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                                    THE BLESSEDNESS OF ENDURING TEMPTATIONS 

INTRO:   The Holy Spirit has led us in James to examine the gifts of God: joy, patience, wisdom, humility, and now, endurance.  Today             
we have been nourished and strengthened by the Word and sacrament that we might live holy lives that are pleasing to God. 

I.  TEMPTATIONS AND TRIALS 
A.  The idea: Rejoicing in temptations. 

1. Isn’t there sorrow in the fact that we are tempted? What does James mean when he calls us to count it joy? 
2. Negatively, it surely is not a joyful matter when we fall into sin, when we give in to our sinful nature. 
3. That brings great sorrow and leads to death. We must repent. We need wisdom and humility. 
4. Are you unhappy? Is your life characterized by a lack of peace and assurance, discontent, anxiety and fear? 
5. The root cause of such unhappiness is sin! The sin of not enduring the many temptations of the evil one. 

B.  What are these temptations? 
1.  These temptations come to us from our three-fold enemy: our sinful flesh, the world, and Satan (vs.14). 
2.  These temptations come upon us like thieves to pounce upon us and subdue us. “Enticed”-we are baited. 
3.  Rather than confessing our sins, we shift the blame. We say, “I am tempted of God.”  This is the sin of Adam. 
4.  Instead we must cry to God with the Psalmist, “when my heart is overwhelmed, lead me to the rock (Ps. 61:2).” 
5.  Christ is the one who is our hiding place, preserves us from trouble, and delivers us. 

C.  Where is God in our temptations? 
1. Our text ties in temptations and trial by God. God is pure and holy, righteous and good. He is light! 
2. God in his wisdom and might has a way to make these temptations work for our salvation. 
3. God is sovereign over evil. These temptations are God’s trial of our faith, whereby He purifies us as silver by fire. 
4. God gives perfect gifts to us to prepare us for glory (vs. 17). 
5. God, the Father of lights (moral ethical perfection) is the never changing, always faithful God of his children. 

II.  THE CALL TO ENDURANCE 
A. The idea of enduring. 

1. This verb is the root from which the term patience (vs. 3,4) comes. 
2. It means, “to stay under” and implies the bearing of a burden.  
3. Negatively, not a passive stoic acceptance of the inescapable fact that we will be tempted, acceptance of it. 
4. Positively, enduring is the vibrant, joyful faith that causes us to obey God’s Word, not succumbing to temptation. 
5. By the use of God’s perfect gifts of grace, we remain undaunted, content, and faithful to the end. 

B. It is a call to endure. 
1. Literally, the text reads: “Happy is the man who continues to endure temptation.” 
2. The idea is that of keeping on enduring: day after day, battle after battle, temptation after temptation. 
3. We do not throw up our hands in despair, or throw in the towel and say I quit. It’s useless. I’m tired. 
4. Our faith must be exercised lest we become flabby and weak. 
5. We must look to our faithful God to equip us for the struggle with his perfect gifts. 

C. How we need this testing! 
1. We must bear these temptations with patience. 
2. We need to display constancy under trial.  Willing to bear whatever God sends in childlike submission. 
3. It is only in the way of being tried ( the idea of approved) that we receive a crown! 
4. We are driven to a deeper knowledge of God and a stronger confidence in his mercies, new each morning!  
5.  We learn not to rely on ourselves but to cling to Jesus and trust in our God. 

III. THE BLESSEDNESS THAT IS OURS IN THESE TRIALS. 
A.  Now already! 

1. We are not miserable, as the world judges us. We do not go through life with a scowl on our faces. 
2. Our text brings out the Christian paradox: “Happy is the man whom the Lord correcteth (Job.5:17).” 
3. The child of God is happy in the struggles and temptations of life, because we are upheld by our God. 
4. We know that his perfect work in us brings glory to his name! 

B.  Blessedness in the crown that we shall receive. 
1.  In Scripture there are two kinds of crowns: a royal crown, and a garland of flowers given upon victory. 
2.  Here it is the latter: the victor’s crown. 
3.  Sometimes called a crown of glory (I Pet. 5:4). 
4.  Other times called a crown of righteousness (2 Tim. 4:8). 
5.  Here called a crown of life (see also Rev. 2:10). It is life that never dies, everlasting life, resurrection life. 
6.  Life is to know God and be in fellowship with God through Jesus Christ. 
7.  It is a crown that fadeth not away, unlike the temporary garlands of flowers given to athletes.  

C.  It is the crown “that the Lord hath promised.” 
1. This shows the certainty of the crown. We have assurance because our unchanging Lord has promised it. 
2.  We receive the crown not because of our merits, but because of Christ’s promise. 
3.  It is promised to them that love him (see also James 2:5).  Love is the greatest gift God gives to his own. 
4.  He that loveth much will suffer much. What an encouragement.  
5.  No enduring of temptations is acceptable to God but that which arises from our love (I Cor. 13:3). 


