
“God’s Watchful Eye” 

Exodus 12:29-42 

(Preached at Trinity, April 29, 2007) 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

1. For the last several weeks we’ve been looking the chapters dealing with the Passover and 

the Tenth Plague.  The Passover is the most excellent picture of the atonement.  

A. Like the Egyptians, the Israelites were under a sentence of death. Like the 

Egyptians they were guilty of unbelief. They were guilty of idolatry. 

1. When God visited the homes of the Egyptians with death He visited the 

homes of the Israelites as well with the purpose of killing their sons.  

2. But God showed mercy. God provided a lamb 

2. The purpose of the Passover was to provide a perpetual reminder to Israel of God’s 

deliverance and their duty as God’s covenant people. 

The Passover was to be celebrated annually for a remembrance of God’s redeeming 

mercy. 

Not only did they kill the Passover Lamb, they were to rid their house of all leaven – they 

were to sweep it clean so that none remained. God delivered them that they might be His 

holy people. 

3. The Passover ultimately pointed to the true Passover. Jesus Christ is the true Passover 

Lamb. We also celebrate a Passover feast. We partake of the Lord’s Supper as a continual 

ordinance of remembrance. It continually brings to our remembrance all that Christ has 

done to redeem us. 

He has delivered us from both the penalty of sin and also the power of sin. Like the 

Israelites, we are to cast out the leaven of corruption in our lives. 

4. Last week we focused upon the final plague – God’s judgment upon Egypt. I brought six 

ways it compares to the final judgment.  

5. Tonight I want to direct your attention particularly upon Verse 42.  

 It is a difficult verse to translate demonstrated by the differences in the various 

translations. I don’t often develop a message based upon a text that is so difficult to 

translate but the richness of the passage demands our attention.  
KJV Exodus 12:42 – “It is a night to be much observed unto the LORD for bringing 
them out from the land of Egypt: this is that night of the LORD to be observed of 
all the children of Israel in their generations.” 
NAS Exodus 12:42 – “It is a night to be observed for the LORD for having brought 
them out from the land of Egypt; this night is for the LORD, to be observed by all 
the sons of Israel throughout their generations.” 
ESV Exodus 12:42 – “It was a night of watching by the LORD, to bring them out of 
the land of Egypt; so this same night is a night of watching kept to the LORD by 
all the people of Israel throughout their generations.” 

 A. Both the KJV and the NAS use the word “observed” in the first phrase.  

 B. It is from the Hebrew word ~yrIMuvi from the word rMuvi (shimmer) which 

 literally speaks of a night-watch—like the duty of a night watchman. The ESV 

 uses this rendering here. 
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 C. The point is this: whichever translation you are reading the first half of the verse 

 is speaking of the activity of God and the second half is the response of Israel. 

(1) The KJV is the least clear here. Still, we are to understand it as meaning 

that it was a night much observed by God and thus a night to be much 

observed by Israel. 

(2) In the ESV we read it more clearly. It was a night governed by the careful 

watching of God. 

6. Tonight I want us to consider this verse under the heading, “God’s Watchful Eye.” 

 

I. First, we should apply this generally to all of God’s creation 

 A. God is governing all things 

  1. There are many views of creation 

a. The Deists taught that God created the world as self-sustaining. 

After He began the process and put everything in motion He 

abandoned it to operate on its own.  

b. Most Christians see God as active in ruling His creation but there 

is still disagreement as to the extent of God’s sovereignty. 

c. Has God created nature and then governs entirely through the 

agency of second causes or is God so active that He continues to 

create. 

 For example, does new life begin by the “normal” operation of 

nature? Do cells divide according to the “rule of nature?”  

 Or does God cause every cell to divide?  

  2. David wrote: 

Psalm 139:13-14 – “For Thou didst form my inward parts; Thou 
didst weave me in my mother's womb. I will give thanks to Thee, for 
I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Wonderful are Thy works, And 
my soul knows it very well.” 

3. Paul wrote that Jesus not only created all things, all things are being held 

together by Him. 

Colossians 1:17 – “And he is before all things, and by him all 
things consist.” 

4. God is continually active in His creation. He watches over all—rules over 

all 

 B. God never slumbers, never sleeps 

  1. Elijah mocked the prophets of Baal because their god was absent 

1 Kings 18:26-27 – “And they took the bullock which was given 
them, and they dressed it, and called on the name of Baal from 
morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was no 
voice, nor any that answered. And they leaped upon the altar which 
was made.  27 And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked 
them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking, or he 
is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and 
must be awaked.” 

2. God is ever watchful 

3. After we have put in a hard day’s work and our eyes are heavy with sleep 

God is still active governing His world. He never sleeps, never takes a day 

off. He is always at work.  
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 C. This should also cause all men to rise up and take note 

  1. God’s watchful eye is always upon you.  

   “It was a night of watching by the LORD” 
  2. He sees all, knows all, and remembers all 

  3. God’s judgment will be based upon perfect knowledge 

1 Corinthians 4:5 – “Therefore judge nothing before the time, until 
the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of 
darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts:” 

 

II. This verse, however, has particular meaning for God’s people 

 A. God had made promises to Israel – God keeps His covenants 

  1. Years had passed and perhaps it seemed that God was no longer there 

   Their life was harsh and bitter 

Exodus 1:13-14 – “And the Egyptians made the children of Israel 
to serve with rigour:  14 And they made their lives bitter with hard 
bondage, in morter, and in brick, and in all manner of service in the 
field: all their service, wherein they made them serve, was with 
rigour.” 

2. Had God abandoned His people?  NO! God was active the whole time 

accomplishing His purposes in them.  

God’s timing is always perfect. God’s watchful eye was always upon them 

– He never sleeps. 

Psalm 121:4-5 – “Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither 
slumber nor sleep.  5 The LORD is thy keeper: the LORD is thy 
shade upon thy right hand.” 

   a. He was preparing them to receive their inheritance  

Through their servitude they were being strengthened – God often 

uses adversity to strengthen His people 

Pink – “Times of severest trial have always been seasons of 

blessing to the people of God.  The more fiercely the fires of 

persecution have burned the stronger has faith waxed.”   

b. Also, Canaan was a large land.  It would take many people to 

possess it. God was increasing His people so that they might seize 

the land.  By the time they left Egypt their number had grown from 

a handful to over two million 

 c. And God was raising up and training His deliverer – Moses  

God ordered the birth of Moses. He ordered that Moses would be 

raised in the house of Pharaoh. He then ordered that Moses would 

spend 40 years in the wilderness of Midian 

  3. When Israel cried out God heard them—He was there. He was with them. 

Exodus 2:23-25 – “And it came to pass in process of time, that the 
king of Egypt died: and the children of Israel sighed by reason of 
the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up unto God by 
reason of the bondage.  24 And God heard their groaning, and God 
remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with 
Jacob.  25 And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God had 
respect unto them.” 

   a. God looked upon them. He saw them. He was there. 

   b. God works in His time as He fulfills His purpose 
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 B. This was a memorable night for Israel 

1. They had been in Egypt 430 years but God’s purpose was being carried 

out. Nothing was left to chance – God was bringing them out right on 

schedule 

Exodus 12:40-41 – “Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, 
who dwelt in Egypt, was four hundred and thirty years.  41 And it 
came to pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty years, even 
the selfsame day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the LORD 
went out from the land of Egypt.” 

2. God had ordained their release – it was a night under the careful eye of 

God. 

   “a night to be much observed by the LORD” 
 “It was a night of watching by the LORD” 
3. It was a night to remember. God was working mightily in the lives of His 

people. They were leaving Egypt with great wealth and being led by the 

ever watching eye of God. 

 Exodus 13:21-22 – “And the LORD went before them by day in a 
pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, 
to give them light; to go by day and night:  22 He took not away the 
pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from before 
the people.”   

 

III. God’s powerful presence is always with us. He never slumbers, never sleeps 

 A. In our darkest hour, Christ is there 

Matthew 28:20 – “and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world.“ 
Hebrews 13:5 – “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be 
content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee.” 
Psalm 145:18 – “The LORD is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all 
that call upon him in truth.” 
Isaiah 43:2 – “When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; 
and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest 
through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle 
upon thee.” 
1. What a glorious God – what a wonderful Savior.  

The Christian is never alone – God has the night watch, always vigilant 

  2. We can take great comfort in God’s careful watch over us 

   a. We are uniquely blessed of God.   Jesus spoke of our privilege: 

"Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world:" 

   b. God’s ever watchful eye is always upon us   
 B. In Christ we are the people of God – His own children 

Leviticus 26:12 – “And I will walk among you, and will be your God, and 
ye shall be my people.” 
1. We have all of His divine care and protection 

2. We have access to His throne of grace – When we go to Him in prayer we 

never find Him sleeping. 
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C. As we go through the fiery trials of life we can have confidence that God is 

mindful of us.   

1. He is working on our behalf.  He has nothing but good things for us.     

2. When we go into every battle we go with the most powerful Defender by 

our side 

Isaiah 43:2 – “When thou passest through the waters, I will be with 
thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when 
thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall 
the flame kindle upon thee.” 
Psalm 46:1-2 – “God is our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble.  2 Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be 
removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the 
sea;” 

 

Conclusion: 
1. God’s watchful eye is always upon you.  

Psalm 121:1-8 – “I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my 
help.  2 My help cometh from the LORD, which made heaven and earth.  3 He will 
not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that keepeth thee will not slumber.  4 Behold, 
he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.  5 The LORD is thy 
keeper: the LORD is thy shade upon thy right hand.  6 The sun shall not smite 
thee by day, nor the moon by night.  7 The LORD shall preserve thee from all evil: 
he shall preserve thy soul.  8 The LORD shall preserve thy going out and thy 
coming in from this time forth, and even for evermore.” 

2. Does this bring you comfort? God is an ever present vigilant watchman. Do you sleep 

more soundly knowing that God never slumbers and never sleeps? 


