
“The Final Judgment” 

(Exodus 12:29-42) 

(Preached at Trinity, April 22, 2007) 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

1. For the last two weeks we’ve been looking at the Passover. The Passover is the most 

excellent picture of the atonement.  

A. Like the Egyptians, the Israelites were under a sentence of death. Although most 

of our attention has been upon the wickedness of the Egyptians Israel was not 

innocent. They were guilty of unbelief. They were guilty of idolatry. 

1. When God visited the homes of the Egyptians with death He visited the 

homes of the Israelites as well with the purpose of killing their sons.  

2. Had God not shown mercy death would have surely come upon the homes 

of the Israelites. 

B. God provided a lamb 

  1. God gave them careful instructions concerning the lamb 

   a. It had to be a perfect, pure and spotless 

Exodus 12:5 – “Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male 
of the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from 
the goats:” 

b. They brought it into their home for four days – they fed it, cared 

for it. They probably played with it. It would have become like a 

part of the family. The point is they identified with it. And then 

they killed it 

  2. Jesus was our perfect, spotless Lamb 

2. The purpose of the Passover was to provide a perpetual reminder to Israel of God’s 

deliverance and their duty as God’s covenant people. 

The Passover was to be celebrated annually for a remembrance of God’s redeeming 

mercy. 

Not only did they kill the Passover Lamb, they were to rid their house of all leaven – they 

were to sweep it clean so that none remained. God delivered them that they might be His 

holy people. 

3. The Passover ultimately pointed to the true Passover. Jesus Christ is the true Passover 

Lamb. We also celebrate a Passover feast. We partake of the Lord’s Supper as a continual 

ordinance of remembrance. It continually brings to our member all that Christ has done to 

redeem us. 

He has delivered us from both the penalty of sin and also the power of sin. Like the 

Israelites, we are to cast out the leaven of corruption in our lives. 

4. Tonight our text takes us to the dreaded tenth plague – the Final Judgment. God sent forth 

His destroying angel to smite all the first born of Egypt.  
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 A. Pharaoh tried to rob God of His first born. 

Exodus 4:22-23 – “And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the 
LORD, Israel is my son, even my firstborn:  23 And I say unto thee, Let my 
son go, that he may serve me: and if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I 
will slay thy son, even thy firstborn.” 

 B. True to His Word, God would now smite the first born of Egypt. 

5. There are solemn reminders here of the ultimate Final Judgment.  Tonight I want to direct 

your attention to some of the comparisons. 

 

I. Egypt’s Final Judgment was given ample warning 

 A. Over and over God had made His will known to Pharaoh 

Exodus 5:1 – “And afterward Moses and Aaron went in, and told 
Pharaoh, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Let my people go, that they 
may hold a feast unto me in the wilderness.” 
Exodus 7:16 – “Let my people go, that they may serve me in the 
wilderness: and, behold, hitherto thou wouldest not hear.” 
Exodus 8:1 – “And the LORD spake unto Moses, Go unto Pharaoh, and 
say unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Let my people go, that they may 
serve me.” 
Exodus 8:20 – “Thus saith the LORD, Let my people go, that they may 
serve me.” 
Exodus 9:1 – “Thus saith the LORD God of the Hebrews, Let my people 
go, that they may serve me.” 
Exodus 9:13 – “Thus saith the LORD God of the Hebrews, Let my people 
go, that they may serve me.” 
Exodus 10:3 – “And Moses and Aaron came in unto Pharaoh, and said 
unto him, Thus saith the LORD God of the Hebrews, How long wilt thou 
refuse to humble thyself before me? let my people go, that they may serve 
me.” 
1. Each time Pharaoh continued to harden his heart before God 

Exodus 9:34-35 – “And when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the 
hail and the thunders were ceased, he sinned yet more, and 
hardened his heart, he and his servants.  35 And the heart of 
Pharaoh was hardened, neither would he let the children of Israel 
go; as the LORD had spoken by Moses.” 

2. Pharaoh was warned both by the Word of God and by the external signs of  

judgment—nine different plagues. Pharaoh would not heed. 

B. The Final Judgment of man is also a judgment that has been preceded by ample 

warning 

  1. Creation reveals the glory of God and commands us to worship Him. 

   God’s providential judgments warn us that all is not well 

  2. God has revealed His wrath upon the consciences of men 

   God’s Law convicts and condemns 

3. God has clearly revealed His wrath in His Word – the word wrath appears 

over 200 times—continual warnings 

Ephesians 5:6   Let no man deceive you with vain words: for 
because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children 
of disobedience. 
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4. God commands every man to repent – all have been warned 

 Exodus 10:3 – “Thus saith the LORD God of the Hebrews, How 
long wilt thou refuse to humble thyself before me?” 

 

II. Egypt’s Final Judgment also came without warning 

 A. Although God had sent ample warning the judgment came unexpectedly 

1. The Egyptians had retired for the night. In an age before electricity almost 

all would have been sleeping soundly. 

2. They had no idea when they went to bed that the angel of death was 

coming 

 B. Judgment for most comes most unexpectedly 

1. Death is seldom announced. It comes unexpectedly and usually without 

warning 

  2. Few begin a new day thinking it will be their last 

There are accidents, medical fatalities, criminal acts – life is uncertain 

from our perspective. From God’s perspective it is most certain. 

3. Death could be outside the door at this very moment. God’s avenging 

angel might be right next to you coming to bind you for the coming 

judgment. Can you hear his chains? 

 

III. Egypt’s Final Judgment was righteous and just 

 A. Pharaoh was the head of Egypt 

  1. The Bible often demonstrates the concept of headship 

2. Pharaoh was the representative of his people – His judgment became the 

judgment of the land – all suffered because of his sin. Not only was 

Pharaoh’s firstborn taken, all the firstborn throughout all of Egypt was 

taken. All were justly condemned.  

3. But Egypt also suffered due to their own sins – all were idolaters, all had 

the wicked hearts that plague all of humanity 

 B. All men possess the sin of Adam 

1. Adam stood as the head of all men when God made the Covenant of 

Works with him 

Romans 5:12 – “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that 
all have sinned:” 

  2. We call this original sin—we are all born guilty before God. 

   All have sinned. 

3. But we have all also committed personal sin before God. We are all 

corrupt and justly stand condemned. 

 

IV. Egypt’s Final Judgment was indiscriminate  

A. None were spared from God’s judgment 

  1. It involved people of all sorts 

Exodus 12:29 – “And it came to pass, that at midnight the LORD 
smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of 
Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto the firstborn of the captive that 
was in the dungeon” 
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 Exodus 11:4-5 – “And Moses said, Thus saith the LORD, About 
midnight will I go out into the midst of Egypt:  5 And all the firstborn 
in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that 
sitteth upon his throne, even unto the firstborn of the maidservant 
that is behind the mill; and all the firstborn of beasts.” 

2. Pharaoh we the king living in his palace with great wealth – his first born, 

the prince, was taken. But even the poorest of the land also lost their 

firstborn. Those in prison lost their firstborn. None were spared. 

Exodus 12:30 – “for there was not a house where there was not 
one dead.” 

 B. On the day of judgment hell will be filled with people from all walks of life 

  1. Jesus described the indiscriminant nature of the judgment 

Matthew 24:40-44 – “Then shall two be in the field; the one shall 
be taken, and the other left.  41 Two women shall be grinding at the 
mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left.  42 Watch therefore: 
for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.  43 But know this, 
that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief 
would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered 
his house to be broken up.  44 Therefore be ye also ready: for in 
such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.” 

  2. There will be people from every walk of life, from every nation. 

There will be wealthy men in hell and poor – all wealth will be forsaken.  

There will be young and old in hell. Many teenagers will leave this life 

eternally forsaken. 

 

V. Egypt’s Final Judgment was discriminate – it passed over those covered by the blood 

 A. God’s avenging angel came to the door of every home to claim a life 

  1. As he came to each home of the Egyptians a life was claimed 

2. But as he came to the homes of the Israelites a life had already been taken 

– a lamb had been slain and its blood placed on the door. When he saw the 

blood he passed on sparing those inside from the judgment. 

 Exodus 12:23 – “ For the LORD will pass through to smite the 
Egyptians; and when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the 
two side posts, the LORD will pass over the door, and will not suffer 
the destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you.” 

3. Israel had placed the blood on their doors as an act of faith believing 

God’s promise to spare them. God, being true to His Word, passed by 

them in judgment.  

 B. God has provided a Lamb for us 

John 1:29 – “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world.” 

  1. Jesus is our Passover Lamb 

1 Corinthians 5:7 – “Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye 
may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our 
passover is sacrificed for us:” 

2. Those who by faith trust the death of Christ as their substitute will not 

suffer God’s judgment. They will be passed over because another has paid 

the penalty with His own life.  
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VI. Egypt’s Final Judgment brought great sorrow and anguish 

 Exodus 12:30 – “And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his servants, and 
all the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house 
where there was not one dead.” 

 A. The entire land of Egypt was filled with cries of anguish 

Exodus 11:6 – “And there shall be a great cry throughout all the land of 
Egypt, such as there was none like it, nor shall be like it any more.” 
1. Imagine the scene of grief – thousands of homes were affected as they 

awakened to find their sons dead.  

2. Never has there been such grief in all the land of Egypt. It was 

incomparable anguish. 

B. The anguish in Egypt, however, cannot compare with the anguish of the Final 

Judgment 

1. It will be a day of shock for some as they find themselves condemned 

crying out in despair 

2. It will be a day in which multitudes will discover the true meaning of the 

word, forsaken – none will be able to help them. 

3. It will be a day in which cries for help will go unheard 

4. It will be a day in which multitudes will see the foolishness and vanity of 

their earthly life.  

  5. It will be a day that will be the beginning of an endless torment 

Matthew 13:49-50 – “So shall it be at the end of the world: the 
angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just,  
50 And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing 
and gnashing of teeth.” 
Revelation 21:8 – “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the 
abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, 
and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.” 

 
Conclusion: 
1. The Final Judgment is a coming reality. You have had ample warning. It will come 

unexpectedly, perhaps this very day. How will you flee from this appointment? How will 

you escape?  None will escape God’s wrath. 

2. God has been most merciful to provide His Son as a Passover Lamb. Have you trusted 

Him? Are you serving Him? Have you forsaken all for Him?  

 

 

 


