundation in an honest reading of 

the text. 

 

2. DAY 1 OF CREATION, GENESIS 1:1-5 

Gen. 1:1   In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  2 The earth was without 
form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the face of the waters.  

                                                
1 Quoted from Ken Gentry’s article in The Counsel of Chalcedon Magazine.  October/November 1998 
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Gen. 1:3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.  4 And God saw the light, 
that it was good; and God divided the light from the darkness.  5 God called the light Day, and 
the darkness He called Night. So the evening and the morning were the first day. 

You can see that verses 1-5 have two parts, verses 1 and 2 and then verses 3-5. The grammar of the 

Hebrew shows that verses 1 and 2 have a different structure than verses 3 and following. But from 

Genesis 1 and 2 and other passages we must say that verses 1 and 2 are the first part of the creation on 

the first day, a creation that is described more fully in verse 2. Then starting in verse 3, we see how God 

continued to shape, fill, and glorify that which was made on day 1. 

We must certainly not make the mistake of putting a gap in between verses 2 and 3. The gap theory 

was an attempt to reconcile Genesis with the science of the day. Many sincere believers followed this 

false teaching, in part because it was taught by wonderful Christian men like Thomas Chalmers and 

then it was included in the notes of the Scofield Reference Bible, which unfortunately influenced many 

people. There is no gap between verses 2 and 3. 

Some have also suggested that verses 1 and 2 are simply an introduction and summary of what we then 

read in verses 3 and following. That is not the best understanding either. Verses 1 and 2 rather give the 

introduction to what God created and accomplished on the first day. 

The words of verse 1 are so familiar, but we will never exhaust the wonder of considering the power of 

the infinite, eternal God who chose to create out of nothing the beautiful, complex, and even 

mysterious earth and universe. 

Some argue that Genesis 1 and 2 were written simply to help Israel confront the false teachings of other 

religions that influenced her and surrounded her. So the main purpose of Genesis 1 is not to teach the 

length of the creation week but that God is the only true God. As various commentators point out, 

Genesis 1 does have a great apologetic purpose, but there is no evidence from the text that would teach 

us that this is the main reason why it was written.2 Rather in very simple, plain language, we are given 

insight into the awesome work of God in creating the physical world and universe. 

Let us again marvel in God’s sheer power. Out of nothing, the eternal, Triune God brought into 

existence time, space, energy, and matter.  

                                                
2 James Jordan, Creation in Six Days, 36. 
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The verb created here has reference to the fact that God brought the heavens and the earth into 

existence out of nothing. The verb can be used also to speak of God creating out of already existing 

matter as we have in the case of the creation of Adam and Eve. Genesis 1:1 though emphasizes creation 

ex nihilo – out of nothing. 

Let also pause to consider how creation reflects the work of the Triune God in that all throughout 

creation we witness both unity and diversity. We see in verse 2, reference to the Spirit of God. The NT 

emphasizes how God the Son, the eternal Word, was the means through which all things came into 

existence. The word God in Hebrew used here is Elohim. It is a plural noun. It is best to understand 

that the plural is a form of self-address which prepares the way for further teaching in Scripture 

concerning the Triune nature of God.3 

We next consider the expression the heavens and the earth. 

There are several questions that can be asked about this phrase. Is it an expression for the totality of 

God’s creation? Some take it that way, but I believe it is best to see that verse 1 focuses on two different 

aspects of God’s creation – heaven and earth. 

The next question then is what is the heaven or heavens of verse 1? This is a challenging question. Not 

all commentators even deal with this question.4 Further making this a difficult question is that 

conservative, Bible-believing scholars give different answers. 

Let me mention two reasonable possibilities. Henry Morris believes the heaven or heavens of verse 1 

suggests the component of space that makes up how we understand the physical creation in terms of 

space, mass, and time. On the first day, God created the earth and the space of the universe in which 

the earth and everything else physical exists. That is a possibility that must be considered. It could be 

supported by other passages of Scripture.5 

                                                
3 C. John Collins. Genesis 1-4: A Linguistic, Literary, And Theological Commentary (Kindle Locations 677-678). 
Kindle Edition. 
4 For example Derek Kidner, Genesis: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 1 of Tyndale Old Testament 
Commentaries. IVP/Accordance electronic ed. (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1967), 48. I am not sure 
that John Calvin also specifically commented on this question. 
5 Henry Morris, The Genesis Record, 41. 
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Another possibility that must be considered is that this usage of heaven refers to the spiritual world 

where the angels dwell, the throne room of God. This interpretation suggested by James Jordan is 

challenging, but I think must be considered as possibility for several reasons.6 

Listen to Col. 1:15 and 16. 

Col. 1:15  He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  16 For by Him 
all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for 
Him. 

Another aspect that makes attractive this understanding is that throughout Scripture heaven is 

described as being a pattern for the earth. 

We pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 

Listen also to Hebrews 8:3-5. 

Heb. 8:3   For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices. Therefore it is 
necessary that this One also have something to offer.  4 For if He were on earth, He would not 
be a priest, since there are priests who offer the gifts according to the law;  5 who serve the 
copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he was about 
to make the tabernacle. For He said, “See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on 
the mountain.” 

We also notice that in verse 2, attention is directed to the unfinished nature of the earth, but not so of 

heaven. When God created the realm of heaven it was filled with His glory and splendor.  

As I mentioned earlier, our study of Genesis 1-11 will not be exhaustive. Continue to think about this 

and search the Scriptures as you do so. 

Consider the size of the earth. The earth is so insignificant in terms of its size in comparison to the rest 

of the universe as we understand it. 

It is estimated that there are 10 billion-trillion stars in number. The physical extent of the universe is 

estimated to be 93 billion light years or 550 sextillion miles. The earth is 8000 miles in diameter, not 

even a speck in terms of the size of the universe. But look at the attention given to the earth in Genesis 1. 

Why such attention? The earth is the location of God’s special creation of man and the place where His 

redemption would be known in Jesus Christ. The size of the earth is not what matters, but what God 

                                                
6 Jordan, 174-176. 
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determined to do on the earth. That is why I have said before, though you are just one of 7.5 billion 

people on earth, the meaning of life can only be found as you are in right relationship with God your 

creator. It is pointless to find meaning any other way. 

We read then in verse 2, that on the first day of creation, God brought into existence the earth and yet 

it was not a finished product on day 1. Three things were lacking that we see described in verse 2. It 

was without form. It needed further shaping and organizing. It was void. It was empty of the other 

things that God would later create. It was dark. Darkness covered the face of the waters. 

You see in the rest of the creation account, God addressing these three needs. God would bring light. 

God would fill that which was empty. And God would continue to structure the earth and the universe. 

So what was the earth like on the first day of creation? From what we can see in verse 2, it was 

completely dark and completely covered by water. And we well know there is plenty of water to 

completely cover the earth as happened in the flood. 

John Calvin in a sermon on our text said that we can see a good reason why the initial creation of the 

earth on day 1 was without form, void, and dark. 

“… God did not intend to bring the world into completion in a moment of time, just as we do 
not accomplish our work in a moment but have to continue working at our task. So God was 
not delayed in accomplishing what we wanted to accomplish. He went about it the way he did 
for our sakes and for our instruction… Afterwards, since he took six days to create the things 
we now see and laid them out and directed them in an orderly fashion, he did not do so, I say, 
out of any necessity laid upon him, but to hold us back and cause us to consider more 
attentively his power, his goodness, his righteousness, and his infinite wisdom in the whole of 
his creation.7 

Finally let us consider the very important phrase at the end of verse 2. 

And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

Right from the beginning of Scripture we see that work of creation is the work of the Triune God. The 

Holy Spirit, the Spirit of God, is throughout Scripture shown to be the way that God sustains His 

creation. Creation even at the very beginning could not just run on its own. There was no life, no 

structure, or light, but still the Spirit moved or hovered over the face of the waters. 

Job 33:4  The Spirit of God has made me,  And the breath of the Almighty gives me life. 

                                                
7 John Calvin, Sermons on Genesis 1-11, 14. 
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Psalm 104 is a poetic reflection on God’s creation and also we might say a commentary on Genesis 1. 

Psalm 104:30  You send forth Your Spirit, they are created;  And You renew the face of the 
earth. 

Very importantly from Genesis 1 we learn some of the details of how God created but also find the 

beginning of very important patterns that are found throughout creation. The order and way which 

God created as found here in verse 2 and in the rest of the chapter is important as we read and study 

God’s Word. 

The work of the Holy Spirit in verse 2 is reflected in other important places in Scripture. 

Consider how the book of Exodus ends with the glory of God filling the Tabernacle. In a similar way 

we see the Spirit filling the Temple. It is also the Holy Spirit as Jesus declared that must move within 

the hearts of dead sinners so that they are born again. 

John 3:5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 

The challenge for God’s people is to continue now to live according to the great leading and work of 

the Holy Spirit. 

Gal. 5:16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh… 25 If we 
live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.  26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one 
another, envying one another. 

Let us always be filled with awe as we consider the power of God in creation and 

salvation. 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper. 

 

Prayer 

Hymn 365 

 

 

BENEDICTION – HEBREWS 12:1-3 
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Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every 

weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before 

us,  looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  For 

consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and 

discouraged in your souls. 

 


