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Introduction: 

In chapter 3, Mark continues with straight talk about Jesus Christ as the Gospel source being uniquely (the) Son of 
God, Jesus Christ creates the New Covenant family of God by a supernatural salvation. 

3:1-6. A New Covenant life starts with a saved life by supernatural power over death, i.e. original sin’s results and 
personal responsibility for actual sins… 

3:7-12, A New Covenant life, not by human bloodline, i.e. not your people or where you are from, but by the Holy 
Spirit’s adoption through new birth being a supernatural power greater than unclean spirits…  

3:13-19, A New Covenant people commissioned under 12 Apostles superseding the Old Covenant 12 Tribes of the 
Patriarchs of Israel… 

vv. 13-14, Jesus relocates to a more private place in the mountain where He called/summoned a select group of 
disciples to meet with Him. 

 Jesus often retreated to a more secluded mountain place to pray by supplications and intercessions in 
communion with His Heavenly Father and to seek God’s will (cf. Luke 6:12, et al. … 

 The emphasis is on Jesus personally calling/summoning a select group of disciples, i.e. more than 12, 
representing professing followers from His public gospel ministry (e.g. cf. Luke 10:1ff. 70 sent 2x2)… 

 Jesus made/created/constituted a new group of 12 definitive Apostles by specific qualifications, cf. Acts 
1:21… 

[appointed/made, Gk. εποιησεν—aorist active indicative—ποιέω, poieō/poy-eh'-o,     to make 
or do (in a very wide application, more or less direct): band together,  bring (forth),  execute, exercise… 

might send, Gk. verb form of word for apostle,  αποστελλη—perfect active subjunctive-- 
α  ποστέλλω, apostellō/ap-os-tel'-l,  set apart, that is, (by implication) to send out (properly on 
a mission) literally or figuratively; acting as one officially commissioned, e.g. ambassador, emissary…] 

 

*The study of Holy Scripture clearly distinguishes between the call to salvation expressly offering thanksgiving and 
worship for all Christian believers and the call to service by ordained offices in Christ’s church identified by gifts and 
qualifications.  

 

vv. 14-15, Jesus’ 12 Apostles would be sent out as New Covenant Gospel ambassadors with Christ’s official 
authority. 

 …to be with Jesus in training, 
 to preach, 
 to have power/authority to heal sicknesses, 
 to cast out demons… 



*The calling, qualifying, and commissioning of Jesus’ 12 Apostles is identified and limited by the revelation of 
Scripture so that the offices and service continuing in the visible church on earth are ordained pastors/teachers 
(teaching elders), church elders (ruling elders), and deacons, cf. Ephesians 4, 1 Timothy 3, Titus 1, Hebrews 13:7-19, 
James 5:13-20, et al. 

 

vv. 16-19, The naming of the 12 Apostles here and other references throughout the New Testament not only 
personalizes the New Covenant Church, but also sanctifies faith-lessons for Christian believers about the Church on 
earth and in Heaven. 

 Some of the 12 Apostles are more well-known from Biblical information than others who are only named or 
referenced by group, e.g. “the Twelve”… 

 Some of the 12 Apostles are identified by an alternate name, e.g. Bartholomew=son of Tolmai (Pyolemy)—
Nathanael, Matthew-Levi, James son of Alphaeus (not Zebedee), Thaddaeus—Judas/Jude son of James 
(not Iscariot)…  

 Some of the 12 Apostles are also identified with “nick names” adding personal and theological intention, e.g. 
there are biological brothers Peter and Andrew, James and John; one is a twin, Thomas, whose twin sibling 
is not an Apostle, “nick names” are given suggesting character traits as well as associations, e.g. 
“Peter=rock”, “sons of thunder=?”,   
Simon the Cananite=either village of Cana or Aramaic word meaning zealot— partisan Jewish dissenters, 
Judas Iscariot=man of Kerioth (not from Galilee) or less probable from Latin ‘sicarius’ meaning dagger-man 
or assassin in connection with partisan Jewish zealots, who also betrayed Him… 

*There are remaining mysteries about Jesus’ 12 Apostles not fully revealed from Scripture but hinted about, e.g. 
both Matthias and Paul are validated as Apostles which increases the literal number to 13, but the Patriarch 
Joseph’s inheritance was equally divided to his two sons Manasseh and Ephraim literally numbering 13 tribes. 
However the 12 Tribes of Israel and the 12 Apostles of Jesus are prominently figured in John’s Revelation visions of 
the glorified Christ and His Church in Heaven. This observation challenges interpretive assumptions that overly 
literalize Biblical literature obscuring more important matters of New Covenant Gospel salvation.   

There are also many extra-Biblical traditions and legends about the 12 Apostles, but because we may favor some 
traditions or legends does not validate them with Biblical authority. 
 
Jesus’ salvation purpose creates a New Covenant Gospel people/nation, i.e. “the Israel of God” (Colossians 6:15-16) 
to be “…a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the 
praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; who once were not a people but are now the 
people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy” (1 Peter 2:9-10); this New Covenant 
Gospel nation is under Christ’s headship commissioned by His office gifts of “apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, and some pastors and [Gk= which are] teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ…” (Ephesians 4:11-12). 

 


