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In the first century world, one of the greatest challenges for the Church of Jesus Christ 
was maintaining its purity.  Many of the cities in which the gospel message produced a 
harvest of new converts were centers of immorality of the worst sort. And I have often 
said that if we could go and visit those cities, if it were possible for us to do so, we would 
certainly have our eyes opened about the wickedness that was abundant there.  
 
It was when the city of Pompey was excavated after many centuries of being buried by 
the residue of the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79, when that city was excavated they 
came across a number of pieces of art and some of them displayed and portrayed things 
that were certainly very, very immoral.   
 
The casual wickedness and disillusion that had become the hallmarks of the imperial 
court in Rome percolated to the major commercial centers of the empire and accentuated 
the vice that already afflicted those cities. So people who were converted to Christ out of 
those conditions continued to live in those cities with constant reminders all about them, 
whether in picture for or in actual form, reminders of what they had been engaged in, in 
their former lives. And sometimes they found the pressure almost too great to endure.  I 
think you can appreciate that, that those who had been as Paul described elsewhere in this 
epistles to the Corinthians, those who had been engaged in all sorts of wickedness and 
had been delivered from that wickedness were still living in the midst of it. 
 
Of all the churches founded during the first century the church in Corinth, for which these 
words were written, was a prime study in this transition that new converts had been made 
from living lives that were licentious to those that were marked by soberness.   
 
In the bulletin today I quote from Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones and there in particular was one 
thing I wanted to emphasize in this brief quotation that is concerning Christians. They do 
not take the superficial giddy view of life that so many have in the midst of tragedy. They 
are bound to be serious. They cannot help themselves.  And they realize the seriousness 
of what they are doing. They know something of what the apostle Paul experienced when 
he went to Corinth in weakness and fear and in much trembling. The days are evil and it 
is only Christians who really have an understanding of the times.   
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The Corinthians were, if you will, in sort of a laboratory. They were demonstrating to 
many who would come after them all the difficulties associated with their conversion.  
But the area of moral purity was only one of the challenges that the Church faced. The 
Church faced, as well, the insidious attacks of false teachers who were often trying to 
provide cover for moral wickedness. So in Corinth the danger of heresy, joined with the 
temptations of immorality to forge a potent testing ground for new Christians. And these 
new Christians were those that the apostle Paul sought to guide.  
 
Now the Corinthians didn’t always appreciate what Paul had to say.  But his guidance 
was crucial to help the Church in Corinth overcome the dangers that surrounded it. In this 
chapter the inspired apostle joined his colleagues in urging the young believers in Corinth 
not to jettison the gospel message that they had heard from him and from his colleagues. 
Paul’s message to them was born out of concern that they would not continue on, that 
they would make shipwreck and add their names to the list of those like Demas who 
began well, but who ended in disaster. His major concern for them in this chapter was 
that they would observe the importance of that which the Israelites in the Old Testament 
consistently ignored. He wanted them to see that it was necessary for Christians to 
maintain a clear distinction between them and those who were around them in the world, 
many of whom they knew well.  The model he laid down for the Church in Corinth is the 
one designed by the Spirit of God for every one of Christ’s local congregations. 
Cooperation between those who follow Christ and those who do not will always lead to 
the devastation of Christ’s witness.  And that cooperation begins on the individual level, 
their individual compromises, but it grows and leads to a systematic compromise that 
opens the door for the invasion of the Church by the enemies of Christ.  So the inspired 
Word from the Lord laid a heavy emphasis on the need for the Church of Jesus Christ in 
every place in which it was manifested to practice separation.  
 
The initial thrust of the message was for the Church to avoid entangling associations with 
that which is opposed to the truth. The Church was to keep itself clear form infidelity.  It 
was to keep its members clear from alliances between themselves and unbelievers.  
 
Now the applications through the history of the Church since those days have been 
varied, but there can be no doubt that the clear call of God’s Word is still that the Church 
should maintain its purity.  There are pressures.  The rapid advance of the ecumenical 
movement has put tremendous pressure on gospel preaching churches. Those who refuse 
to go along with that movement are often labeled as being obstructionists, with being 
against the arrival and the promotion of the unity for which the ecumenists say Christ 
prayed in John 17, that they all may be one.  The rise of what some have called 
conservative evangelicalism with its component of the new Calvinism of which I spoke 
in the final message of our Reformation month series this year has introduced still more 
confusion and muddying of the waters. And that is why it is important for us to come 
back to this brief, powerful passage which really is inescapable. Because we find 
expounded here and elsewhere in the Scriptures what we may rightly call the biblical 
mandate for a separatist Church. And there can be little doubt that this area is one of the 
major battle grounds for Christ’s Church since the middle of the last century. The rise at 
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that point of the so-called new evangelicalism suggested that the old evangelicalism was 
obsolete.  It needed being replaced.  
So the emphasis in the philosophy of the new evangelicalism shifted to cooperation, not 
confrontation, cooperation between those who preach evangelical doctrine and those who 
deny it. And, of course, one of the major components in the new evangelical movement 
was the mass evangelism of Billy Graham, providing the greatest example of the 
appearance of success, but of the real dangers of the compromise.  
 
In the late 1950s Billy Graham abandoned the separatists who had supported him. And he 
gained the popular sponsorship from those who were not believers in the truth.  And that 
was what he used to penetrate the mainstream of American life, to gain the backing of the 
press and the media for his big city campaigns.  He proclaimed that he was being true to 
the gospel and certainly much of what he said appeared to be sound, but at the same time 
he was identifying as fellow Christians, indeed, as fellow ministers of the gospel, those 
who were deniers of the cardinal doctrines of the faith.  And the harvest of that approach 
that was taken then is now being reaped.   
 
The ecumenical movement is achieving greater and greater entrance to the evangelical 
community.  More recent development demonstrate that reality. There was the agreement 
and a subsequent version of it called Evangelicals and Catholics together. It first appeared 
in 1994.  It was the cooperative effort of so-called evangelicals and Roman Catholics to 
identify areas of common endeavor in the world at large.  In 2009 the Manhattan 
Declaration was an advance from that position where the signers of that document 
identified Roman Catholics and followers of Eastern Orthodoxy and Evangelicals as 
though being fellow Christians.   
 
So the fact of the matter is that individual churches and denominations that used to take a 
strong stand for the truth and against error have gradually diluted their positions.  The 
charismatic movement, speaking tongues, gifts of healing was the first line of attack in 
this area. There was a movement in the 1990s into the first decade of this century called 
Promise Keepers. It built on the appeal of the charismatics to emotion and to the bringing 
of more contemporary music into the Church and toward the elimination of separatism as 
a tenable position.  In the Together for the Gospel conferences which began in 2006 so-
called reformed charismatics have positions of leadership.   
 
So as the future unfolds there is going to be more pressure and more of it is going to 
come from the society in which we live. It is just like the situation in which the 
Corinthians were living.  They were pressured every day by those that they had known, 
by those with whom they had been engaged in wickedness. They got pressure from them 
every day to come back and rejoin the party.   
 
So it is that those in these days who adhere to a separatist position will be painted 
increasingly as irrelevant, as members of a whacky fringe group, as little better than a 
cult.  
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And young people who grow up in separatist churches will find themselves targeted by 
compromisers in other places who will suggest that the churches in which they have 
grown up are just too narrow to succeed in the 21st century.   
 
The president of a university that began some years back as a fundamentalist college 
recently delivered exactly that analysis in arguing for  more culturally relevant church.   
 
But we must come back, again, to what the holy Scriptures tell us.  We must come to 
grips with the mandate that the Bible lays down for the protection of the Church’s purity.  
The Free Presbyterian Church has been a separatist church since it founding more than 60 
years ago.  And it is not going to abandon that position by the grace of God.   
 
There are three planks for this mandate that I would suggest to you this evening and ask 
you to think about.  The first of these planks is God’s abhorrence of the unequal yoke.  
The truth of the passage that we have read is built on this stirring imperative.  
 
“Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers.”1 
 
You have that imperative and then you have a series of five questions that follow.  The 
unequal yoke, let’s deal with the imperative. The unequal yoke is an allusion clearly to 
the practice of using animals to work in the field, yoking them together. That was a 
common image so that they could be a team. And those who engage in agriculture in 
some parts of the world still do this very thing.  It was common in the Roman world, the 
Corinthians would have had no difficulty with his image, it was common in the Roman 
world to see oxen or horses which were judged to be more valuable, yoked together.  And 
that had been the practice since just about the beginning of the world.  But common sense 
and even the law of God, if common sense were not enough, dictated that you needed to 
put animals together that were compatible.   
 
So the Lord prohibited putting certain kinds of animals together. If you turn back to 
Deuteronomy chapter 22 and verse 10. 
 
“Thou shalt not plow with an ox and an ass together.”2 
 
Now when we look at that prohibition we may be inclined to wonder why it was 
necessary to put it down. But obviously, in certain situations, some people were 
reasoning, “We don’t have anything else to do, so we are going to have to do that.” But it 
was obvious that those animals were not compatible. So you didn’t put them together. For 
an ox and an ass to be put together would be an unequal yoke. Throughout the Old 
Testament the Lord instructed his people that they were not to enter into marriages with 
the nations that dwelled around them. And that was said as early as Exodus 34. So let’s 
look at Exodus 34 and look at verse 12.  
 

                                                
1 2 Corinthians 6:14.  
2 Deuteronomy 22:10.  
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Take heed to thyself, lest thou make a covenant with the inhabitants of the 
land whither thou goest, lest it be for a snare in the midst of thee: But ye 
shall destroy their altars, break their images, and cut down their groves:  
For thou shalt worship no other god: for the LORD, whose name is 
Jealous, is a jealous God: Lest thou make a covenant with the inhabitants 
of the land, and they go a whoring after their gods, and do sacrifice unto 
their gods, and one call thee, and thou eat of his sacrifice; And thou take 
of their daughters unto thy sons, and their daughters go a whoring after 
their gods, and make thy sons go a whoring after their gods.3 

 
What is the whole point here? There was a danger in entering into these kinds of 
alliances, unequal yokes, binding alliances.  The  warning was: If you allow your children 
to enter into marriages with those of the nations around who are idolaters, what is going 
to happen?  They will become idolaters. 
 
Now look. That is the truth that is laid down in God’s Word from the very beginning. 
When you have an alliance between that which is of God and that which is of the devil, 
the effect is never going to be positive.  When the children in Israel did not heed that 
commandment they were brought to heartache.  
 
Think about the compromise that Jehoshaphat made with Ahab. Turn to 2 Chronicles 
chapter 18, 2 Chronicles chapter 18.  
 
“Now Jehoshaphat had riches and honour in abundance, and joined affinity with Ahab.”4 
 
The word affinity there is an alliance.  And how was this alliance sealed?  It was sealed 
by the marriage of the son of Jehoshaphat to the daughter of Ahab.  Who was the 
daughter of Ahab? It was Athaliah. So they entered into this alliance, a military, political 
alliance and that alliance was sealed by the marriage of the son of the King of Judah and 
the daughter of the King of Israel. And it wrought havoc on Judah. 
 
Turn to 2 Chronicles 21. Besides Jehoshaphat nearly getting himself killed in the process, 
in chapter 21 we read at verse six, speaking of Jehoram: 
 

And he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, like as did the house of 
Ahab: for he had the daughter of Ahab to wife: and he wrought that which 
was evil in the eyes of the LORD.  Howbeit the LORD would not destroy 
the house of David, because of the covenant that he had made with David, 
and as he promised to give a light to him and to his sons for ever.5 

 
So there he was. Jehoram was married to Ahab’s daughter.  And that daughter would 
eventually end up ruling Judah.  Athaliah would be the power in Judah and would be 
responsible for exterminating, as she thought, every last descendant of the royal house, 

                                                
3 Exodus 34:12-16. 
4 2 Chronicles 18:1.  
5 2 Chronicles 21:6-7. 
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wiping out David’s line. But, of course, there was a courageous priest who saved one of 
those out of that massacre. And he would become King Joash.   
 
What are the argument that the apostle is making in our passage that when you have this 
unequal yoke the result is always going to be bad, because there is nothing in common 
between those who are on the side of truth and those who are on the side of that which is 
false.  So now we come to the questions.  And there are five pairs of completely 
contradictory ideas or persons set forward in these questions. And in each case there is 
nothing in common.  Notice the questions.  
 
“...for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness?”6 
 
That is: Is there anything in common between that which is right and that which is 
wrong? Now I know that conventional wisdom is that there is always some middle 
ground. But is there really a middle ground between that which is right and that which is 
wrong? Either it is right or it is not.  
 
I often get amused when I drive around town when coming up to an intersection where I 
know that for me there is no stop sign, but the side streets that are coming out onto the 
street there are stop signs and I am always amused to look up the street and see a car 
come up to the intersection, obviously with no intention of stopping, and barrel right on 
out into the street on which I am driving, as though the stop sign wasn’t there at all.   
 
Now there is no such thing as stopping a little.  You can’t just say, “Well, yeah, I kind of 
stopped. I thought I wasn’t going to be killed, so I went on,” when the standard in the 
law, if you talk to a police officer is:  Were the wheels of the vehicle moving?  And that 
is how they judge it. If they see the wheels turning even a little bit, then that is not 
considered a stop.  
 
So here is the thing. There is nothing in common between that which is right and that 
which is wrong.   
 
You go on to the next question. 
 
“...and what communion hath light with darkness?”7 
 
Is there any middle ground here between light and darkness?  Come into a dark room. 
You turn on the light. Is there some middle zone now where you turned the light on and 
you have kind of a mix of light and darkness? No, there is either the light or there isn’t.   
 
The third question: 
 
“And what concord hath Christ with Belial?”8 

                                                
6 2 Corinthians 6:14.  
7 Ibid.  
8 2 Corinthians 6:15.  
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Belial being a designation of the devil.  That is, what agreement can there be between 
Christ and the devil?  These are rhetorical questions that aren’t even answered, because 
they are answers are or should be obvious.  
 
The fourth question: 
 
“...or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?”9 
 
So here is someone who is a believer in Jesus Christ. What is the basis going to be for his 
cooperation and compromise with the infidel, the one who denies Jesus Christ, the one 
who is motivated by the Spirit of antichrist? Obviously there is no part. 
 
And then, last of all: 
 
“And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols?”10 
 
Here is the question that draws attention to the idea of ecclesiastical separation. What 
agreement is there between the temple of God and idols?  Because God says to his 
people: 
 
“...ye are the temple of God.”11 
 
Not the building, but you. You are the temple of God.  Now what agreement can there be 
between those who are the temple of God and idols?  God abhors any attempt by his 
people to join in alliance with those who deny his Word.  So one of the clear applications 
here that believers have always understand going back to Old Testament times, is that 
marriages between believers and unbelievers are clearly forbidden. A believer is not 
going to marry an unbeliever if that believer is in obedience to the Word.   
 
Business arrangements, such as what are called full partnerships where you bind yourself 
in a legally binding and equal manner with an unbeliever, that is always going to lead to 
trouble and God is against it.  Any compromise between a church that preaches the truth 
and one that doesn’t, or one that seeks to dilute it, is a betrayal of the gospel itself.   
 
Now what is the point? What is the issue here that God is underlining?  Well, that brings 
me to the second part of the passage, the second plank, if you will, of this mandate. And 
that is God’s affirmation of his dwelling place.  
 
Now I am not going to take as much time with the second and third planks as I did with 
the first plank, but I want to emphasize here that the Lord says here that he will dwell 
among this people. Here is the crux of the matter. If God is dwelling among his people 
and if God is holy, then his people have to maintain their position. God said in verse 16: 

                                                
9 Ibid.  
10 2 Corinthians 6:16.  
11 1 Corinthians 3:16.  
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“I will dwell in them and walk in them.”12 
 
What a comfort this is for the people of God to hear that word again that God says, “I will 
dwell in the midst of my people.  What a wondrous thought it is to come to the house of 
God and see other believers in the house of God and to know the reality that God has 
said, “You are the temple of God. I am going to dwell in you. I am going to walk in you.”  
 
And because he lives in his people, his people have to maintain their position of being 
separate from the infidelity and the immorality around them.  It is this separation, this 
separateness personally and ecclesiastically that forms the most powerful testimony for 
the truth of God’s Word.  That is why we are not part of the World Council of Churches.  
That is why we are not part of the National Association of Evangelicals.  We don’t want 
to be involved in any kind of alliance with that which is a delusion or a departure from 
God’s Word.  
 
What God is calling for here is to live life personally and in the Church that is in marked 
contrast to what prevails around you. You see, that is what really opens the door for 
gospel witness. It is that separation when you are not going along  with the flow, when 
you are not going along with the tide of ungodliness in the world. Then you stand out. 
 
You see, this is the pressure that the Corinthians had. They had been engaged in adultery. 
They had been engaged in fornication. They had been engaged in Sodomy and they had 
stopped, they had been converted and they stopped most things.  And people looked at 
them and said, “Well, why aren’t you joining with us in our celebrations that we used to 
have?” 
 
Well, they were full of so much pleasure. Why aren’t you joining with us? What is 
different about you?  And then the door was open for believers to speak about the gospel.  
But if the Corinthian converts had continued on in those wicked practices, behaving, as 
everybody else, no one would be very interested in what they would have to say about 
God’s salvation.  If God is your God, then you cannot be allied with that which is 
opposed to it. That is the point that Paul is making to the Corinthians here. God has said: 
 
“I will be their God, and they shall be my people.”13 
 
So it doesn’t really matter, you see, what happens in the world. God is still your God.  
You are still one of his people.   
 
And that brings me to the third plank in this mandate. God’s acceptance of his separated 
flock.  We come now to verse 17.   
 
“Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not 
the unclean thing; and I will receive you.”14 
                                                
12 2 Corinthians 6:14.  
13 2 Corinthians 6:16.  
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Now there is nothing unclear about this mandate.  God has identified who his people are. 
Now he is requiring his people among whom he dwells to make a clean break with those 
who are not going along with God.   
 
Now as often as this command had been given in the past, it had been disobeyed on 
occasion. In the time of Ezra when the children of Judah had returned from Babylon to 
Jerusalem, after spending all those years there in captivity, you would think they would 
have learned their lesson. But if we turn back to Ezra and to chapter nine and verse one. 
 
“Now when these things were done, the princes came to me, saying, The people of Israel, 
and the priests, and the Levites, have not separated themselves from the people of the 
lands, doing according to their abominations, even of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 
Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the 
Amorites.15 
 
And notice they specify what that problem was.  
 
“For they have taken of their daughters for themselves, and for their sons: so that the holy 
seed have mingled themselves with the people of those lands.”16 
 
It was the very cause of their deportation to Babylon to begin with. And notice how he 
says in verse two: 
 
“...yea, the hand of the princes and rulers hath been chief in this trespass.”17 
 
Those who were leading the people. How much wonder that we read in verse three 
regarding Ezra: 
 
“And when I heard this thing, I rent my garment and my mantle, and plucked off the hair 
of my head and of my beard, and sat down astonied.”18 
 
And there follows this great prayer of penitence, confession. For in verse six Ezra said: 
 
“I am ashamed and blush to lift up my face to thee, my God: for our iniquities are 
increased over our head, and our trespass is grown up unto the heavens.”19 
 
He said in verse eight we have been given a respite. 
 

                                                
14 2 Corinthians 6:17.  
15 Ezra 9:1.  
16 Ezra 9:2.  
17 Ibid.  
18 Ezra 9:3.  
19 Ezra 9:6.  
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“And now for a little space grace hath been shewed from the LORD our God, to leave us 
a remnant to escape.”20 
 
And then this blessing of God has been despised.  It was a clear violation of what they 
had been told.  See, here was the mandate given to the Corinthians from out from among 
them.  Don’t be hesitant about distinguishing yourself from those who are around you. I 
And how were they to do that? By making themselves odd? No, simply by following 
after Christ.  If they followed the way of Christ they would distinguish themselves from 
those who were around them. If they did not go to those debauched celebrations they 
would distinguish themselves from those around them.  If they stopped going to the idol 
temples they would distinguish themselves from those around them.  It was a clear 
mandate.  But, you know, it was attached to a great promise.  For the Lord told his people 
that he would receive them. 
 
In their separation from that which was ungodly, they would know the blessing of having 
god as their Father, of being his children. He was saying he will receive them.   
 
The very foundation of holiness is this emphasis on separation. And that is what Paul was 
conveying to the Corinthians.  
 
Our church is a separatist church and I am well aware that is not a popular position.  
There are many other churches to which you can go where they would have huge crowds 
and you wouldn’t hear any message like the one I am preaching to you tonight.  But we 
are not looking for ways to become like the culture that is around us. That is the buzz 
word today. We have to be like the culture. So whatever the culture decides we have to 
get in step with it, if we want to be relevant. 
 
No, it is our desire to stand where the gospel stands in defense of the liberty with which 
Christ has made us free.  So let us pray for each other that God will give us the resolve to 
stand in the evil day and having done all to stand. It is an evil day.   
 
And regardless of what happens, we know that the power of evil is aboard. But we have a 
message to deliver to this generation and to those that follow.  And the message is we are 
not going to open the door for the devil to gain entrance to the Church of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. That was Paul’s concern for the Corinthians. God has made you different. So 
stand with God and know that he is your Father and that you are his children.  Let us 
stand on that ground.   
 

                                                
20 Ezra 9:8. 


