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I. THE CITY OF THYATIRA 

A. Thyatira, the modern city of Akhisar, is situated some thirty-five miles southeast of Pergamum and 

forty miles from the Aegean Sea.  

B. Thyatira was located in a fertile valley and was noted for its numerous trade guilds. The inscriptions 

according to Ramsey include, wool-workers, linen-workers, makers of outer garments, dyers, leather-

workers, tanners, potters, bakers, and bronze-smiths. In Act 16:14, we are introduced to a new convert 

to Christianity; “a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics.” 

C. Unlike Pergamum or Smyrna, Thyatira was not known as a religious center. However, the Greek sun 

god Apollo (Tyrimnos) was the primary god worshipped. An inscription may have been found on a 

shrine to the Apollian oracle (prophetess or sibyl) Sambethe. Emperor worship took place and both 

Apollo and Domitian were acclaimed as “sons of Zeus.”  

D. In addition, each guild had its own patron deity along with its feasts, sacrifices, and immorality. 

Therefore, it has been suggested that the guilds themselves posed the majority of opposition to the 

Christian community that was in Thyatira. 

II. THE CHURCH OF THYATIRA 

A. Christ: Eyes Like Fire and Feet of Bronze (18) 

1. Son of God - Here, the Lord described Himself not as the “Son of Man” (Rev 1:13), but as 

the “Son of God” (cf. Rev 1:6; 2:27; 3:5, 21; 14:1). The title “Son of God” is equivalent to 

“God the Son” (Joh 10:36). The title was a rebuttal to Thyatira’s sons of Zeus (Apollos and 

Domitian). The title was a reference to Christ’s deity who had the authority to judge the 

church at Thyatira. 

2. Eyes Like a Flame of Fire - As the Son of God, the Lord Jesus is also Judge. He judges with 

eyes like flaming fire (cf. Rev 1:14; 19:12; Dan 10:6). The symbolism refers to the Lord’s 

searing omniscience who knows all things about the secrets of the heart (cf. Rev 2:23).  

3. Feet of Bronze - This was another reference to John’s first vision of Christ in Rev 1:15. It 

also has a connection to John’s other vision of Christ in Rev 19:15. The symbolism is fitting 

against a church that was more sinful than the church at Pergamum. Christ, the Son of God, 

judges sin and that judgment begins at the household of God (1Pe 4:17). 

B. Commendation: Deeds are Greater Than at First (19) 

1. The all-seeing and all-knowing Son of God has searched the deeds of the church at Thyatira. 

They received an initial commendation like Ephesus and Pergamum. 

2. First, they were commended for their love for God (Mat 22:37) and for one another (1Jo 

4:7). Thyatira was stronger in the area in which the Ephesians lacked (left their first love).  

3. Secondly, they were commended for their faith. “Faith” is the Greek word pistis and 

probably means faithfulness here. Often love and faithfulness are included together in the 

NT (1Ti 6:11; Phm 1:5). Those whom we love are the ones to whom we are faithful. 

4. Thirdly, the Lord commended their service. “Service” (diakonos) contains the concept of 

ministering to the needs of others, both spiritual and physical (monetary) (Act 11:29; Rom 

15:25; 1Co 16:15; 2Co 8:4; Heb 6:10). This is voluntary service as compared with that 

rendered by the slave (doulos), whose obligation was to render service to his master (Thm.). 

5. Fourthly, they were commended for their perseverance. “Perseverance” is the Greek word 

hupomonê (remain under, steadfast) and is often associated with enduring hardships through 

persecution (2Th 1:4). 

6. Thyatira was not stagnant in its spiritual growth for their deeds were greater than at first. 

C. Criticism: Tolerated the Teaching of Jezebel (20) 

1. In spite of the fact that Thyatira was a growing and useful church, the Lord did have a major 

criticism against it. The criticism was that they tolerated false teaching in the church. 

2. The word “tolerate” is the Greek word aphiêmi which has a wide variety of meanings in the 

NT. It has the basic meaning of “send away.” In reference to sin it can mean “forgiveness” 

(1Jo 1:9). We observed it in Rev 2:14 when the Ephesians “left” their first love. It can mean 

“divorce” (1Co 7:11). However, in this passage it carries the idea of “tolerance” in the sense 

of sending away all misgivings about sin or false teaching. Or it can refer to giving 

permission to sin and false teaching (cf. Mar 11:6). The church at Thyatira had dismissed 

their misgivings about a false teacher and gave her permission to teach. 
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3. They were tolerating a woman signified with the symbolic name of Jezebel. She was likened 

to the Jezebel who married King Ahab and influenced Israel to sin and worship Baal (1Ki 

16:31-33; 18:19; 21:25).  

a. The Lord accused her of being a self-proclaimed (“calls herself”) prophetess, not a 

true prophet of the Lord (Jer 23:13, 16). As a prophetess, she would claim that she 

received revelations (“a word”) from the Lord. These revelations were like the kind 

that Apollo’s oracles received.  Jezebel’s revelations, most likely, would have 

justified her errant teaching and sinful behavior. 

b. The phrase, “she teaches (disakei),” depicts this woman performing a leadership 

function in the church that was in violation to Scripture (1Ti 2:12).  

c. In addition, she leads astray the Lord’s (“My”) bondservants. “Lead astray” is the 

Greek word planaō and can mean to deceive. This word is used of both Satan (Rev 

20:7-8) and the Antichrist’s false prophet (Rev 13:14). False teaching through false 

prophets is indeed demonic (2Co 11:13-15). It perhaps clarifies the expression, “the 

deep things of Satan” as Satan’s deceptive and secret teachings through false 

prophets (Rev 2:24).  

d. False teaching, most often, leads to the sin of immorality [(porneia - all forms of 

immorality] and vice versa (Jer 23:14 cf. Rev 9:20-21; 21:8; 22:15). Some have 

speculated that she also espoused Greek philosophy (Gnosticism) that separated the 

spirit, which is good, from the material, which is evil. Therefore, she falsely 

reasoned that it did not matter how one sinned in the body. Her sin was comprised 

of sexual immoralities involved with paganism, similar to Baal worship (cf. 2Ki 

9:22, “harlotries” - porneia in LXX). Baal was a Canaanite god associated with 

rainstorms and fertility; the rituals of his worship included self-mutilation and 

perverse orgies (“Christ’s Call to Reform the Church,” MacArthur, pg. 111). 

e. Eating things sacrificed to idols refers to being led by the prophetess to participate 

in paganistic practices. This may have included Gnostic philosophy and/or 

antinomianism (“against Law” i.e. “skewed view of God’s grace” and liberty). 

D. Critique of Jezebel the Prophetess (21-23) 

1. She Did Not Repent of Immorality (21) 

a. The fact that the prophetess had time to repent indicates that someone had 

challenged her prophecies, teaching, and lifestyle. This was possibly done by John 

himself (cf. 3Jo 10) or perhaps by a pastor from another city. 

b. However, she persistently [pres. act. ind. of thelō] did not want to repent 

(metanoeō - change of mind resulting in a change of behavior) of her immorality. 

2. She Will Be Thrown on a Bed (22) 

a. Because the prophetess would not repent, the Lord would throw her on a bed (klinê) 

[NASB: of sickness]. The interpretations of the bed are: a funeral bier, dining 

couch, bed of sickness (Mounce), or death and hell (MacArthur).  

b. Whichever view is taken, the phrase is a metaphor for judgment against the 

prophetess. The judgment against such false prophets was “destruction” (Hell) 

reserved from long ago (2Pe 2:1-3, 9). Those who committed adultery with the 

prophetess by listening to her lies would have great tribulation of divine 

chastening [not the eschatological tribulation] unless they repent. 

3. Her Children Would Experience Pestilence (23) 

a. A third group is mentioned that are the children of the prophetess. These were the 

second-generation followers of Jezebel’s teaching.  

b. If they did not repent, they would be killed with pestilence. We are reminded of 

Ananias and Sapphira to understand that the Lord can keep His church pure (Act 

5:1-10) and He can do it through physical death (1Co 11:30; 1Jo 5:16). 

c. The result of the deaths of Ananias and Sapphira caused “great fear [to] came over 

the whole church” (Act 5:11). The physical deaths of Jezebel’s children would 

cause all the churches to know that Christ is the Son of God, the Judge, the One 

who “searches the minds and hearts,” and the One who judges according to 

deeds.  

d. This does not mean that men are saved by works (Rom 4:5; Eph 2:8-9; Tit 3:5), but 

believers are judged at the Bema Seat of Christ for their deeds (2Co 5:10; Rev 

22:12) and unbelievers are judged at the Great White Throne for their deeds (Rev 

20:11-12). 


