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Introduction  

1. The “interpretive parenthesis” belongs to the sixth trumpet; thus, we read that the second 

woe is past and the third is yet to come (11:14).  

2. The remainder of the chapter (11:15–19) introduces the final judgment with the angel blow-

ing the seventh trumpet, anticipating the bowls of wrath (15:1–16:21). 

3. It is important to understand the chronological language, not as historical but in its vision 

context.  

a. The worship scene points to Psalm 2 as fulfilled in Christ’s ascension (11:17 cf. Psa. 2:6, 

7). His reign incorporates the entire church age until His Second Coming, the time of His 

wrath (Psa. 2:5; 1 Cor. 15:25, 26—quelling of the rebellion of the nations (Psa. 2:1–3) by: 

establishing Christ’s heritage (Psa. 2:8; Rev. 5:9) and judging what is left (Psa. 2:9). The 

revealing of the Ark of the Covenant in heaven alludes to the conquest of Jericho, estab-

lishing the earthly kingdom of Israel (11:19; Joshua 6).  

b. Thus, 12:1 through 15:4 explain the declaration of 11:15: “The kingdom of the world has 

become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever” 

—the announcement of history’s end. 

c. The woman and the dragon form the two sides in the cosmic conflict of the ages.  

5. The 12th chapter is the divide between the suffering saints (chapters 1–11) and the victori-

ous final assault (chapters 13–19).  

6. To understand this glorious triumph, the two visions (vv. 1–6 and 7–14) now take us back 

again to the beginning in order to answer the fundamental “why” (the cosmic conflict and its 

“seed war” declared in Genesis 3:15). 

I. The Combatants  

1. Two visions of the conflict between the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent  

a. The first vision is from an earthly perspective and briefly sketches the conflict (12:1–6).  

b. The second vision is from a heavenly perspective and addresses the same conflict but in 

greater detail (12:7–17). 

c. Both visions end with the woman’s flight into the wilderness. 

2. The great sign in heaven (v. 1)  

a. Some interpreters have focused upon the sign in heaven (12:1, 3, 15:1) as being an align-

ment of stars and planets in the constellation Virgo. 

b. The basis for this comes from Genesis 1:14 where the heavenly bodies are given for “signs 

and for seasons [appointed times], and for days and for years.”  

c. The alignment described will occur on 9/23/2017.*(?)  

3. The sun-clothed woman (vv. 1, 2) 



a. Her identity— 

1) The Roman church teaches that the woman is Mary because her son is the Christ (v. 5). 

2) The dispensational view holds the woman to be Israel in the tribulation because Jesus is 

of Israel. 

3) The better view is that the woman represents the whole covenant people of God (Isa. 

54:1–8). 

b. Further explanation if the third view 

1) The sun, moon, and 12 stars are used in the OT to refer to Jacob and his family (Gen. 

37:9; Isa. 60:19, 20). 

2) The true covenant community was identified in the OT with the nation of Israel but in 

the NT are the followers of Christ—the true church. 

3) The stars in her crown are explained by the church’s share in Christ’s kingly rule (2:10; 

3:11; 4:4, 10). 

5) Her giving birth to a male child fulfills Isaiah 66:7–9.  

4. Her condition 

a. She is pregnant and crying out in torment to deliver the man-child identified as and with 

the Messiah (v. 5; citing Psa. 2:2, 9). 

b. The male child is, in my opinion, the church as it properly acts as the body of Christ, wit-

nessing Christ on earth while Christ, as head, directs all from heaven. 

c. The woman’s fleeing into the wilderness represents her dual experience as persecuted but 

protected in this gospel age (means the same as 11:2, 3). 

5. The identity of the dragon  

a. The dragon is the OT leviathan (Psa. 74:14; Isa. 27:1) and is the fourth beast (kingdom) of 

Daniel 7:7-8. 

b. As the church represents Christ, so the dragon is the extension of Satan.  

c. Both wear crowns—the woman, a stephanos (victor’s crown), the dragon, diademata (roy-

al crowns).  

d. The dragon’s tail sweeps a third of the stars from the sky, a picture of the limited persecu-

tion of saints. This image is from Daniel 8:10 where stars fall to the earth and are tram-

pled. Stars are angels that represent saints on earth because the saints have their identity in 

heaven (Dan. 12:3; Eph. 2:6; note Rev. 2 and 3). When the saints are persecuted, the per-

secution is viewed as an attack on heaven, even God Himself.  

II. The Conflict  

1. The second scene (vv. 7–17) opens with the angelic war in heaven and the dragon’s defeat. 

a. What this second scene develops is not a new subject but a deeper and more detailed de-

velopment of the first scene (vv. 1–6). 



b. The consequence of this war is that the dragon is defeated and expelled from the divine 

counsel (v. 8; Dan. 2:35, see vv. 28 and 45; Psa. 82).  

2. The dragon is identified (9).  

a. “That ancient serpent” identifies the dragon with the tempter of Eve in Eden (Gen. 3).  

b. The “devil” (slanderer) and “Satan” (accuser) describe his activities (Job 1:6–12; 2:1–6; 

Zech. 3:1–3). 

c. However, victory over the dragon is declared (vv. 10, 11), a victory in taking back the di-

vine authority from the usurper through (1) salvation, (2) the authority and the kingdom of 

our God; (3) the rule of His Christ. This victory is secured by Christ’s sacrifice (blood), 

the word of the saints’ testimony, and their courage and lack of fear in the face of death.  

3. The Seed War of Genesis 3:15  

a. Satan’s plan was to establish his own kingdom on earth by taking God’s and maintaining 

that kingdom through temptation, fear, false promises, and violence. 

b. His kingdom employs false religion and science, occult mysteries, lies, scheming, domina-

tion, and coercion. 

c. Although the serpent and his seed would seek to destroy the seed of the woman, her seed 

would crush the serpent.  

4. A season of woe for earth dwellers (vv. 12–17)  

a. There will be an end-time season, albeit short, that the defeated enemy will rage in wrath, 

wreaking havoc on the rest of the protected woman’s seed (v. 17). 

b. This section prepares us for what follows in the final death-throes of the devil’s reign.  

Use  

1. The big issue with believers today is illustrated by a father and his daughter over her failure 

to keep her room. We memorize and study the Word, devise plans to live out the Word, seek 

accountability from others, but, with all this, we simply fail to obey. “If anyone loves me, he 

will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our 

home with him” (John 14:23, see vv. 18–24).   

2. The Christian life is boiled down into a very simple code: Trust and Obey. Jesus demands of 

those who claim His salvation that they must take up the cross daily and follow Him. Satan 

is very happy with saints who believe it is their right to decide for themselves how and when 

they will serve Christ and at their own convenience.  


