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INTRO: We have seen Paul’s first digression from sharing his 

prayers with the Ephesians that he prayed for them. That was 

chapter 2, and Paul shared with them the marvel of the Gentile’s 

salvation. Once they were without God and without hope in the 

world. It was a hopeless situation. But then God removed the 

fence and brought the Gentiles near by the blood of Christ. And 

now they can boldly enter the holy of holies! 

 

And as Paul was about to continue his subject of sharing his 

prayers for them with them, his thoughts side-tracked him once 

more, and now he reveals to them the mystery of the salvation of 

the Gentiles. Here he reveals to them what God had revealed to 

him which had never before been revealed to any of mankind. The 

mystery is that of the Church; Jew and Gentile in one body. And 

the Church age has now been in progress for 2,000 years, and we 

believe it will soon be caught up to heaven, and then God’s plan 

for the Jew will resume.  

 

In verses 1-7 Paul has explained what the mystery is. And now, 

in verses 8-11 he gives us two purposes why God revealed the 

mystery of the Church to him. The first was that he should 

preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ. We 

find the content of this second purpose in verse 9 and that it 

was to make all men see what the fellowship of the mystery which 

was hidden in all past ages is. I’ll read verses 8-9. Paul says: 

 

8  To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this 

grace was given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the 

unsearchable riches of Christ, 

 

9  and to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, 

which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who 

created all things through Jesus Christ; 

 

We then find the aim of this second purpose in verse 10 which 

says: 

 

10  to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be 

made known by the church to the principalities and powers in the 



heavenly places,  

 

We began to consider that in the last message, and now we want 

to continue this and I want to show in this message how I 

understand this aim.  

 

b.  The mystery of the Gentiles salvation (3:1-13) 

 

2)  The purpose of the revelation of the mystery (3:8-13)  

 

b)  The second purpose (3:9-13) 

 

 (2)  The aim (10) cont’d 

 

To begin, let us read verses 8 through 10 to get the flow, and 

see the aim of the second purpose 

why God revealed this mystery to 

Paul in verse 10:  

 

8  To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this 

grace was given, that I should 

preach among the Gentiles the 

unsearchable riches of Christ, 

 

9  and to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, 

which from the beginning of the 

ages has been hidden in God who 

created all things through Jesus 

Christ; 

 

10  to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be 

made known by the church to the 

principalities and powers in the 

heavenly places. 

 

In the previous message we asked, to whom the words 

‘principalities and powers’ 

refer? Do they refer to the good 

angels, or to the demonic realm, 

or to both? And I think it is 

safe to say that most view it as 

a reference to the good angels 

only.  

 

But it is my conclusion that it refers to the whole angelic 



realm, both the good and the 

fallen angels. To know the 

manifold wisdom of God is 

something God wanted all the 

angels to know.  

 

So, let me begin with a question and a few observations. Here is 

the question: Does it not seem 

that this passage has things in 

reverse? Should it not be the 

angels that teach the Church 

about the manifold wisdom of God, 

instead of the Church teaching 

the angels? We will look at that 

later.  

 

Now let us make some observations. First angels do not know 

everything. We learn this from 

the fact that God wants to teach 

them of His manifold wisdom. 

There are things they do not know 

that God wants them to know. And 

amazingly, He has chosen the 

Church to make this known to 

them. This tells us that not only 

do angels not know everything, 

but it further tells us that 

angels can learn new things. If 

they need to know about the 

manifold wisdom of God, this 

tells us they don’t know it and 

they can be taught what this 

manifold wisdom is.  

 

Further, we observe that there are things God does in saved 

people that they in turn can 

teach angels. How do saved people 

teach angels? Well, note first 

that the angels are to be taught 

by the Church, that is they are 

taught by truly born again 

people.  

And how do lost people become part of the Church? By choosing to 

repent and live by faith, and 

then by learning to deal with sin 



and overcome sin by faith through 

the blood of Christ. All this is 

involved in salvation and 

salvation is what angels do not 

understand and I believe it is 

through this salvation that the 

angels are taught the manifold 

wisdom of God by the Church, as 

we will see later.  

 

And now let me ask this question: Why would God find it 

necessary to teach the angels 

about His manifold wisdom? Before 

we look at that, let me give two 

further questions regarding the 

fallen angels that are sometimes 

given. The first question that is 

sometimes asked is why did God 

create the devil? And the answer 

is that he didn’t. So for a 

refresher, turn to Ezekiel 28 to 

see how Satan came into being. He 

created angels and among them one 

who was a very high ranking 

angel. Scholars think, and I 

think rightly so, that Ezekiel 

28:11-15 speaks of this highly 

anointed angel and his fall. And 

when he fell through pride, he 

became Satan. So we read this in 

Ezekiel 28:11-15: 

 

11  Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

 

12  "Son of man, take up a lamentation for the king of Tyre, and 

say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord 

GOD: "You were the seal of 

perfection, Full of wisdom and 

perfect in beauty. 

 

13  You were in Eden, the garden of God; Every precious stone 

was your covering: The sardius, 

topaz, and diamond, Beryl, onyx, 

and jasper, Sapphire, turquoifse, 

and emerald with gold. The 



workmanship of your timbrels and 

pipes Was prepared for you on the 

day you were created. 

 

14  "You were the anointed cherub who covers; I established you; 

You were on the holy mountain of 

God; You walked back and forth in 

the midst of fiery stones. 

 

15  You were perfect in your ways from the day you were created, 

Till iniquity was found in you. 

 

God created a high ranking angel that was perfect in his ways. 

But then a time came when 

iniquity was found in him and 

that, it appears, is how Satan 

began.  

 

Turn to Isaiah 14. He adds to this picture in 14:12-14 like 

this:  

 

12  "How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the 

morning! How you are cut down to 

the ground, You who weakened the 

nations! 

 

13  For you have said in your heart: ‘I will ascend into heaven, 

I will exalt my throne above the 

stars of God; I will also sit on 

the mount of the congregation On 

the farthest sides of the north; 

 

14  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be 

like the Most High.’ 

 

So to answer the question, why did God create Satan, the answer 

is that He didn’t. The second 

question one might well have is 

this: Why didn’t God destroy 

Satan when he fell into sin? The 

answer to that question is 

important to our passage in my 

understanding. And the answer is 

this: He couldn’t! And of course 

we automatically think, well, God 



can do anything! No, He can’t. He 

cannot lie. He cannot contradict 

any one of His attributes with 

another. Someone has said He 

cannot make a circle square 

because it violates His 

principles. God wants all people 

to be saved, but He cannot save 

them all. Why? Because He will 

never violate man’s free will. 

And free will lies at the heart 

of explaining the passage before 

us in my view.  

 

Some time today when you have time, think this through and see 

if it is not true. Here it is: 

Without free will, glory is 

meaningless; love is meaningless; 

thanksgiving is meaningless; 

honor is meaningless. Without 

free will it means all this is 

preprogrammed. We are simply a 

machine. We can’t help what we 

are doing. 

 

Consider this: We are commanded to love God. Why? Because love 

is a choice. And why are we 

commanded to love God? Because it 

is for our own good, as well as 

God’s. It is like commanding your 

little child not to play on the 

highway. Why would you do that? 

To spoil the child’s fun? No! It 

is for the child’s own good, and 

it is for our own good too. 

Learning to choose to do what 

parents command is for the 

child’s own good all through 

life. If the child does not learn 

that, the child will bring shame 

to the parents. If the child 

learns to obey, according to 

Scripture, it will add length of 

days to the child and it will be 



good for both the child and the 

parents.  

 

I am glad I was challenged to think free will and predeterminism 

through some time ago. I had 

studied it in the past and had no 

interest to pursue it further. 

And then when I was challenged to 

it, my interest was renewed and I 

learned some very interesting 

things.  

 

The matter of free will and predeterminism in my understanding 

is important to answer this 

question: Why does God need the 

Church to teach the angels of His 

manifold wisdom? 

 

Because I had done some research on free will when I went to 

youtube recently it automatically 

put related subjects in the 

sidebar. And one of those was 

Ravi Zacharias and John Piper on 

free will. Both are interesting 

to listen to. When I originally 
studied the views of the free 

will of man verses the 

sovereignty of God I did not 

learn some of what I have learned 

now. For example, here is a quote 

by John Piper. Ponder it as I 

quote him. He said: 

 

Because God did not blow the planes off course when they flew 

into the twin towers, therefore 

He was right there ordaining that 

it happen…. Why is it comforting 

to believe that? And the answer 

is because there are 10,000 

orphans who wonder if they have a 

future. Will they have a future 

if God is not powerful for them? 

I’m comin’ to those families and 

I’m sayin when they ask me, “Did 

God ordain the death of my 



daddy?” I say, “Yes, the Lord 

gives and the Lord takes away. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord.” 

But the very power by which God 

governs all evil enables Him to 

govern your life, and He has 

total authority to turn this and 

every other evil in your life for 

your everlasting good and that’s 

your only hope in this world and 

the next, and therefore if you 

sacrifice the sovereignty of God 

and get Him off the hook and the 

death of your daddy, you 

sacrifice everything. You don’t 

want to go there.  

 

The sovereignty of God while creating problems for His 

involvement in sin and evil is 

the very rock solid foundation 

which enables us to carry on in 

life. Where would we be if we did 

not have a God to help us deal 

with the very evils He has 

ordained to come into our lives, 

so yes, I absolutely believe in 

the sovereignty of God and its 

comforting effects, end quote.  
 

If there is any logical explanation for that quote, please let 

me know. For John Piper who does 

not allow for a free will, God is 

the author and cause of sin. That 

God is involved in sin is as 

horrible as the view Piper 

presented here.  

 

Recently I was shown a message by John McArthur called “Twin 

Truths: God Sovereignty and Man’s 

Responsibility”. The text was 

John 3:11-21. McArthur said he 

has preached all over the world 

and everywhere he meets the 

question of the problem between 

man’s free will and God’s 



sovereignty. The question is, how 

can salvation be solely a work of 

God, while man is held 

responsible for believing or not 

believing? This question is asked 

the world over and it has no 

answer.  

 

He says most people in evangelism avoid that question altogether 

but Jesus dealt with it right at 

the beginning. He says in John 3 

Jesus gives the twin truths of 

divine sovereignty and man’s 

responsibility. He says those are 

twin truths that will always run 

parallel. You can never bring 

them together. If you do, you 

will destroy one or the other.  

Let me quote McArthur. He says:  

 

The fact that you don’t understand how they go together only 

proves that you are less than you 

should be. It doesn’t say 

anything about God. Your 

inability to harmonize those 

things is a reflection of your 

falleness, my falleness. People 

ask me all the time, ‘How do you 

answer this?’ And my answer is, 

‘I don’t. I can’t. They can’t be 

harmonized in the human mind. But 

realize this, you are a puny 

mind, and so am I, and 

collectively we are puny compared 

to the limitless, limitless, 

vast, mind of God. All I can tell 

you is that in the Word of God 

these two truths run parallel. 

And the answer is to believe them 

both with all your heart. And the 

one, divine sovereignty will 

inform your worship, and the 

other human responsibility will 

motivate your evangelism.  

 



So how are we to understand these things?...How do those things 

come together? They don’t. They 

are parallel truths, they are 

both true. I’ve been around a 

long time and I have seen every 

imaginable every conceivable 

effort to harmonize those two 

things done by very gifted 

people, well intentioned people, 

very gifted people, well known 

preachers, theologians, writers 

commentators have tried to 

harmonize it. Anybody who tries 

to harmonize those two things 

destroys one or the other of 

them, or both of them. You can’t 

change them, you can’t tamper 

with them. You must be content to 

believe them both.  

 

Now how can I help you to deal with that? I can’t harmonize it. 

I can’t bring it all together. I 

can’t solve your dilemma. I can’t 

answer the apparent paradox. So 

what am I left with? I want to 

make you comfortable with your 

inability not to get it, Okay? So 

that’s my objective. I just want 

you to be completely happy that 

you don’t get it. Okay? Just put 

you to rest. Stop fighting that. 

That’s where we’re going today. I 

want you to be comfortable with 

the fact that, wow, you just 

might not understand something! I 

know that’s a big pill to swallow 

because of human pride, but get 

over it and be content not to get 

it, end quote. 
 

So, what really is the problem with these two ‘truths’? The 

problem is one is not a truth or 

it is a distorted and 

misrepresented truth! You see, by 

God’s sovereignty McArthur and 



Piper mean that God has 

pre-planned everything that will 

happen, every thought you will 

think, every action you will do, 

and you have no choice in the 

matter at all. God is sovereign. 

But there is a very simple answer 

to the problem. It is this: The 

word  sovereign does not mean to 
predetermine things will happen. 

Not at all. I cannot find any 

word in the Hebrew of the OT that 

corresponds to that kind of 

thinking. I can’t find any word 

in the NT that corresponds to 

that idea. Even in English, the 

word sovereign does not mean that 
at all. Check any dictionary. The 

word ‘sovereign’ does not have to 

do with determining what will be 

done. It has to do with someone 

in authority who determines what 

should be done! Without free will 

sovereignty is not even 

necessary.  

 

You see, the problem of trying to bring McArthur’s two truths 

together is that one is not a 

truth. And he wants to make you 

comfortable believing both when 

believing both brings about a 

contradiction and goes against 

every grain of logic. 

So to understand our text, I take for granted the free will of 

both angels and man. So we come 

to our text. You have to put on 

your thinking caps now. We 

believe God created all things 

for His own glory. Both Calvinist 

and Arminian agree to this. If 

that is true, God created the 

angels for His own glory. And 

when Satan fell, he sinned and 



came short of the glory of God. 

One of God’s primary attributes 

is His justice. That means all 

sin has to be justly dealt with. 

And now comes the question, how 

can God justly deal with Satan’s 

sin, while at the same time 

leaving all the rest of the 

angels to worship and glorify Him 

of their own free will? 

 

Let me explain. Satan had sinned. And when he became evil 

through sin, he drew other angels 

into his sin. From Revelation 

12:4 we believe it involves one 

third of the angels. God cannot 

have such sin in His universe and 

let it go without dealing with 

it. But if He had cast those 

angels into hell at the very time 

they sinned, Satan could say to 

all the rest of the angels, “Some 

free agents you are. The minute 

you do not glorify God you will 

get the axe, just like I did. You 

are not free to worship God, you 

have to. As soon as you don’t 

you’ll be sent to hell.” Do you 

follow that?  

 

That brings about this question: How will God justly deal with 

Satan’s sin and leave all the 

other angels knowing that they 

serve Him fully of their own free 

will? Remember, any worship that 

is not of free will is 

meaningless. 

 

And it is my view that that is why God created the universe, and 

that is why He created man. The 

angels had been created in the 

heavenlies of our passage, and 

when they sinned they could never 

get saved. Why not? Because they 

could not exercise faith. And why 



could they not exercise faith? 

Because you can only exercise 

faith when you have not seen God. 

I believe that is why Scripture 

says no man can see God and live. 

Fallen angels cannot see God and 

get saved. Why? Because you can 

only be saved by faith and they 

cannot exercise faith.  

 

I believe that through creating man in a realm in which he has 

not and cannot see God, God will 

be able to justly save man if he 

humbles himself and repents and 

puts his faith in the Lord Jesus 

Christ. And through saving man 

through the shed blood of Jesus 

Christ, He will be able to 

demonstrate to the angels that 

they truly serve God of their own 

free will. Through the salvation 

of man God will be able to make 

known to the angelic realm the 

manifold wisdom of God. Without 

this salvation the angels would 

not be able to learn the manifold 

wisdom of God.  

 

I believe this is the only way God will be able to justly deal 

with Satan, cast him into hell, 

and have all the rest of the 

angels know they serve God of 

their free will alone. If man 

does not have a free will, what 

wisdom will God make known to the 

principalities and powers? What 

they would then know is that they 

have to worship and glorify God 

or it is hell. 

 

That is also why God revealed the mystery of the Church to Paul 

and energized him to preach the 

unsearchable riches of Christ to 

the Gentiles. And then, through 

both saved Jews and Gentiles the 



Church is formed and by the 

Church God is making known to the 

principalities and powers in the 

heavenlies the manifold wisdom of 

God. How does He do that? By 

salvation. A truly saved person 

is a huge miracle.  

 

Now what our text clearly implies is that without the Church 

angels will not learn of the 

manifold wisdom of God. Would you 

not think that this is reversed? 

Should not angels teach man this 

wisdom? But it is not so. Turn to 

1 Peter 1. The angels are not 

omniscient. And angels are 

dependent on saved people to make 

known to them the manifold wisdom 

of God! That is amazing. And it 

is through this great salvation 

that makes this wisdom of God 

known to the angelic realm. 1 

Peter 1:6-11 is interesting in 

light of our subject. Note what 

it says about salvation:  

 

6  In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, 

if need be, you have been grieved 

by various trials, 

 

7  that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious 

than gold that perishes, though 

it is tested by fire, may be 

found to praise, honor, and glory 

at the revelation of Jesus 

Christ, 

 

8  whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, 

yet believing, you rejoice with 

joy inexpressible and full of 

glory, 

 

9  receiving the end of your faith — the salvation of your 

souls. 

 



The salvation of sinners is a key concept in this passage. So 

verse 10 goes on like this:  

 

10  Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and searched 

carefully, who prophesied of the 

grace that would come to you, 

 

11  searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ 

who was in them was indicating 

when He testified beforehand the 

sufferings of Christ and the 

glories that would follow. 

 

This great salvation that Jew and Gentile experience together in 

fellowship in the Gospel is 

something the prophets of the OT 

searched carefully about. They 

longed to see this time. The 

Spirit of Christ who was in them 

testified beforehand of the 

sufferings of Christ and the 

glories that would follow. It is 

those glories the Church became 

partaker of. Those glories come 

through the salvation which is by 

the grace of God. We go on to 

verse 12: 

 

12  To them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us 

they were ministering the things 

which now have been reported to 

you through those who have 

preached the gospel to you by the 

Holy Spirit sent from 

heaven — things which angels 

desire to look into. 

 

So we observe from this passage that angels can learn new 

things. Let us observe further 

that God teaches angels new 

things through saved sinners. 

That is what the Church is made 

up of. That is phenomenal.  

 

What do angels understand nothing about? They understand nothing 



about exercising faith. Why not? 

Because they have seen God. 

Listen to Matthew 18:10: "Take 

heed that you do not despise one 

of these little ones, for I say 

to you that in heaven their 

angels always see the face of My 

Father who is in heaven.”  

 

Now consider this, to get saved man has to exercise faith of his 

own volition. You cannot force 

anyone to believe anything. So we 

have the saying, a man persuaded 

against his will is of the same 

opinion still. Man must choose to 

believe and he must do so on the 

basis of evidence, not on the 

full proof of seeing God. So 

Scripture says, “Without faith it 

is impossible to please God.”  

 

I recently watched Ken Ham and others deal with the problems of 

evolution. But Ken Ham and the 

others could only show what they 

believed by faith. They could not 

take the evolutionist to God and 

say, “Here, see God for 

yourself.” All they could do was 

point to the evidence, and there 

is a lot of it and there is no 

good evidence for evolution.  

 

Now faith pleases God. As a matter of fact, without faith we 

cannot please God. In light of 

our text, I believe this is the 

way God has chosen to justly deal 

with the devil in the end. And 

when He is done, and the manifold 

wisdom of God has been fully 

demonstrated in the heavenlies 

through saved sinners, the good 

angels will understand that they 

worship and glorify God of their 

own free will. And the fallen 

angels will understand that hell 



is their just due. God will have 

been fully shown to be just and 

righteous in sending all fallen 

angels and unsaved man to hell.  

 

Now if that reasoning is correct, consider how huge salvation is 

and how huge the task of the 

Church is in this age. By 

believers sharing the 

unsearchable riches of Christ 

with the lost, and by their 

salvation God will make known to 

those in the heavenlies the 

manifold wisdom of God.  

 

So let me seek to answer the question I posed earlier. Why did 

God not use Israel to show the 

manifold wisdom of God to those 

in the heavenlies? It is because 

salvation for sinners had not yet 

been completed. Christ had not 

yet come. Listen to what Peter 

said: 

 

10  Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and searched 

carefully, who prophesied of the 

grace that would come to you, 

 

11  searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ 

who was in them was indicating 

when He testified beforehand the 

sufferings of Christ and the 

glories that would follow. 

 

It is not that OT people could not get saved, but the actual 

sacrifice that paid for sin had 

not yet been made. It was only 

looked forward to in the OT 

sacrifices. To make their 

salvation complete, Christ had to 

die for them first.  

 

But then, when Christ finally did come, a major problem arose. 

Israel rejected their Messiah. 

But through this rejection the 



Church, which is the revelation 

of the mystery in our passage, 

was born. And now that sins had 

actually been paid for, and the 

wrath of God against sin in those 

who repent and believe had been 

satisfied, God could begin to 

make known to those in the 

heavenlies the manifold wisdom of 

God. And here, in this present 

dispensation through the Church 

God is making known to those in 

the heavenlies His manifold 

wisdom! This has been ongoing now 

for 2,000 years!  

 

So I would conclude like this. God’s full program is not 

completed in the Church, but the 

Church plays a very huge part in 

the whole. When the Church age is 

done, which is a time span of at 

least 2,000 years, God will 

complete His program with Israel 

in just seven years. So we see 

here the significance of the 

Church age in the plan of God.  

 

The seventieth week of Daniel will then go into effect, at the 

end of which God’s kingdom will 

be set up on earth. In the 

millennial kingdom God’s final 

touches on the whole plan of 

salvation will be completed.  

 

All the lost will then be resurrected and judged and sent to 

hell. In it all, the un-fallen 

angels will have been given full 

proof that they worship God of 

their own free will. They will 

now have a much greater 

understanding of God and His 

manifold wisdom will be 

understood by them to a much 

greater extent. And could it be 

that the angels will learn much 



more about God in eternity future 

through those who are saved and 

are then in heaven? I think it is 

well possible.  

 

Furthermore, the fallen angels will have been given a full 

understanding that they justly 

deserve hell and the whole 

problem of sin is due to their 

sin.  

 

Now consider this, does God love the fallen angels, that is 

Satan and demons? Have you ever 

wondered about that? Answer? No! 

Can God show mercy to them? No! 

Can God forgive them? No! Why? 

They have been in the actual 

presence of God and such things 

are impossible for those who are 

in the presence of God.  

 

If man had not sinned, God would have needed no further proof 

for the angels of His manifold 

wisdom. And I think when Satan 

tempted man to sin, he thought he 

had won. But through God’s 

infinite wisdom, the devil now 

only gave God further opportunity 

to expose His manifold wisdom.  

 

God found a way by having the second Person of the Triune God 

become a human and then by 

allowing sinful man to crucify 

Him, to save sinful man. The full 

justice in the Gospel is clear. 

There is no free lunch, but it 

was God, not man that paid the 

price.  

 

And after Christ was crucified and rose again and ascended to 

heaven, salvation was complete. 

And now, when a wicked, godless, 

crooked murderer is brought to 

his knees in brokenness and he 

repents of his sin and places his 



trust in Christ, the miracle of 

the new birth takes place. And 

through the humbling of 

repentance and faith he becomes a 

new creation in Christ. And now 

through faith man learns to 

overcome one sin after another by 

faith. He learns to repent of 

lying and becomes honest. He has 

trouble with immorality. He 

repents and comes to Christ and 

overcomes immorality. These are 

huge miracles.  

 

I can’t remember this story well. Let me just give it something 

like I remember it. There was a 

man. He was a drunk. When he came 

home and yelled at his wife and 

hit her with his fists. His 

children hid when he came home. 

And then some days he was sober 

and he tried to be nice to them, 

but always they live in fear. And 

then one day he meets Jesus 

Christ. He comes under conviction 

of sin. And it gets so bad, that 

he finally and fully breaks and 

he weeps before God and man. He 

confesses his sin, and he is a 

new man. And somebody asks, “Have 

you read the account of the 

miracle where Jesus turned water 

into wine?” And he says, “No, but 

I saw a miracle where God turned 

wine into milk.” I drank wine and 

got drunk. My children did not 

get milk to drink. But when I got 

saved, I stopped buying alcohol 

and started to buy real milk for 

my children. Salvation is a huge 

miracle.  

 

Countless stories could be told of the miracle of the true new 

birth. How would you like to look 

into a black human heart, a heart 



filled with sin. And then be able 

to watch what happens in the 

genes and all that stuff that’s 

in the body when that sinner 

repents of his sins and places 

his faith in Jesus Christ. And 

the heart is transformed and new 

desires reign in the heart. That 

is a bigger miracle than being 

healed from cancer!  

 

I have come to the conclusion that it takes more energy for God 

to make one proud person humble 

than it did to create the 

universe. You know how long it 

took to create the universe. Six 

days! Do you know how long it 

takes to make a proud person 

humble? Oh, no wonder the angels 

desire to look into this. They do 

not understand our realm. They 

are in a different realm. They 

have seen God and have dwelt in 

His very presence! Oh the 

manifold wisdom of God!  

 

May I ask you, what are your life circumstances? Do you have 

things you find it hard to trust 

God for? Last week we were in 

Vanderhoof, British Columbia. And 

we went to prayer meeting. And in 

the Bible study part we were in 1 

Peter 4. Suffering is a theme 

that runs through the book. And 

we studied verse 19 which says, 

“Therefore let those who suffer 

according to the will of God 

commit their souls to Him in 

doing good, as to a faithful 

Creator.” 

 

You see, God is the Creator. He is our Creator. But notice how 

He is described. He is faithful. 

Can you entrust your problems to 

Him? It says, ‘commit’ your souls 



to Him in doing good. Well, how 

do you commit? By faith! And 

when, in our troubles, we commit 

ourselves to Him in doing good, 

the angels are looking in and 

learning!  

 

And you and I have the privilege to share with those who are 

lost the unsearchable, the 

un-track-outable riches of 

Christ.  

 

Do you know what happens in heaven when a sinner repents? Turn 

to Luke 15. In Luke 15 Jesus 

gives three parables. In each 

parable something is lost and 

then it is found. So look at 

verse 7:  

 

7  I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven 

over one sinner who repents than 

over ninety-nine just persons who 

need no repentance. 

 

Note from this verse how important repentance is. It does not 

say they rejoice over one sinner 

who believes. It is over one 

sinner who repents!  

 

Now go to verse 10: 

 

10  Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the 

angels of God over one sinner who 

repents. 

 

Now I have pointed this out before, but let me ask you, who 

rejoices in heaven when a sinner 

repents? We say the angels 

rejoice, but it does not say 

that. Who rejoices? Well, it says 

there is rejoicing in the 

presence of angels. And who is in 

the presence of angels? Well, it 

is not right to say that God is 

in the presence of angels. Angels 



are in His presence. So who 

rejoices? And I have no question 

that it is saved sinners who have 

gone on before. As a matter of 

fact, I would go further and say 

that those who knew the one who 

has just repented or who are 

related to this person rejoice 

the longest and loudest!  

 

But consider this now. Those who rejoice are in the presence of 

whom? In the presence of angels! 

And the angels are there to 

behold this wonderful salvation. 

And from those who truly repent, 

the angels are learning the 

manifold wisdom of God!  

 

CONCL: And so we conclude. Let me read verses 8-11 to conclude:  

 

8  To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this 

grace was given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the 

unsearchable riches of Christ, 

 

9  and to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, 

which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who 

created all things through Jesus Christ; 

 

10  to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be 

made known by the church to the principalities and powers in the 

heavenly places, 

 

11  according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in 

Christ Jesus our Lord, 

 

Paul preached the unsearchable riches of Christ among the 

Gentiles to make all see what the fellowship of the mystery is 

with this intent, that now the manifold wisdom of God might be 

made known by the Church to the principalities and powers in the 

heavenly places. And all of this is happening according to the 

eternal purpose which God accomplished in Christ Jesus, our 

Lord. We will look more at verse 11 in the next message.  

 

But what we need to note is that God is accomplishing something 

huge out of the Church! Every believer who walks in obedience to 



the Word of God is important to the whole plan of God. The 

greatest thing you can do is, by faith in Christ, live right. 

You will become a lesson to the angels.  

 


